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PKEFACE 

TO THE SECOND EDITION 


This edition is the result of another fifteen years' study of 
Isldm, and of further intercourse with Musalmdns. It deals 
with certain phases of modern Muslim thought in India and 
in Persia which found no place in the first edition. The 
result is that a considerable amount of fresh matter has 
been added, though the general form of the book has not 
been altered. The Arabic editions of the Sahihu’l-Bukhdri 
and of the Milal wa Nihal of Sharastdnf have been freely 
used, and many extracts from these important works have 
been made. I have also added two appendices, one of 
which enters into a technical and detailed account of the 
art of reading the Qurdn and of its peculiar spelling, and 
also gives illustrations in Arabic of the various readings ; ” 
the other, on the Law of Jihdd, I have inserted in order to 
show the most recent method adopted by a liberal-minded 
Musalmdn of dealing with this important subject. 

The criticisms on the first edition of this work were 
highly favourable, and the general conclusions arrived at 
in it have not been controverted by any competent Muslim 
authority, except on the questions of the finality of the 
Muhammaddn Law and of the present use of Ijtihdd, on 
which subjects the late Maulavi Cherdgh ‘All differs from me ; 
but in Chapter iv. I have dealt with the objections of the 
modem rationalistic school in India to the views held by 
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orthodox Muslims and expounded by European Oriental 
scholars. I have seen nothing yet from any authoritative 
source in Islslm which leads me to depart from, or even to 
modify, the conclusions arrived at on these and other points 
in the former edition. On the contrary, recent events in 
Turkey show how hopeless it is to expect religious liberty, 
freedom of thought, security of life and property, and all 
that is involved in the term ‘‘ modern progress ” in a purely 
Muhammadan State. 

E. S. 


Londox, June i, 1896. 



PREFACE 


TO THE FIRST EDITION 


The following pages embody a study of Islilm during a 
residence of fifteen years in India, the greater part of which 
time I have been in daily intercourse with Musalniilns. I 
have given in the footnotes the authorities from which 1 
quote. I was not able to procure in Madras a copy of the 
Arabic edition of Ibn Khaldi'm’s great work, but the French 
translation by Baron M. de Slane, to which I so frequently 
refer, is thoroughly reliable. The quotations from the 
Quriln are made from Rodweirs translation. The original 
has been consulted when necessary. 

In some words, such as Mecca, Khalff, Khalffate, and 
Osman and Omar, as the names of the two Khalffs, I have 
retained the anglicised form instead of using the more correct 
terms, Makkah, Khalifa, Khalifat, ‘Usmtin, and ‘Umr. 

E. S. 


Madras, December i, rS8o. 
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INTKODUCTION 


It is necessary to enter into some explanation as regards 
the contents of this work. It does not fall in with its plan 
to enter into an account either of the life of Muliammad or 
of the wide and rapid spread of the system founded by him. 
The first has been done by able writers in England, France, 
and Germany. I could add nothing new to this portion of 
the subject, nor throw new light upon it. The political 
growth of Muslim nations has also been set forth in various 
ways. 

It seems to me that the more important study at this 
time is that of the religious system which has grown out of 
the Prophet’s teaching, and of its effect upon the individual 
and the community. What the Church in her missionary 
enterprise has to deal with, what European Governments in 
the political world have to do with, is Isldm as it is, and as 
it now influences those who rule and those who are ruled 
under it. 

I have, therefore, tried to show, from authentic sources 
and from a practical knowledge of it, what the Faith of 
Isldm really is, and how it influences men and nations in 
the present day. I think that recent Fatvds delivered by 
the ‘Ulama in Constantinople show how firmly a Muslim 
State is bound in the fetters of an unchangeable Law, whilst 
the present practice of orthodox Muslims all the world over 
is a constant carrying out of the precepts given in the 
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Qunin and the Sunnat, and an illustration of the principles 
I have shown to belong to Isldm. On this subject it is 
not too much to say that there is, except amongst Oriental 
scholars, much misconception. 

Afirain, much that is written on Isldm is written either 
in ignorant prejudice or from an ideal standpoint. To 
understand it aright, one should know its literature and live 
amongst its people. 1 have tried faithfully to prove every 
statement I have made ; and if, now and again, I have 
quoted European authors, it is only by way of illustration. 
I rest my case entirely upon Musalmun authorities them- 
selves. Still more, I have ascertained from living witnesses 
that tho principles I have tried to show as existing in Isldm 
are really at work now, and are as potent as at any previous 
period. 

I have thus traced up from the very foundations the rise 
and development of the system, seeking wherever possible 
to link the past with the present. In order not to interfere 
with this unity of plan, I have had to leave many subjects 
untouched, such as those connected with the civil law, with 
polygamy, concubinage, slavery, and divorce. A good digest 
of Muhamraaddn Law will give all necessary information on 
these points. The basis of the Law which determines these 
questions is what I have described in my first chapter. 
Ijtihdd, for example, rules quite as effectually in a question 
of domestic economy or political jurisprudence as on points 
of dogma. It was not, therefore, necessary for me to go 
into details on these points. 

When I have drawn any conclusion from data which 
Mul.iammaddn literature, and the present practice of Muslims 
have afforded me, I have striven to give what seems to me 
a just and right one. Still, I gladly take this opportunity 
of stating that I have found many Muslims better than 
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their creed, men with whom it is a pleasure to associate, 
and whom I respect for many virtues and esteem as friends. 
I judge the system, not any individual in it. 

In India there are a number of enlightened Muham- 
maddns, ornaments to native society, useful servants of the 
State, men who show a laudable zeal in all social reforms, 
so far as is consistent with a reputation for orthodoxy. 
Their number is far too few, and they do not, in many cases, 
represent orthodox Is! dm, nor do I believe their counterpart 
would be found amongst the ‘Ulamii of a Muslim State. 
The fact is, that the wave of scepticism which has passed 
over Europe has not left the East untouched. Hindu and 
Muslim alike have felt its influence, but to judge of either 
the one system or the other from the very liberal utterances 
of a few men who expound their views before English 
audiences is to yield oneself up to delusion on the subject. 

Isldm in India has also felt the influence of contact with 
other races and creeds, though, theologically speaking, the 
Imiln and the Din, the faith and the practice, are unchanged, 
and remain as I have described them in Chapters iv. and v. 
If Isldm in India has lost some of its original fierceness, it 
has also adopted many superstitious practices, such as those 
against which the Wahhdbfs protest. The great mass of 
the Musalmdn people are quite as superstitions, if not more 
so, than their heathen neighbours. Still the manliness, the 
sauvity of manner, the deep learning, after an Oriental 
fashion, of many Indian Musalmdns, render them a very 
attractive people. It is true there is a darker side — much 
bigotry, pride of race, scorn of other creeds, and, speaking 
generally, a tendency to inertness. It is thus that in 
Bengal, Madras, and perhaps in other places, they have 
fallen far behind the Hindus in educational status, and in 
the number of appointments they hold in the Government 
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service. Yet an intelligent Muslim, as a rule, makes a good 
official. 

Looking at the subject from a wider standpoint, I think 
the Church has hardly yet realised how great a barrier 
this system of Islam is to her onward march in the East. 
Surely special men with special training are required for 
such an enterprise as that of encountering Ishim in its 
own strongholds. No better pioneers of the Christian faith 
could be found in the East than men won from the Crescent 
to the Cross. 

All who are engaged in such an enterprise will perhaps 
find some help in this volume, and I am not without hope 
that it may also throw some light on the political questions 
of the day. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF ISLAM 

The creed of laljlm, “ Lii-ilaha-il-lal-lahu wa Muliammadu-r- 
RasuluTirih (There is no deity but God, and Muhammad 
is the Apostle of God), is very short, but the system itself 
is a very dogmatic one. Such statements as : “ The Quran 
is an all-embracing and sufficient code, regulating every- 
thing,” “ The Quran contains the e7iiire code of Islam — tliat 
is, it is not a book of religious precepts merely, but it 
governs all that a Muslim does,” “ The Quran contains the 
whole religion of Muhammad,” “ The Quran which contains 
the whole Gospel of Islam,” are not simply misleading, they 
are erroneous. So far from the Quran alone being the ,^ole 
rule of faith and practice to Muslims, there is not one 
single sect amongst them whose faith and practice is based 
on it alone. No one among them disputes its authority or 
casts any doubt upon its genuineness. Its voice is supremo 
in all that it concerns, but its exegesis, the whole system 
of legal jurisprudence and of theological science, is largely 
founded on the Traditions. Amongst the orthodox Musal- 
mans, the foundations of Islam are considered to be four in 
number, the Quran, Sunnat, Ijnui', and Qias. The fact 
that all the sects do not agree with the orthodox — the 
Sunnis — in this matter illustrates another important fact in 
Islam — the want of unity amongst its followers. 



2 


THE FAITH OF ISLAM 


I. The Quran. — The question of the inspiration will be 
fully discussed, and an account of the laws of the exegesis 
of the Qunin will be given in the next chapter. It is suf- 
ficient now to state that this book is held in the highest 
veneration by Muslims of every sect. When being read, it 
is kept on a stand elevated above the iloor, and no one must 
read or touch it without first making a legal ablution.^ It 
is not translated unless there is the most urgent necessity, 
and even then the Arabic text is printed with the transla- 
tion. The more bigoted Muliammaduiis say that it should 
not bo taught to any one but Muslims, and that a Moiilvie 
who teaches a Christian to read it becomes thereby a Kafir. 
In the year 1884 the Sunni Qazi and a number of Madras 
Moulvies issued a Fatva to this effect. This, however, is 
contrary to the Law, for Qazi Khiin says : “ The Ilarbi, or 
the Zimmi, when they desire to read the Qunin, may be 
taught, and so also with the Fiqh and the Ahkdms. It 
may be hoped that they will find the road to the truth. 
But until they have washed, they must not touch the 
Qunin ; after tliey have done this, they are not to be 
hindered.”*^ It is said that God chose the sacred month 
of Kamazdn in which to give all the revelations which in 
the form of books have been vouchsafed to mankind. Thus 
on the first night of that month the books of Abraham 
came down from lieaven ; on the sixth, the books of Moses ; 
on the thirteenth, the Injfl, or Gospel ; and on the twenty- 
seventh, the Qurdn.^ On that night, the Laylatu’l-Qadr, 
or “night of power,” the whole Qurdn is said to have 
descended to the lowest of the seven heavens, from whence 
it was brought piecemeal to Muhammad as occasion re- 
quired.^ “ Verily we have caused it (the Quran) to descend 

^ “ Lot none touch it but the purified.’* (S. Ivi. 78.) 

2 FaUva-i-QiCzi Khdn, chapter on Qinttu’l-Quran. 

® The Prophet said: “Certainly Laylatu’l-Qadr was revealed to met 
but I have forgotten (its date), but search for it in the last ten days and 
on one of the odd days.” (Saliihu’l-Bukhilrl.) 

** “It was certainly an admirable and politic contrivance of his to bring 
down the whole Konin at once to the lowest heaven only, and not to the 
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on tlie night of power” (Siirah xcvii. i).^ ‘^Tho Quran,” 
says Ibn Khaldun, was 8cni from heaven in the Arab 
tongue, and in a style conformable to that in which the 
Arabs were wont to express their thoughts. ... It was 
revealed phrase by phrase, verse by verse, as it was needed, 
whether for manifesting the doctrine of the unity of God, 
or for expounding tlie obligations to which men ought to 
submit in this world. In the one case we have the pro- 
clamation of the dogmas of faith, in the other the proscrip- 
tions which regulate the actions of men.” ^ The night on 
which it descended is called the blessed night, the night 
better than a thousand months, the night when angels came 
down by the permission of their Lord, the night which 
bringetli peace and blessings till the rosy dawn. Twice on 
that night, in the solitude of the cave of llini, the voice 
called ; twice, though pressed sore “ as if a fearful weight 
liad been laid upon him,” the Prophet struggled against its 
influence. The third time he heard the words : — 

“ Recite then, in the name of thy Lord who created — 

Created man from clots of blood.” (S. xevi. i.) 

“ When the voice had ceased to speak, telling Iiow from 
minutest beginnings man had been called into existence, 
and lifted up by understanding and knowledge of the Lord, 
who is most beneficent, and who by the pen had revealed 
that which man did not know, Muhammad woke up from 
his trance and felt as if ‘ a book had been written in his 
heart.’” He was much alarmed. Tradition records that 

earth, as a bungling prophet would have done ; for if the whole had been 
published at once, innumerable objections might have been made, which 
it would have been very hard, if not impossible, for him to solve ; but as 
he pretended to receive it by parcels, as God saw proper that they should 
be published for the conversion and instruction of the people, he had a 
sure way to answer all emergencies, and to extricate himself with honour 
from any difficulty which might occur.” (Sale’s Preliminary Discourse, 
Section III.) 

^ Hereafter the word Si'irah in brackets will be denoted by the letter 
S. alone. 

^ Prolegom^nes d’Ibn Khaldun, vol. ii. p. 45S. 
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he went hastily to his wife and said, “ O Khadija ! what 
has happened to me ? ” lie lay down and she watclied by 
him. When he recovered from his paroxysm, he said, 
“ O Khadija ! he of whom one would not have believed 
(i.c., himself) has become either a soolbsayer (kiihin) or 
mad.” She replied, “ God is my protection, O Abu 1-kdsira, 
He will surely not let such a thing happen unto thee, for 
thou speakest the truth, dost not return evil for evil, keepcst 
faith, art of a good life, and art kind to thy relatives and 
friends, and neither art thou a talker abroad in the bazaars. 
What has befallen thee ? Hast thou seen aught terrible ? ” 
Muhammad replied, "'Yes.” And he told her what he had 
seen. Whereupon she answered and said, “ Rejoice, O 
dear husband, and be of good cheer. He in whose hands 
stands Khadija’s life is my witness that thou wilt be the 
Prophet of this people.” ^ After this there seems to have 
been an intermission, called the Fatrah. It is generally 
acknowledged to have lasted about three years, and it was 
at this time that the Prophet gained some knowledge of the 
Jewish and the Christian histories. “ The accounts, how- 
ever,” says ]\[uir, ‘‘ are throughout confused, if not contradic- 
tory ; and we can only gather with certainty that there was 
a time during which his mind hung in suspense and doubted 
the divine mission,” It is not absolutely certain when the 
Fatrah commenced. Most commentators acknowledge that 
the first five verses of the Siiratu'l-^Alaq (xcvi.) form the 
first revelation ; but according to ‘AH, the Suratu’l-Fatihah 
is the first, and Jabir, a Companion, maintains that the 
Siiratu’l-Mudassir (Ixxiv.) preceded all others. These varying 
statements are thus reconciled ; the Siiratu’l-‘Alaq was the 
first real revelation ; the Surat ul-Fdtib ah was the first one 
revealed for purposes of worship ; the Siiratul-Mudassir 
was the first of a continued series. Henceforth there was 
no intermission.^ It is said that after the descent of the 
Suratu'l-‘Alaq (xcvi.), called also the Siiratu’l-Iqra, the 


^ Literary Eemains of Emmanuel Deutsch, p. 77. 
- Faiju’l-BukMri, p. 61. 
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Prophet longed for a further revelation, but the Wahi 
(inspiration) came not. This Fatrah was a cause of much 
grief to him. Indeed one day he started from his homo 
with the intention of committing suicide ; but when stagger- 
ing along, borne down with sorrow, a voice from heaven 
sounded in his ears. Then, as Bukhari relates it, he looked 
up and saw the angel who had appeared to him on a former 
occasion. The angel sat on a throne suspended midway 
between heaven and earth. Muhammad, much agitated, 
hastened home and said, Cover me with a cloth.” Then 
God revealed to him the Siiratu’l-Mudassir, which com- 
mences thus : “ 0 thou, enwrapped in thy mantle ! arise 
find warn.” ^ Bukhari also adds that the steady and regular 
flow of the revelation of the Quran then commenced, or, as 
he puts it, ‘‘ inspiration became warm” (Fahamiya-al-wahi).^ 
Gabriel is believed to have been the medium of communi- 
cation. This fact, however, is only once stated in the 
Qurdn : — “ Say, whoso is tho enemy of Gabriel — For ho it 
is who by God*s leave hath caused tho Quran to descend 
on thy heart” (S. ii. 91). This Siirah was revealed some 
years after tho Prophet’s flight to Madina. The other 
references to the revelation of the Quran are : — “ Verily 
from the Lord of the worlds hath this book come down ; 
the Faithful Spirit (Kuliu’l-Amm) hath come down with it ” 
(S. XX vi. 192). “The Quran is no other than a revelation 
revealed to him, one terrible in power (Sbadidu*l-Qiia) 
taught it him” (S. liii. 5). “The Holy Spirit (Tiulm’l- 
Quds) hath brought it down with truth from tho Lord ” 
(S. xvi. 104). These latter passages do not state clearly 
that Gabriel was the medium of communication, but the 
belief that he was is almost, if nob entirely, universal,® 

1 Faizu’l-Bul^hjlri, p. 58. 

* iSahihul-Buklulri, chapter on Wahi, Third Tradition. 

* Bukhdri states, on the authority of ‘Ayesha, that Khadija, after the 
Prophet had received the command to ** recite,” took him to Waraqa bin 
Naufal. He was a man, so says Bukhari, who had been a Nazarenc in 
the days of ignorance. Now he was old and blind. Khadija said, “O 
cousin, listen to thy nephew (Muhammad) and hear what he is saying.” 
Waraqa replied, “O my brother's son, what hast thou seen?” Then 
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and the commentators say that the terms '' Ruhu’l-Auun,” 
“ Shadfdu’l-Qiia,” and “ Rnhul-Qiids/’ refer to no other 
angel or spirit. The use of the word taught ” in the 
quotation from Siirali liii., and the following expression in 
Siirah Ixxv. 1 8 : “ When we have recited ity then follow 
thou the recital,” show that the Qunin is entirely an objec- 
tive revelation, and that Muhammad was only a passive 
medium of communication. The .Muhammadan historian, Ibu 
Khaldun, says on this point : “ Of all the divine books, the 
Quran is the only one of which the text, words and phrases 
have been communicated to a prophet by an audible voice. 
It is otherwise with the .Pentateuch, the Gospel and the 
other divine books: the prophets received them under the 
form of ideas.” ^ This expresses the universal belief on 
this point — a belief which reveals the essentially mechanical 
nature of Islam. , 

The Quran thus I’evealed is now looked upon as the 
standing miracle of Islam. Other divine books, it is 
admitted, wore revelations received under the form of 
ideas, but the Quriln is far superior to them all, for the 
actual text was revealed to the ear of the Prophet. Thus 
we read in Surah Ixxv. 16—19 • — 

“ Move not thy tongue in haste to follow and inasler tins revelation, 
For Ave will see to the collecting and recital of it ; 

Bid when we have recited it, then follow thou the recital ; 

And verily it shall Ije ours to nuike it clear to thee.” 

The Qunin is, then, believed to be a miraculous revelation 
of divine eloquence, as regards both forvi and substance, 
arrangement of words, and its revelation of sacred things. 
It is asserted that each well-accredited prophet performed 

Muliammad told him what had happened. Waraqa then said, “This is 
the N.'tmus which God sent down upon Moses.” The commentators on 
the Traditions say that this Nilmtis, which means the possessor of a secret, 
is “none other than Gabriel.” (SahihuT-Buklijiri on Surah xevi.) 

^ Prolt'gomdnes dTbn Khaldiin, vol. i. p. 195, As I shall often refer to 
Ibn Khaldiin, it may be as well to state what Stanley Lane-Poole says of 
him as an authority : “ He stands at the head of the Arab historians, and 
comes nearest to European notions of a philosophical historian.” (Lane’s 
Modern Egyptians, vol. ii. p. 332.) 
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miracles in tliat particular department of human skill or 
science most flourishing in his age. Thus in the days of 
Moses magic exercised a wide influence, but all the magi- 
cians of Pharaoh^s court had to submit to the superior skill 
of the Hebrew i)rophet. In the days of Jesus the science 
of medicine flourished. Men possessed great skill in the 
art of healing ; but no physician could equal the skill of 
Jesus, who not only healed the sick, but raised the dead. 
In the days of Muhammad the special and most striking 
feature of tlie age was the wonderful power of the Arabs in 
the art of poetry. Muhammadu'd-Darniri says : ‘^Wisdom 
hath alighted on three things — the brain of the Franks, the 
hands of the Chinese, and the tongue of the Arabs.” They 
were unrivalled for their eloquence, for the skill with which 
they arranged their material and gave expression to their 
thoughts. It is in this very particular that superior excel- 
lence is claimed for the Quran. It is to the Muhammadan 
mind a sure evidence of its miraculous origin that it should 
excel in this respect. Muslims say that miracles have fol- 
lowed the revelations given to other prophets in order to 
confirm the divine message. In this case the Quran is 
both a revelation and a miracle. Muhammad himself said : 

“ Each prophet has received manifest signs which carried 
conviction to men, but that which I have received is the 
revelation. So I hope to have a larger following on the 
day of resurrection than any other prophet has.” Ibn 
Khaldun says that by this the TVopliet means that such 
a wonderful miracle as the Quran, which is also a revela- 
tion, should carry conviction to a very large number,” ^ To 
a Muslim the fact is quite clear, and so to him the Quran 
is far superior to all the preceding books. Muhammad is 
said to have convinced a rival, Lebid, a poet-laureate, of the 
truth of his mission by reciting to him a portion of the 
now second Surah.* Unquestionably it is one of the very 

’ Prol( 5 goin 5 nes dTbn Khaldun, vol. i. p. 194. 

There is some difference of opinion as to the exact nature of the 
superiority of the Quran. “ Some hold the proof to lie simply in the 
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grandest specimens of Koranic or Arabic diction. . . . But 
even descriptions of this kind, grand as they be, are not 
sufficient to kindle and preserve the enthusiasm and the 
faith and the hope of a nation like the Arabs. . . . The 
poets before him had sung of valour and generosity, of lovo 
and strife and revenge ... of early graves, upon which 
weeps the morning cloud, and of the fleeting nature of life, 
which comes and goes as the waves of the desert sands, as 
the tents of a caravan, as a flower that shoots up and dies 
away. Or they shoot their bitter arrows of satire right into 
the enemy’s own soul. Muhammad sang of none of these. 
No love-rninstrelsy his : not the joys of the world, nor 
sword, nor camel, nor jealousy, nor human vengeance : not 
the glories of tribe or ancestor. He preached Islam.” The 
very fierceness with which this is done, the swearing such 
as Arab orator, proficient though he may have been in the 
art, had never made, tlie dogmatic certainty with which tlie 
Prophet proclaimed his message, have tended, equally with 
the i)assionate grandeur of his utterances, to hold the Muslim 
world spell-bound to the letter and imbued with all the 
narrowness of the book. 

So sacred is the text supposed to be, that only the Com- 
panions ^ of the Prophet are deemed worthy of being com- 
mentators on it. The work of learned divines since then 
has been to learn the Quran by heart and to master the 
Traditions, with the writings of the earliest commentators 
thereon. The revelation itself is never made a subject of 
investigation or tried by the ordinary rules of criticism. If 
only the Isnad, or chain of authorities for any interpretation, 
is good, that interpretation is unhesitatingly accepted as the 
correct one. It is a fundamental article of belief that no 

eloquence ; others, in the revelation of the Unseen ; others, in the absence 
of discrepancies. Others, again, disagreeing as to the perfect eloquence 
of the revelation, hold to the doctrine of ‘prevention,* or inability to 
produce the like, owing to divine intervention.” (Muir’s Beacon of Truth, 
p. 26.) 

^ Those who were in constant intercourse with the Prophet are called 
Ashdb (Companion) ; their disciples are named Tabi‘in (Followers) ; their 
disciples are known as Taba-i-Tttbi‘in (Followers of the Followers), 
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obher book in the world can possibly approach near to it 
in thought or expression.^ It deals with positive precepts 
rather than with principles. Its decrees are held to be 
binding not in the spirit merely, but in the very letter on 
all men, at all times, and under every circumstance of life. 
This follows as a natural consequence from the belief in its 
eternal nature. 

The various portions recited by the Prophet during the 
twenty-tliree years of his prophetical career were committed 
to writing by some of his followers, or treasured up in their 
memories. As the recital of the Quran formed a part of 
every act of public worship, and as such recital was an act 
of great religious merit, every Muslim tried to remember as 
much as he could. He who could do so best was entitled 
to the highest honour, and was often the recipient of a sub- 
stantial reward.^ The Arab love for poetiy facilitated the 
exercise of this faculty. When the Prophet died the reve- 
lation ceased. There was no distinct copy of the whole, 
nothing to show what was of transitory importance, what ot 
permanent value. There is notliing wliich proves that the 
iVophet took any special care of any portions. There seems 
to have been no definite order in which, when the book was 
compiled, the various Siirahs were arranged, for the Quran, 
as it now exists, is utterly devoid of all historical or logical 
sequence. Por a year after the Prophet’s death nothing 
seeTiis to have been done ; but then the battle of Yemana 
took place, in which a very large number of the best Quran 
reciters were slain. Omar took fright at this, and address- 
ing the Khalif Abu Bakr, said, “The slaughter may again 
wax hot amongst the repeaters of the Quran in other fields 
of battle, and much may be lost therefrom. Now, there- 
fore, my advice is that thou shouldest give speedy orders 

^ The Mu'tazilas hold that, if God allowed it, men could produce a Silrah 
like it in eloquence and arrangement. (Milal wa Nilgai, by Sharastilni, 

P- 39 ) 

“ “Thus, after the usual distribution of the spoils taken on the field of 
Cadesia (a.h. 14), the residue was divided among those who knew most of 
the Cordn.” (Muir, vol. i. p. 5 .) 
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for the collectloa of the Quran/' Abii Bakr agreed, and 
said to Zaid, who had been an amanuensis of the Prophet, 
“ Tliou art a young man, and wise, against whom no one 
amongst us can cast an imputation ; and thou wert wont to 
wiite down the inspired revelations of the Prophet of the 
Lord, wherefore now search out the Qiirjin and bring it all 
together.” Zaid being at length pressed to undertake the 
task, proceeded to gather the Quran together from date 
leaves and tablets of white stone, and from tlio hearts of 
men.” In course of time it was all compiled in the order in 
whicli tlie book is now arranged. This was the authorised 
text for some twenty-three years after the death of JMul.iam- 
mad. Owing, however, either to different modes of recita- 
tion, or to differences of expression in the sources from 
which Zaid’s first recension was made, a variety of different 
readings crept into the copies in use. The Faithful became 
alarmed, and the Khalif Osman was persuaded to put a stop 
to such a danger, lie appointed Zaid, with three of the 
leading men of the Quraish as assistants, to go over the 
whole work again. A careful recension was made of the 
whole book, which was then assimilated to the Meccan dia- 
lect, the purest in Arabia. After this all other copies of 
the Quran were burnt by order of the Khalif, and new 
transcripts were made of the revised edition, which was now 
the only authorised copy. As it is a fundamental tenet of 
Islim that the Quran is incorruptible and absolutely free 
from error, no little difficulty has been felt in explaining 
the need of Osman's new and revised edition, and of the 
circumstances under which it took place; but, as usual, a 
Tradition has been handed down which makes it lawful to 
read the Qurdn in seven dialects. On the authority of I bn 
^Abbas the following tradition is recorded : “ Gabriel taught 
me to read the Quran in one dialect, and when I recited it 
he taught me to recite it in another, and so on until the 
number of dialects amounted to seven.” These dialects, 
known as the Sabdtu Aliraf, or, in Persian, Haft Qira'at, 
were the seven chief ones of Arabia. The members of these 
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several tribes used to recite tlie Qiirtla in their respective 
dialects until Osman’s Quran was issued, when only one 
dialect was allowed. 

The book in its present form may be accepted as a 
genuine reproduction of Abii Bakr’s edition with authori- 
tative corrections. We may rest assured that we have in 
the Quran now in use the record of what Muhammad said. 
It thus becomes a fundamental basis of Islam. It was a 
common praclico of the early Muslims when speaking ot 
the Prophet to say, His character is the Quran.” When 
people curious to know details of the life of their beloved 
master asked ‘Ayesha, one of his widows, about him, she 
used to reply, ‘‘ Thou hast the Quran, art thou not an 
Arab and readcst the Arab tongue ? Why dost thou ask 
me ? for the Prophet’s disposition is no other than tho 
Qunin.” 

Whether Muhammad would have arranged the Quran as 
we now have it is a subject on which it is impossible to 
form an opinion. There are Traditions which seem to show 
that he had some doubts as to its completeness. I give the 
following account on the authority of M. Caussin do Percival. 
When Muhammad felt his end draw near he said, “ Bring 
ink and paper: I wish to write to you a book to preserve you 
always from error.” But it was too late. He could not 
write or dictate, and so he said, “ May the Qunin always be 
your guide. Perform what it commands you ; avoid what 
it prohibits.” The genuineness of the first part of this 
Tradition is, I think, very doubtful ; the latter is quite in 
accordance with the Prophet’s claim for his teaching. The 
letter of tho book became, as Muhammad intended it 
should become, a despotic influence in the Muslim world, a 
barrier to freethinking on the part of all the orthodox, an 
obstacle to innovation in all spheres — political, social, intel- 
lectual and moral. “ Unlike the Decemviral code, which 
was compiled in a business-like way for the guidance of 
magistrates and litigants, and which made no pretence of 
finality, the Quran is a religious miscellany with some legis- 
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lative matter embodied in it, which would never have been 
put forward to do duty as a code, but for the belief, common 
to rulers and ruled, that every word and every syllable camo 
direct from heaven, and which, having been put forward in 
that belief, cannot he ahrogaicd or altered in the smallest 
2>articidar until a new messenger shall j)rescnt himself with 
Cijually good credentials'' ^ 

There are many topics connected with the Quran which 
can bo better explained in the next chapter. All that has 
now to be liero stated is that the Quran is the first founda- 
tion of Ishira. It is an error to suppose it is the only one : 
an error which more than anything else has led persons 
away from the only position in which they could obtain a 
true idea of the great system of Islam. Stanley Lane- 
Poole in “Studies in a Mosque’' (p. 167) well says: 
large part of what Muslims now believe is not to be found 
in the Qnnin at all. We do not mean to say that the 
Traditions of Muhammad are not as good authority as the 
Qunin ; indeed, except that in the latter case, the Prophet 
l)rofessed to speak the words of God, and in the former ho 
did not so profess, there is little to choose between them. 
Nor do we assert that the early doctors of the Law dis- 
played no imaginative faculty in drawing their inferences 
and analogies, though we have our suspicions ; all we would 
insist on is, that it is a mistake to call the Quran either 
the theological compendium or the corpus legis of Islam.” 

The Shi'ahs maintain, without good reason, that the fol- 
lowing verses favourable to the claims of ‘All and of the 
Shi'ah faction were omitted in Osman’s recension : — 

“ O lielievers ! believe in the two lights (MiihaTnniad and ‘Alf). 

“ ‘AH is of the number of the pious; we shall give him his right 
ill the day of judgment; we shall not jiass over those wlio wish 
to deceive him. We have honoured liiin above all this family. 
He and his family are very patient. Their enemy - is the chief 
of sinners. 

^ ADglo-Muliammailjtn Law, by Sir R. K. Wilson, p. 22. 

2 Mu'iCwiyah. 
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‘‘We have aiinotinced to thee a race of just men, men^ who 
will not oppose our orders. My mercy and peace are on them, 
living or dead. 

“ As to those who walk in their way, my mercy is on them ; 
they will certainly gain the mansions of Paradise.” 

The orthodox can reply to this claim by quoting a tradi- 
tion recorded by liukhari : “ The Prophet left nothing but 
what is within the two covers (of the Quran).” 

There is no evidence that Muhammad had any practical 
acquaintance with the Old and New Testament Scriptures.^ 
There is only one quotation in the Quran from the Ohl 
Testament, and that is a passage from Psalm xxxvii, 29, 
which is quoted in Siirali xxi. 105 : “Since tho Law was 
given, wo have written in the Psalms that ‘ my servants, 
the righteous, shall inherit the earth. There are a few 
apparent references to the New Testament, such as in tho 
words, “Nor shall they enter Paradise until the camel 
passeth through tho eye of the needle” (S. vii. 38); and 
in “Jesus, the Son of Mary, said: ‘0 cliildren of Israel! 
of a truth I am God’s Apostle to you to confirm the Law 
which was given before Me, and to announce an Apostle 
that shall come after Me, whose name shall bo Ahmad ’ ” 
(S. Ixi. 6). Tliis no doubt refers to St. John xvi. 7: “ If 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but 
if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” Muhammad seems 
to have misunderstood the word TrapaVV/ro?, and imagined 
it to be the same as irepiKXvTo^, which has somewhat the 
same meaning as Alimad, from which word the name 
Muhammad is formed. The poetical parts of tlie Qurtin 

1 The twelve Imams. 

® Al-Mahdi is still supposed to be alive. 

® Muhammad is called in Stirah vii. 156, the Al-Nabj’l-Ummi, which 
Miihammadiins generally translate as the “ unlettered Prophet,” and say 
he could not read or write. This is used as an argument to show that lie 
could not have composed so eloquent a book as the Quntn, and that, there- 
fore, it must be the words of God. But the term more probably means 
“the Prophet of the Gentiles,” as distinguished from a prophet belonging 
to the “people of the Book,” i.«., Jews or Christians, and is meant to show 
that he was not acquainted with the books of preceding prophets. 
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are tlie Prophet’s own creation; for the rest he was indebted 
to the Jewish Traditions based on the Talmud. The Baby- 
lonian Gemara was finished about the year 530 a.d. ; the 
Jerusalem Gemara in 430 A.D., and the Mishna about 
220 A.D. All of these, therefore, were available. Other 
portions of the Quran are derived from stories found in the 
Apocryphal Gospels, Christian legends, and Zoroastrian tales, 
to whicli latter reference seems to bo made in — “The un- 
believers say, ‘ Of old have we been promised this, we and 
our sires of old; it is but tales of the Ancients’” (S.xxvii.70). 
Many also of Muhammad’s friends were acquainted with the 
Bible, and some of them became Christians. There were also 
Jewish tribes in Arabia, with whom the Prophet came into 
contact, and with whom be was for a while friendly. Apart 
from the general conception of the Unity of God and other 
dogmas which Islam has borrowed from Judaism, many ot 
the less important matters of belief are clearly taken from 
Talmudic sources, such as the story of the angels Ilariit 
and Marut (S. ii. 96) ; the seven heavens and hells (S. xvii. 
46, XV. 44); the position of the throne of God at the 
creation (S, xi. 9) ; A 1 A^nif, or the partition between 
heaven and hell (S. vii. 44). The following also may be 
traced to Zoroastrian sources: the Jinn or Genii (S. vi. 100); 
the Ilouris, which are identical with the Parikas of the 
Avesta and the Peris of modem Persia, beings “ endowed 
with seductive beauty, dwelling in the air, and attaching 
themselves to the stars and light ; ” the angel of death and 
the bridge (Sirut). The teaching generally about evil spirits 
is derived from the same source. In fact, the early adver- 
saries of the Prophet accused him of having confederates, 
and spoke of his revelations as a collection of fables and 
mere poetical utterances. Thus, “ The infidels say : * This 
Quran is a mere fraud of his own devising, and others have 
helped him with it. . . . Tales of the Ancients that he hath 
put in writing, and they were dictated to him morn and 
eve’” (S. XXV. 5, 6). The Qurdn itself bears internal 
evidence of the great skill with which Mubammad formed 
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the eclectic system of IslAm, which has been well described as 
corrupt form of late Judaism with which ideas and practices 
derived from Arabian and Persian heathenism, and in one 
or two instances from heretical books, have been mingled.” 

2. The Sunn at. — The second foundation of Islam is 
based on the Iladis (plural Ahadis) or Tradition. Com- 
mands from God given in the Quran are called “ farz ” 
and “wfijib.” A command given by the Prophet or an 
example set by him is called sumiat,” a word meaning a 
rule. It is then technically applied to the basis of religious 
faith and practice, which is founded on traditional accounts 
of the sayings and acts of Muhammad.^ It is the belief 
common to all Musalmilns, that the Prophet in all that he 
did, and in all that he mid^ was supernaturally guided, and 
that his words and acts are to all time and to all his 
followers a divine rule of faith and practice. “We should 
know that God Almighty has given commands and pro- 
hibitions to his servants, either by means of the Quran, 
or by the mouth of His Prophet.” Al-Ghazzali, a most 
distinguished theologian, writes : Neither is the faith 
according to His will complete by the testimony to the 
Unity alone, that is, by simply saying, ‘ There is but one 
God,’ without the addition of the further testimony to the 
Apostle, that is, the statement, ^Muhammad is the apostle 
of God.’” This belief in the Prophet must extend to all 
that he has said concerning the present and the future life, 
for, says the same author, “A man’s faith is not accepted 
till he is fully persuaded of those things which the Prophet 
hath affirmed shall be after death.” In the Mishkdt (Book i. 
chapter vi.) the following Traditions on this point are re- 
corded : “ That which the Prophet of God hath made unlawful 
is like that which God Himself hath made so.” Verily the 
best word is the word of God, and the best rule of life is that 

^ These are called (i) Sunnat-i-Fi‘h, that which Muhammad himself 
did. (2) Sunnat-i-Quali, that which he said should be practised. (3) 
Sunnat-i-TaqrirS, that which was done in his presence and which he did 
not forbid, 

2 Risdla-i-Berkevi. 
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delivered by Muhamrnad.” have left you two things, 
and you will not stray as long as you hold them fast. The 
one is the word of God, and the other the law (sunnat) of 
His Prophet.” “I am no more than a man, but when I 
order anything respecting religion, receive it, and when I 
order anything about the affairs of the world, then I am 
nothing more than a man.” 

It is often said that the Wahhabis reject Tradition. In 
the ordinary sense of the word Tradition they may ; but in 
Muslim Theology the term Hadis, which we translate Tradi- 
tion, has a special meaning. It is applied only to the say- 
ings of the Prophet, not to those of some uninspired divino 
or teacher. The Wahhabis reject the Traditions handed 
down by men who lived after the time of the Companions, 
but the lladis, embodying the sayings of the Prophet, they, 
in common with all Muslim sects, hold to be an inspired 
revelation of God’s will to men. It would be as reasonable 
to say that Protestants reject the four Gospels as to say 
: that the AVahhabis reject Tradition.^ An orthodox Muslim 
1 places the Gospels in the same rank as the Hadis, that is, 
i he looks upon them as a record of what Jesus said and did 
* handed down to us by His Companions. In the same way 
as other Prophets received their books under the form of 
ideas, so our Prophet has in the same way received a great 
number of communications which are found in the collec- 
tions of the Traditions (Ahadis).^ This shows that the 
Sunnat must be placed on a level with the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures ; whilst the Quran is a revelation 
superior to them all. To no sect of Musalmans is the 
Quran alone the rule of faith. The Shi'ahs, it is true, reject 
the Sunnat, but they have in their own collection of Tradi- 
tions an exact equivalent. 

^ The great Wahhilbf preacher Muharamad of whom some 

account will be given later on, says in the Takwiatu’l-Inidn : “ The best 
of all ways is to liave for principles the words (holy writings) of God and 
of His Apostle ; to hold them alone as precedents, and not to allow our 
own opinion to be exercised.'' 

* Prol» 5 gom 6 nes dlbn Khaldun, vol. i. p. 195. 
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The nature of the inspiration of the Sunnat and its authori- 
tative value are questions of the first importance, whether 
Islam is viewed from a theological or a political standpoint. 

“Muhammad said that seventy-three sects would arise, 
of whom only one would be worthy of Paradise. The Com- 
panions inquired which sect would be so highly favoured. 
The Prophet replied, ‘ The one which remains firm in my 
way and in that of my friends.* It is certain that this 
must refer to the Ahl-i-Sunnat wa Jama'at.”^ 

It is laid down as a preliminary religious duty that 
obedience should be rendered to the Sunnat of the Prophet. 
Thus in the fourth Siirah of the Quran it is written : “ O true 
believers ! obey God and obey the apostle.** “We have 
not sent any apostle but that he might be obeyed by the 
permission of God.** Again, “ A noble pattern have ye in 
God’s apostle, for all who hope in God and the latter day ” 
(S. xiii. 21). The Tafsir-i-Ibn ‘Abbas explains “noble 
pattern** as “noble sunnat** (sunnatan l.iasanatan). From 
these and similar passages the following doctrine is de- 
duced : “ It is plain that the Prophet (on whom and on 
whose descendants be the mercy and peace of God!) is free 
from sin in what he ordered to be done, and in what he 
prohibited, in all his words and acts ; for were it otherwise, 
how could obedience rendered to him be accounted as obedi- 
ence paid to God ? *' ^ Believers are exhorted to render obedi- 
ence to God by witnessing to His divinity, and to the Prophet 
by bearing witness to his prophetship ; this is a sign of love, 
and love is the cause of nearness to God. The Prophet 
himself is reported to have said, “ Obey me, that God may 
regard you as friends.’* From this statement the conclusion 
is drawn that “ the love of God (to man) is conditional on 
obedience to the Prophet.” Belief in and obedience to the 
Prophet are essential elements of the true faith, and he 
who possesses not both of these is in error.® 


^ Takmnii’l-Imjln, p. 16. * Miiddriju’n-Nabuwat, p. 285. 

* “ Les docteurs do la loi sont nnaniment d’accord sur robligation do 
conformer ses actions h ce qui est indiqud dans les traditions attributes 
au Prophfete.” (Ibn Khalddn, vol. ii. p. 465.) 
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In order to show the necessity of this obedience, God is 
said to have appointed Muhammad as the Mediator between 
Himself and man. In a lower sense, believers are to follow 
the “ Sunnat ” of the four Khalifs, Abu Bakr, Omar, Osman, 
and 'Alf, who are true guides to men. 

To the Muslim all that the Prophet did was perfectly in 
accord with the will of God. Moral laws have a difierent 
application when applied to him. His jealousy, his cruelty 
to the Jewish tribes,^ his indulgence in licentiousness, his 
bold assertion of equality with God as regards his com- 
mands,^ his every act and word are sinless and a guide to 
men as long as the world shall last. It is easy for an 
apologist for Muhammad to say that this is an accretion, 
something which engrafted itself on to a simpler system. It 
is no such thing. It is rather one of the essential parts of 
the system. Let Muhammad be his own witness: — “He 
who loves not my Sunnat is not my follower.'' “ He who 
revives my Sunnat revives me, and will be with me in 
Paradise." “ He who in distress holds fast to the Sunnat 
will receive the reward of a hundred martyrs." Thus the 
morality of Islam in the nineteenth century is the morality 
of Arabia in the seventh. Muhammad fulfilled the moral 
requirements of a perfect Arab : he is the ideal of the 
standard of ethics as he regulated it in his own day ; and as 
this national standard of ethics is supposed to be divine 
and authoritative, it has fixed for ever the standard for all 
Muslim lands ; but it is too limited. Muhammad fails as 
the ideal embodiment of a Son of Man,” one common to 
all humanity. As might be expected, the setting up of his 
own acts and words as an infallible and unvarying rule of 
faith accounts more than anything else for the immobility 

^ “O believers! take not the Jews or Christians as friends. They are 
blit one another’s friends. If any of you taketh them for his friends he 
is surely one of them. God will not guide the evil-doers.” (S. v. 56.) 

-“Obey God and the Apostle.” “When God and His Apostle have 
decreed a matter . . . whosoever disobeyeth God and His Apostle erreth 
with a palpable error.” “Verily they who affront God and His Apostle, 
the curse of God is on them in this world and in the world to come.” (S. 
xxxiii. 33, 36, 57.) 
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of the Muhammadan world, for it must be always remem- 
bered that in Isljim Church and State are one. The Arab 
proverb, “A1 mulk wa din tawamini” (country and religion 
are twins), is the popular form of expressing the unity of 
Church and State. To the mind of the Musalmdn the rule 
of the one is the rule of the other — a truth sometimes 
forgotten by politicians who look hopefully on the reform 
of Turkey or the regeneration of the House of Osman. The 
Sunnat, as much as the Quran, covers all law, whether 
political, social, moral, or religious. A modem writer who 
has an intimate acquaintance with Ishlm says : “ If Islam 
is to be a power for good in the future, it is imperatively 
necessary to cut off the social system from the religion. 
The difficulty lies in the close connection between the reli- 
gious and social ordinances in the Quran ; the two are so 
intermingled that it is hard to see how they can be disen- 
tangled without destroying both,” I believe this to be 
impossible, and the case becomes still more hopeless when 
we remember that the same remark would apply to the 
Sunnat. To forget this is to go astray, for Ibn Khaldun 
distinctly speaks of “ the Law derived from the Quran and 
the Sunnat,” ^ of the “ maxims of Musalmdn Law based on 
the text of the Quran and the teaching of the Traditions.” ^ 
A1 Junaid, a famous theological teacher of the third century 
A.H., says : “ Our system of doctrine is firmly bound up 
with the dogmas of faith and the Qnrdii and the Sunnat.” ^ 
The Prophet had a great dread of all innovation. The 
technical term for anything new is “ bid'at,” and of it it is 
said, “ Bid^at is the changer of Sunnat.” In other words, if 

^ Prolt^omenes d’Ibn Khaldun, vol. ii. p. 477. 

® In June 1827 A.D. Sultan Mahmud issued a manifesto protesting 
against interference in the affairs of the Ottoman Empire, “the affairs 
of which are conducted upon the principles of sacred legislation^ and all 
the regulations of which are strictly connected with the principles of 
religion.’* These principles still remain in force, for the famous Fatvd 
given by the Council of the ‘Ulamd in July 1879 anent Khairu’d-din’s 
proposed reforms, speaks of “the unalterable principles of the Sheri,” 
or Law. 

“ Ibn Khallikdn, vol. i. p. 338. 
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men seek after things new^ — if fresh forms of thought arise, 
and the changing condition of society demands now modes 
of expression for the Faith, or new laws to regulate the 
community — if, in internals or externals, any new thing 
(bid ‘at) is introduced, it is to be shunned. The law, as 
revealed in the Qunin and the Snmiat, is perfect. Every- 
thing not in accordance with the precepts therein contained 
is innovation, and all innovation is heresy. Meanwhile some 
“ bid'at ” is allowable, such as the teaching of etymology 
and syntax, the establishment of schools, guest-houses, &c., 
which things did not exist in the time of the Prophet ; but 
it is distinctly and clearly laid down that compliance with 
the least Sunnat (i.e., the obeying the least of the orders of 
the Prophet, however trivial) is far better than doing some 
new thing, however advantageous and desirable it may be. 

There are many stories which illustrate the importance 
the Companions of the Prophet attached to the Sunnat. 

The Khalif Omar looked towards the black stone at 
Mecca, and said, ‘By God, I know that thou art only a 
stone, and canst grant no benefit, canst do no harm. If 
I had not known that the Prophet kissed thee, I would not 
have done so, but on account of that I do it.’ ” ‘Abdu'lhlh 
Ibn ‘Umr was seen riding his camel round and round a 
certain place. In answer to an inquiry as to his reason 
for so doing ho said, “I know not, only I have seen the 
Prophet do so here.” Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, one of the four 
great Imams, and the founder of the Hanbali school of in- 
terpretation, is said to have been appointed on account of 
the care with which he observed the Sunnat. One day 
when sitting in an assembly he alone of all present 
observed some formal custom authorised by the practice 
of the Prophet. Gabriel at once appeared and informed 
him that now, and on account of his act, he was appointed 
an Imara,^ In short, it is distinctly laid down that the 

^ “ The respect which modern Muslims pay to their Prophet is almost 
idolatrous. The Imdm Ibn Hanbal would not even eat water-melons 
because, although he knew the Prophet ate them, he could not learn 
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best of all works is the following of the practice of 
Muhaminad. The essence of religion has been stated by 
a learned theologian to consist of three things : first, to 
follow the Prophet in morals and in acts ; secondly, to eat 
only lawful food ; thirdly, to be sincere in all actions. 

The Sunnat is now known to Musalmans through the 
collections of Traditions gathered together by the men 
whose names they now bear. The whole are called 
Silialiu’s-Sittah, or “six correct books.'’ Not one of these 
collectors flourished until the third century of the Hijrah, 
and so, as may be easily supposed, their work has not 
passed unchallenged. There is by no means an absolute 
consensus of opinion among the Sunnis as to the exact 
value of each Tradition, yet all admit that a “ genuine 
Tradition” must be obeyed. Whether the Prophet spoke 
what in the Traditions is recorded as spoken by him under 
the influence of the highest kind of inspiration is, as will 
be shown in the next chapter, a disputed point ; but it 
matters little. Whatever may have been the degree, it 
was according to Muslim belief a real inspiration, and thus 
his every act and word became a law as binding upon his 
followers as the example of Christ is upon Christians. 

The Shi‘ahs do not acknowledge the Sihdl.m’s-Sittah, the 
six correct books of the Sunnis, but it by no means follows 
that they reject Tradition. They have five books of Tradi- 
tions, the earliest of which was compiled by Abii JaTar 
Muhammad A.II. 329, or a century later than the Sal.ifl.i-i- 
Bukhari, the most trustworthy of the Sunni set. Thus all 
Musalmdn sects accept the first and second ground of the 
faith — the Quran and the Sunnat — as the inspired will 
of God ; the Shi^ahs substituting, in the place of the 
Traditions on which the Sunnat is based, a collection of 
their own. What it is important to maintain is this, 

whether he ate them with or without the rind, or whether he broke, 
bit, or cut them : and he forbade a woman, who questioned him as to the 
propriety of the act, to spin by the light of torches passing in the streets 
by night, because the Prophet had not mentioned that it was lawful to do 
so.” (Lane’s Modern Egyptians, vol. i. p. 354.) 
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that the Qardu alone is to no ]\Iusalman an all-sufficient 
guide. 

3. — Tlio third foundation of the Faith is called 

a word signifying to be collected or assembled. 
Technically it means the unanimous consent of the leading 
theologians, or what in Christian theology would bo called 
the “ unanimous consent of the Fathers.” Practically it is 
a collection of the opinions of the Companions, the Tabi'i'ri 
and the Taba-i-Tabi‘iu. “The Law,” says Ibn Khaldun, 
“ is grounded on the general accord of the Companions and 
their followers.” Ibn Abii Daud says : “ A schismatic once 
came to Al-Mamiin, who said to him, ‘Why didst thou 
oppose us?’ He replied, ‘Averse of the book of God.’ 
‘ Which ? ’ ‘ The words of the Most High — whoso judgeth 

not according to what God has revealed, they arc infidels.’ 
The Khalif then wished to know whether he had any certain 
knowledge that this had been revealed, and what his proof 
was. He answered thus — ‘ The consensus of the people ; ’ 
to which Al-Maraiin rejoined, ^As thou art content with 
their agreement concerning the revelation, be content with 
their unanimity in the interpretation thereof.’ The man 
then said, ‘ Thou hast spoken truly ; peace be to thee, O 
Prince of the Faithful,’ ” ^ The commentator Baizavi quotes 
the following text : “ Ye were the best nation produced to 
men ; ye enjoined right and forbade wrong, and believed in 
God” (S. iii. 106), and says that it is used to prove that 
the agreements of believers is a source of Law, for this verse 
makes it certain that they enjoined everything right and 
forbade everything wrong. The election of Abii Bakr to 
the Khalifate is called Ijma‘-i-Unimat, the unanimous con- 

^ “ In the Qunin and the Traditions we have respectively the UTidouhtrd 
and the probable teaching of the Prophet, each equally binding upon his 
followers. But the Muslim has something more than this to guide him, 
and this last is what Western students of IsMm are apt to under-cstimate. 
Christians would call it “ the general consent of the Fathers,” and possibly 
reject it. Muhammadiins call it Ijmit‘, and implicitly obey it.** (Studies 
in a Mosque, by Stanley Lane-Poole, p. 319.) 

- History of the Khalifs, by Jaldla'd-din As-Syuti, p. 335. 
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sent of the whole sect. The Companions of the Prophet 
had special knowledge of the various circumstances under 
which special revelations had been made ; they alone knew 
which verses of the Qurun abrogated others, and which 
verses were thus abrogated. The knowledge of these 
matters and many other details they handed on to their 
successors, the Tabi^in, who passed the information on to 
their followers, the Taba-i-TabWn. Some of the Mu'tazilas 
seem to reject Ijina* altogether,^ and some Muslims, the 
Wahhabis for example, accept only the Ijma' of the Com- 
panions, and by all sects that is placed in the first rank as 
regards authority ; others accept that of tlie '' Fugitives ” 
who dwelt at Madina ; and there are some amongst the 
orthodox who allow, as a matter of theory, that Ijina* may 
be collected at any time, but that practically it is not done 
because there are now no Mujtahidin. The highest rank a 
Muslim Theologian could reach was that of a Mujtahid, or 
one who could make an Ijtiluid — a word which, derived from 
the same root as Jihad (a Crescentade), means in its technical 
sense a logical deduction. It is defined as the “attaining 
to a certain degree of authority in searching into the prin- 
ciples of jurisprudence.” The origin of Ijtihad was as 
follows : — Muhammad wished to send a man named MaViz 
to Yaman to receive some money collected for alms, which 
he was then to distribute to the poor. On appointing him 
he said, “ 0 MuViz, by what rule will you act ? ” Ho re- 
plied, “ By the Law of the Quran.” “ But if you find no 
direction therein ? ” “ Then I will act according to the 

Sunnat of the Propliet.” “ But what if that fails ? ” “ Then 

I will make an Ijtihad and act on that.” The IVophet 
raised his hands and said, “ Praise be to God, who guides 
the messenger of His Prophet in what He pleases.” ^ This 
is considered a proof of the authority of Ijtihad, for the 
Prophet clearly sanctioned it. 

When the Ih’ophet was alive, men could go to him with 

’ Sharaststni’s Milal wa Nilial, p. 87. 

® Muddriju’n-Nabuwat, p. 1009. 
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their doubts and fears ; an infallible authority was always 
present, ready to give an inspired direction. They knew 
by experience that for each new case as it arose, that for 
each new emergency, Gabriel would bring some message 
direct from heaven, or that Muhammad would be rightly 
guided in the orders he gave. The Khalifs who succeeded 
the Prophet had only to administer the Law according to 
the opinions which they knew Muhammad had held. They 
were busily engaged in carrying on the work of conquest ; 
they neither attempted any new legislation, nor did they 
depart fix)m the practice of him whom they revered. “ In 
the first days of Islam the knowledge of the Law was purely 
traditional. In forming their judgments, they had no re- 
course either to speculation, to private opinion, or to argu- 
ments founded upon analogy.”^ The duty of the religious 
teachers was, according to Ibn Khaldun, “ to communicate 
to others the orders which they had heard from the mouth 
of the Legislator.”^ ‘‘The Prophet charged the principal 
men amongst his Companions to teach the (Arab) people 
the precepts of the Law which he had brought to men. 
This mission was at first confided to ten of the chief Com- 
panions, afterwards to others of lower rank. When Isldm 
was firmly established and its foundations strengthened, the 
more distant people received it by means of their adherents ; 
but after a while that teaching suffered modification, and 
they had to deduce from the sacred writings maxims to 
apply to the numerous cases which constantly came before 
the tribunals.” ^ Thus, as the Empire grew, new conditions 
of life arose, giving rise to questions concerning which 
Muhammad had given no explicit direction. This necessi- 
tated the use of Ijtihad. During the Khalifates of Abii 
Jlakr, Omar, Osmdn, and ^Ali — the Khulafa-i-Iiashidfn, or 
the Khalifs who could guide men in the right way — the 
custom was for the Faithful to consult them as to the 
course of action to be pursued under some new develop- 

^ Prolt^gom^nes d*Ibn Kbalddn, vol. ii. p. 469. 

'■* Ibid., vol. i. p. 60. * Ibid., vol. i. p. 61. 
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ment of circumstances; for they knew as none other did 
the Prophet’s sayings and deeds; they could recall to their 
memories a saying or an act from which a decision could 
be deduced. In this way all Muslims could feel that in fol- 
lowing their judgments and guidance they were walking in the 
right path. But after the death of ‘AH, the fourth Khalif, 
civil war and hostile factions imperilled the continuance of 
the Faith in its purity. At Madina, where Muhammad’s 
career as a recognised Prophet was best known, devout men 
commenced to learn by heart the Quran, the Sunnat, and 
the analogical judgments (Ijtihad) of the four KhaHfs. 
These men were looked up to as authorities, and their deci- 
sions were afterwards known as the “ Customs of Madina.” 

It is not difficult to see that a system which sought to 
regulate all departments of life, all developments of men’s 
ideas and energies, by the Suunat and analogical deductions 
therefrom was one which not only gave every temptation 
a system could give to the manufacture of Tradition, but 
one which would soon become too cumbersome to be of 
practical use. Hence, it was absolutely necessary to syste- 
matise all this incoherent mass of Tradition, of judgments 
given by Khalifs and Mujtahidin. This gave rise to the 
systems of jurisprudence, founded by the four orthodox 
Imams, to one or other of which all Muslims, except the 
Shl‘ahs, belong. These Imams, Abii Hanifa, Ibn Mdlik, 
As-ShafiT, and Ibn Hanbal, were all Mujtabidin of the 
highest rank. After them it is the orthodox belief that 
there has been no Mujtahid. Thus in a standard theo- 
logical book much used in India it is written: “Ijmd^ is 
this, that it is not lawful to follow any other than the four 
Imams.” “In these days the Quzi must make no order, 
the Muftf give no fatva (i.e. a legal decision), contrary to 
the opinion of the four Imams.” “ To follow any other is 
not lawful.” To act contrary to the Ijmd‘ is unlawful.” ^ 
So far, then, as oxthodoxy is concerned, change and 
progress are impossible. 

^ Zawdbitu’l-Furkdn, p. 17. 
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Imam Abu Hanifa was born at Basra (a.ii. 8o), but he 
spent tlio greater part of liis life at Kiifab, and died at 
Baghdad in the year 150 A.H. He had two disciples, 
famous in the legal world, Muhammad and Abu Yiisuf. 
He was the founder and teacher of the body of legists 
known as the jurists of Irak.” His system differs con- 
siderably from that of the Imam Malik, who, living at 
Madina, confined himself chiefly to Tradition as the basis 
of his judgments. Madina was full of the memories of tho 
sayings and acts of the Prophet; Kiifah, the home of 
Hanifa, on the contrary, was not founded till after tho 
Prophet’s death, and so possessed none of his memories. 
Islam there came into contact with other races of men, but 
from them it had nothing to learn. If these men became 
Muslims, well and good: if not, the one law for them as 
for the Faithful was the teaching of Muhammad. Various 
texts of the QurAn are adduced to prove the correctness of 
this position. “ For to thee have we sent down the book 
which cleareth up everything” (S. xvi. 91). “Nothing 
have we passed over in the book” (S. vi. 38). “Neither 
is there a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor a thing 
green or sere, but it is noted in a distinct writing ” (S. vi. 
59). These texts were held to prove that all law was pro- 
vided for by anticipation in the Quran. If a verse could 
not be found bearing on any given question, analogical 
deduction was resorted to. Thus : “ He it is who created 
for you, all that is on earth” (S. ii. 27). According to the 
Hanifite jurists, this is a deed of gift which annuls all other 
rights of propert}". The “you” refers to Muslims. The 
earth ^ may be classified under three heads : (i) land which 
never had an owner; (2) land which had an owner and 
has been abandoned ; (3) the person and property of the 
Infidels. From the last division the same legists deduce 
the lawfulness of slavery, piracy, and constant war against 
the unbelievers. “ Abii Hanifa was esteemed a great 
master in the art of Qias. The following story on this 

^ Journal Asiatique, 4 me Siirie, tome xii. 
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point is related by 'All Ibn 'Asun. I went to visit Abil 
Hanifa, and found with him a barber about to cut his hair. 
‘ Cut away only the parts which are white/ said Abii Ilanifa. 
To which the barber replied, 'Do not insist on that.' ' Why 
not?' 'Because thou wilt increase their whiteness.’ 'Well/ 
said Abu Hanifa, ‘cut away those that are black, that may 
perhaps increase their blackness.’ ‘All Ibn 'Asun continues 
the story thus : I told Shauk about this. He laughed and 
said, ‘ If ever Abii Hanifa gave up his system of Qhis he 
did so with the barber. That is, he used the word pcrha2)s^ 
and did not draw an absolute conclusion.”'^ AbA Hanifa 
admitted very few Traditions as authoritative in his system,^ 
which claims to be a logical development from the Quran. 
" The merit of logical fearlessness cannot be denied to it. 
The wants and wishes of men, the previous history of a 
country — all those considerations, in fact, which are held 
in the West to be the governing principles of legislation, 
are set aside by the legists of Irak as being of no account 
whatever. Legislation is not a science inductive and 
experimental, but logical and deductive."^ 

Imam Ibn Malik was born at Madina (a.il 93), and his 
system. of jurisprudence is founded, as might be expected 
from his connection with the sacred city, on the “ Customs 
of Madina.” His business was to arrange and systematise 
the Traditions current in Medina, and to form out of them 
and the "Customs” a system of jurisprudence embracing 
the whole sphere of life. The treatise composed by him 

^ Ibn Khallikiln, vol. iii. p. 559. 

2 “Tlie Traditions which Abti Hanifa has reported are few in number, 
because before he admitted the exactness and the probity of the persons 
who had collected them, he rigorously exacted that all the conditions of 
autlienticity should be perfectly fulfilled. That which has proved him to 
be one of the greatest and most conscientious collectors of Tradition is 
the great authority which his system rightly enjoys amongst the Miisal- 
mjins, and the confidence which they place in the author and in his 
opinions. After his death his disciples relaxed the rigour of their 
master’s conditions, and published Traditions wdiolcsale.’* (Ibn Khalddn, 
vol. ii. p. 478.) 

^ Osborn’s IsltCm under the Khalifs, p. 29. 
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was called the Muwatta ” or “ The Beaten Path.” The 
greater part of its contents are legal maxims and opinions 
delivered by the Companions. His system of jurisprudence, 
therefore, has been described as historical and traditional. 
In an elegy on his death by Abii Muliammad JaTar it is 
said : “ His Traditions were of the greatest authority ; his 
gravity was impressive ; and when he delivered them, all 
his auditors were plunged in admiration.” ^ The Traditions 
were his great delight. “ I delight,” said he, in testifying 
my profound respect for the sayings of the Prophet of God, 
and I never repeat one unless I feel myself in a state of 
perfect purity ” ^ (i.e., after performing a legal ablution). 
As death approached, his one fear was lest he should have 
exercised his private judgment in delivering any legal 
opinion. In his last illness a friend went to visit him, and 
inquiring why he wept, received the following answer : 
“ Why should I not weep, and who has more right to weep 
than I ? By Allah ! I wish I had been flogged and re- 
flogged for every question of law on which I pronounced 
an opinion founded on my own private judgment.”® 

Imam As-Shafi‘i, a member of the Quraish tribe, was 
born A. II. ISO. He passed his youth at Mecca, but finally 
settled in Cairo, where he died (a.ii. 204). Ibn Khallikan 
relates of him that he was unrivalled for his knowledge 
of the Qiinin, the Sunnat, and the sayings of the Com- 
panions. “ Never,” said Imam Ibn Hanbal, “ have I 
passed a night without praying for God's mercy and bless- 
ing upon As-Shafi‘i.” “ Whosoever pretends,” said Abii 
Thaur, “ that he saw the like of As-Shafi‘i for learning is 
a liar.” Having carefully studied the systems of the two 
preceding Imams, he then proceeded on an eclectic system 
to form his own. It was a reaction against the system of 
Abu Hanifa. As-Shafi‘i follows rather the traditional plan 
of Ibn Malik. The Ilanffite will be satisfied if, in the 
absence of a clear and a direct statement, he finds one 


’ Ibn Khallikan’s Biographical Dictionary, vol. ii. p. 594. 
Ibid., p. 546. ^ Ibid., vol. iL p. 584. 
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passage in the Quran or one Tradition from which the 
required judgment may be deduced. The Shafi^ite in the 
same circumstances, if Tradition is the source of his deduc- 
tion, will require a considerable number of Traditions from 
which to make it. 

Imam Ibn Ilanbal was the last of the four Orthodox 
Imams. He was born at Baghdad (A.n. 164). Ilis system 
is a distinct return to Traditionalism. He lived at Baghdad 
during the reign of the Khalif Mamiin, when orthodox 
Islam seemed in danger of being lost amid the rationalistic 
speculations (that is, from an orthodox Muslim stand- 
point) and licentious practices of the Court. The jurists 
most in favour at Court were followers of Abii Hanifa. 
They carried the principle of analogical deduction to 
dangerous lengths in order to satisfy the latitudinarianism 
of the Khalif, Human speculation seemed to be weaken- 
ing all the essentials of the Faith. Ibn Hanbal met the 
difficulty by discarding altogether the principle of analogical 
deduction. At the same time he saw that the Maliki 
system, founded as it was on the Customs of Madina,” 
was ill suited to meet the wants of a groat and growing 
Empire. It needed to be supplemented. What better, 
what surer ground could he go upon than the Traditions ? 
These at least were inspired, and thus formed a safer 
foundation on which to build a system of jurisprudence 
than the analogical deductions of Abu I.Ianifa did. The 
system of Ibn Ilanbal has almost ceased to exist. There is 
now no Mufti of this sect at Mecca, though the other three 
are represented there. Still his influence is felt to this day 
in the importance he attached to Tradition. 

The distinction between the four Imams has been put in 
this way. Abii ITanifa exercised his own judgment, though 
this has not bad much permanent influence on his system.^ 

^ “ The advanfages possessed bj the Hanifis through their partial recog- 
nition of natural reason counted for less and less as the centuries wore on. 
Not only were their teachers, from Abfi Ydsuf downwards, ambitious of 
displaying their acquaintance with the Traditions, and of using them in 
support of their views whenever they could, thereby debarring themselves 
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Malik and Ilanbal preferred authority and precedent. As- 
Shdfi‘i entirely repudiated reason. They differ, too, as 
regards the value of certain Traditions, but to each of them 
an authentic Tradition is an incontestable authority. Their 
opinion on points of doctrine and practice forms the third 
basis of the Faith, 

The IjmiV of the four Imams is a binding law upon all 
Sunnis. It might be supposed that, as the growing needs 
of the Empire led to the formation of these schools of 
interpretation, so now the requirements of modern social 
and political life might be met by fresh Imams making new 
analogical deductions. This is not the case. The ortho- 
dox belief is, that since the time of the four Imams there 
has been no Mujtahid who could do as they did. If cir- 
cumstances should arise which absolutely require some 
decision to bo arrived at, it must be given in full accordance 
with the mazhab,” or school of interpretation, to which the 
person framing the decision belongs. This effectually pre- 
vents all change, and by excluding innovation, whether 
good or bad, keeps Islam stationary. Legislation is now 
purely deductive. Nothing must be done contrary to the 
principles contained in the jurisprudence of the four Imams. 

Thus, in any Muhammadan State legislative reforms are 
simply impossible. There exists no initiative. The Sultan 
or Khalif can claim the allegiance of his people only so 
long as he remains the exact executor of the prescriptions 
of the Law.*’ 

The question then as regards the politics of the ‘‘ Eastern 
Question ” is not whether Muhammad was a deceiver or self- 
deceived, an apostle or an impostor; whether the Quran is 
on the whole good or bad ; whether Arabia was the better 
or the worse for the change Muhammad wrought ? but what 
Islam as a religious and political system has become and is, 
how it now works, what Orthodox Muslims believe and how 

from repiuliating such as told against them, bat the authority of the earlier 
teachers was invoked to fetter the liberty of their successors.” (Anglo- 
Mutammaditn Law, by Sir R. K. Wilson, p. 40.) 
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they act in that belief ? The essence of that belief is, that 
the system as taught by Prophet, Khalifs, and Imams is 
absolutely perfect. The following statement by the author 
of the Akhldk-i-Jahili, a book held in very great esteem, 
is most important. He says : “ Authority becomes sacred 
-because sanctioned by Heaven. Despotism, being the first 
form of consolidated political authority, is thus rendered 
unchangeable and identical in fact with government at 
large.’’ “Supreme government has four stages: (i) where 
the absolute prince (Muhammad) is among them, concen- 
trating in his own person the four cardinal virtues, and 
this we call the reign of wisdom ; (2) where the prince 
appears no longer, neither do these virtues centre in any 
single person, but are found in four (Abu Bakr, Omar, 
Osmdn and ‘AU), who govern in concert with each other, 
as if they were one, and this we call the reign of the pious ; 
(3) where none of these is to be found any longer, but a 
chief (Khalif) arises with a knowledge of . the rules pro- 
pounded by the previous ones, and with judgment enough 
to apply and explain them, and this we call the reign of the 
Sunnat ; (4) where these latter qualities, again, are not to be 
met with in a single person, but only in a variety who govern 
in concert; and this we call the reign of the Sunnat-fol- 
lowers.” ^ “A bad king is like a bad season. The next may 
bring improvement, or, if his rule is wholly intolerable, ho can 
be deposed. Under a bad constitution no such change is 
possible. It can be ended only by a revolution.” But in 
Islam innovation is worse than a mistake : it is a crime, 
a sin. This completeness, this finality of his system of 
religion and polity, is the very pride and glory of a true 
Muslim. To look for an increase of light in the knowledge 
of his relation to God and the unseen world in the laws 
which regulate Islam on earth is to admit that Muliammad’s 
revelation was incomplete, and that admission no Muslim 
will make. In fact, so hopeless has the attempt to reform 
IslAm from within been felt, that the most recent reformers, 
^ Akhliik-i-JaliUi, pp. 374, 378. 
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the Btibis of Persia, gave up the idea and recognised the 
fact that freedom could be gained only by substituting for 
Muhammad's revelation a still later one, which claims not 
only to be suited to present needs, but to be of equal, if not 
even superior, authority. 

It has been stated on high authority that all that is 
required for the reform of Turkey is that the Qaniins, or 
orders of the Sultan, should take the place of the Shari'at or 
law of Islam. Precisely so ; if this could be done Turkey 
might be reformed ; but Islam would cease to bo the religion 
of the State. That the law as formulated by the Imam 
Abu Hanifa ill suits the conditions of modern life is more 
than probable ; but it is the very function of the Khalif of 
Islam, which the Sultan claims to be, to maintain it. He 
is no Mujtahid, for such there are not now amongst the 
Sunnis, to which sect the Turks belong. If through stress 
of circumstances some new law must be made, orthodoxy 
demands that it should be strictly in accordance with the 
opinions of the Imams. Ibn Khaldun lays great stress 
on the fact that the legists were not to use their own 
judgment. He says: "As the opinion of each Imam 
formed, for those who followed it, the subject of a special 
science, and as it did not permit them to decide new ques- 
tions hy reason^ or hy the conscientious employment of their 
own judgment (ijtihad) they were obliged, in every doubt- 
ful case, to search for points of similarity or of differ- 
ence which would permit them to connect it with a 
question already settled, or from which they could entirely 
distinguish it. In so doing, they were obliged to com- 
mence by resting on the principles which the founder of 
the system had established ; and, in order to accomplish 
this, it was necessary to have acquired in a substantial 
manner the faculty of using these points of assimilation 
and distinction well, by following, as much as possible, the 
opinion of their Imam.” ^ 

The Shi*ahs, in opposition to the Sunnis, hold that there 
* Ibn Khaklfin, vol. iii. p. 15. 
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are still Mujtaliidin, but this opinion arises from their peculiar 
doctrine of the Imamat, a subject we shall discuss a little 
later on. At first sight it would seem that if there can be 
Mujtahidiii who are now able to give authoritative opinions, 
there may be some hope of enlightened progress amongst 
Shf‘ah people — tlie Persians, for example. There is doubt- 
less amongst them more religious unrest, more mysticism, 
more heresy, but they are no furtlier on the road of pro- 
gress than their neighbours ; and the apparent advantage 
of the presence of a Mujtahid is quite nullified by the 
fact that all his decisions must bo strictly in accordance 
with the Qurilii and tlie Sunnat, or ratlicr with wdiat to the 
Shf'ah stands in the place of the Sunnat. Tlie Shf^ah, as 
well as the Sunni, must base all legislation on the fossil- 
ised system of the past, not on the living needs of the 
present. Precedent rules both with an iron sway. “ It is 
not to the Shah, but to the trained and certificated inter- 
preters of the Shari^at — a diflerent Shari'at from that of 
the Sunni, but built up on the same Quranic foundations, 
by similar methods and with analogous though different 
materials — that the faithful are:^ supposed to look for guid- 
ance to their consciences, for determinations in points of 
law. In this and in similar ways tlio Shari‘at is pretty 
effectually secured against modification by the (Persian) 
Government of the day,’’ ^ There) is a sort of unwritten 
law, called ‘IJrf, which the secular ruler administers through 
his own civil officers ; but in any conflict between the ‘Urf 
and the Sbarfat the former has to give way. It is the 
province of the Mnjtaliids to declare when such opposition 
arises, and so the chance of any reforms being initiated, or, 
if proposed by others, accepted by the Mujtahids of Persia, 
is very remote indeed. As a matter of practical fact, they 
are absolutely opposed to reform. 

The Wahhabis reject all Ijma‘ except that of the Com- 
panions, but that they accept; so when they are called the 
Puritans of Islam, it must be remembered that they accept 

^ Anglo-Muhamroadan Law, by Sir R. K. Wilson, pp. 69-70. 

C 
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as a rule of faith not only the Quran, but the Sunnat and 
some Ijma‘. 

In order to make Ijnui^ binding, it is necessary that the 
Mujtahidin should have been unanimous in their opinion or 
in their practice. 

The whole subject of Ijtihad is one of the most important 
in connection with the possibility of reforms in a Muslim 
state. A modern Muhammadan writer,^ seeking to show 
that Ishim does possess a capacity for progress, and that so 
far from being a hard and fast system, it is able to adapt 
itself to new circumstances, because the Prophet ushered in 
an age of active principles,” uses the story I have already 
related wlien describing the origin of Ijtiliad to prove the 
accuracy of his statement, lie makes JVruViz to say : “ I 
will look first to the Quran, then to precedents of the 
Prophet, and lastly rely upon my oivu jvdgmmitr It is 
true that Ijtihad literally means “great effort;” it is true 
that the Companions and IMiijtahidm of the first class had 
the power of exercising their judgment in doubtful cases, 
and of deciding them according to their sense of the fitness 
of things, provided always that their decision contravened 
no law of the Quran or the Sunnat ; but this in no way 
proves that Islam has any capacity for progress, or that “ an 
age of active principles” was ushered in by Muhammad, or 
that his “words breathe energy and force, and infuse new 
life into the dormant heart of humanity.” Por though the 
term Ijtihdd might, in reference to tlxo men I have men- 
tioned, be somewhat freely tmnslatcd as “ one’s own judg- 
ment,” it is now a purely technical term, and its use, and 
only use, is to express the “ referring of a difficult case to 
some analogy drawn from the Quran and the Sunnat.” But 
even were the meaning not thus restricted, even though it 
meant now, as it sometimes meant at first, “ one’s own 
judgment,” still Syed Amir ‘Alfs position would remain 
to be proved ; for, since the days of the four Imams, the 
orthodox believe that there has been no Mujtahid of the 

1 Life of Muhammad, by Syed Amir ‘Ali, p. 289. 
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first class, and to none but men of this rank has such 
power ever been accorded ; and Ibn Khaldun has most 
clearly shown that the followers of the Imams are not to 
decide “new questions by reason, or by the conscientious 
employment of their own judgment.” Thus granting, for 
the sake of argument merely, that Syed Amir "All’s trans- 
lation is grammatically and technically correct, all that 
results from it is that the “ age of active principles ” lasted 
only for two centuries. I do not admit that there ever was 
such an age in Islam, and certainly neither its theological 
development nor its political growth negative the opposite 
assertion, viz., that ilnhammad gave precepts rather than 
principles. The Turks are included in “ the dormant heart 
of humanity,” but it is difficult to see what “ energy and 
force ” is breathed, what “ new life is infused ” into them 
by the “ wonderful words ” of the I^rophet, or what lasting 
good the “age of active principles” has produced. Amir 
"All also admits that the explanation such as I have given 
of the orthodox position is historically correct when he 
speaks of “the idea which has taken possession of the 
legists that the exercise of private judgment stopped in 
tlie third century of the Ilijrah.” ^ 

4. Qi'as is the fourth foundation of Islam.^ The word 
literally means reasoning, comparing. It is in common use 
in Hindustani and Persian in the sense of guessing, con- 
sidering, &c. Technically, it means the analogical reasoning 
of the learned with regard to the teaching of the Quran, the 
Sunnat, and the Ijma". For example, the Qurdn says: 
“ Honour thy father and thy mother, and be not a cause 
of displeasure to them.” It is evident from this that dis- 
obedience to parents is prohibited, and prohibition implies 
punishment if the order is disobeyed. Again, if the Qurdn 
and the Sunnat hold children responsible, according to their 
means, for the debts of their father, does it not follow that 

^ Nineteenth Century, Sei)tember 1895, p. 375. 

® The Nigilmiah sect, a branch of the Mu'tazilas, reject both Ijrnd* and 
Qids. 
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the elder ones ought to fulfil for their parents all those 
obligations which for some reason or otlier the parents may 
not be able to perform, such as the pilgrimage to Mecca, &c.? 
It is said in the Quran that “ the maintenance of a woman 
who suckles an infant rests upon liim to whom the child is 
born.” From this the opinion is deduced that the mainte- 
nance of the infant also falls upon the fatlier. A Tradition 
said to come from the Companions runs thus: '‘One day 
a woman came to the l^ropliet and said, ‘ My father died 
without making the I^ilgrimage.’ The Prophet said, ‘If 
thy father had left a debt what wouldest thou do?' Cl 
would pay the debt.' ‘ Good, then 2)ay this debt also.’ ” 
The* Quran forbids the use of khamar, an intoxicating 
substance, and so it is argued that wine and opium are 
unlawful, though not forbidden by name. The Wahluibis 
would extend the prohibition to the use of tobacco. 

From cases such as these, many jurisconsults hold that 
the Mujtaliidin of the earliest age established this fourth 
foundation of the faith which they call Qias. It is also 
called l‘tihilru’l-Amsal, or ‘‘imitation of an example.” The 
idea is taken from tlie verse : “ Profit by this example, j-e 
who are men of insight” (S. lix. 2). There are strict 
rules laid down wliich regulate Qijis, of which the most 
important is, tJiat in all cases it must bo based on the 
Qiiriiii, the Sunnat, and the Ijma‘. In fact, the funda- 
mental idea of Islam is that a perfect law has been given, 
even unto details, of social and political life. The teaching 
of Muhammad contains tlie solution of every difficulty that 
can arise. Every law not provided by the Prophet must 
be deduced analogically. This produces uniformity after 
a fashion, but only because intellectual activity in higher 
pursuits ceases and moral stagnation follows. Thus all who 
come within the range of this system are bound down to 
political servitude. Whatever in feeling or conviction goes 
beyond the limits of an outworn set of laws is swept away. 
There is a wonderful family likeness in the decay of all 
Musalman States, which seems to point to a common cause. 



All first principles are contained in the Quran and the 
Sunnat; all that does not coincide with them must be 
wrong. They are above all criticism. 

Qiii-s, then, affords no hope of enlightened progress, 
removes no fetter of the past, for in it there must be no 
divergence in principle from a legislation imperfect in its 
relation to modern life and stationary in its essence. “ The 
laws of Islam, taken in the lump, the only way which their 
alleged sacred origin allowed them to be taken, and chiefly 
because they could only be so taken, were bad anywhere 
and for any community, and became worse and worse the 
farther they were transplanted from their original surround- 
ings ; worse under the Khalifate of BaghdAd than at Madina 
under the ‘‘rightly directed*’ Khalifs, and worse for the 
Hindus of the seventeenth century than for Baghdad in 
the ninth.” ^ In the Nihdyatu’l-Miirad it is written: “ We 
are shut up to following the four Imams.” In the Tafsir- 
i-Alrmadi wo read: “To follow any other than the four 
TmAms is unlawful.” An objector may say that such respect 
is like the reverence the heathen pay to their ancestors. 
To this an answer is given in the preface to the Tarjnma-i- 
Sharh-i-Waqayah. The writer there says that it is nothing 
of tlie kind. “ The IMujtahidm are not the source of the 
orders of the Law, but they are the medium by which we 
obtain tlie Law. Thus Imam Abii Ilanifa said, ‘We select 
first from the Quran, then from the Traditions, then from the 
decrees of the Companions ; we act on what tlie Companions 
agreed upon ; wliere they doubt, we doubt.* The Commen- 
tator Jelalu’d-din Mahli says, ‘The common people and others 
who have not reached the rank of a Mujtahid must follow 
one of the four Imams.* Then wlien he enters one Mazhab 
(sect) he must not cliange. Again, it may be objected that 
God gave no order about the appointment of four Imams. 
Now, it is recorded in a Tradition that the Prophet said, 
‘ Follow the way of the great company ; whosoever departs 
from it will enter hell.* The Followers of the Imams are 
’ Anglo-Muliammadan Law, hy Sir R. W. Wilson, p. 87, 
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a great company.” It is, moreover, the unanimous oi^inion, 
the “ Ijind'-i-Ummatj” that the Imams rightly occupy the 
position accorded to them. It is a great blessing, as wo 
read in the Tafsir-i-Ahmadi : '"It is of the grace of God 
that we are shut up to these four Irnfims. God approves 
of this, and into this matter proofs and explanations do not 
enter.” Should any one further object that, in the days of 
the Prophet, there wore no AI ujtahid/n, that each man acted 
on a “saying” as he heard it, that he did not confine his 
belief or conduct to the deductions made by some “appointed 
Companion,” ho may be answered thus : “ Por a long time 
after the death of the Prophet many Companions were alive, 
and consequently the Traditions then current were trust- 
worthy; but now it is not so, hence the need for the Imams 
and their systems.’*'^ 

These four foundations — the Quhan, the SuxNAT, Ijma^, 
and QfAs — form in orthodox Muslim opinion and belief a 
perfect basis of a perfect religion and polity. They secure 
the permanence of the system, but they repress an intelligent 
growth. The bearing of all this on modern politics is very 
plain. Take again the case of Turkey. The constitution 
of the Government is theocratic. The germs of freedom 
are wanting there as they have never been wanting in any 
other country in Enro])e. The ruling power desires no 
change ; originality of thought, independence of judgment 
is repressed. “ Some Musahnan conquerors produced types 
of civilisation more or less permanent in India and in Spain. 
Turkish conquerors, in the full tide of might and energy, 
have overspread and extirpated; nowhere have they planted.” 
Nothing good has the Turk ever done for the world. His 
rule has been one continued display of brute force unrelieved 
by any of the reflected glory which shone for a while in 

^ A modern Muslim writer, wlio strives to show that Ishim is progressive, 
is yet obliged to admit that “ the Sunnis base their doctrines on the entirety 
of the Traditions. They regard the concordant decisions of the successive 
Khalifs and of the General Assembly (Ijmd‘-i-Ummat) as supplementing the 
Quntnic rules and regulations, and as almost equal in authority to them.” 
(.Syed Amir ‘Ali in the “Personal Law of the Muhammadans,” p. 9.) 



THE THEOCRATIC SYSTEM 


39 


Cordova and in Bagbdt'id, No nation can possibly progress 
the foundations of whose legal and theocratic system are 
what has been described in this chapter. 

“ A religion that has the misfortune to be identified witli 
the State is on this very account brought into trouble with 
the latter, whilst the State is on all sides restricted by the 
religion. The State has on it a divine stamp, and as the 
whole of its constitution, as well as its individual laws, 
possesses a character absolutely sacred, it is evident that 
mere human institutions, calculated only for a certain degree 
of culture, will bo considered as being of divine authority, and 
lienee nuchangeable. Thus very soon the State will become 
an unuiovable, petrified, death-like mass, and, if its end 
be not Iiastened from without in a beneficent manner, will 
entomb itself in its own corruption. The State, thou, is in 
a most dangerous position when it is surrounded by other 
nations who, having been civilised by a higlier religion, 
possess a freer and more movable form, and are tlierefore 
capable, without any particular restriction, of approaching 
nearer and nearer to perfection. But should those who 
administer the government perceive the necessity of radical 
reforms and conimeiico new plans, then the State annihilates 
its religious basis : violent antagonistic principles are deve- 
loped, and internal destructive dissension becomes inevitable.”*^ 

When brought into diplomatic and commercial inter- 
course with States possessing the energy and vigour of a 
national life and liberal constitution, Muslim kingdoms 
must, in the long-run, fail and pass away. It has been 
well said that “ Spain is the only instanco of a country 
once thoroughly infused with Boinan civilisation wliicli 
has been actually severed from the Empire ; and even 
then the severance, though of long duration, was but 
partial and temporary. After a struggle of nearly eight 
centuries, the higher form of social organisation triumphed 
over the lower, and the usurping power of Islam was 
expelled.” So it ought to be, and so indeed it must ever 
^ The Relation of IsHm to the Goj^pel, by Dr. J. A. Mochler. 
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be, for despotism must give way to freedom ; the life 
latent in the subject Christian communities must sooner 
or later cast ofl’ the yoke of a barbarian rule, which even 
at its best is petrified and so is incapable of progress. 
However low a Cliristian community may have fallen, there 
is always the possibility of its rising again. A lofty ideal 
is placed before it. All its most cherished beliefs point 
forward and upward. In Ishirn there is no regenerative 
power. Its golden age was in the past. When the work of 
conquest is done, when a Muhammadan nation has to live by 
industry, intelligence, and thrift, it always miserably fails. 

In this chapter, which must now draw to a close, I have 
tried to prove from authentic and authoritative sources that 
the Qurdn alone is to no Muslim the sole guide of life. 
The fetters of a dogmatic system fasten alike around the 
individual and the community. Islam is sterile, it gives 
no new birth to the spirit of a man, leads him not in 
search of new forms of truth, and so it can give no real 
life, no lasting vitality to a nation.^ 

^ “The Muslim everywhere, after a brilliant passage of prosperity, seems 
to stagnate and wither, because there is nothing in his system or bis 
belief which lifts him above the level of a servant, and on that level man’s 
life in tlie long-run must not only stagnale but decay. The Christian, 
on the other hand, seems every where in the last extremity to hid dis- 
organisation and decay defiance, and to find, Antseus-like, in the earth 
which ho touches, the spring of a new and fruitful progress. For thtjre 
is that in his belief, liis traditions, and in tl)0 silent inllucnces which 
pervade tlie very atmospliere around In’in, whicli is ever moving him, 
often in ways that he knows not, to rise to the dignity and to clotlie 
himself with the power which the Gospel proposes as the prize of his 
Christian calling. The submissive servant of Allah is the highest type 
of Moslem perfection ; tlie Christian ideal is the Christ-like son.” 
{British Quarterly, No. exxx.) 

“ Marvellously adapted alike to the climate, character, and occupation 
of those countries upon which it has laid its adarjiantine grip, Islam holds 
its votary in complete thrall from the cradle to the grave. 'Fo him it is 
not only religion, it is government, x>hilosophy, and science as well. The 
Muhammadan conception is not so much that of a State Church as, if 
the expression may be permitted, of a Church St^itc. The undcagirders 
with which society itself is warped round are not of civil but of ecclesias- 
tical fabrication ; and, warped in this superb if iwalysing creed, the 
Musalmsln lives in contented surrender of all volition.” (“ Persia,” by the 
Hon. G. Curzon, vol. i. p. 509.) 
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Questtox»s connected with Ijtili.id are so important in IslAra, that 
1 think it well to give in the form of a note a fuller and more 
technical account of it than I could do in the chapter just 
concluded. This account which I shall now give is that of a 
learned Musalman, and is, therefore, of the highest value. It 
consists of extracts from an article in the Journal Asiatique^ 
Quatriemo S« 5 rie, tome 15, on “Lo Marche et les Progres do la 
Jurisprudence parmi les Sectes oi-thodoxes Musalmanes,” by Mirza 
Kazim Beg, Professor in the University of St. Petersburg. It 
entirely supports all that has been said of the rigid character of 
INIuhammadan law, and of the immobility of systems founded 
thereon. 

Orthodox MusalriiAns admit the following propositions as 
axioms : — 

1. God, the only legislator, has shown the way of felicity to the 
people whom lie has chosen, and in order to enable them to u'alk 
in that way He has shown to them the proce2)ts which are found 
partly in the eternal QurAn, and partly in the sayings of the 
Prophet, transmitted to posterity by tlie Companions and i>re- 
served in the Sunnat. That way is called the ‘‘ Sliari‘at.'' The 
rules thereof are called AhkAm. 

2. The QurAn and the Sunnat, which since their manifestation 
are the primitive sources of the orders of the Law, form two 
branches of study, viz. ‘llm-i-Tafsir, or the interpretation of the 
QurAn, and Tlm-i-IJadls, or the study of Tradition. 

3. All the orders of the Law have regard either to the actions 
(Din) or to the belief (TmAn) of the JMukallifs.^ 

^ A Mukallif is one who is subject to the Law. A Ghair-i-Mukiillif is 
one not so subject, such as a minor, an idiot, &c. The term Mukallif is 
thus equivalent to a consistent Muslim, one who takes trouble (taklif) in 
his religious duties. 
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4. As the QuiAn and the Siinnat are the principal sources from 
whence the precepts of the Shari'at have been drawn, so the rules 
recognised as the principal elements of actual jurisprudence are 
the subject of ‘Ilm-i Fiqli, or the science of Law. 

Fiqh in its root signifies conception, coinpreliension. Thus 
Muhammad prayetl for Ibn Mas^ud : “ Afay God make him com- 
prehend (faqqiliahu), and make him know the interpretation of 
the QuriUi.^’ Al uhainmad, in liis quality of judge and chief of the 
Jkdievers, decided, witliout appeal or contradiction, all the affairs 
of the people, Ilis sayings served as a guide to tlie Companions, 
After the death of the Prophet the first Khallfs acted on the 
authority of the Traditions. Aleanwhile the Quran and the 
Sunnat, the principal elements of religion and legislation, became 
little by little the subject of controversy. It was then that men 
applied themselves vigorously to the task of learning by heart 
the Qur/in and the Traditions, and then tliat jurispnidence be- 
came a separate science. ATo science had as yet been systema- 
tically taught, and tlie early Arusalmans did not possess books 
which would servo for such teaching. A change soon, however, 
took place. In the year in which the great jurisconsult of Syria 
died (A.ir. 80), Ni‘mAn bin S/ibit, surnanied Abii Hanifa, was born. 
Ho is the most celebrated of the founders of tlio schools of juris- 
prudence, a science which ranks first in all ATuslim seats of 
learning. Until that time and for thirty years later the 
Alufassirs,^ iho Alid^iaddis,- and the FuqihA,^ had all their know- 
ledge by heart, and those who possessed good memoiies were 
highly csicemcd. Alany of them knew by heart tho whole 
Quran, with tlio comments made on it by tlie Prophet and by 
the Companions ; they also knew the Traditions and tlmir ex- 
planations, and all the commands (ahkam) wliich proceed from 
the Quii'in and the Sunnat. Sucli men enjoyed the riglit of 
Alujtahidln. They transmitted their knowledge to their scholars 
orally. It was not till towards the middle of the second cen- 
tury A.ii. that treatises on the different branches of tho Law 
were written, after which six schools (Alazhabs) of jurisprudence 
were formed. The founders, all Imdms of the first class, were 
Ahii Hanifa, the Imdm-i-A‘zam or great Imdm (a.ii. 150),^ Safian 

^ Commentators on the Quran. - The Traditionists. 

Plural of Faqih, a theologian. 

* I have given the dates of their death. 
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As-SiluW (a.!!. i6[), MAlik (a.h. 179), As-Shdfi^i (a.ii. 204), 
Hanbal (a.h. 241), and Iin 4 m DAiid Az-Zaharl (a.ii. 270). The 
two sects founded by Sauii and Zahar! became extinct in the 
eiglitli century of the Ifijrah. The other four still remain. 
These men venerated one another. The younger ones speak 
with great respect of the elder. Thus Sh 4 fi‘l said : “No one in 
the world was so well versed in jurisprudence as Abu Uanifa 
was, and he who has read neither his works nor tliose of his 
disciples knows nothing of jurispinidence.^’ Hanbal when sick 
woi’e a shirt which had bGlonge<l to ShiUi'i, in order that ho 
might be cured of his malady ; but all this did not prevent them 
starting schools of their own, for the riglit of Ijtihcid is granted 
to those who are real Muitahidin. There are three degrees of 
Ijtihad 

T. Al-J jtiliad fi’l Shari : absolute independence in legislation. 

2 A]-rjtih 4 d fi’l Mazhab : authority in the judicial systems 
founded by the Mu jtah id In of the first class, 

3. Al-Ijtih/id fi’l Masdil : authority in cases which have not been 
decided by the authors of the four systems of jurisprudence. 

The first is called a complete and absolute authority; the second, 
relative ; the third, special. 

THE FIItST DEGREE OF IJTIIIAI). 

Absolute independence in legislation is the gift of God. He 
to whom it is given when seeking to discover the meaning of tho 
Divine I^aw is not bound to follow any other teacher, lie can 
use his own judgment. This gift was bestowed on the juriscon- 
sults of the first, and to some in the second and third centuries. 
-Ihe Companions, liowever, wlio were closely connected with 
the Prophet, having transmitted immediately to their posterity 
the treasures of legislation, are looked upon as MujtalnMln of much 
higher authority than those of the second and third centuries. 
Thus Abii Hanifa says : “ That which comes to us from the 
Companions is on our head and eyes (?.c., to be received with 
respect) : as to that which comes from the TAbi'in, they are men 
and we are men.” 

Since the time of the Tdbih'n this degree of IjtihAd has only 
been conferred on the six great Imams. Theoretically any Muslim 
can attain to this degree, but it is one of the principles of juris- 
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prudence that the confirmation of this rank is dependent on 
many conditions, and so no one now gains the honour. These 
conditions are : — 

1. The knowledge of the Qurdn and all that is related to it ; 
that is to say, a complete knowledge of Arabic literature, a pro- 
found acquaintance with the orders of the QiirAn and all tlieir 
subdivisions, their relationship to each otlier and their connec- 
tion with the orders of the Sunnat. Tlio candidate should know 
wlien and why each verse of the Qurdn was written, he should 
have a perfect acquaintance with the literal meaning of the 
words, the speciality or generality of each clause, the abrogating 
and abrogated sentences, lie should be able to make clear the 
moaning of the ‘‘obscure’’ passages (mutashdbili), to discrimi- 
nate between the literal and the allegorical, the universal and the 
particular. 

2. Jle must know the Qurdn by heart with all the Traditions 
and explanations. 

3. lie must have a perfect knowledge of the Traditions, or at 
least of three thousand of tliem. 

lie must know their source, history, object, and their connec- 
tion with the laws of the Qunln, lie should know by heart the 
most important traditions. 

4. A pious and austere life. 

5. A profound knowledge of all the sciences of the Law. 

Sliould any one 7 iow aspire to such a degree another condition 

would be added, viz. : — 

6. A complete knowledge of the four schools of jurisprudence. 

The obstacles, then, are almost insurmountable. On the one 

liand, tliere is the severity of the ‘UlamA, which requires from the 
candidate things almost impossible ; on the other hand, there is 
tlie attachment of tlie ‘Ulama to their own Imams, for should 
such a man arise, no one is bound now to listen to him. Imtlm 
Jlaiibal said ; “ l)raw your knowledge from whence the Iindms 
drew theirs, and do not content yourself with following others 
(i.e., modern Mujtahidtn), for that is cei'tainly blindness of 
sight.” I’hus the schools of the four ImArns remain intact after 
a thousand years have passed, and so the ‘UlamA recognise since 
the time of these ImAms no Miijtahid of the first degree. Ibn 
Hanbal was the last. 

The rights of the man who attained to this degree were very 
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important. IIo was not bound to be a disciple of another ; he was 
a mediator between the Law and his followers, for Tvhom he estab- 
lished a system of legislation, without any one having the right 
to make any objection. lie had the right to explain the QurAn, 
the Sunnat, and the Ijawi* according as he understood them. 
He used the Prophet’s words, whilst his disciples only used his. 
Should a disciple find some discrepancy bctw^cen a decision of 
his own ImAm and the QurAn or Traditions, he must abide by 
the decision of the ImAm. The Law does not permit him to 
interpret after his own fashion. When once the disciple has 
entered the sect of one ImAm, he cannot leave it and join 
another. He loses the right of private judgment, for only a 
Mujtahid of tlie first cla.ss can dispute the decision of one of the 
IniAins. Theoretically such Mujtahidin may still arise; but, as 
wo have already shown, practically they do not. 

THE SECOND DEGREE OF JJTIIiAd. 

This degree has been granted to the immediate disciples of the 
gi'eat Imams who have elaborated the systems of their masters. 
They enjoyed tho special consideration of the contemporary 
HJlamA and of their respective IinAms, who in some cases have 
allowed them to retain their own opinion. The most famous of 
these men arc tho two disciples of Abu llanifa, Abu Yusuf, aiul 
Muhammad bin al Hasan. In a secondary matter tlieir opinion 
carries great weight. It is laid <lown as a rule that a Mufti may 
follow the unanimous opinion of these two even when it goes 
against that of Abii llanifa. 


TnE TJIIltl) DEGREE OF UTHIAD. 

This is tlie degree of special independence. The candidates for 
it should have a perfect knowledge of all tlm branches of juris- 
prudence according to tho four schools, and of the Arabic language 
and literature. They can solve ca.ses which come before them, 
giving reasons for their judgment, or decide on cases which have 
not been settled by previous Mujtahidm ; but in either case their 
decisions must always be in ab.solute accordance with the opinions 
of the Mujtahidin of the first and second classes, and with the 
principles which guided them. Many of these men attained 
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great celebrity during their lifetime, but to most of them this 
rank is not accorded till after death. ImAm Qtizi KhAn, who 
died in the year 592 A.n., closes the list of the most famous of 
the men whose works serve as a guide to the Muftis and juiis- 
consults of a later age. Though some others have since churned 
this position, it is not generally accorded to them by orthodox 
8unnis. 

I'here are three other inferior classes of jurists, called Muqal- 
lidin, or followers of the Mujtahidin ; but all that the highest in 
rank amongst them can do is to explain obscure passages in the 
writings of the older jurisconsults. By some of the ‘UlamA they 
are considered to bo equal to the Mujtahidin of the third class. 
If there are several conflicting legal opinions on any point, they 
can select one opinion on which to base their decision. This a 
mere Qiizi cannot do. In such a case ho would have to refer to 
these men or to their writings for guhlance. They seem to have 
written commentaries on the legal systems without originating 
anything new. The author of the llidayah, who lived at tho end 
of the sixth century, was a Muqallid. 

Such is Mirzii KAzim Beg’s account. The whole article, of 
which I have only given the main points, is worthy of the closest 
study. It shows how the system, as a whole, rejects experience 
as a guide to deeper insight or wider knowledge ; tramples upon 
the teaching of the past ; pays no heed to dill'crences of climate, 
chai’acter, or history ; but regards itself as a body of absolute 
truth, one jot or tittle of which cannot be rejected without 
incurring the everlasting wrath of God.” ^ 


* Osborn’s Islaui under the Khulifs, p. 72. 



CHAPTER II 


EXEGESIS OF THE QUrAn AHD THE 
TRADITIONS 

The following account of this branch of Muslim theology, 
technically called Tlm-i-Usi'il, may be introduced by a few 
remarks on the nature of inspiration according to Islam, 
though that is not, strictly speaking, a portion of this study. 

There are two terms used to express dififerent degrees of 
inspiration, 'VVahi and Ilham. The former is sometimes 
divided into Wal.ii Zahir (external inspiration) and Walii 
Batin (internal inspiration), which is almost the same as 
Ilhilm. Wahi is the term applied to the inspiration of the 
Quran, and implies that the very words are the words of God. 
The whole book was prepared in heaven. Muhammad, in- 
structed by Gabriel, is simply the medium through which 
the revelation of Wahi Ziihir roaches man. The Wahi 
Quriin, or the Wahi Zahir, the highest form of inspiration, 
always came to the ear of the Prophet through the instru- 
mentality of Gabriel. In Mul.iammadan theology this is 
the special work of Gabriel. Thus in the Traditions it is 
[ related that he appeared to Adam twelve times, to Enoch 
! four, to Noah fifty, to Abraham forty-two, to Moses four 
j hundred, to Jesus ten times, to Alul.iammad twenty-four 
thousand times. 

There is a lower form of Wahi Ziihir, which is called 
Ishiiratu’l-Malak — the sign of the angel. This expresses 
what Muhammad meant when he said, “ The Holy Ghost 
has entered into my heart.” He then received the inspira- 
tion through Gabriel, but not, as in the Walii Quran, by 
word of mouth. 

At 
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Ilham means the inspiration given to a saint or to a 
prophet when he, though rightly guided, delivers the sub- 
ject-matter out of his own mind, and is not a mere machine 
to reproduce the messages of Gabriel. 

Imam Ghazzalf in “ Ihya UlumuM-d/n defines Ilham 
and Wahl thus: — (i.) The recipient receives information 
from an unknown source and in a way unknown. This is 
called the “ breathing into the heart ” (nafakha fi qalb). 
This is the inspiration of saints and Sufis. It is Ilham. 
(2.) The recipient knows the medium by which he receives 
information, iji,, the angel appears to him. This is Walii 
and is the inspiration of prophets. (3.) Between Ilham 
and Wahl there is only this difference, viz., that in Wahi 
the angel who is the medium of communication appears, and 
in Ilham does not. 

It is said that, except when delivering the Quran, 
Mul.mmmad spoke by Ilham, and not by Walii. Some, 
however, believe that the words of the Prophet, as recorded 
in the "IVaditions, were Wahi inspiration, and thus they 
come to be as anthorilative as the Quran, Sliarastani 
speaks of the signs (sayings) of the Prophet which have 
the marks of AValii.’’ ^ This opinion is said by some 
Muslim theologians to be supported by tlie text, By the 
Star when it setteth ; your companion Muhammad erreth 
not, nor is he led adray, neither doth he speah of hiH 
own will. It is none other than a revelation which hath, 
been revealed to him” (S, liii. l). In any case, the in- 
spiration of Alulianimad is something quite different from 
the Christian idea of inspiration, which is to Musalmans a 
very imperfect mode of transmitting a revelation of God’s 
will. 

That there should be a human as well as a divine side 
to inspiration is an idea not only foreign, but absolutely 
repugnant to Muhammadans. Tlio Quran is not a book of 
principles : it is a book of directions. The Quran describes 
the revelation given to JMoses thus: “AVe wrote for him 
’ Vol. iii. p. 30. ^ Dabistdn, p. 214. 
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upon the tables a monition concerning every matter, and 
said, * Receive them thyself with steadfastness, and com- 
mand thy people to receive them for the observance of its 
most goodly precepts’” (S. vii. 142). It is such an in- 
spiration as this the Quran claims for itself. Muhammad’s 
idea was that it should be a complete and final code of 
directions in every matter for all mankind. It is not the 
word of a prophet enlightened by God.^ It proceeds imme- 
diately from God, and the word “ say ” or speak ” precedes, 
or is understood to precede, every sentence. This to a 
Muslim is the highest form of inspiration ; this alone 
stamps a book as divine. It is acknowledged that the 
Injll — the Gospel — was given by Jesus; but as that, too, 
according to Muslim belief, was brought down from heaven 
by the Angel Gabriel during the month of Ramazan, it is 
now assorted that it has been lost, and that the four Gospels 
of the New Testament are simply traditionary accounts of 
the acts and words of Jesus Christ, collected by the writers 
whose names they bear. Their value is, therefore, that of 
the second foundation of the Islamic system. 

The question next arises as to the exact way in which 
Gabriel made known his message to Muhammad. The 
Mudariju’n-Nabuwat, a standard theological work, gives 
some details on this point.^ Though the Quran is all of 
God, both as to matter and form, yet it was not all made 
known to the Prophet in one and the same manner. The 
following are some of tho modes : — 

I. It is recorded on the authority of ^Ayesha, one of 


^ Some Moulvies in Madras have lately contended that the Prophet was 
‘Alimu’l-Ghaib, i.e., one who knows the secret world ; by which they mean 
that by his own power he had knowletlge of the secret things which he 
revealed. To such an opinion the orthodox, who hold that tiie term 
‘Alimu’l-Ghaib can be applie<i to God only, reply by quoting the verse, — 
“Say: I say not to you ‘In my possession are the treasures of God,* 
neither say I ‘I know things secret,* neither do I say to you *I am an 
angel;* only what is revealed to me do I follow** (S. vi. 10). The com- 
mentator Baizdvi argues from the last clause in this verse that the Prophet 
did not claim divine knowledge. 

2 Pp. 508-510. 
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Muhammad’s wives, that a brightness like the brightness of 
the morning came upon the Prophet. According to some 
commentators, this brightness remained six months. In 
some mysterious way Gabriel, through this brightness or 
vision, made known the will of God. 

2. Gabriel appeared in the form of Dahiah,^ one of the 
Companions of the Prophet, renowned for his beauty and 
gracefulness. A learned dispute has arisen with regard to 
the abode of the soul of Gabriel when he assumed the 
bodily form of Dahiah. At times the angelic nature of 
Gabriel overcame Muhammad, who was then translated to 
the world of angels. This always happened wlieu the 
revelation was one of bad news, such as denunciations or 
predictions of woe. At other times, when the message 
brouglit by Gabriel was one of consolation and comfort, 
the human nature of the Prophet overcame the angelic 
nature of the angel, who, in such case, having assumed a 
human form, proceeded to deliver the message. 

3. The Prophet heard at times the noise of the tinkling 
of a bell. To him alone was known the meaning of the 
sound. He alone could distinguish it, and through it the 
words which Gabriel wished him to understand. Tlie effect 
of this mode of Wahl was more marvellous than that of any 
of the other w'ays. When his ear caught the sound his 
whole frame became agitated. On the coldest day, tlie 
perspiration, like beads of silver, would roll down his face. 
The glorious brightness of liis countenance gave place to 
a ghastly hue, whilst the way in which he . bent down his 
bead showed the intensity of the emotion tlirough wliich he 
was passing. If riding, the camel on which he sat would 
fall to the ground. The Prophet one day, when reclining 
with his head in the lap of Zaid, heard the w’ell-known 
sound : Zaid, too, knew that something unusual was hap- 
pening, for so heavy became the head of Muhammad that it 

1 All the commentators bring this incident forward as an illustration of 
the verse : “ And if wo had appointed an angel, we should certainly have 
appointed one in the form of a man ” (S. vi. 9). 
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was witli tlie greatest difiBculty he could support the weight. 
There is an Asr,^ or saying of a Companion, to the follow- 
ing effect : ‘‘ Zaid bin Siibit, a Companion, said, ‘ One day 
when God sent Wahi on the Prophet, his thigh was on 
mine, but it became so heavy that I feared mine would be 
broken.’ ” ^ 

4. At tlie time of the Mi'rdj, or night ascent into heaven, 

God spoke to tlje Prophet without the intervention of an 
angel. It is a disputed point whether the face of the Lord 
was veiled or not. ' 

5. God sometimes appeared in a dream, and placing His 
hands on the Prophet’s shoulders, made known Ilis will. 

6. Twice angels having each six hundred wings appeared 
and brought the message from God. 

7. Gabriel, though not appearing in bodily form, so in- 
spired the heart of the Prophet that the words he uttered 
under its influence were the words of God. This is techni- 
cally called Ilka, and is by some supposed to be the degree 
of inspiration to which the Traditions belong. 

Above all, the Prophet was not allowed to remain in any 
error ; if, by any chance, ho had made a wrong deduction 
from any previous revelation, another was always sent to 
rectify it. This idea has been worked up to a science of 
abrogation, according to which some verses of the Qunln 
abrogate others. Muhammad found it necessary to shift 
Ids standpoint more than once, and thus it became neces- 
sary to annul earlier portions of his revelation. 

Thus in various ways was the revelation made known to 
Muhammad, At first there seems to have been a season of 
doubt, the dread lest, after all, it might bo a mockery. But 
as years rolled on confidence in himself and in his mission 
came. At times, too, there is a joyousness in his utterances 
as he swears by heaven and earth, by God and man ; but 
more often the visions were weird and terrible. Tradition 

^ An Agr is of less authority than a Hadis or Tradition, though it more 
nearly answers to the meaning of our word tradition. 

® Saliihu’l-Biikhjiri-Kitdbu’s-Saldt, p. 105. 
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says : He roared like a camel ; the sound as of bells well- 

nigh rent his heart in pieces.” The historian, Wackidi, 
says : “ At the moment of inspiration anxiety pressed upon 
the Prophet, and his countenance was troubled.” Large 
drops of perspiration gathered on his forehead. Some 
strange power moved liiin, his fear was uncontrollable. 
Muir quotes from the same historian a statement to the 
effect that Muhammad ascribed his grey hairs to the terror 
caused him by the revelation of the “terrific Siirahs” 
(Suuru’n-naxi'ra). These are said to be the Siirah Hiid 
(xi.) and its sisters, the Surahs Ivi. and ci. Thus for 
twenty years or more the revelations came, a direction on 
things of heaven and of earth, to the Prophet as the 
spiritual guide of all men,^ to the Warrior-Chief, as the 
founder of political unity among the Arab tribes. 

A Muhammadan student, after passing through a course 
of instruction in grammar, rhetoric, logic, law, and dogma- 
tics, at length reaches the stage when he is permitted to 
enter upon the study of “ Tlm-i-usiil,” or the exegesis of 
the Quran and the inspired sayings of the l^rophet. This 
done, he can henceforth read the approved commentaries in 
order to learn what the Fathei’S of Islam have to say. This 
science in one way fits him to be a commentator, for the 
work of a Muslim divine now is, not to bring things “ new 
and old” out of the sacred book, but to hand down to others 
the things old. There is no indwelling spirit in tlie Church 
of Islam which can reveal to the devout mind new views 
of truth, or lead the pious scholar on to deeper and more 
profound knowledge. 

The greatest proficient in theology is the man who can 
repeat the Quran by heart, who knows also and can repro- 
duce at will what the early commentators have said ; who 
can remember, and quote in the most apposite manner, the 
Prophet’s sayings preserved in the Traditions handed down 
by the Companions, their followers, and their followers’ 
followers ; who can point out a flaw in the Isniid chain 

^ “It (the Qurdn) is simply an instruction for all mankind ” (S. xii. 104). 
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of narrators) of a Tradition quoted by an opponent, or 
maintain, by repeating the long list of names, the authority 
of the Isiuid of the Tradition he quotes himself. A good 
memory, not critical acumen, is the great desideratum in a 
Muslim theologian. The chief qualification of a llafiz, a 
man who can repeat the whote Quran by heart, is not tliat 
he shall understand its meaning, but that he shall be able 
to pronounce each word correctly. By men who are not 
Arabs by birth this is only to be attained after years of 
practice from childhood. The Sunnis say that no Sbi'ah 
can ever become a Ilflfiz, from which fact they draw the 
conclusion that the Shi'alis are heretics. In the early days 
of Islam, the great authorities on the question of the correct 
pronunciation of the Qurfin were the Khallfs Abu Bakr, Omar, 
Osman, and ‘AH, and ten of the Companions, who learned 
from the Prophet himself the exact way in which Gabriel 
had spoken. The Arabic of heaven was the Arabic of Islam. 

The eflbrt, however, to preserve one uniform method of 
repeating the Quran failed. Men of other lands could not 
acquire the pure intonation of Mecca, and so no less than 
seven different ways of reading the sacred book became 
current. Here was a great difficulty, but it proved sur- 
mountable. Abu Ibii Kiib, one of the Companions, had 
become so famous as a reader that the Prophet himself 
said, “ Read the Quran under Abii Ibn Kab.” These men 
remembered that Abu Ibn Kab had stated that one day, 
when scandalised at man after man who entered the mosque 
repeating the Qurfiii in different ways, ho spoke to Muham- 
mad about it. His Highness said, “0 Abii Ibn Kab! 
intelligence was sent to me to read the Quran in one dialect, 
and I was attentive to the Court of God, and said, ‘ Make 
easy the reading of the Quran to my sects.’ These instruc- 
tions were sent to me a second time, saying, ‘ Read the 
Quran in two dialects.’ Then I turned myself to the Court 
of God, saying, ‘ Make easy the reading of the Quran to my 
sects.’ Then a voice was sent to mo the third time, saying, 

‘ Read the Quran in seven dialects.’ ’’ 
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This removed all difficulty, and the foresight displa}’ed 
by the Prophet in thus obtaining a divine sanction for tlio 
various ways of reading w^as looked upon as a proof of his 
inspiration. Thus arose the ^‘haft qira’at/’ or seven read- 
ir^gs of the Quniu, now recognised. 

In the Qunin compiled by the order of the Khah'f Osman 
there were no vowel-points, but wOien men of other countries 
embraced Islam they found great difficulty in mastering 
Arabic. Khalid bin Ahmad, a great grammarian, then in- 
vented the short vowels and other diacritical marks. The 
seven famous “ Tleaders (Qaris), wliose names liavc been 
given to the various modes of reading, are Imam Nafi of 
Madma, Imam Ibn-i-Kasir of Mecca, Imam Abii 'Umr of 
Basrah, Inuim Ilamza of Kiifa-h, Imam Ibn 'Arnir of Syria, 
Imaui ‘Asim of KuFah, Imam Kisae of Kufah. These 
learned men affixed different vowel-points in many places 
in the Qurjin, and thus, in some cases, slight differences of 
meaning arose. In many passages, however, the sense is 
not at all affected. In India tlie qira’at ’’ — reading — of 
Hafs, a disciple of Imiim ‘Asim, is followed by both Sunnis 
and Shi^ahs. Jalalu’d-din, in his famous commentary, 
follows the qira’at of Inuirn Abii ‘ITmr. Those who belong 
to the Mazhab, or sect of Innim As-Shiifi% also pr(3fer this 
qira’at. Imdm ‘Asim had two disciples. Their names are 
Abii Bakr and Hafs. They^ differ slightly between them- 
selves, but the qira’at of Hats is the one in common use in 
India. The qira at of Nfifi is preferred in Arabia, and is 
highly valued by theological writers. Each of the seven 
Qaris or Headers had two disciples, called Ravis, or narrators, 
from whose testimony the qira’at approved by their master 
is known. They never give an opinion of their own on the 
text, but simply record that of their master. 

There are three readings of lesser note allowable when 
reading the Qunin privately, but not when reading any part 
in a liturgical service. During the month of Ramazan the 
Quran is repeated every night in the mosque, it being 
so arranged that one-thirtieth part shall be recited each 
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night. The Imiim of the mosque, or the public reader (Qari), 
who commences according to one of the seven recognised 
readings (qiraat), must keep to the same all the month. 
As he has to recite without a book, this involves a great 
exercise of the memory. A good ILUiz will know the whole 
seven varieties. The various readings thus introduced, 
though uiiimporf.ant in their nature/ amount to about five 
hundred in number. The following are a few illustrations : — 
III the second Siirali, Abii ‘Umr reads ; “ Xor shall yo be 
questioned concerning that which tluy have done ; but 
‘Asim reads: “That which ye have done.” Again, ‘Asim 
reads: ''Enter ye the gates of hell” (S. xxxix. 73); but 
Nafi reads : Ye 'will he made to enter hell,” — that is, by a 
slight change, the pnssive is substituted for the active voice. 
Those arc fair samples of the rest. No doctrine, so far as I 
know, is touched, but the way in which Tradition records 
the Prophet’s anticipation of the difficulty is instructive to 
the student of Islam. At times, too, fierce disputes have 
arisen between the followers of the seven famous Readers, 
whose names I have given above. In the year 323 a.ii., 
Ibn Shanabud, a resident of Baghdad, ventured to introduce 
some different readings in his recital of the Quran. The 
people of Baghdad, not knowing these, were furious, and 
the Ivhalff was compelled to cast the offender into prison* 
A council of divines was called together, before whom the 
unhappy Ibn Shanabud was produced. For a wliile he 
maintained the correctness of his “readings,” but after 
being whipped seven times he said, “ I renounce my manner 
of reading, and in future I shall follow no other than that 
of the manuscript drawn up })y the Khalff Osman, and that 
which is generally received.”'^ 

When the first copy of the Quran was written and pre- 
sented to the Khalif Osman, he said, “ Thei-e are faults of 

^ The oi>inion of Von Hammer, quoted by Sir W. Mnir in his Life of 
Muhammad (vol. i. p. 27), seems to be correct: “Wc may liold the Qiinln 
to be as surely Muhammad’s words as tlie Muhammadans hold it to be the 
Word of God.” 

2 Ibn Khallikan’s Biographical Dictionary, vol. iii. p. 16. 
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language in it ; let the Arabs of the desert rectify them 
with their tongues.” ^ The meaning of this order is that 
they were to learn to pronounce the words properly, but on 
no account to alter the writing or form in which the words 
were spelt. This accounts for the peculiar spelling of many 
words in the Quran. In fact, there are special rules laid 
down for guidance of the copyist. They are technically 
known as the liasinu'l-Kliatb or rules for writing. 

Closely connected with this subject is the history of the 
rise of the science of grammar. As Islam spread, it became 
necessary to expound the Qunin to persons unacquainted 
with Arabic. Tlie science of grammar then became an im- 
portant branch of study, and the collection of Traditions 
a necessary duty. The Faithful were for a long time in 
doubt as to the lawfulness of applying the laws of grammar 
to so sacred a book. There was no command in the book 
itself to do so, nor had the Prophet given any directions on 
this point. It was, then, neither farz ” nor “ sunnat ” — 
that is, neither a command based on the Quran nor one 
based on any saying or act of the Prophet. The Traditions, 
however, solve the difficulty. 

A1 Mdmun, the distinguished though heretical Khalif 
of Baghdad, was a patron of A1 Farra, the chief of gram- 
marians. A distinguished pupil of his, Abu'l ‘Abbas Thalub, 
on his death-bed expressed his belief in the fact that the 
Quranists, the Traditionists, and others, had gained their 
heavenly reward, but he hud been only a grammarian, 
and grammar after all was, in connection with the Qurdn, 
a science of doubtful legality. The friend to whom he told 
his doubts and fears went home and saw a vision. It is 
recorded that he had a vision in his sleep that very night, 
in which he saw the blessed Prophet, who said to him, 
‘^Give my greeting to Abu’l ‘Abbds Thalub, and say, ‘Thou 

^ Ibn Kliallikan’s liiograpbical Dictionary, vol. ii. p. 401. 

- The subjects of Tihlwat, or manner of reading tlie Qurtin ; of RasmuT- 
Khajt, or the spelling of the words in the Qurdn ; of the Haft qird’at, or 
seven readings, are so highly technical that I have dealt with them in au 
appendix, instead of going into furt her detail in this jilace. 
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art master of the superior science/ ” The Prophet had now 
spoken, and henceforth grammar became a lawful study in 
Islam. Muslims now quote the Qurdn as a perfect model 
of style ; it may be well to remember that the rules have 
been made for it, and that therefore it is but natural that it 
should be perfect according to the present canons of Arabic 
grammar/ 

The question of the interpretation of the text speedily 
became a very important branch of the “ ‘llm-i-usiil.*’ It is 
said that the (Juran was brought from Paradise by Gabriel 
to Muhammad as occasion required. The Prophet was re- 
proached for not having a complete revelation, and answered 
the reproach by the following verse, sent for the purpose: — 
The infidels say, ‘ Unless the Quran be sent down to him 
all at once ’ — but in this way we establish thy heart in it ; 
m parcels have we parcelled it out to thcc*' (S. xxv. 34). 
The revelation thus given is entirely objective ; it came 
to the ear of the Prophet through the teaching of Gabriel. 

“ Yet it is a glorious Quran, written on the preserved Tahh ” 
(S. Ixxxv. 22). Gabriel addresses the Prophet thus : “ When 
wo have recited it, then follow thou the recital ” (S. Ixxv. 1 8). 
This order was given because the Prophet had tried to learn 
it by heart, lUikhtiri relates the following Tradition : — 
Wlien Wahf came upon him, he moved his tongue and 
lips, desiring to commit it to memory. Then God sent . 
down tlie words, ^ Move not thy tongue that thou mayest 
hasten with it (i.e.y remember it). Truly on Us is the col- 
lection and the recital’” (S. Ixxv. 16, 17). In other words, 
the Prophet was not to trouble about learning it by heart ; 
it would come to his mind when needed, according to the 
Tradition, “ We will collect it in thy heart when needed.” ^ 

^ Were we to exainine the Qiinin by the rules of rhetoric find criticism 
as they are taught in Muslim schools, we should be obliged to acknow- 
ledge that it is the perfection of thought and expression ; an inevitable 
result, as the Muslims drew their principles of rhetoric from that very 
book.” (Baron M, de Slane, in the introduction to Ibn Khallikan’s 
Biographical Dictionary.) 

•* j^liil.iu’l-Bukhari on Surah Ixxv. 
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The external mode in which it came is referred to in the 
verse, We have sent doion to thee an Arabic Quran (S. 
XX. I I 2), The fragmentary way in which tlie Qunin was 
given was not without its difhculties.^ Some passages con- 
tradicted others ; some were diflicult to understand. To 
the Prophet alone was the solution known. The knowledge 
ho coinmuiiLcated to his immediate followers, the Companions, 
as they are called, thus : ‘‘ To thee have we sent down this 
book of monitions, that thou mai/est make clear to mm what 
hath been sent down to them ” (S. xvi. 46). 

Ibn Klialdiin says ; The Prophet unfolded the meaning, 
distinguished between abrogated and abrogating verses, and 
communicated this knowledge to his Companions. It was 
from his mouth that they knew the meaning of the verses 
and the circumstances wliich led to each distinct revelation 
being made.” " The Companions thus instructed became 
perfectly familiar with the whole revelation. This know- 
ledge they handed down by word of mouth to their fol- 
lowers, the Tjiba'in, who in their turn passed it on to their 
followers, the Taba-i-Taba‘ni. The art of writing then 

' There are many Traditions which refer to this fact. Ornar Ibn A 1 
Khatiib .said; “1 accorded with niy chcrLslier [u\ God) in three thing.s. 
One is that T said, ‘O messenger of God ! if wo were to .say our prayers 
in Abraiiam’s place it would be better.* Then a revelation came down, 
* Take the place of Abraham for a place of prayer.’ The second is that 
I said, * O messenger of God I good and bad people come to your liouse, 
and I do not see that it is fitting ; therefore, if you order your women to 
be shut up it will be better.* Then the revelation for doing so came 
down. Tlie tliird is that his Majesty’s wives were all agreed in a story 
about lii.s drinking honey, and he had vowed never to drink it more. 
Then I said to his Majesty’s wives, ‘Should the Prophet divorce you, God 
will give Iniii better in exchange.’ Then a revelation canm down, agreeing 
with what I said.” 

‘Ayesha said : “I w^as reflecting on those women who had given them- 
selves to the PropJjct, and said, ‘What I does a woman give herself 
away!’ Then the revelation descended, ‘Thou inayest decline for the 
present wliom thou wilt of them, and thou mayest take to thy bed her 
whom thou wilt, and wliomsoever thou shalt long for of those thou shalt 
have before neglected : and thi.s shall be no crime in thee’ (S. xxxiii. 51). 
I said, ‘I see nothing in which your God doth not hasten to please you : 
whatever you wish He doeth.’ ” 

^ Los Prolcgom^nes d Ibn Khaldfin, vol. ii. p. 459. 
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became common, and the business of the commentator 
henceforth was to collect together tlie sayings of the Com- 
panions thus handed down. Criticism of a passage in the 
Quran was not his duty, criticism of a comment made on it 
by a Companion was beyond his province : the first was too 
sacred to be touched, the second must be accepted if only 
the chain of narrators of the statement were perfect. Thus 
early in the history of Islam were the principles of exegesis 
fixed and settled. Every word, every sentence, has now its 
place and class. Tlie commentator lias now only to repro- 
duce what was written before,^ though he may, in elucida- 
tion of the point, bring forth some Tradition hitherto 
unnoticed, which would, however, be a difficult thing to 
do. It will thus be seen that anything like the work of 
a Christian commentator, with all its fresh life and new 
ideas, is not to be had in Islam. The perfection of the 
Quranic exegesis is its dogmatic and antique nature — 

“ Wliile as the world rolls on from age to age, 

And realms of thoiiglit expand, 

The letter stands without ex])aiise or range, 

Stilf as a dead man’s hand.” 

The technical terms which the student must know, and 
the definitions of wliicli he must understand, are those which 
relate to the nature of the words, the sentences, the use of 
the words of the Quran, and the deduction of arguments 
from passages in the book. 

I. Tlie words of the Quran are divided into four classes: — 

I. or special words. Tliese are subdivided into 

three classes. Eirst, words which relate to genus, e.g. 
mankind. Secondly, words which relate to species, e.g. a 
man, which refers to men as distinguished from women. 

^ This includes even the orthography, for: “La gdndration suivante, 
je veux dire les Tabis (Tdba‘in), adopta rorthogrfij)he des Conipagnons du 
Prophete efc so lit iin mdrito de ne point s’cearter des formes adoptees par 
ceux qiii, aprt^s Muhammad, ctaient les plus excellent des liommes, et qui 
avaieiit re^u de lui les revelations celestes, soit par ecrit, soit de vive voix.” 
(Ibn Kbalddn, vol. ii. p. 397.) 
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Thirdly, words which relate to special individuality, c.g. 
Zaid, which is the name of a special individual. 

2. ^Amvi, or common or collective names, such as 
“ people.'' 

3. Mushtaral\ or words which have several significations, 
as tlie Arabic word “ ‘ain,” which may mean an eye, a 
fountain, or the sun. Again, the word “ Bulat,” if con- 
nected with God, may mean mercy, as “ Bulat Ullah,” the 
mercy of God ; if with man, it may mean either “ namaz,'* 
a stated liturgical service, or “ du‘a,” prayer in its ordinary 
sense, e.g, Bulatu’l-Istisqa (prayer in time of drought) is 
du'a, not namaz. 

4. Mmiowal^ words which have several significations, all 
of which are possible, and so a special explanation is re- 
quired. For example, Siirali cviii. 2, reads thus in Sale’s 
translation : ‘‘ Wherefore pray unto the Lord and slay (the 
victims).” The word translated “slay” is in Arabic “ inhar,” 
from the root nahr, which has many meanings. The fol- 
lowers of the great legist Abu Ilanifa render it “ sacrifice,” 
and add the words (the “ victims ”). The followers of Ibn 
Shafi^i say it means “ placing the hands on the breast in 
prayer.” 

The Tafsir-i-Ibu ‘Abbas gives another illustration of 
Mmwwal in Siiruh xli. 6, where the phrase “ they do 
not give alms ” is sometimes interpreted as meaning “ they 
do not say : ‘ there is no God but God ' ; ” that is, the word 
“ zakat ” bears the double meaning of “ alms ” and of “ kali- 
niah ” or creed. 

This illustrates the difference between Mushtarak and 
Muawwal. In the former, only one meaning is allowable, 
and that meaning the context settles ; in the latter, both 
meanings are allowable, and both right. 

These divisions of w’ords having been well mastered and 
the power of defining any word in the Quran gained, the 
student passes on to consider the nature of the sentences. 
T'hese are divided into two great classes, — the “ Obvious ” 
and the “ Hidden.” 
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This division is referred to in the following passage of 
the Quran : — “ He it is who hath sent down to thee the 
book. Some of its signs are of themselves perspicuous; 
these are the basis (literally ^mother’) of the book, and 
others are fifjurativG. But they whose hearts are given to 
err follow its figures, craving discord, craving an interpreta- 
tion ; yet none know its interpretation, but God.^ And the 
stable in knowledge say : ‘ We believe in it, it is all from 
God''' (S. iii. 3). 

This has given rise to the division of the whole book into 
literal and allegorical statements. In order to explain these 
correctly, the commentator must know (i) the reason why, 
(2) the place where, (3) the time when, the particular pas- 
sage he is expounding was revealed; he must know whether 
it abrogates or is abrogated, whether it is in its proper 
order and place or not ; whether it contains its meaning 
within itself or needs the light which the context throws 
upon it; he must know all the Traditions which bear upon 
it, and the authority for each such Tradition. This effec- 
tually confines tlie order of commentators in the strict sense 
of the word to tlie Companions, and supplies the reason why 
commentators since then simply reproduce their opinions." 
But to return from this digression. Sentences are Zahir — 
“ obvious,” or Khaff — “ hidden.” Obvious sentences are 
divided into four classes : — 

I. (i.) Zi'Oiir^ or obvious, the meaning of whicli is so 
clear that he who hears it at once understands its mean- 
ing without seeking for any explanation. This kind of 
sentence may be abrogated. Unless abrogated, action in 
accordance with it is to be considered as the express 

^ This interpretation God made known to the Prophet, who commnni- 
cated it to the Companiojis ; hence all orthodox opinion must be in strict 
accordance with theirs. They were the sole depositaries of the inspired 
commentary given by Muhammad. There is now no room for, as there is 
no need of, any other. 

* Speaking on this very subject Ibn Khalddn says : “Rien de tout cela 
n’a pu so connaltre que par des indications provenaut des Compagnons et 
de leurs disciples ” (vol. ii. p. 460). 
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command of God. All penal laws and the rules regu- 
lating the substitution of one religious act for another, 
e.ff., almsgiving instead of fasting, must be based on this, 
the clearest of the obvious sentences. 

(2.) a word commonly used for a text of the 

Quran, but in its technical meaning here expressing what 
is meant by a sentence the meaning of which is made 
clear by some word which occurs in it. The following 
sentence illustrates both Zahir and Nass : ‘‘Take in mar- 
riage of such other women as please you, two, three, four.” 
This sentence is Zahir, because marriage is here declared 
lawful ; it is Nass, because the words “ one, two, three, 
four,” which occur in the sentence, show the unlawfulness 
of having more than four wives. 

(3.) Mu/asmr, or explained. is a sentence which 

needs some word in it to explain it and make it clear. 
Thus ; ‘‘ And the angels prostrated themselves, all of them 
with one accord, save Iblis (Satan)” (S. ii. 32). Hero the 
words save Iblis ” show that he did not prostrate himself. 
This kind of sentence may be abrogated. 

(4.) Muhlcam, or perspicuous. This is a sentence as to 
the meaning of wdiich there can be no doubt, and which 
cannot be controverted, thus : God knovveth all things.” 
This kind of sentence cannot be abrogated. To act on such 
sentences without departing from the literal sense is the 
highest degree of obedience to God’s command. 

The difference between these sentences is seen when 
tliere is a real or apparent contradiction between them. 
If such should occur, the first must give place to the 
second, and so on. Thus Muhkam cannot be abrogated 
or changed by any of the preceding, or Mufassar by 
Nass, or Nass by Zdliir. 

The other great division of sentences is that of 

II. ( I .) or hidden. Such are those sentences in 

which other persons or things are bidden beneath the plain 

cS a \foxd ot expression contained therein, as*. “ Ka 

for a tliicf, whether male or female, cut ye off their hands 
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in rocomponse for their doings” (S. v. 42). The word 
for thief is “ sariq,” and in this passage it is understood 
to include highwaymen, pickpockets, plunderers of the dead, 
&c. These meanings are Khafi or hidden under it. 

(2.) Mushhil, or ambiguous. The following is given as 
an illustration : “ And (their attendants) shall go round 
about them with vessels of silver and goblets. The bottles 
shall be bottles of silver.” The diflicnlty here is that 
bottles are not made of silver, but of glass. The commen- 
tators say, however, that glass is dull in colour, though it 
has some lustre, whilst silver is white, and not so bright as 
glass. Now it may be that the bottles of Paradise will bo 
like glass bottles as regards their lustre, and like silver as 
regards their colour. But anyhow, it is very difficult to 
ascertain the meaning. 

(3.) Muj^nal, These are, first, sentences which may have 
a variety of interpretations, owing to tlie words in them 
being capable of several meanings ; in that case the mean- 
ing which is given to the sentence in the Traditions re- 
lating to it should be acted on and accepted. Secondly, 
the sentence may contain some very rare word, and thus 
its meaning may be doubtful, as : ‘‘ Man truly is by crea- 
tion hasty” (S. Ixx. 19). In this verse the word “halxi*” 
— hasty — occurs. It is very rarely used, and liad it not 
been for the following words, “ when evil toucheth him, he 
is full of complaint ; but wdien good befalleth him, ho 
becoineth niggardly,” its meaning would not have been at 
all easy to understand. 

The following is an illustration of the first kind of Muj- 
mal sentences : “ Stand for prayer (salilt) and give alms ” 
(zakat.) Both saldt and zakat are Mustarak words. The 
people, therefore, did not understand this verse, so they 
applied to Muhammad for an explanation. He explained 
to them that ‘‘ salat ” might mean the ritual of public prayer, 
standing to say the words ‘^God is great,” or standing to 
repeat a few verses of the Quran ; or it might mean private 
prayer. The primitive meaning of ‘‘zakat” is growing. 
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The Prophet, however, fixed the meaning here to that of 
‘‘almsgiving,” and said, “Givo of your substance one- 
fortieth part.” 

(4.) MiUashdlih. These are sentences so difficult that 
men cannot understand them, a fact referred to in Siiralv 
iii. 3, nor will they do so until the day of resurrection. 
The Prophet, however, knew their meaning. Such portions 
are the letters A, L, M ; A, L, R ; Y, A, at the commence- 
ment of some of the Surahs.^ Such expressions also as 
“ God’s hand,” “ The face of God,” “ God sitteth,” &c., come 
under this category. The Tabi‘ Mujahid says: “The 
verses which speak of things lawful and unlawful (i.c., give 
orders and prohibitions) are Muhkam, all others are Muta- 
shiibih.” “ 

III. Tlie next point to be considered is the use (isti‘rnal) 
of words in the Quran, and here again the same symmetrical 
division into four classes is found, viz. : — 

(l.) Ilaqiqaty that is, words which are used in their 
literal meaning, as “ rukiV,” a prostration, and “ salat ” in 
the sense of prayer. 

(2.) MajdZy or words which are used in a figurative sense, 
as “ salat ” in the sense of “ namaz,” a liturgical service. 

(3.) Saidhj or words the meaning of which is quite evi- 
dent, as “Thou art divorced^' “Thou art/?Yr.” 

(4.) Kinaydh, or words which, being used in a meta- 
phorical sense, require the aid of the context to make their 

^ Ibn Khaldun says that Zaraakcheri (a thcoloj^ian of good repute for 
learning in the sixth century A ir.) remarked on these letters as follows : — 

“ They indicate that the style of the Qunin is carried to such a degree of 
excellence, tliat it defies every attempt to imitate it ; for this book which 
has been sent down to us from heaven is composed of letters. All men 
know them <all alike, but this power disappears when, in order to express 
their ideas, they want to use these same letters combined,” 

On tills curious passage Baron de Slaue remarks that the author is not 
very clear, and that the Turkish translator of Ibn Khaldun gives the sense 
of the passage as : “ God has placed these letters in several Si'irahs as a 
sort of defiance ; as if He had said : * Voilh. les elements dont se com- 
pose le Quriln ; prenez-les et faites-en un livre qui Togale par le style.* ” 
(Ibn Khaldfin, vol. iii. p. 68. ) 

- SahihuT-Bukhdri-Tafsir on SfiratuT-*Imrdn. 
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meaning clear, as “ Tliou art separated,” which may, as it 
stands alone, mean “ Thou art divorced.” This class also 
includes all pronouns the meaning of which is only to be 
known from the context, e.g.y one day the Prophet not 
knowing who knocked at his door said, Who art thou ? ” 
The man replied, “ It is I.” Muhammad answered, Why 
dost thou say I, I ? Say tliy name, that I may know who 
thou art.” The pronoun ‘‘ I ” is here “ kinayah.” 

IV. Tlio most important and most difficult branch of 
exegesis is “ istidlal,” or the science of deducing arguments 
from the Quran. This too is divided into four sections as 
follows : — 

(i.) ^Ihdmty or the plain sentence. “Mothers, after 
they are divorced, sliall give suck unto their children two 
full years, and the father shall bo obliged to maintain them 
and clothe them according to that which is reasonable” 
(S. ii. 233). From this verse two deductions are made. 
First, from the fact that the word “ them ” is in tlio femi- 
nine plural, it must refer to the mothers, and not to the 
children ; secondly, as the duty of supporting the mother is 
incumbent on the father, it shows that the relationship of 
the child is closer with the father than with the mother. 
Penal laws may be based on a deduction of this kind. 

(2.) Marat ^ that is, a sign or hint which may be given 
from the order in which the words are placed. 

(3.) Daldlaty or the argument wliich may be deduced 
from the use of some special word in the verso, as \ “ Say 
not to your parents ‘Fie'” (Arabic “ ufF”) (S. xvii. 23). 
From the use of the word “iiff,” it is argued that children 
may not beat or abuse their parents. Thus Paizavi says : 
“This prohibition proves the further prohibition of all 
kinds of trouble which children could give.” Penal laws 
may be based on “ daldlat,” thus : “ Their aim will bo to abet 
disorder on the earth ; but God loveth not the abettors 
of disorder” (S. v. 69). The word translated “aim” is 
in Arabic literally yas'auna, “they run.” From this the 
argument is deduced that as highwaymen wander about, 

E 
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they are included amongst those whom God loveth not/’ 
and that therefore the severest punishment may be given 
to them, for any deduction that comes under the head of 
‘‘ dalalat ” is a suflicient basis for the formation of the 
strictest penal laws. 

(4.) IqLizd, This is a deduction which demands certain 
conditions : Whosoever killeth a believer by mischance, 

shall be bound to free a believer from slaveiy ” (S. iv. 94). 
As a man has no authority to free his neighbour’s slave, the 
condition here required, though not expressed, is that the 
slave should bo his own property. 

The Quran is divided into : — 

( 1 .) llatf (plural lliiruf)^ letters. The numbers given 
by different authorities vary. In one standard book it is 
said that there are 338,606 letters, including the Bis- 
inillahs. Tlio last letters of each Siirah are collectively 
called Fawasil by the Qaris, and each letter of the alphabet 
thus occurs, except Gliain, Khai, and Waw. The variety 
in the number of letters is thus explained : “ Some letters 
are written but not read, as Aliph in qumiia and in aulik, 
and some are read but not written, as w in Dtiwiid, which 
is always written Daiid. This, and the rules of the rasmu’l- 
khatt, which are not always observed, account for the variety 
in the enumeration.” ^ 

(2.) Kalimalh (plural KalimdC)^ words stated by some to 
amount to 79,087, by others to 77,934. The difference is 
accounted for by the fact that some persons count compound 
words as one word, some as two ; some reckon the article 
id as a word, others do not ; in the same way propositions 
joined with another word, such as firnd^ sometimes count 
for one word instead of two. 

(3.) Ayat (plural Aydi)^ verses. Ayat really means a 
sign, and w^as the name given by Muhammad to short 
sections or verses of the Quran. The end of a verse is 
determined by the position of the small circle o. The early 
Quran Keaders did not agree as to the position of these 
^ Zawdbitu’l-Furqdn, p. 44. 
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circles, and so five difierent ways of arranging them have 
arisen. This accounts for the variation in the number of 
verses in various editions. The varieties are : — 

(i.) Kufah verses. The Headers in the city of Kufah 
say tliat they followed the custom of ‘All, and they reckon 
according to the qira’at of the Qarf Irridin ‘Asim. Their 
way of reckoning is generally adopted in India. They 
reckon 6239 verses. 

(2.) Basrah verses. The Headers of Basrah follow ‘Asim 
bin Hajjjij, a Companion. They reckon 6204. 

(3.) Slidmi verses. Tlie Headers in Syria (Sham) fol- 
lowed Abdii^lUih bin ‘Umr, a Companion They reckon 
62 25 verses. 

(4.) Mecca verses. According to this arrangement, based 
on a statement made by ‘Abdu’llah bin Kasir, there are 
6219 verses. 

(5.) Madma verses. This way of reading, according to 
the reckoning of Abii JaTar Zaid biiiu’l-Q'aqa, contains 
6211 verses. 

In each of the above varieties the verso BismilhUi ” (in 
the name of God) is not reckoned. It occurs one hundred 
and thirteen times in the Quran, 

The variety in the number of versos is thus accounted 
for: ‘"The Prophet, at first, paused at the close of each 
verse ; afterwards he omitted the pause at the end of some 
verses. Tims those who heard liim at first count more 
verses than those wlio heard him at a later period. Again, 
a slight pause, merely to take breath, may have been mis- 
understood, and thought to be a pause completing the 
verse.” ^ 

The diversity of punctuation does not generally affect 
the meaning of any important passage. The third verse of 
the third Surah is an important exception. The position 
of the circle o, the symbol denoting a full stop, in that 
verse is of the highest importance in connection with the 
rise of scholasticism (Tlm-i-Kahim) in Islam, 

1 Zawdbitu’l-Furqdn, p. 52. 
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Most of the cases, however, are like the following : — 

In Siirah xxvii. an account is given of the Queen of 
Sheba’s receiving a letter from King Solomon. Addressing 
her nobles she said: “Verily, kings, when they enter a 
city (by force) waste the same, and abase the most powerful 
of the inhabitants hereof: and so will (these) do (with us).” 
Many Readers put the full stop after the word “hereof,” 
and say that God is the speaker of the words “ and so will 
they do.” 

(4.) Surah, or chapter. The word Siirah means a row or 
series, such as a line of bricks arranged in a wall, but it is 
now exclusively used for chapters in the Qunin. These 
are one hundred and fourteen in number. The Siirahs are 
not numbered in the original Arabic, but each one has 
some approximate name (as Baqr — the cow, Nisji — women, 
&c.), generally taken from some expression which occurs 
in it. They are not arranged in chronological order, but 
according to their length. As a general rule, the shorter 
Siirahs, which contain the theology of Islam, belong to the 
Meccan period of the Prophet’s career,^ and the longer ones, 
relating chiefly to social duties and relationships, to the 
organisation of Islam as a civil polity, to the time when he 
was consolidating his power at Madina. The best way, 
therefore, to read the Quran is to begin at the end. Tlie 
attempt to arrange the Surahs in due order is a very 
difficult one, and, after all, can only be approximately 
correct,^ Carlyle, referring to the confused mass of “ end- 
less iterations, long-windedness, entanglement, most crude, 
incondite,” says : “ Nothing but a sense of duty could 

^ The last verse TevealeU at Mecca was, “ This d.ay have I perfected 
your reliction for you, and have filled up the measure of my favours upon 
you ; and it is my pleasure that Islam be your religion ; but wlioso without 
wilful leanings to wrong shall be forced by hunger to transgress, to hiiu, 
verily, wull God be indulgent, mercifur* (S. v. 5). (Ibn Khaldiin, vol. i. 
p. 206.) 

The arrangement made by Professor Th. Noldeke in his “ Goschichte 
des Qunlns ” is considered by Stanley Lanc-Poole to be the best. Eodwell’s 
English version of the Quran is, with some exceptions, an example of this 
order. 
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carry any European through the Quran.” When re- 
arranged the book becomes more intelligible. The chief 
tests for such rearrangement are the style and the matter. 
There is a very distinct difference in both of these respects 
between the earlier and later Surahs. The references to 
historical events sometimes give a clue ; but the help from 
external sources is very limited. Individual Siirahs are 
often very composite in their cliaracter, but, such as they 
are, they have been from the beginning. The recension 
made by Zaid in the reign of the Khalif Osnuin has been 
handed down unaltered in its form. The only variations 
(qini’at) now to be found in the text have been already 
noticed. They in no way affect the arrangements of the 
Surahs. 

The ordinary arrangement is a most unfortunate one, 
as it makes it very difficult to follow the working of tlie 
Prophet’s mind. In Rodwell’s translation the first ninety 
Siiralis are llecca, and the last twenty-two Madina ones. 
The Mecca Surahs are divided into three parts. The first 
forty-eiglit were delivered during the first four years of the 
Propliet’s mission ; then twenty-one more during the fifth 
and sixth years, and again twenty-one more before the flight 
to Madina. The Hebrew legends and references to the Old 
Testament are mostly found in the second and third of 
these periods. The first Surahs are the most eloquent and 
rhetorical, and contain passages of great beauty. The 
Prophet deals there with a simple theology, emphasises the 
doctrine of the Unity of God, illustrates His power, and 
declares that His justice will be seen at the day of reckon- 
ing. The ritual is not elaborated. The social system and 
the laws of Islam are not as yet fixed in their rigidity. 
The Madina Surahs are different. The fervid eloquence 
of the preacher is absent, and the dictates of the practical 
administrator take its place. He deals now with questions 
of social life, domestic details, peace and war. This may 
be called by contrast the legal section of the Quran. There 
is, however, comparatively little of definite legislation in the 
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book. I have already shown in chapter i. how the canoni- 
cal law grew up. In theory the Quran is the law-book of 
the Muslim ; in practice he resorts to the Traditions and 
Decisions of the Canonists.” 

( 5 .) Slfdra, a thirtieth portion. This is a Persian word 
derived from .si, thirty, and a portion. The Arabs 

call each of these divisions a Juz. Owing to this division, 
a pious man can recite the whole Quran in a month, taking 
one Sipara each day. Musalmans never quote the Quran 
as we do by Surah and Ayat, but by tlie Sipara and liukii*, 
a term I now proceed to explain. 

( 6 .) (plural Itv.hVtU). This word literally means a 

prostration made by a worshipper in the act of saying the 
prayers. The collection of v( 3 rses recited from the Quran, 
ascriptions of praise offered to God, and various ritual acts 
connected with these, constitute one act of worship called 
a rak^at.” After reciting some verses in this form of 
prayer, the worshipper makes a ltvhu\ or prostration ; the 
portion then recited takes the name of liu7cu\ Tradition 
states that the Khalif Osman, when reciting the Quran 
during the month of Ramazan, used to make twenty rak'ats 
each evening. In each rak'at he introduced different verses 
of the Quran, beginning witli the first cliapter and going 
steadily on. In this way he recited about two hundred verses 
each evening, that is, about ten verses in each rak‘at. Since 
then it has been the custom to recite the Qunin in this way 
in Ramazan, and also to quote it by the rukiV, e.y.^ “such a 
passage is in such a Sipara and in such a Rukii*.” 

The following account of a rak'at will make the matter 
plain. When the Paithful are assembled in the mosque, 
the Imam, or leader, being in front facing the Qiblah, the 
service commences thus : — Each worsliipper stands and says 
the Niyyat (literally “ intention ”), a form of words declaring 
his intention to say his prayers. He then says, God is 
great.” After this, looking downwards, he says, “ Holiness 
to thee, 0 God ! and praise be to Thee ; Great is Thy name, 
Great is Thy greatness, there is no deity but Thee.’’ Then 
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follows : “ I seek from God refuge from cursed Satan.” 
Then the Tasmiyali is repeated : “ In the name of God, the 
Compassionate and ISrerciful.” Then follows the Fatihah, 
that is, the short chapter at the commencement of the 
Quran. After this has been recited, the Imam proceeds, 
on the first night of the month Ilamazan, with the first 
verse of tlie second chapter.^ After saying a few verses, 
he makes a Rukii^ that is, he bends his head and body 
down, and places his hands on his knees. In this position 
he says, “ God is great.” Tlien ho repeats three times 
the words, “I extol the holiness of rny I^ord, the Great.” 
He then stands up and says : “ God hears him who praises 
Him.” To this the people respond, ‘‘O Lord, thou art 
praised.” Again, falling on his knees, the worsliipper says, 

God is great.” Then he puts first his nose and then his 
forehead on the ground and says three times, ‘‘ I extol the 
holiness of my Lord, the Most Higli,” Then sitting on his 
heels he says, “God is great;” and again repeats as before, 

T extol,” &c. He then rises and says, “God is great.” 
Tliis is one rak'at. On each night in the month of Ramazan 
this is gone through twenty times, the only variation being 
that after the Fatihah, and before the first prostration, fresh 
verses of the Quran are introduced. The whole is, of 
course, done in Arabic, in whatever country the worshippers 
may be. The name of the prostration (Rukii‘) has been 
transferred to the portion of the Quran recited just before 
it is made. There are altogether five hundred and fifty- 
seven Ruku’at. 

( 7 .) The other divisions are not important. They are, 
a Su77i7i, Ruha\ Nisf, Sals, that is, one-eighth, one-fourth, 
one-half, one-third of a Sipiira respectively. 

In reciting the Qunin the worshipper must be careful 
to say the “Takbir,” i.e., ‘‘God is great,” after the several 
appointed places. Such a place is after the recital of tho 
93 rd Surah. The custom arose in this way. The hypocrites 

^ On ordinar^’^ occasions any verses may be chosen. The 112th Surah is 
the one generally" repeated. 
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came to the Prophet and asked him to recite the story of 
the “ Seven Sleepers.*' He said, “ I will tell you to-morrow,” 
hut he forgot to add the words, “ if God will.*’ By way of 
warning, God allowed no inspiration to descend upon him 
for some days. Tlien the liypocrites began to laugh and 
say, “ God has left him.** As it was not God*s purpose 
to put His messenger to ridicule, the Surah entitled The 
Brightness** (xciii.) was immediately brought by the ever- 
ready Gabriel. It begins : “ By the brightness of the 
morning, and by the night when it groweth dark, thy Lord 
hath not forsaken thee, neither doth He hate thee.” In 
remembrance of this signal interposition of Providence on 
his behalf, the Prophet always concluded the recital of this 
Silrah with the words, God is great.” The practice thus 
became a “ sunnat ** obligation, that is, it should be done 
because the Prophet did it. A Tradition states that the 
Prophet said, “Tlie Takbir should be recited after every 
Surah which follows the SuratuV.-Zuha (xciii.).” The 
Tafsir-i-Jalalain confirms thia Other authorities say that 
the Takbjr should be said after eleven of these only, viz., the 
Siirahs 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, lOO, i02, 109, 110, 112, 
and that after all the others the words “ La-ildha-il-lal-lahu ** 
should be said. 

In reciting the Quran, the person so doing must carefully 
observe all the rules and regulations concerning it. The 
correct recital is called Tilawat ; but before a person can 
do this properly, he must have some acquaintance with 
the science called Tlm-i-tajwid. It includes a knowledge 
of the peculiar spelling of words in the Quran, of its various 
readings, of the tabkirs and responses at the close of certain 
appointed passages, of its various divisions, punctuation, and 
marginal instructions,' of a correct pronunciation and in- 
tonation.^ 

The doctrine of abrogation is a very important one in 
connection with the study of the Quran. The opening 
verses of the 77th Siirah are by some commentators held to 
^ For farther details on this subject sec Appendix. 
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refer to this : By the train of the sent ones, and the swift 
ones in their swiftness, by the scatterers who scatter, and 
the distinguish ers who distinguish, and by those w’ho give 
forth the word to excuse or warn.” Here the swift ones ” 
a/;e said to be the angels sent forth with verses of the 
Quran, " scattering or dispersing previous revelations, dis- 
tinguishing between good and evil.” ^ It is also referred to 
in the verses : “ When we chanj,^e one verse for another, and 
God knoweth the best which He revealeth ” (S. xvi. 103); 
“ Whatever verses we cancel or cause tliee to forget, we 
give thee better in their stead, or the like thereof” (S. 
ii. 100). This last one is a Madina Siirah. ‘‘What He 
pleaseth will God abrogate or confirm; for with Him is 
the source of revelation ” (S. xiii. 39). Some verses which 
were cancelled in the IVophet*s lifetime are not now extant. 
‘Abdu’lhih Ibn Masud states that the IVophet one day re- 
cited a verse, which he immediately wrote down. The 
next morning he found it had vanished from the material 
on which it had been written. Astonished at this, he 
acquainted ]\luharaniad with the fact, and was informed 
that the verse in question had been revoked. There are, 
however, many verses still in the Quran which have been 
abrogated. It was an exceedingly convenient doctrine, and 
one needed to explain the change of front which Muham- 
mad made at different periods of his career. Certain rules 
have been laid down to regulate the practice. The verse 
which abrogates is called Nasikh, and the abrogated verse 
Mansiikh. Mansiikh verses are of three kinds — first, where 
the words and the sense have both been abrogated ; secondly, 
where tlie letter only is abrogated and the sense remains ; 
thirdly, w’here the sense is abrogated though the letter 
remains. Imam Malik gives as an instance of the first 
kind the verse — “ If a son of Adam had two rivers of gold, 
he would covet yet a third ; and if he had three, he would 
covet yet a fourth. Neither shall the belly of a son of 
Adam be filled, but with dust. God will turn unto him 
1 Tafsir-i»Ilusaini, p. 442. 
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who shall repent.” The Imam states that originally this 
verse was in the 9th Siirah, called Hepentance. The verso 
called the “ verse of stoning ” is an illustration of the second 
kind. It reads : “ Abhor not your parents, for this would 
be ingratitude in you. If a man and woman of reputation 
commit adultery, ye sliall stone them both ; it is a punish- 
ment ordained by God ; for God is mighty and wise.” The 
Khalif Omar says this verse was extant in Muhammad’s 
lifetime^ but that it is now lost. But it is the third class 
which practically comes into Glm-i-usiil. 

Authorities differ as to the number of verses abrogated. 
Sale states that they have been estimated at two hundred 
and twenty-five. The principal ones are not many in 
number, and are very generally agreed upon. I give a 
few examples. It is a fact worthy of notice that they occur 
chiefly, if not almost entirely, in Surahs delivered at Madfna. 
There, where Muhammad had to confront Jews and Chris- 
tians, he was at first politic in his aim to win them over 
to his side, and then, when he found them obstinate, the 
doctrine of abrogation came in conveniently. This is seen 
plainly in the following case. At Mecca Muhammad and 
his followers did not stand facing any particular direction 
when at prayer, a fact to which the following passage refers: 
“To God belongeth the east and west; therefore, whither- 
soever ye turn yourselves to pray, there is the face of God ” 
(S. ii. 109). When Muhammad arrived at Madina he en- 
tered into friendship with the Jews, and tried to win them 
to his side. The Qiblah (sanctuary), towards which the 
worshippers now invariably turned at prayer, was Jerusalem. 
This went on for a while, but when Muhammad claimed to 
be not merely a prophet for the Arabs, but the last and the 
greatest of all the prophets — when he asserted that Moses 
had foretold his advent, and that his revelations were the 
same as those contained in their own Scriptures — they 
utterly refused allegiance to him. In the first half of the 
second year of the Hijrah the breach between them was 
complete. The later Surahs contain fierce denunciations 
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of Jews and Christians, for there was then irreconcilable 
hostility: “O Believers! take not Jews or Christians as 
friends. They are but one another’s friends. If any one of 
you taketh them for his friends, surely he is one of them ” 
(S. V. 56). It was now time to reconcile the leaders of the 
Quraish tribe at Mecca.^ So the verse quoted above was 
abrogated by — “ We have seen thee turning thy face to- 
wards heaven, but we will have thee turn to a Qiblali whicli 
shall please thee. Turn then thy face toward the Holy 
Temple (of Mecca), and wherever ye be, turn your faces 
toward that part” (S. ii. 139). The faithful were con- 
soled by the assurance that though they had not done so 
hitherto, yet God would not let their faith be fruitless, “ for 
unto man is God merciful, gracious.” 

Tins change of the Qiblah placed Islam in direct antago- 
nism with Judaism and Christianity, It became a rival 
faith possessed of an independent centre of existence. Thus 
Islam became isolated, and so the Muslim lias becomo 
unable to move with the progress of the nations as the 
centuries pass by. ** The keystone of his creed is a black 
pebble in a heathen temple. All the ordinances of his 
faith, all the history of it, are so grouped round and con- 
nected with this stone, that were the odour of sanctity dis- 
pelled which surrounds it, the whole religion would inevitably 
perish. The farther and the faster men progress elsewhere, 
the more hopeless becomes the position of the Muslim. 
Chained to a black stone in a barren wilderness, the heart 
and reason of the Muhammadan world would seem to have 
taken the similitude of the objects they reverence. And 
the refreshing dews and genial sunshiiio which fertilises all 
else, seek in vain for anything to quicken them.”^ 

^ “At first the Prophet said prayers towards Jerusalem for sixteen or 
seventeen month.s, and he was prlad ’when Meooa became the Qiblah. The 
first namdz said towards Mecca was the Sal{ltuU-‘A?r, the afternoon 
prayer. One of those present went into another mosque and told the 
worshippers tliat the Prophet prayed toward Mecca. They then did the 
same. The Jews and Christians were displeased at this.” (SahihuT* 
Bukhilr!, KitdbuT-Imjim,) 

Isldm under the Arabs, by Major Osborn, p. 58. 
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The doctrine of abrogation is brought in for a more 
personal matter in the following case : “ It is not permitted 
to thee to take other wives hereafter, nor to change thy 
present wives for other women, though their beauty charm 
thee, except slaves, whom thy right hand shall possess ” 
(S. xxxiii. 52). This is said by Baizavi and other eminent 
Muslim divines to have been abrogated by a verse which, 
though placed before it in the arrangement of verses, was 
really delivered after it. The verse is : “0 Prophet, wo 
allow thee thy wives whom thou hast dowered, and the 
slaves which thy right hand possesseth out of the booty 
which God hath granted thee ; and the daughters of thy 
uncle, and the daughters of thy aunts, both on thy father’s 
side and on thy mother’s side, who have fled with thee (to 
[Madina), and any other believing woman who hath given 
lierself up to the Prophet ; if the Prophet desireth to wed 
her, it is a peculiar privilege for thee above the rest of the 
Faithful ” (S. xxxiii. 49). 

The Moghul Emperor Akbar, wishing to discredit the 
‘Ulanui, in one of the meetings so frequently held for dis- 
cussion during his long reign, propounded the question as 
to how many free-born women a man might marry. The 
lawyei'S answered that four was the number fixed by the 
Prophet. “ Of other women who seem good in your eyes 
marry two and two, and three and three, and four and 
four ’’ (S. iv. 3). The Emperor said that he had not re- 
stricted himself to that number, and that Shaikh ‘Abdu’n- 
Nabi had told him that a certain Mujtahid had had nine 
wives, '^riie Mujtahid in question, Ibn Abi Lailah, reckoned 
the number allowed thus : 2 + 3 + 4 = 9- Other learned 
men counted in this way 2 + 2, 3 + 3, 4-f4=i8. The 
Fmperor wished the meeting to decide the point. 

Again, the second verse of Siirah Ixxiii. reads : “ Stand 
up all night, except a small portion of it, for prayer.” 
According to a Tradition handed down by ‘Ayesha, the last 
verse of this Surah was revealed a year later. It makes 
the matter much easier. “ God measure th the night and 
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the day ; he knoweth that ye cannot count its hours aright, 
and therefore turneth to you mercifully. Recite then so 
'tmich of the Qtirdn as way he easy to you ’* (verse 2o). 

The following is an illustration of a verse abrogated, 
though there is no verse to prove its abrogation. How- 
ever, according to the Ijnia' it has been abrogated : “ But 
alms are only to be given to the poor and the needy, and 
to those who collect them, and to those whose hearts are 
won to Tshim” (S. ix. 6o). The clause — “to those whose 
hearts are won to Islam ” — is now cancelled.^ Muhammad, 
to gain the hearts of those who, lately enemies, had now 
become friends, and to confirm them in the faith, gave them 
large presents from the spoils he took in war; but when 
Islam spread and became strong, the ‘Ulama agreed that 
such a procedure was not required, and said that the order 
was “ iriansukh.” 

The w’ords ‘‘Put up with what they say’’ (S. xx. 130) 
are, according to the commentators Jahilain and Husain, 
abrogated by the verse called the Ayatu’s-saif, or verso of 
the sword : “ Kill those who join other gods with God 
wherever ye shall find them” (S, ix. 5). The “they” in 
the first verse refers to the idolaters of Mecca, to whom 
for a while toleration was shown. When the power of the 
Muslims increased, the toleration ceased, and the I30tli 
verse of Surah xx. was abrogated accordingly. 

The other verses abrogated relate to the Ramazan fast, 
to Jihad, the law of retaliation, and other matters of social 
interest. 

The doctrine of abrogation is now almost invariably 
applied by Musalraan controversialists to the Old and New 
Testaments, which they say are abrogated by the Quran. 

“ His (Muhammad’s) law is the abrogator of every other 
law.”^ This is not, however, a legitimate use of the 
doctrine. According to the best and most ancient Muslim 
divines, abrogation refers entirely to the Quran and the 

^ Tafsir-i-Husaini, p. 216. 

Shar\,i-i-‘Aqdld-i-JjiinS, p. 131. 
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Traditions, and even then is confined to commands and pro- 
hibitions, " Those who imagine it to bo part of the Muliain- 
madari creed that one law has totally repealed another, are 
utterly mistaken — we hold no such doctrine.” ^ In the 
Tafsir-i-Itifaq it is written: Abrogation affects those 

matters which Ood has confined to the followers of Muham- 
mad, and one of the chief advantages of it is that tlie way 
is made easy.” In the Tafsir-i-Maxhiri wo find : Abroga- 
tion refers only to commands and prohibitions, not to facts 
or historical statements.” " Again, no verse of the Quran, 
or a Tradition can be abrogated unless the abrogating verse 
is distinctly opposed to it in meaning. If it is a verse of 
tlie Quran, we must have the authority of Muhammad him- 
self for the abrogation ; if a Tradition, that of a Companion. 
Thus ‘‘ the word of a commentator or a Mujtaliid is not 
sufficient unless there is a ‘genuine Tradition' (lladis-i- 
Saliil.i), to show the matter clearly. The question of the 
abrogation of any previous command depends on historical 
facts with regard to the abrogation, not on the mere 
opinion of a commentator.” It cannot be shown that either 
Muhammad or a Compjinion ever said that the Bible was 
abrogated.^ This rule, whilst it shows that the assertion of 
inodern controversialists on this point is void of foundation, 
also illustrates another point to which I have often called 
attention, vi 25 ., that in Islam all interpretation must be 
regulated by traditionalism. 

Additions were occasionally made. Thus when it was 
revealed that those who stay at home were not before God 
as those who go forth to war, ^Abdullah and Ibn Um- 
IMaktum said, “ And what if they were blind ? ” The Prophet 
asked for the shoulder-blade on which the verse was 
written. He then had a spasmodic convulsion. After his 

1 Commentary on the Holy Bible, by Syed Aliinad, C.S.I., vol. i. p. 268, 

- Niitz Naindli, by Maulavi Safdar ‘Ali, p. 250. 

3 In fact, the Qunln is said to be “confirmatory of previous scriptures 
and their mfojnariV^ (S. v. 52.) If then, as some Muslims say, the Bible 
has been corrupted, the Qurdn has failed of its purpose, and has not been 
a “ safosnard.” 
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recovery he made Zaid add the words “ free from trouble.” 
So now the whole verse reads thus : “ Those believers who 
sit at home free from trouUe (i.e,, bodily infirmity), and 
those who do valiantly in the cause of God, with their 
substance and their persons, shall not be treated alike” 
(S. iv. 97). Years after Zaid said, “ I fancy I see the 
words now on the shoulder-blade near a crack.” 

The question of the eternal nature of tlie Quran does not 
properly come under the head of ‘Ilm-i-usul, but it is a 
dogma fondly cherished by many Muslims. In the days of 
the Khalif Al-Mamiim this question was fiercely debated. 
The Freethinkers, whilst believing in the mission of 
Muhammad, asserted that the Qunin was created, by which 
statement they meant that the revelation came to him in a 
subjective mode, and that the language was his own. The 
book was thus brought within the reach of criticism. In 
the year 212 a.h. the Khalif issued a decree to the ofTect 
that all who held the Quran to be uncreated were to be 
declared guilty of heresy. l>ut the Khalif himself was a 
notorious rationalist, and so the orthodox, though they 
remained quiet, remained unconvinced. llie arguments 
used on the orthodox side are : that both the words and 
their pronunciation are eternal ; that the attempt to draw 
a distinction between the word as it exists in the Divine 
Mind and as it appears in the Quran is highly dangerous. 
In vain do their opponents argue that if the Quran is 
uncreated, two Eternal Beings are in existence. To tliis 
it is answered: “This is the honourable Quran, written in 
the preserved Tablet” (S. Ivi. 76). A Tradition is also 
atlduced which states : “God wrote the Thorah (Law) with 
Ilis own hand, and with Ilis own hand He created Adam ; 
and also in the Qunin it is written, ‘ And We wrote for 
him upon the tables a monition concerning every matter,' 
in reference to the tables of the Law given to Moses.” If 
God did this for former prophets and their works, how 
much more, it is argued, should He not have done it for 
the last and greatest of the prophets and the noble Quran ? 
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It is not easy to get a correct definition of the term “ the 
uncreated Quran/' ^ but a Musalinan author puts it thus : 

The Word as it exists in the mind of God is Kalarn-i- 
Nafsi (spiritual word), something unwritten and eternal. 
It is acknowl(3dged by the Ijnia‘-i-Ummat (consent of the 
Faithful), the Traditions, and by other prophets that God 
speaks. Tlie Kalam-i-Xafsi then is eternal, but the actual 
words, style, and eloquence are created by God ; so also is 
the arrangement and the miraculous nature of the book.’* 
This seems to be a reasonable account of the doctrine, 
thoiigli tliere are theologians who hold that the very words 
are eternal. The doctrine of abrogation clashes with this 
idea, but they meet the objection by their theory of abso- 
lute predestination. This accounts for the c ire uni stances 
which necessitated the abrogation, for the circumstances, 
as well as the abrogated verses, were determined on from 
all eternity. 

I^his concludes the consideration of the exegesis of the 
Quran, a book difficult and uninteresting for a non-Muslim 
to read, but one which has engaged, and is still engaging, 
the earnest thoughts of many millions of the human race. 
Thousands of devout students in the great theological 
scliools of Cairo, Stamboul, Central Asia, and India are 
now plodding through this very subject of which I have 
here been treating ; soon will they go forth as teachers 
of the book they so much revere. How utterly unfit that 
training is to make them wise men in any true sense of the 
word, how calculated to render them proud, conceited, and 
scornful of other creeds, its rigid and exclusive character 
shows. Still, it is a marvellous book ; for twelve hundred 
years and more it has helped to mould the faith, animate 
the courage, clieer the despondency of multitudes, whether 
dwellers in the wild uplands of Central Asia, in Hindustan, 

^ ‘*The orthodox Muslims maintain, if I may venture upon a definition 
of tlicir belief, that the Qunln, the uncreated Logos, was from the begin- 
ning, co-eternal with the Deity, not of His essence in hypostatic union, 
but an inseparable quality of it, like His unity.” (Major Jarrett in the 
Bibliotheca Indica, No. 446, Fasciculus iv. p. 318.) 
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or on the shores of the Mediterranean. The Turanian and 
the Aryan, the Arab and the Negro, alike learn its sonorous 
sentences, day by day repeat its opening clauses, and pray 
in its words as their fathers prayed before tliem. 

Next to the act of testifying to the unity of God, the 
Quran is the great bond of Islam. No matter from what 
race the convert may have come, no matter what language 
he may speak, ho must learn in Arabic, and repeat by rote 
portions of the Quran in every act of public worship. 

The next subject for consideration is that of the Tradi- 
tions, or tho second branch of the science of ^Ilm-i-usiil. 
The Traditions contain the record of all that Muhammad 
did and said. It is the belief of every Muslim, to whatever 
sect he belongs, that tho Prophet not only spake, but also 
acted under a divine influence. The mode of the inspiration 
is different from that of the Quran. There the revelation 
was objective. In the Prophet’s sayings recorded in the 
Traditions tho inspiration is subjective, but still a true 
inspiration. This belief places the Traditions in a placo 
second only to the Quran ; it makes them a true supple- 
ment to that book, and thus they not only throw light on 
its meaning, but themselves form the basis on which doc- 
trines may be established. Without going so far as to 
say that every Tradition by itself is to be accepted as an 
authority in Islam, it may be distinctly asserted that there 
can bo no true conception formed of that system if tho 
Traditions are not studied and taken into account. So 
important a branch of Muslim theology is it, that the study 
of the Traditions is included in the ‘Ilm-i-usiil, or science of 
exegesis. Some account of them, therefore, naturally forms 
part of this chapter. 

The first four Khalifs were called the KhuIaffi-i-R/ishidin, 
that is, those who could guide others aright. They had been 
friends and Companions of the Prophet, and the Faithful 
could always appeal to them in cases of doubt. The Pro- 
phet had declared that Islam must be written in the hearts 
of men. There was therefore an unwillingness to commit 

F 
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his sayings to writing. They were handed down by word 
of mouth. As no argument was so effectual in a dispute as 
“ a saying ” of the Prophet, the door was opened by which 
spurious Traditions could be palmed off on the Faithful, To 
prevent this, a number of strict rules were framed, at the 
head of which stands the Prophet’s saying, itself a Tradi- 
tion : Convey to other persons none of my words except 
those which ye know of a surety. Verily, ho who purposely 
represents my words wrongly will Cud a place for himself 
nowhere but in fire.” To enforce this rule, it was laid down 
that the relator of a Tradition must also repeat its ‘‘ Isnad,” 
or chain of authorities, as : ‘I heard from such an one, who 
heard from such an one,” and so on, until the chain reaches 
the Prophet himself. The following Tradition, taken from 
Imam Malik’s treatise, the Muwatta, affords a good illustra- 
tion of an Isnad: “Malik relates from Yaliya Ibn Said, 
from Omra, the daughter of ‘Abdu’r-Pahman, from ‘Ayesha, 
the wife of the Prophet, who said : ‘ The Prophet conducted 
morning service, and the women returned therefrom with 
their upper garments wrapped around them in such a way 
that they could not be recognised in the twilight.’ ” This 
Tradition also settles the time for the Salatu’l-Fajr, which 
must be just before daybreak. Each person, too, in an 
“ Isiiiid ” must bo well known for his good character and 
retentive memory. The system of Isnad employed by the 
Traditionists of the Hedjaz is very superior to that which 
the others follow, and singularly corroborates the authen- 
ticity of their Traditions. This arises from the extreme 
care they took. They only received Traditions from the 
mouths of upright and virtuous men, gifted with good 
memories.” ^ All this care, however, failed to prevent a 
vast number of manifestly false Traditions becoming current ; 
so men set themselves to the work of collecting and sifting 
the great mass of Tradition that in the second century of 
Ishim had begun to work untold evil. These men are called 
“ Muliadisin,” or “ collectors of Tradition.” The Sunnis and 
^ Ibn Khaldun, vol. ii. p. 468. 
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the Wahhabis recognise six such men, and their collections 
are known as the “ 8ihaUu's-sittah,” or six correct books. 
They are the following : — 

(i.) The Hahili-i-BitWtdH, called after Abu ‘Abdu’llah 
Mul.iammad Ibn-i-Ismd'fl, a native of Bukhara. He was 
born A. II. 194. He was a man of middle height, spare in 
frame, and as a boy totally blind. The grief of his father 
was on this account intense ; but one day in a dream he saw 
the Patriarch Abraham, who said to him, “ God, on account 
of thy grief and sorrow, has granted sight to thy son.” The 
sight being thus restored, at the age of ten he went to school, 
and began to learn the Traditions by heart. After his edu- 
cation was finished, a famous Muhadis named Diikhli came 
to Bukhara. One day the youthful liukhari ventured to 
correct the famous man. It was an astounding piece of 
audacity, but the youth was proved to be in the right. 
I’his set him on the work of collecting and sifting the 
Traditions. At the early age of sixteen he was able to 
remember fifteen thousand. In course of time he collected 
600,000 Traditions, The result of his examination and 
selection was that he approved of seven thousand two 
hundred and seventy-five. These are now recorded in 
his great work, the Salu'hu’l-Bukharf. It is said that he 
never sat down to examine a Tradition without first per- 
forming a legal ablution and repeating two rak‘at prayers. 
He then said : “ 0 Lord, let me not make a mistake.” For 
sixteen years he lived in a mosque, and died much respected, 
at the age of sixty-four. 

(2.) Saldh-i-Mitslim, Muslim Ibn-i-Hajjaj was born at 
Nishapur, a city of Khorasan. He collected about 300,000 
Traditions, from which he made his collection. He is said 
to have been a very just man, and willing to oblige all who 
sought his advice. In fact, this willingness to oblige was 
the indirect cause of his death. One day he was sitting as 
usual in the mosque when some people came to ask him 
about a Tradition. As he could not discover it in the books 
he had with him, he went to his house to search there. The 
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people brought him a basket of dates. He went on eating 
and searching, but unfortunately he ate so many dates that 
he died (A.n. 261). 

(3.) Simart-i-Ahtl Ddud. Abu Daiid Sajistani, a native 
of Seistan, was born A.ii. 202. Ho was a great traveller, 
and went to all the chief places of Musalman learning. In 
knowledge of the Traditions, in devotion, in piety, he was 
unrivalled. He collected about 500,000 Traditions, of 
which he selected four thousand eight hundred for his book. 

(4.) Jdmi*-i-TirmizL Abii Isa‘ Muhammad Tirmizi was 
born at Tiriniz in the year A.TI. 209. He was a disciple 
of liukharf. Ibn Khallikan says this work is “ the produc- 
tion of a well-informed man: its exactness is proverbial.”^ 

(5.) Sunan-i-NastiL Abii 'Abdu’r-Rahman Nasaf was 
born at Nasa, in Khorasan, in the year A.n. 214, and died 
A.n. 303. It is recorded of him, with great approbation, 
that he fasted every other day, and had four wives and 
many slaves. This book is considered of great value. He 
met with his death in rather a sad way. He had compiled 
a book on the virtues of ‘All, and as the people of Damas- 
cus wore at that time inclined to the heresy of the Khari- 
gites, he wished to read his book in the mosque of that 
place. After he had read a little way, a man arose and 
asked him whether he knewaught of the praises of Mu‘awiyah, 
‘All’s deadly enemy. He replied that he did not. This 
answer enraged the people, who beat him so severely that 
he died soon after. 

(6.) Siman-i-Ihn Mdjah, Ibn Miijah^ was born at ‘Irak, 
A.II. 209. This work contains 4000 Traditions. 

The Shi'ahs reject these books and substitute five books ^ 

^ Ibn Khallikan’s Biofrraphical Dictionary, vol. ii. p. 679. 

- “lie ranked as a high authority in the Traditions, and was well 
versed in all the sciences connected with them.’* (Ibn Khallikan, vol. ii. 
p. 680.) 

3 The Kafi, by Abu JaTar Muhammad, A.n. 329. The Man-U-yastah- 
zirahu’l-Faqlh, by Shaikh ‘All, A.n. 381. The Tahzib and the Istibsjir, by 
Shaikh Abu Ja'far Muhammad, A.H. 466. The Nahaju’Mlalaghat, by 
Syed Razi, A.n, 406. 
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of their own instead. They are of a much later date, the 
last one, indeed, having been compiled more than four 
hundred years after the Hijrali. 

The belief which underlies the question of the authority 
of the Traditions is that before the Throne of God there 
stands a “ preserved Table,” on whicli all that can happen, 
and all that has ever entered or will enter the mind of 
man, is “noted in a distinct writing.” Through the medium 
of Gabriel, the Propliet had access to this. It follows, then, 
that the words of the Prophet express the will of God. 

Of the four great “ Canonical Legists ” of Islam, Al.imad 
Ibn Tlanbal was the greatest collector of Traditions. It 
is said that he knew by heart no less than one million. 
Of these lie incorporated thirty thousand into his system of 
jurisprudence. That system is now almost obsolete. Abii 
Ilanifa, who is said to have accepted only eighteen Tradi- 
tions as authentic, founded a system which is to this day 
the most powerful in Islam. The Ilanifites, however, as 
well as other Muslims, acknowledge the six standard col- 
lections of Traditions as direct revelations of the will of 
God. They range over a vast number of subjects, and 
furnish a commentary on the Quran. The Prophet's per- 
sonal appearance, his mental and moral qualities, his actions, 
his opinions, are all recorded over and over again. iMany 
questions of religious belief are largely founded on the 
Traditions, and it is to them we must go for an explanation 
of much of the ritual of Isliirn. It is very difTicult for any 
one, who has not lived in long and friendly intercourse 
with Muslims, to realise how much their religious life and 
opinions, their thought and actions, are based on the 
Traditions. 

Having tlius shown the importance of the Traditions, 
I now proceed to enter a little into detail on the question 
of the rules framed concerning them. The classification 
adopted by different authors may vary in some subordinate 
points, but the following account is adopted from a standard 
Muhammadan work. A Tradition may be Iladis-i-Quali, 
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that is, an account of something the Prophet said ; or 
ITadis-i-Fi'li, a record of something which he did ; or 
Hadia-i-Taqr/ri, a statement of some act performed by 
other persons in his presence, and which action he did 
not forbid. 

The Traditions may be classed under two general 
heads : — 

First, ITadis-i’-Mutaivdivi^ that is, “an undoubted Tra- 
dition,” the Ismid or chain of narrators of which is perfect, 
and in which chain each narrator possessed all the necessary 
qualifications for his office.^ Some authorities say there are 
only a few of these Traditions extant, but most allow that 
the following is one: There are no good works except 
with intention ; ” for example, a man may fast, but, unless 
he has the intention of fasting firmly in his mind, he gains 
no spiritual reward by so doing. 

Second, KadUyi-AluUi. The authority of this class is 
theoretically somewhat less than that of the first, but 
practically it is the same. 

This class is again subdivided into two : — 

(i.) HculU-i-^alhih^ or a genuine Tradition. It is not 
necessary to go into the subdivisions of this subdivision. 
A Tradition is Sahil.i if the narrators have been men of pious 
lives, abstemious in their habits, endowed witli a good 
memory, free from blemish, and persons who lived at peace 
with their neighbours. The following also are Sahfi.i, 
though their importance as authorities varies. I arrange 
them in the order of their value. Bahih Traditions are those 
which are found in the collections made by Bukhari and 
Muslim, or in tlie collection of either of the above, though 
not in both ; or, if not mentioned by either of these famous 
collectors, if they have been retained in accordance with their 
canons for the rejection or retention of Traditions; or 

^ If the Isnjld is good, internal improbabilitj carries with it little weight 
against the genuineness of a Tradition. There is a saying current to this 
effect: — “A relation made by Shjifi’i on the authority of MiQik, and by 
liim on the authority of Nafi, and by him on the authority of Ibn Omar, is 
really the golden chain.” 
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lastly, if retained in accordance with the rules of any other 
approved collector. For each of these classes there is a 
distinct name. 

(2.) Iladq-i-Hasan. The narrators of this class are not 
of such good authority as those of the former with regard 
to one or two qualities, but these Traditions should be 
received as of equal authority as regards any practical use.' 
It is merely as a matter of classification that they rank second. 

In addition to these names there are a number of other 
technical terms which have regard to the personal character 
of the narrators, the Isnad, and other points. A few nifiy 
be mentioned. 

(i.) Jladls'i-ZaHf, or a weak Tradition. The narrators 
of it have been persons whose characters were not above 
reproach, whose memories were bad, or who, worse still, 
were addicted to bid'at,” innovation — a habit now, as 
then, a crime in the eyes of all true Muslims. All agree 
that a weak Tradition ” has little force ; but few rival 
theologians agree as to which are, and wliich are not, 
** weak Traditions.” 

(2,) ILadU-i-muUillaqy or a Tradition in the Isnad of 
which there is some break. If it begins with a Tabi‘ (one 
in the generation after that of the Companions), it is called 
“ Mursal,” the one link in the chain, the Companion, being 
wanting. If the first link in the chain of narrators begins 
in a generation still later, it has another name, and so on. 

(3.) Traditions which have various names, according as 
the narrator concealed the name of his Imam, or where 
different narrators disagree, or where the narrator has 
mixed some of his own words with the Tradition, or has 
been proved to be a liar, an evil liver, or mistaken; but 
into an account of these it is not necessary to enter, for 
no Tradition of this class would be considered as of itself 
sufficient ground on which to base any important doctrine.® 

^ Nuru’l-IIidslyab, p. 5. 

2 A full account of these will be found in the preface to the Niiru’l- 
Hiduyah, the Urdu translation of the Sharh-i-Waqjiyah. 
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A Tradition may be abrogated in the same way as a 
verse of the Quran is. The following example from Buk- 
hari is quoted as a proof of this: “We made salaam to the 
Prophet when he was engaged in prayer, and he returned 
it.” This is now abrogated by this Tradition: “After we 
returned from Abyssinia, we made our salaam to the Pro- 
phet when he was at prayer. lie did not return it, but 
said, ‘‘In prayer there is no employment’” (i.e., do not 
attend to other things then).^ This latter Tradition agrees 
with the verse of the Quran : “ Be careful in prayer and 
stand with respect. Silence is enjoined on us.” Another 
example is given with regard to mut^ah marriages. The 
Tradition, Whatever man or woman agrees to live to- 
gether for ten or more days, if they like they can increase 
it or separate,” is said to have been abrogated by this 
later Tradition : “ The Prophet at last forbad mut^ah 
marriages.” ^ 

It is the universally accepted rule that no authentic 
Tradition can be contrary to the Quran. The importance 
attached to Tradition lias been shown in the preceding 
chapter, an importance which has demanded the formation 
of an elaborate system of exegesis. To an orthodox Muslim 
the Book and the Sunnat, God’s word direct and God’s word 
through the mind of the Prophet, are the foundation and sum 
of Islam, a fact not always taken into account by modern 
panegyrists of the system.'* 

* Sahi'hu’l-Bukhiirf, p. 302, 

“ ibid., p. 427. 

“ “ The Qunln is not the only source oE information on Muhammad’s 
teaching^. It contains his oflicial pronunciamenti^ his public orations, his 
judgments from the bench. If wo would know his private talk, his daily 
acts and sayings, which form the rules and precedents for every Muslim’s 
conduct — insomuch that a pious jurist refused to cat water-melons, be- 
cause, though it was recorded that the Prophet ate them, it was not 
recorded whether he cut or crushed them— we must turn to these collec- 
tions of Traditions which form the table-talk of Muhammad." (Studies in 
a Mosque, by Stanley Lane-Poole, p. 31S.) 



CHAPTER III 

THE SECTS OF ISLAm 

The commonly received opinion that the Muhammadan 
religion is one remarkable for the absence of dogma and 
the unanimity of its professors is quite incorrect. Tn tliis 
chapter I propose to show how the unorthodox sects differ 
in some very important principles of the faitli. Tlie next 
chapter will contain a full account of the doctrines held by 
the Sunnfs, or the orthodox sect. The term Shfah means 
a “ follower/' and is now used to denote the followers of 
‘Alf, the son-in-law of Mul.iainmad and the fourth Khalif. 
The Shi'ah sect is chiefly found in Persia. 

Koshai, a member of the Quraish tribe, about the year 
440 A.D,, Jicquired for his family the guardianship of the 
Ka‘bah, He gathered around himself at Mecca many of 
the scattered Quraish families, improved the city, and 
gradually assumed whatever dignities there were connected 
with the custody of the Ka‘bah and the pilgrimage to it. 
He thus became the chief spiritual and temporal ruler of 
Mecca. After his death many disputes arose amongst his 
descendants, and at length the various offices ho held were 
divided amongst his grandchildren. Tlie Siqayah and 
Eifada, the prerogative of providing water and food to the 
pilgrims, passed on to Hilshim, the leadership in war to 
‘Abdu'sh-Shams. The son of Hashim, ‘Abdu’l-Muttdlib, 
succeeded his father, but met with much opposition from 
Umaiyah, the son of ‘Abdu'sh-Shams. However, ^Abdu'l- 
Muttdlib, who was the grandfather of Muhammad, main- 
tained his position as head of the Quraish, Thus two 
permanent rival factions were formed, the lidshimites and 

89 
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the Umawfyah, both descendants of tlie great Koshai. The 
feud passed on from generation to generation, ^fuhammad 
was a lineal descendant of Ilashira. TIis ablest and most 
active enemy in Mecca was Abii Sofyiin, a grandson of 
Umaiyah, The Arab families were united in hate as well 
as in love. Nothing delighted their members more than to 
hear of and dwell upon the passions and strifes of their 
ancestors — hatreds whicli tliey took care to keep alive and 
hand down to their descendants as they had received them 
from the generations passed away. Abii Sofvfln commanded 
the Quraish in more than one attack on the IVophet’s forces. 
So bitter was the hatred of the Prophet to this leader of the 
Umawiyah faction that, when he made his triumphant inarch 
to Mecca in the year 630 A.D., he excluded Abii Sofydn and 
his wife from the amnesty granted to his foes. They were 
condemned to death, but, the day before the entry of the 
Prophet with his friends into Mecca, Abu Sofyari acknow- 
ledged his error and submitted to Muhammad, who then 
granted him a free pardon. It was a mere outward con- 
version, and led to much heart-burning between the faithful 
Ansars ^ of Madina and these newly found allies. 

Two parties now gradually formed themselves amongst 
the Muslims — on the one side the Companions of the 
Prophet and the men of Madina; on the other, the de- 
scendants of Umaiyah and of the Quraish generally. The 
two first Khalffs, Abii Bakr and Omar, held the respective 
parties in check, but the third Khalff, Osman, failed to do 
so. He was a member of the family of Umaiyah, though he 
had voluntarily and sincerely adopted the Prophet's cause. 
He gradually removed the leaders of the army and others 
from places of command and trust. 

Men most distasteful to the great body of Muslims, men 
such as Mu'awiyah, son of Abii Sofydn, Merwan, whom the 
Prophet had banished from Mecca, and others of the Uma- 

' The term Al-Ansilr means “ The helpers,” and ig, used of the early 
converts at Madina : the men of Mecca who accompanied Muhammad to 
Madina were called Muhiijirun, or the exiles. 
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wfyah family, were placed in high commands and in admini- 
strative posts of influence. Syria and Palestine, Egypt, 
Ktifah, and other places were intrusted to the care of men 
whose antecedents and present practices scandalised the 
Faithful. The political position was becoming intolerable, 
and at length Muliammad, a son of the late Khah'f Abu Bakr, 
with 10,000 men, came to Madina to state the grievances 
of his party. Osman put them off with a promise of redress ; 
but on their return home they intercepted an official letter 
to the Governor of Egypt, ordering him to put them all 
to death. They returned at once to Madina, stormed the 
palace, and assassinated the Khalif. 

‘Alij the cousin and somin-law of the Prophet, was now 
proclaimed KliahT by the people of Madina, for the faction 
of the Hashimites was in power in that city. The Uma- 
wfyahs, however, held all the chief provinces, and so a 
terrible civil war ensued. Bitter feelings wore then en- 
gendered wliich even to this day find vent in the annual 
ceremonies of the Muharram. ‘AH was too straightforward 
to adopt any temporising policy, and at once issued a 
decree deposing all the Governors of the Urnawfyah party. 
Although theoretically, as Khalff, he had this power, yet 
men who had tasted the sweets of office were not inclined 
to give them up, and so they quickly set up a hostile force, 
headed by one of the ablest and most unscrupulous men of 
the age, Mii‘awiyah, son of Abii Sofyan, and now Governor 
of Syria. Mu‘awiyah denounced ‘AH as the murderer of 
Osman. “ Thirty thousand men,’’ so says the message sent 
to ‘All, “ have • sworn to avenge his death, and never cease 
from mourning till all concerned in it have been killed.” 

The cause of ‘AH r eceived its chief blow at the battle 
of ^ Siffin. .. All went well for a time, and Mu‘awiyah was 
about to beat a retreat, when ‘Amrii, one of his generals, 
hit upon a cunning device. He ordered a number of his 
soldiers to advance with copies of the Quran fixed to the 
heads of their lances. “Let the blood of the Faithful 
cease to flow,” they shouted. “ Lot the book of God decide 
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between us.” ^Alfs army was composed of military theo- 
logians, fanatical and disputatious. “ God is great,” they 
replied, “ wo must submit to the arbitrament of this book.” 
‘AH tried in vain to prevent his followers from falling into 
the trap laid for them, but failed. Violent altercations 
ensued, which finally resulted in a very large secession 
from his ranks. These men originated the sect called the 
Kharigites. The arbitration went in favour of Mu‘dwiyah. 
Still the trickery of the whole affair was so manifest that 
the war soon recommenced, but then clouds and darkness 
gathered around the path of ‘AH. Many of the more 
fanatical Muslims of his own party turned against him, 
and the old feudal hatred of the Umawiyahs followed him 
to the death. His sad and chequered life ended in the 
year 40 A.IL, when he was assassinated by a Kharigite. 
One great blot in his character seems to be connected with 
the fate of Osman, to whom he had sworn allegiance, and 
whoso murderers he should have brought to justice. It 
was an error of judgment, to say the least, and lent a strong 
motive to men who perhaps otherwise might not have 
opposed him. But for all that, ‘AH was one of the best 
and truest-hearted of the early Muslim chiefs, and worthily 
calculated to win and retain, as he has done for so many 
centuries, the ardent love and affection of so many millions 
of Shfahs. ‘All’s eldest son, Hasan, made a formal re- 
nunciation of his claim, and took an oath of allegiance to 
Mu‘awiyah, who thus became the Khalif of Islam. Still, 
so long as the lad was alive, he felt insecure, and being 
anxious to leave the government to his son Yazld, he caused 
Hasan, some years after, to be put to death by poison — so 
at least the Shfah historians say. The city of Kiifah, 
where ‘AH was assassinated, was the centre of religious 
fanaticism. It was the home of the Quran Headers, 
Doctors of the Law, and of Theologians generally. Theo- 
logical controversy raged, and much of the after bewilder- 
ing refinement of Muslim theology owes its origin to the 
wrangling disputes of the men of Kiifah. 
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Yazld, who succeeded his father Mu'awiyah in the year 
6o A.ii., was not an orthodox Muslim. He drank wine, 
loved dogs, and hated an austere life. The men of Kufah 
were scandalised, and he in return treated them with much 
contempt. At this time, Husain, the remaining son of ‘All, 
was residing at Mecca. He had never taken the oath of 
allegiance to Mu'awiyah, and so now the men of Kiifah 
begged him to come, and promised to espouse his cause if 
only he would pronounce the deposition of Yazfd and take 
away the Khalifate from the house of Umaiyah. The 
friends of Husain in vain urged that the men of Kiifah 
were a fickle lot, and that they could, if they wished, revolt 
against Yazid without his help. Husain accepted the call, 
and started for Kiifah with his family and a small escort of 
forty horsemen and one hundred foot-soldiers. 

But meanwhile Yazid sent the Governor of Basrah to 
block the way, and Husain on the plains of Karbala found 
his progress arrested by a force of 3000 men. The people 
of Kiifah gave no aid. Submission or death was the 
alternative placed before him. To his followers ho said, 
“ Lot all who wish to go do so.” “ O son of the Apostle 
of God,” was the reply, “ what excuse could wo give to thy 
grandfather on the day of resurrection did wo abandon 
thee ? ” One by one the little band fell, and at last Husain 
and his little son, a mere infant, alone remained. Husain 
sat on the ground. Kot one of the enemy seemed to dare 
touch the grandson of the Prophet. The sceno was a 
strange one — Husain sitting down, his little boy running 
round him, all his followers lying dead close by, the enemy 
longing for his blood but restrained by a superstitious awe. 
Husain took the little lad up into his arms ; a chancij arrow 
pierced the child's ear and it died at once. Husain then 
placed the corpse on the ground, saying, “ We come from 
God and we return to Him. O God, give me strength to 
bear these misfortunes.” He stooped down to drink some 
water from the Euphrates which flowed close by. Just 
then an arrow struck him in the mouth. Encouraged by 
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this, the enemy rushed on him and speedily put an end to 
his life. The plain of Karbala is now a place of sacred 
pilgrimage to Shi‘ahs, and the sad event which took place 
there is kept alive in their memories by the annual celebra- 
tion of the Muharram. The schism was now complete. A 
rent had been made in the Muslim world which time has 
failed to heal. ‘ The martyred Ilusain ’ is a watchword 
wliich has kept alive a spirit of hatred and of vengeance 
even to this day. 

Many traditions record the virtues of ^AH and his family. 
The martyrdom of Ilusain was foretold by Muliammad, for 
he is reported to have said of Ilusain, “ He will die for 
the sake of my people.*" Just before ho set out upon his 
fatal journey, standing by the grave of the Prophet, Husain 
said, “ How can I forget thy people, since I am going to 
offer myself for their sakes ? ** This idealising of the natural 
result of a tribal feud seems to show that the hard and 
cold system of orthodox Islam failed to find a warm response 
in the Persian mind. The Christian idea of self-denial, 
of self-renunciation, of self-sacrifice for others was needed ; 
and this representation of Ilusain as a voluntary sacrifice 
was the substitute the Shf^ahs found. It has been well 
said by a sound critic of Islam, that the death of Ilusain, 
as idealised in after ages, fills up tliis want in Islam : it is 
the womanly as against the masculine — the Christian as 
opi^osed to the Jewish element that this story supplies to 
the work of Muhammad.” 

The annual ceremonies celebrated in the month of 
Muharram refer to the historical facts, and help to keep 
alive a bitter feud ; but to suppose that the only difference 
between the Shi‘ah and the Sunni is a mere dispute as to 
the proper order of the early Khalffs would be a mistake. 
Starting off with a political quarrel, the Shi'ahs have travelled 
into a very distinct religious position of their own. The 
fundamental tenet of the Shfah sect is the “ divine right ” 
of ‘AH the Chosen and his descendants. Prom this it 
follows that the chief duty of religion consists in devotion 
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to the Imam (or Pontiff) ; from which position some curious 
dogmas issue. 

The whole question of the Imamat is a very important 
one. The term Imam comes from an Arabic word meaning 
‘‘ to aim at/’ “ to follow after,” and it thus becomes equal 
to the word leader or .exemplar. It is applied in this 
sense to Muhammad as the leader in all civil and religious 
questions, and to the Khalifs, his successors, who are called 
the Great Imdms. It is also, in its religious import only, 
applied to the founders of the four orthodox schools of 
jurisprudence, and in a restricted sense to the leader of a 
congregation at prayer in a mosque. They are called the 
Lesser Imdms. The Shf^ahs hold that the Imam, as a 
leader of prayer, must be sinless (ma'siim) ; tlio Sunnis say 
that the Namaz can bo led by any Imam, whether he is a 
good or a bad man. They adduce the following story in 
support of their view : — “ One day the people asked Abi\ 
Ilanifa about the leading tenets of the Sunnis.” lie replied, 
" To consider Abu Bakr and Omar as the highest in rank, 
to esteem Osman and ‘AH, to allow a ceremonial ablution 
to be made on the shoe (t.c., not necessarily on naked feet), 
and to say the Namaz behind any Imam, a good man or a 
sinner.” It is with the Imam considered as the Great 
Imam that we have now to deal. It is used in this sense 
in the Quran — “ When his Lord made trial of Abraham by 
commands which he fulfilled. He said, ‘ I am about to make 
of thee an Imam to mankind ; ' he said, ‘ Of my offspring 
also ? ’ ‘ My covenant,’ said God, ‘ embraceth not the evil- 

doers (S. ii. 1 1 8 ). Prom this verse two doctrines are 
deduced : First, that the Imam must bo appointed by God, 
for if this is not the case why did Abraham say, “ of my 
offspring also ? ” Secondly, the Imam is free from sin, for 
God said, “ My covenant embraceth not the evil-doer.” 

The first dispute about the Imamat originated, as we 
have seen, with the men who revolted from ‘AH after the 
battle of Siffin. Some years later they were nearly all 
destroyed by ‘AH. A few survivors, however, fled to 
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various parts. Two at last settled in Oman, and there 
preached their distinctive doctrines. In course of time the 
people of Oman adopted the doctrine that the Imamat was 
not hereditary but elective, and that in the event of mis- 
conduct the Imam might be deposed. 'Abdu’llah-ibn- 
Tbiidli (744 A.D.) was a vigorous preacher of this doctrine, 
and from him the sect known as the ‘Ibadhiyah takes its 
rise. The result of this teaching was the establishment of 
the power and jurisdiction of the Inuini of Omdn. The 
Tbadhiyah seem to have always kept themselves indepen- 
dent of the Sunni Khalifs of Baghdad, and, therefore, 
would consider themselves free from any obligation to obey 
the Sultiin of Turkey. From the ordinary Shi'ahs they 
differ as regards the divine right ” of *Ali and his children. 
The curious in such matters will find the whole subject 
well treated in Dr. Badger's Seyyids of Oman." 

The tragic end of 'Ali and his sons invested tliem with 
peculiar interest. When grieving for the sad end of their 
leaders, the Shi^ahs found consolation in the doctrine which 
soon found development, viz., that it was God’s will that 
the Imamat should continue in the family of ‘All. Thus a 
Tradition relates that the Prophet said, “He of whom I 
am master has ^Ali also for a master.” “The best judge 
among you is ‘All.” Ibn ‘Abbas, a Companion, says : “ I 
heard tho Prophet say, ‘He who blasphemes my name 
blasphemes tho name of God ; he who blasphemes the 
name of ‘AH blasphemes my name.’ ” Some say ‘AH is 
alive and that “ a part of God ” is in him, and also that 
‘AH will descend upon earth and fill it with justice, as it is 
now filled with tyranny. “ ‘AH existed before tho creation 
of tlie heavens and the earth ; he is a shadow at the right 
hand of the throne, and men and angels make tasbih to 
him.” ^ 

The general idea is, that long before the creation of the 
world, God took a ray of light from the splendour of His 
own glory and united it to the body of Mul.iaminad 
^ Milal wa N ihal, pp. 1 32- 1 34. 
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saying, " Thou art the elect, the chosen ; I will make 
the members of thy family the guides to salvation.” 
Muliammad said: ‘‘The Grst thing which God created was 
my light and my spirit.” In due time the world was 
created, but not until the birth of Muhammad did this ray 
of glory appear. It is well known to all Musalmdns as 
the Niir-i-Muhammadi ” — light of Muhammad. This 
“Niir” is said to be of four kinds. Prom the first kind 
God created His throne, from the second the pen of fate, 
from the third paradise, and from the fourth the state or 
place of spirits and all created beings. 

This “ light ” ^ descended to ‘All, and from him passed on 
to the true Imams, who alone are the lawful successors of 
the Prophet, llebellion against them is sin ; devotion to 
them the very essence of religion. 

Sharastani tells us that “The Imamat is a light (Nur) 
which passes from one to the other and becomes prophet- 
ship. The Imams are prophets and divine. Divinity is a 
ray (Niir) in prophetship, which is a ray in Imamat, and the 
world is never free from these signs and lights (anwar).” 

The Imam is the successor of the Prophet, adorned with 
all the qualities which he possessed. Ho is wiser than the 
most learned men of the age, holier than the most pious. 
He is the noblest of the sous of men, and is free from all 
sin, original or actual : ^ hence tho Imam is called Ma‘sum. 
The Imam is equal to a prophet. ‘All said, “ In me is 
the glory of eveiy prophet that has ever been.” Tho 
authority of the Imam is the authority of God, for “ his 
word is the word of God and of the Prophet, and obedience 
to his order is incumbent.” The nature of the Imam is 
identical with the nature of Muhammad, for did not ‘All 
say, “ I am Muhammad, and Muhammad is me.” This 

^ It is said that the only difference between the liglit of Muljamrnad 
and that of ‘Ali is that the one was prior to, tlie other in time. (Milal wa 
Nihal, by Sharastsini, p. 145.) 

- “The Imdmites believe that the Imdra, preserved inviolate from sin, 
knows what is in the pregnant womb and behind walls.” (Jaldln’d-din 
As-Syuti, Bibliotheca Indica, Fasciculus v. p. 473.) 


G 
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probably refers to the possession by the Imam of the “light 
of Muhammad.” The bodies of the Imams are so pure and 
delicate that they cast no shadow. They are the beginning 
and the end of all things. To know the Imams is the very 
essence of the knowledge which men can gain of God. 
As mediums between God and man they hold a far higher 
position than the prophets, for “ the grace of God, without 
their intervention, reaches to no created being.” These 
extravagant claims for the Imams culminate in the assertion 
that “ for them a pillar of light has been fixed between 
tl]c earth and heaven, by which the actions of the Faithful 
are made known to them.” The Inulm is the supreme 
l^ontilf, the Vicar of God on earth. The possession of an 
infallible book is not sufficient. The infallible guide is 
needed. Such wisdom and discernment as such a guide 
would require can only be found amongst the descendants 
of the Prophet. It is no longer, then, a matter of wonder 
that, ill some cases, almost, if not entirely, divine honour is 
paid to ‘AH and his descendants.^ 

Tlie Usiil, or fundamental tenets of the Shi^ah sect, are 
live in number: (i) To believe in the unity of God. (2) 
To admit that He is just. (3) To believe in the divine 
mission of all the prophets, and that Muhammad is the 
chief of all. (4) To consider ^AH the Khalif next in order 
after Muhammad,“ and to believe ‘Alfa descendants from 
llasan to Al-Mahdf, the twelfth Imdm, to be his true 

^ The SiiniU.s esteem and respect the Imams as Ahl-i-Bait, “men of the 
House (of the Prophet),’’ but do not give them precedence over the duly 
appointed Khalifs. 

Tlie ShPahs, in support of their opinion regarding the close union 
of ‘All with the Prophet, adduce the fact that in the 34th verse of Surah 
xxxiii. the pronoun “you” in tho words, “God only desireth to put 
away filthiness from you as his household,” is in the masculine gender 
and in the plural form. The household being, according to the Shi*ahs, 
Muhammad, Futimah, ‘All, Ilusain, and Hasan, they say the word “you” 
must mean ‘All and bis sons. The Sunni commentators say that the 
context shows that the “ you ” refers to the wives of the Prophet, and 
sujiport this view by staling that the preceding pronouns and tho next 
finite verb, “recollect,” are all feminine. I have not yet seen a good 
explanation of this difllculty. 
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successors, and to consider all of them, in character, posi- 
tion, and dignity, as raised far above all other Muslims. 
This is the doctrine of the Imainat. ( 5 ) To believe in 
the resurrection. 

The two principal divisions of the Shfah sect are the 
Ismallians and the Iinaraites. The latter believe in twelve 
Imams, reckoning ‘All as the first.^ The last of the twelve, 
Abii’l-Qtisim, is supposed to be alive still, though hidden in 
some secret place. He bears the name of Al-Malidi, the 
guided, and hence a leader qualified to guide others. When 
he was born the words, Say : ‘ truth is come and falsehood 
is vanished; Verily falsehood is a thing that vanisheth’” 
(S. xvii. 83 ), were found written on his right arm. A 
person one day visited Imam Ilasan ‘Askari (the eleventh 
Imam) and said, “ 0 son of the Prophet, who will be KhaliT 
and Imam after thee ? ” He brought out a child and said, 

“ If thou hadst not found favour in the eyes of God, He 
would not have shown thee this child ; his name is that of 
the Prophet, and so is his patronymic ” (Abu’l-Qasim). 

A Tradition, recorded on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, 
says : “ There will be twelve Khalifs after me ; the first is 
rny brother, the last is my son.” “ O messenger of God,” 
said the people, “and who is thy brother?” The Prophet 
replied, “ ‘All.” “ And thy son ? ” “ Mahdi, who will fill 

the earth with justice, even though it bo covered with 
tyranny. He will come at last. Jesus will then appear j 
and follow him. The light of God will illuminate the ' 
earth, and the empire of the Imam will extend from east 
to west.” 

Tlie Iniilmites also adduce the following Traditions. 

“ Gabriel came one day with the tablet of decree in his 
hand, and lo ! on it were the names of the twelve Imams 
in their proper order of succession.” A Jew named Janiib 
once said to the Prophet, “Who will be your heirs and 

1 The names are ‘Ali, Ilasan, Husain, Zainu’l-‘Abi(l-dIn, Mutiammad 
Btiqr, JaTar Sddiq, Musa Kilzira, ‘Ali ibn Mtisd-ar-Razd, Muhammad Taqi, 
Muhammad Naqi, Hasan Askari, Abii’bQdsim (or Imdm Mahdi). 
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successors ? The Prophet replied, “ They agree in number 
with the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

As to the claim of the Iiriamites that ‘AH was the Khalif 
appointed by Muhammad to succeed him as head of the 
faithful, Ibn Khaldun, a Sunnf historian, says : The error 
of the Imiimites arises from a principle wliich they have 
adopted as true and which is not so. They pretend that 
the Imamat is one of the pillars of religion, whereas, in 
reality, it is an office instituted for the general advantage 
and placed under the surveillance of the people. If it had 
been one of the pillars of religion the Prophet would have 
taken care to bequeath the functions of it to some one ; and 
he would have ordered the name of his intended successor 
to be published, as ho had already done in the case of the 
leader of prayer (Namaz). The Companions recognised Abii 
Bakr as Klialif because of the analogy which existed be- 
tween the functions of the Klialif and those of the leader 
of prayer. ‘ The Propliet/ they said, ‘ chose him to watch 
over our spiritual interests ; why shonhl we not choose him 
to watch over our eartlily interests ? ' This shows that the 
Prophet had not bequeathed the Imamat to any one, and 
that the Companions attached much less importance to that 
office and its transmission than is now done.”^ 

The other large division, the Ismfi^flians, agree with the 
Imiimites in all particulars save one. They hold that after 
Ja‘far Siidiq, the sixth Imdin, commenced what is called 
the succession of the “ concealed Imams.” They believe 
that there never can be a time when the world will be 
without an Imam, though he may be in seclusion. Sharas- 
tiinf says, If any one says. How can the Imam remain con- 
cealed ? — did not Enoch and Elias live a thousand years in 
the world without food : why should the Ahl-i-Bait have 
more need?” “The earth is never without a living Imam, 
though concealed.” “ He who dies without knowing the 
Imam, or who is not his disciple, dies ignorant.” This 
idea has given rise to all sorts of secret societies, and has 
* Ibn KhaldiTin, vol. i p. 431. 
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paved the way for a mystical religion, which often lands its 
votaries in atheism. 

The “Veiled Prophet of Khurasan” was one of these 
emissaries of disorder. Babek, who taught the indifference 
of human actions, and illustrated his teaching by acts of 
cruelty and lust during the reigns of the Khalifs Mamun 
and Mu‘tasim, was another. For a while they wore kept 
in check, but in the fourth century A.II., when the power 
of the Klialifate began to wane, the Karmathian outbreak 
shook the Islamic empire to the very centre. Mecca was 
captured, the Kabbah pillaged, and the famous black stone, 
spilt by a blow from the sacrilegious Karinathians, was 
removed and kept away for twenty-two years. This was, 
however, too serious a matter. It became the question of 
the preservation of society against anarchy. The Ivar- 
niathians were at length defeated, and passed away ; but 
in the places where they lived orthodox Ishim never re- 
gained power in the hearts of the people. “ The district,” 
Mr. Gifford Palgrave tells us, ‘Mias remained permanently 
estranged, a heap of moral and religious ruins, of Kar- 
mathian and esoteric doctrines.” From it, however, serious 
divisions arose and made great rents in the political world 
of the Muslim people. One of the latest pretenders was 
the Mahdi in the Soudan. The fanatical attachment of his 
followers to his person is now explained, for what I have 
described as the doctrine concerning the Imam would, 
when once they acknowledged him to be such, have a very 
real inllucnco over them. They would look upon him as 
the “ Concealed Imam ” brought again amongst men to 
restore the world to obedience to God's law, to reprove the 
careless Miisalrnans and to destroy the Infidels. This also 
accounts for his arrogant tone and defiance of the Sultan, 
the acknowledged head of the Sunnis, who form the majority 
of Musalmans. 

When Ishim entered upon the tenth century of its 
existence, there was throughout Persia and India a mil- 
lenarian movement. Men declared that the end was draw- 
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iag near, and various persons arose wlio claimed to be 
Al-Mahdi. Amongst others was Shaikh ‘Alaf of Agra 
(956 A.U.). Shaikh Mubarak, the father of AbiVl-Fazl, 
the Emperor Akbar’s famous vizier, was a disciple of Shaikh 
^Ahu, and from him imbibed Afahdavi ideas. This brought 
upon him the wrath of the ‘UJarna, who, however, wore 
finally overcome by the free-thinking and heretical Emperor 
and his vizier. There never was a better ruler in India 
than Akbar, and never a more heretical one as far as 
orthodox Islam is concerned. The Emperor delighted in 
the controversies of tlie ago. The Sufis and Mahdavis were 
in favour at Court, The orthodox ‘Ulama were treated 
with contempt. Akbar fully believed that the millennium 
had come. He started a new era and a new religion called 
the “ Divine Faith.” Tliere was toleration for all except 
the bieroted orthodox Muslims. Abffl-Fazl and others liko 
him, who professed to reflect Akbar’s religious views, held 
that all religions contained truth. Thus : — 

“ O God, in every temple I see people that seek Tliee, and in 
every language I hear spokoii people praise Tliee ! 

Polytheism and IslAm feel after Thee, 

Each religion says, ^ Thou art one, without erpial.’ 

If it he a mosque, people murmur the holy prayer, and if it ho 
a Christian church, people ring the hell from love to Thee. 

Sometimes I frequent the Christian cloister, and sometimes 
the mosque, 

But it is Thou whom I search from temple to temple.” 

The whole of the Shi'ah doctrine of the Imamat seems 
to show that there is in the human heart a natural desire 
for some Mediator — some Word of the Father, who shall 
reveal Him to His children. At first sight it would seem 
as if this dogma might to some extent reconcile the 
thoughtful Shi*ah to the Christian doctrine of the Incarna- 
tion and Mediation of Jesus Christ, to His office as the 
perfect revealer of God’s will, and as our Guide in life ; 
but it is not so. The mystic lore connected with Shi‘ah 
doctrine has sapped the foundation of moral life and vigour. 
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A system of religious reservation, too, is a fundamental 
part of the system in its mystical developments, whilst all 
Shi'ahs may lawfully practise taqiyah/' or religious com- 
promise in their daily lives. It thus becomes impossible 
to place dependence on what a Shi'ah may profess, as pious 
frauds are legalised by liis system of religion. If he be- 
comes a mystic, he looks upon the ceremonial and the 
moral law as restrictions imposed by an Almighty Power. 
The advent of Al-Mahdi is the good time when all such 
restrictions shall be removed, when the utmost freedom 
shall be allowed. Thus the moral sense, in many cases, 
becomes deadened to an extent such as those who are not 
in daily contact with these people can hardly credit. The 
practice of “ taqiyah,*’ religious compromise, and the legality 
of “muPah,” or temporary marriages, have done much to 
demoralise the Shi^ah community. 

It is said that there are thirty-two subdivisions of the 
Slu‘ah sect, but Imamites and Ism{l‘{lians are the most 
important ones. The chief point of difference between the 
Shl^alr and the Sunnf is the doctrine of the Imamat. The 
annual ceremonies of the Muharram also keep alive the 
old historic feud. The Sunnis are blamed for the work of 
their ancestors in the faith, whilst the Khalifs Abii Bakr, 
Omar, and Osman are looked upon as usurpers. They had 
not the ray of light, on the possession of which alone could 
any one make good a claim to be the Imam, the Guide of 
the Believers. The terrible disorders of the early days of 
Islam can only be understood when we realise to some 
extent the passionate longing wdiicli men felt for a spiritual 
head. It was thought to be impossible that Muhammad, the 
last of the prophets, should leave the Faithful without a 
guide, who would be the interpreter of the will of Allah. 

Other distinctive differences between the Shi‘ah and the 
Sunnf are the belief that the most learned men of the 
Shf^ahs are Mujtahidfn, qualified to give analogical judg- 
ments on any point on which a legal decision is needed, 
and whose decision is final, which authority, however, the 
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Snnnls decline to accord to them ; that the Muliarram cere- 
monies should be observed in commemoration of the deaths 
of Ilasan and Ilusain, whilst Sunnis observe only the tenth 
day of Muliarram, or the ‘xVshiirah, as the day on which 
Adam was created. There are also minor differences in 
the liturgical ceremonies, and in some points of the civil 
law. On what may be termed questions of scholastic 
philosophy, Slu^ahs differ from the Sunnis, and, speaking 
generally, have a tendency to a somewhat freer method of 
looking at some abstruse questions. 

We here make a sliglit digression to show that this 
longing for a spiritual leader extends beyond the Shfah 
sect, and is of some importance in its bearing upon the 
Eastern Question. Apart from the superhuman claims for 
the Imam, what he is as a ruler to the Shi^ah, the Khalif is 
to the Sunni — the supreme head in Church and State, the 
successor of the Prophet, the Conservator of Islam, as made 
known in the Quran, the Suniiat, tho Ijma^ and the legal 
decisions of the early Mujtahidfn. To administer the laws, 
the administrator must have a divine sanction. Thus when 
)the Ottoman ruler, Salim the First, conquered ]%ypt (a.d. 
11516), he sought and obtained, from an old descendant of 
: the Baghdad Khalifs, the transfer of the title to himself, and 
j in this way the Sulhins of Turkey became the Khalifs of 
Islam. Whether Mutawakkil Billill, the last titular Khalif 
of the house of ‘Abbas, was right or wrong in thus trans- 
ferring the title is not my purpose now to discuss I only 
adduce the fact to show how it illustrates the feeling of the 
need of a Pontiff — a divinely appointed lluler. Strictly 
speaking, according to Muhammadan law, the Sultans are 
not Khalifs, for it is clearly laid down in the Traditions 
that the Khalif (also the Imam) must be of the tribe of 
the Quraish, to which the Prophet himself belonged. Ibn 
‘Umr relates that the Prophet said: “The Khalifs shall 
be in tlie Quraish tribe as long as there are two persons 
in it, one to rule and another to serve.” “It is a necessary 
condition that the Khalif should be of the Quraish tribe.” 
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Abii Daiid says : ‘‘ The Imams shall be of the Quraish as 
long as they shall rule and do justice^ and promise and 
fufil, and pardon is implored of them and they are com- 
passionate.” At-Tirmizi quotes from Abii Huraira thus : 
“The sovereignty shall rest in the Quraish.” Al-Buzzar 
says: “Tlie Princes shall be of the Quraish.”^ Such 
quotations might be multiplied, and they tend to show 
that it is not at all incumbent on orthodox Sunnis, other 
than the Turks, to rush to the rescue of the Sultan, whilst 
to the Shi^ahs he is little better than a heretic.^ Certainly 
they would never look upon him as an Imam, which person- 
age is to them in the place of a Khalff. In countries not 
under Turkish rule, the second Khutbah, or prayer for the 
ruler, said on Fridays in the mosques, is said for the “ ruler 
of the age,” or for the Amir, or whatever happens to bo the 
title of the head of the State. Of late years it has become 
more common in India to say it for the Sultan. This is 
not, strictly speaking, according to Mul.iamniadan law, 
which declares that the Khutbah can only be said with the 
permission of the ruler, and as in India that ruler is the 
British Government, the prayers should be said for the 
Queen. Evidently the law never contemplated large bodies 
of Musalmans residing anywhere but where the influence of 
the Khalff extended. 

In thus casting doubt on the legality of the claim made 
by Turkish Sultans to the Khalifate of Islam, I do not 
deny that the Law of Islam requires that there should be 

’ History of the Khalifs, by Jaldlu’d-rlm-as-Sy^iti. 

The usual defence of the claim of the Sulti'm to the oilice is : — 

(i.) The right of the sword. The Ottomiln ruler Salim so won it, and 
his successors hold it till a rival with a better title appears. 

(2.) Salim brought with him from Cairo to Constantinople learned men, 
who, with the ‘Ulamil of the latter city, ratified his assumption of the 
title. Each new Sultan receives in the Mosque of Aiyub the sword of 
office from the *Ulama. 

(3.) The guardianship of the two sacred shrines (TIaramain) of Mecca 
and Jerusalem. 

(4.) The possession of the sacred relics — the cloak of the Prophet, some 
hair of his beard, the sword of the Khalif Omar. 
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a Khalif. Unfortunately for Islam, there is nothing in its 
history parallel to the conflict of Pope and Emperor, of 
Church and State. “The action and reaction of these 
powerful and partially independent forces, their resistance 
to each other, and their ministry to eacli other, have been 
of incalculable value to the higher activity and life of 
Ohrlstondoin.” In Ishirn the Khalif is both Pope and 
Emperor. Ibn Khaldun states that the difference between 
the Khalif and any other ruler is that the former rules 
according to divine, the latter according to human law. 
The Prophet in transmitting his sacred authority to the 
Khalifs, his successors, conveyed to them absolute powers. 
Khali fs can be assassinated, murdered, banished, but so 
long as they reign anything like constitutional liberty is 
impossible. It is a fatal mistake in European politics and 
an evil for Turkey to recognise the Sultan as the Khalif 
of Islam, for, if he be such, Turkey can never take any 
step forward to newness of political life.^ 

The Mu^tazilas, or Seceders, were once an influential 
body. They do not exist as a separate sect now. An 
account of them will be found in the next chapter. 

There has been from the earliest ages of Ishim a mystical 
movement known as Siifiism (Tasawwuf). It has been 
especially prevalent among the Persians. It is a reaction 

^ Nothing sliows tin’s more plainly tlirin the FatviC prononneed by the 
Council of the ‘LHanul in July 1879 anent Khairu’d-din's proposed reform, 
which would have placed the Sultdn in the position of a constitutional 
sovereign. This was declared to be directly contrary to the Law. Thus : — 
“ The law of the Sheri docs not authorise the Khalif to place beside him a 
power superior to his own. The Khalif ought to reign alone and govern 
as master. The Vakils (Ministers) should never possess any authority 
beyond that of representatives, always dependent and submissive. It 
would consequently be a transgression of the icnalterahle principles of the 
Sheri, which should he the guide of all the actions of the Khalif to transfer 
the supreme power of the Khalif to one Vakil.” This, one of the latest 
and most important decisions of the jurists of Islam, is quite in accordance 
with all that has been said about Muhammadan Law. It proves as clearly 
as possible that so long as the Sulttln rules as Khalif, he must oppose any 
attempt to set up a constitutional Government. There is absolutely no 
hope of real reform. 
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from the burden of a rigid law and a wearisome ritual, 
a vague protest of the human soul in its longing for a 
purer creed. The Sufi values the Quran as a divine 
revelation, but in practice he substitutes the voice of his 
Pir, or spiritual director, for it. The term Sufi is most 
probably derived from the Arabic word Suf, “wool,” of 
which material the garments worn by Eastern ascetics 
used to bo generally made. Some persons, however, derive 
it from the Persian Suf, “pure,” or the Greek orocfyla, 

“ wisdom.” The chief idea in Siifiism is that the souls 1 
of men differ in degree, but not in kind, from the Divine j 
Spirit, of which they are emanations, and to which tliey | 
will ultimately return. The Spirit of God is in all lie ; 
has made, and it in Him. lie alone is perfect love, 
beauty, and so love to Him is the only real thing ; all 
else is illusion. The poet Sa^di says: “I swear by the 
truth of God, that when He showed me His glory all 
else was illusion.” The present life is one of separation 
from the beloved. The beauties of nature, music, and art 
revive in men the divine idea, and recall their affections 
from wandering from Him to other objects. These sublime 
affections men must cherish, and by abstraction concen- 
trate their thoughts on God, and so approximate to His 
essence, and finally reach the highest stage of bliss — ab- 
sorption into the Eternal.^ The true end and object of 
human life is to lose all consciousness of individual exist- 
ence, to sink “in the ocean of Divine Life, as a breaking 

^ It is instructive to compare tlie words of tlio Christian poet Tennyson 
with the Siifi idea of absorption into the Divine Being : — 

“ That each who seems a separate whole 
Should move his rounds, and fusing all 
The skirts of self again, should fall 

Ilemerging in the general soul. 

Is faith as vague as all unsweet ; 

Eternal form shall still divide 
The eternal soul from all beside ; 

And I shall know him when we meet.” 
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bubble is merged into the stream on the surface of which 
it has for a moment risen.” 

“ Sweep off the life of Ilufij like a dream, 

Whilst Thou art, none shall hear me say, ‘ I am.* ’* 

The way in which Stiffs gain inspiration (illiam) is thus 
described. First, they must put away all thoughts of 
worldly things, of homo, family, and country, and so arrive 
at the state in which the existence or non-existence of things 
is all the same. Then in retirement, engaged in serving 
and praising God, the Stiff must cast away all thoughts save 
of Him. Even the reading of the Quriln, the Traditions, 
and Commentaries may be set aside. Let him in seclusion, 
with collectedness of heart, repeat the word Allali, Allah, 
so often that at last the word involuntarily passes from 
his lips. Then ceasing to speak, let him utter the word 
mentally, until even the word is forgotten and the meaning 
only remains in the heart; then will God enlighten his 
mind.” The difference between an ordinary Muslim and a 
Suff is said to be that the former has only a counterfeit 
faith (imdn-i-taqUdi), or that belief which he accepts on the 
authority of his forefathers and his teachers, without really 
knowing how essential true belief in the creed of Islam is 
for his Salvation. The Siiff, on the other hand, is said to 
search for the origin of religious dogmas. Many spend 
years in the search and miss it after all, for only those 
of them who perfectly subject themselves to the Murshid, 
or spiritual director, find the reality of things and finally 
arrive at a fully established faith. 

The habit of speaking of forbidden things as if they 
were lawful, such as wine, wine-shops, wine-cups, and the 
frequent references to sweethearts, curls of the mistress, 
and other descriptions of the beauty of the beloved, are 
thus explained. The Siifis look at the internal features 
of things, exchange the corporeal for the spiritual, and 
thus to outward forms give an imaginary signification. 
By wine they mean the love of God; the wine-shop is 
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the excellent preceptor, to whom a strong spiritual attach- 
ment is formed. The ringlets of the beloved are the 
praises of the preceptor, which bind the heart and affections 
of the disciple to him. In a similar way some mystical 
meaning is attached to all other descriptions of a more or 
less amatory nature. 

Siifis suppose that long before the creation of the world a 
contract was made by the Supreme Soul with the assembled 
world of spirits, who are parts of it. Each spirit was 
addressed separately thus : “ Art thou not with thy Lord ? ” 
that is, bound to him by a solemn contract. To this they 
all answered with one voice, “Yes.” 

The principle underlying the Siifi system is that sense 
and reason cannot transcend phenomena, or see the real 
being which underlies them all ; so sense and reason must 
be ignored in favour of the “ Inner Light,” the divine 
illumination in the heart, which is the only faculty whereby 
men perceive the Infinite. Thus when enlightened, they 
see that all the external phenomena, including man, is but 
an illusion, and as it is “ non-existent, it is an evil because 
it is a departure from the one real being.” The one great 
duty of man is now plain ; it is to cast oif the “ not being,” 
to die to self, to live in this “ being.” He must live in 
God, and “break through the one-ness.” “In addition to 
reason, man has a certain faculty (taur) whereby he per- 
ceives hidden mysteries ” ^ “ This faculty is the inner light, 

the intuition which, under certain conditions, conveys to 
him a knowledge of God by direct apprehension in a manner 
similar to the evidences of the senses.” 

The following verse of the Quran is quoted by Siiffs 
in support of their favourite dogma — the attaining to the 
knowledge of God: “When God* said to the angels, ‘I am 
about to place a vicegerent on the earth,” they said, ‘ Wilt 
Thou place therein one who shall commit abomination and 
shed blood ? Nay ; we celebrate Thy praise and holi- 
ness.* God answered them, ‘Verily I know that ye wot 
^ Gulshdn-i-Rdz, Sowdl vi. 
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not of’” (S. ii. 28). It is said that this verse proves 
that, though the great mass of mankind would commit 
abomination, some would receive the divine light and attain 
to a knowledge of God. Siifis also claim as on their side 
the following verse: “Then found they one of our servants 
to whom we had vouchsafed our mercy, and whom we 
had instructed with our knowledge ” (S. xviii. 64). A Tra- 
dition states that David said, “ ^ O Lord ! why hast Thou 
created mankind ? ’ God replied, ‘ I am a hidden treasure, 
and I would fain become known.’ ” The business of the 
mystic is to find this treasure, to attain to the Divine light 
and the true knowledge of God, The Sufis are divided 
into those who claim to be the Ilhamiyah, or those inspired 
by God, and the Ittihadiyah, or those in union with God. 

The earlier Muhammadan mystics sought to impart life 
to a rigid and formal ritual, and though the seeds of pan- 
theism were planted in their system from the first, they main- 
tained that they were orthodox. “ Our system of doctrine,” 
says Al-Junaid, “is firmly bound up with the dogmas of the 
faith, the Qurjin, and the Traditions.” There was a moral 
earnestness about many of those men which frequently re- 
strained the arm of unrighteous power, and their sayings, 
often full of beauty, show that they had the power of appre- 
ciating the spiritual side of life. Some of these sentences 
are worthy of any age. “As neither meat nor drink,” 
says one, “profit the diseased body, so no warning avails 
to touch the heart full of the love of this world.” “ The 
work of a holy man doth not consist in this, that he eats 
grain and clothes himself in wool, but in the knowledge of 
God and submission to His will.” “ TIiou deservest not 
the name of a learned man, until thy heart is emptied of 
the love of this world.” “ Hide thy good deeds as closely 
as thou wouldst hide thy sins.” 

“ And he ’ll ne’er take his flight towards heaven’s eternal King 
Wlio holds at heart the thought that he’s a perfect thing.” 

A famous mystic was brought into the presence of the 
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KIiaHf HariiniiV- Rashid, who said to liim, ** How great is 
thy abnegation?” He replied, “Thine is greater.” ‘^How 
so ? ” said the KhaliT. Because I make abnegation of this 
world, and thou makcst abnegation of the next.” The same 
man also said, ‘‘ The display of devotional works to please 
men is hypocrisy, and acts of devotion done to please men 
are acts of polytheism.” 

Even in a book like the Masnavi of Jelalu’d-din Riimf, 
in which Siiffisin pure and simple, with all its disregard for 
the outward restraints of an objective revelation, is incul- 
cated, the author now and again teaches sounder principles. 
Thus, in Redhouso’s translation, we read : — 

“ To trust in God, and yet put forth our utmost skill, 

The surest method is to work Ilis holy will : 

The friend of God must work.'^ 

“ Exert thyself, O man ! put shoulder to the wheel, 

The prophets and the saints to imitate in zeal. 

Exertion^s not a struggle against Providence : 

’Twas Providence enjoined it— made it our defence.” 

But towards the close of the second century of the 
Hijrah this earlier mysticism developed into Siifiism, A 
little later on, Al-Hallaj taught in Baghdad thus : I am 
the Truth. There is nought in Paradise but God. I am He 
whom I love, and He whom I love is I ; we are two souls 
dwelling in one body. When thou seest me, thou seest 
Him ; and when thou seest Him, thou seest me.” This 
roused tlie opposition of the orthodox divines, by whom 
Al-Hallaj was condemned to be worthy of death. He was 
then, by order of the Khalif, flogged, tortured, and finally 
beheaded (309 A.ii.). Thus died one of the early martyrs 
of Sufiism ; but it grew in spite of bitter persecution. 

In order to understand the esoteric teaching of Siiffistic 
poetry, it is necessary to remember that the perceptive 
sense is the traveller, the knowledge of God the goal ; the 
doctrines of this ascent or upward progress is the Tarfqat, 
or the road. The extinction of self is necessary before 
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any progress can be made on that road, A Siifi poet 
writes : — 

“ Plant one foot upon the neck of self; 

The other in thy Friend’s domain { 

In everything His presence seey 
For other vision is in vain.” 

Sa^df in the Hostjin says: Art thou a* friend of Qod ? 
Speak not of self, for to speak of God and of, self is infi- 
delity.” Shaikh Abu’l-Faiz," a great poet and a friend of 
tho Emperor Akbar^ from whom he received* the honour- 
able title of Maliku’sh-Shii^ara (Master pf the Poets), says: 
“Those who have not closed the door, on .existence and 
non-eiistence reap no. advantage from ‘the/ calm . of this 
world and of the world to come.’* Khtisirau, another well- 
known poet, says : — . . • 

“ I have become Thou : Thou art become I, 

T am the body, Thou the soxirl ; 

L(jt no one henceforth say , 

That I am distinct from Thee, and Thou from inp.” / 

The fact is, that Persian poetry is almost entirely Siifiistic. 
Pantheistic doctrines are largely inculcated.^ . Thus ' 

“ I was, ere a name had heen named u])on earth ; 

Ere one trace yet existed of aught that has hirtlr; 

When the locks of the Loved One streamed forth for a sign*, 

And Being was none, save the Presence Divine \ ■ ■ 

Named and name were' alike emanations froni Me, 

Ere anght that Avas ‘ I ’ existed, or ‘ We.’ ’? 

The poet then describes his fruitless search for rest. and 
peace in Christianity, Hinduism, and the religion of the 
Parsee. Even TsUm gave him no satisfactiCn, for— 

“Nor above nor beneath caiiie the Loved One to vieAv, 

I toiled to the summit, wild, pathless, and lone,- 
Of the globe-girding Kaf : — but the ‘Anka had flown ! 


^ “Lc spiritualisme des Softs, quoiqu’il sdit Ic contraire du matdrial- 
isme, lui est en rdalito iclcntique. Mais si leur doctrine n’est pas plus 
raisonnable, elle est du moius plus eievee et plus poetiqtie.” (Podsie Philo- 
sophique et Religieuse chez les Persans, par M. Garcin de Tassy, p. '2. ) 
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Tlie seventh lieaven I traversed — the seventh heaven explored, 

Butr in neither ’-diseejm’d I the court of the Loi*d ! 

1 question'd* the Pen and the Tablet of Fate, 

But they whisptw’Vl not where He pavilions His state ; 

My vision I stiain'd.j 'but my God-scanning, eye 

No trace that to Godhead belong could descry. 

j\Iy glance I bent inwiwd*; within my own breast, 

Lo, the vainly soiig^it, elsewhere, the Godhead confess’d ! 

In the whirl of its ti»aftsj)ort my spirit was toss’d, 

2 ill each^ atom of separate being I losV^ 

.These are the .words of the. greatest authority among the 
Sufis, the famous ^Maiiiana Jaldlu’d-dm Riimi, founder of 
the order of tlio MauUvi Darwislfes. He also relates: the 
following Story One knocked at tU^ door of the beloved, 
ajid a voice from, within said, ‘Who is there? Is this a 
threshing-tloor ? ’ Then he answered, ‘ It is I.* The voice 
replied, This house will hot hold me and thee ! ’ So the 
door remained shut. The lover retired to a wilderness, and 
spent some; time in solitude, fasting, and prayer. One year 
elapsed, when he again returned and knocked at the door. 

‘ Who is there ? ’ said the voice. The lover answered, ‘ It 
is thou.* Then the door was opened.” 

. Another form of the same story, given by Redliouse, is : — 

Within the rpiestioii’s heard, ‘ AVho knocks at my street door ? ' 

Tie answered, ‘Thy second self, though all too poor.' 

The invitiition followed, ‘ Let myself walk in ; 

My cot’s too small for two selves to find room therein.- 

• I'he thread’s not double in a needle’s single eye,‘ 

As tliou'ft now single, enter ; room tboii’lt find ; i)ray try.' ” 

The great object of life is to escape from the hindrances, 
to pure love and . to return to the divine essence. In 
order to reach this highef* stag© of existence, the Talib, or 
seeker, attaches himself to a Murshid, or . teacher. If he 
' prosecutes his studies according, to Suffistic methods, he 
now often enters one of the many orders of Darwishes. 
After, due preparation under his Murshid, he is allowed to 
enter on the road. He then becomes a Salik, or traveller, 
whose business henceforth is suluk — that is, devotion to 

H * 
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one idea, tlie knowledge of God. In this road there 
are eight stages: — (i.) Service (‘Abiidiyat). Here he 
must serve God and obey the Law, for he is still in 
bondage. (2.) Love ('Ishk). It is supposed that now 
the Divine influence has so attracted his soul that he really 
loves God. (3.) Seclusion (Zuhd). Love having expelled 
all worldly desires, he arrives at this stage, and passes his 
time in meditation on the deeper doctrines of Suffism 
regarding the Divine nature. (4.) Knowledge (Ma^rifat). 
The meditation in the preceding stage, and the investiga- 
tion of the metaphysical theories concerning God, His 
nature, His. attributes, and the like, make him an ‘Arif — 
one who knows. (5.) Ecstasy (Wajd or Hsil). The mental 
excitement caused by such continued meditation on abstruse 
subjects produces a kind of frenzy, which is looked upon 
as a mark of direct illumination of the heart from God. 
Arrival at this stage is highly valued, for it is the certain 
entrance to the next. 

“ Ainazeiiient fell upon liiin, stupor bathed each sense, 

Ecstatic trance llicn followed, earth and shy Hew hence ; 

SiitHi ecstasy, such words, beyond all mood and tense, 
Immersion total in God’s glorious ell’iilgence.” 

The next stage (6) is the Truth (Ilaqiqat). The true 
nature of God is revealed to the Traveller, who now learns 
the reality of that which he has been for so long seeking. 
This admits him to the highest stage in his journey, as 
far as this life is concerned. (7.) That stage is union with 
God (Wasl).^ 

“ There was a door to which I found no key ; 

There was a veil x>ast which I could not see : 

Some little talk of Me and Thee 

Tliere seemed — and then no more of Thee and Me.” 

He cannot, in this life, go beyond that, and very few 

^ This is defined as “the extinction of our own existence in the exist- 
ence of God, as snow melts in the sea and as motes vanish in the sun ” 
(Tamdmiu’l-Asdmi, quoted by Tholuck.) 



THE EINAL STAGE OF StJFfiSM II 5 

reacli that exalted stage. JaMlu’d-diri considers that pro- 
phets reach this stage, for, as Iledhouse translates it : — 

“ God is invisible to weakly morbal sight ; 

Ilis prophets are a need, to guide ITis Church aright. 

No ! that’s not right ; the phrase is sadly incorrect ; 

A i)rophet’s one with God, not two : think well, rellect, 

They are not two, they are one. Then, blind materialist, 

Witli God they’re onti ; their forms but make Him manifest.” 

Thus arose a “system of Pantheism, which represents 
joy apd sorrow, good and evil, pleasure and pain as mani- 
festations of one changeless essence.” Religion, as made 
known by an outward revelation, is, to the few who reach 
this stage, a thing of the past. Even its restraints are 
not needed. The soul that is united to God can do no 
evil. The poet Khusrau says : “ Love is the object of my 
worship ; what need have I of Islam ? ” It is only so long 
as the soul is apart from God, only so long as there is a 
distinct personality embracing evil as well as good ten- 
dencies, that the Law is needed. Thus in the Gulshan-i-Raz 
we read — 

“ All the authority of the Law is over this ‘ 1 ^ of yours. 

Since that is bound to your soul and body ; 

Wlien ‘I’ and ‘you’ remain not in the midst. 

What is mosipie, what is syujigogue, wliat is lire-temple ?” 

Death ensues, and with it the last stage is reached. 
(8.) It is Fand — oxtinctioii. The seeker after all his 
search, the traveller after all his wearisome journey, passes 
behind the veil and finds — nothing ! As the traveller 
proceeds from stage to stage, the restraints of an objec- 
tive revelation and of an outward system are less and less 
heeded. “ The religion of the mystic consists in his imme- 
diate communication with God, and when once this has 
been established, the value of ecclesiastical forms and of 
the historical part of religion becomes doubtful.” What 
law can bind the soul in union with God, wliat outward 
system impose any trammels on one who, in the “ Ecstasy,” 
has received from Him who is the Truth the direct revela- 
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tion of Ilis own glorious nature ? Moral laws and cere- 
monial observances have only an allegorical signification. 
Creeds are but fetters cunningly devised to limit the flight 
of the soul ; all that is objective in religion is a restraint to 
the reason of the initiated. ^ 

The traveller on the mystic path finds much aid from 
three things : attraction (injazdb), devotion (‘ibadat), elev^a- 
tion (‘urij). When the grace of God enters the heart the 
man is attracted towards God. lie should then renounce 
everything which hinders his being drawn Godwards; he 
must forget all else but God. lie is now called the at- 
tracted (majziib). Others use further aids for develop- 
ment. They pass their time in introspection and devotion. 
They are called the “devoutly attracted” (majziib-i-salik).. 
All teachers of Sufiism should be of this rank at least. 
The third aid, “ elevation,” seems to mean steady progress 
in the upward path. The journey to God is completed 
when all existence save that of God is denied ; then com- 
mences the journey in God, when all the mysteries of 
nature are made plain and clear. In due time God 
guidetli whom He pleaseth to His own light — the Divine 
light of His own nature. Now the progress is complete, 
for “ from Him they spring and unto Him they return.” 

Dogmatic religion is compared by Jahilukl-diu to water 
used for the purposes of a mill ; after it has turned the 
wheel it is of no further use, and may now bo rejected. 

So to the Stiff the orthodox dogmas and the outward 
forms of religion carry no authority, for “ he sees the realm 
where his spirit thoughts may roam, he careers over the 
boundless fields of ecstasy, where fancy joins reality in 
entity.” 

In interpreting the mystical poems of Hafiz and other 
Sufiistic writers, it must be borne in mind that the point 

^ “ Ils pensent que la Bible ct le Coran ont et (5 seulement ecrits pour 
rhomme qui se contente cle I’apparence des choses, qiii s’occupe de 
Vextdricur, pour le zAhir para»ty comme ils le nomment, et non pour le 
soft qui sonde le fond des choses,” (La Podsie Philosophique et Rcligieuse 
Chez les Persans, par M. Garcin de Tassy, p. 13.) 
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of view from which they discuss their views is generally 
the second stage (‘Ishk), in which the Traveller is supposed 
to have attained to the “ love of God.” 

Pantheistic in creed, and too often antinomian in prac- 
tice, Siiffism possesses no regenerative power in Islam. 
‘‘ It is not a substantive religion such as shapes the life of 
races or of nations ; it is a state of opinion.” No Muslim 
State makes a national profession of Siifiism. The general 
result has worked for evil in Islam. The divorce between 
the “ religious ” life and the worldly life has been disastrous, 
Suflism has separated between those who by renouncing 
the world profess to know God, and those whom it terms 
the ignorant herd, who may nevertheless have been striving 
to do their duty in tlieir daily lives and avocations. When 
man’s apparent individual it is looked upon as a delusion 
of the perceptive faculty, there seems no room left for will 
or conscience. Profligate persons may become darwishes 
and cover a licentious life by pious phrases ; emancipated 
from ritual order and law, they seem free also from moral 
restraints. Tims, to use the words of Major Osborn, “A 
movement animated at its outset by a high and lofty 
purpose has degenerated into a fruitful source of ill. The 
stream which ought to have expanded into a fertilising 
river has become a vast swamp, exlialing vapours charged 
with disease and death.” 

In spite of all its dogtnatic utterances, in spite of much 
that is sublime in its idea of the search after light and 
truth, Sdfi'ism ends in utter negation of all separate exist- 
ence.^ The pantheism of the Siifis, this esoteric doctrine of 
Islam, as a moral doctrine leads to the same conclusions as 
materialism, “ the negation of human liberty, the indifference 
to actions, and tlie legitimacy of all temporal enjoyments.” 

* “The Miiliammarlan my.stics conceive of an union of essence; but 
they associate it with the annihilation of personal consciousness, so that 
the individual is lost, like a drop in the ocean of Deity. According to 
the Christian vi(jvv, consciousness, so far from being annihilated in the 
union with God, is, on the contrary, only thus perfected in its own pecu- 
liarity.” (Olshausen.) 
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This is plainly stated by Jaliilu’d-din, who says that the 
registers of good and bad deeds are not to be examined in 
the case of holy men.^ 

The result of Sufiism has been the establishment of a 
large number of religious orders known as Darwishes. 
These men are looked upon with disfavour by the ortho- 
dox, but they flourish nevertheless, and in Turkey at the 
present day hav’^e great influence. There are in Constanti- 
nople two hundred Takyahs or monasteries. Mach order 
of Darwishes has its own special mysteries and practices, 
by which its members think they can obtain a knowledge 
of the secrets of the invisible world. They are also called 
Faqfrs — poor men, not, however, always in the sense of 
being in tefnporal want, but as being poor in the sight 
of God. As a matter of fact, the Darwishes of many of 
the orders do not beg, and many of the Takyahs are richly 
endowed. They are divided into two great classes, the Ba 
Shara* (with the Law) Darwishes, and the Be Shara' 
(without the Law). The former profess to rule their con- 
duct according to the law of Islam, and are called the 
Salik, travellers on the path (tariqat) to heaven ; the latter, 
though they call themselves Muslims, do not conform to 
the law, and are called Azfid (free), or Majzub (abstracted), 
a term which signifies their renunciation of all worldly 
cares and piirsuifs. The latter do not even pay attention 
to the namaz or other observances of Islam, What little 
hope there is of these professedly religious men working 
any reform in Islam will bo seen from the following account 
of their doctrines.® 

I. God only exists, — He is in all things, and all things 
are in Him. Verily we are from God, and to Him shall we 
return. (S. ii. 151.) 

^ The registers referred to arc the “Book of Actions,” to be placed in 
the hands of all at the judgment-day. If placed in the right hand, the 
man is saved ; if in the left, he is lost ; but according to the teaching of 
the Sufis no inquiry is made into the conduct of saints. 

La Poesie Philosophique et Religieuse chez Icz Persans, per M. Garcin 
de Tassy, p. 7. 
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2. All visible and invisible beings are an emanation from 
Him, and are not really distinct from Him. 

3. Paradise and Hell, and all the dogmas of positive 
religions, are only so many allegories, the spirit of which is 
only known to the Siifi. 

4. Religions are matters of indifference ; they, however, 
serve as a means of reaching to realities. Some, for this 
purpose, are more advantageous than others. Among which 
is the Musalrndn religion, of which the doctrine of the Sufis 
is the philosophy. 

5. There is not any real difference between good and 
evil, for all is reduced to unity, and God is the real author of 
the acts of mankind. 

6. ft is God who fixes the will of man. Man, therefore, 
is not free in his actions, 

7. The soul existed before the body, and is now confined 
within it as in a cage. At death the soul returns to the 
Divinity from which it emanated.^ 

8. The principal occupation of the Hnfi is to meditate on 
the unity, and so to attain to spiritual perfection — unifica- 
tion with God. 

9. Without the grace of God no one can attain to this 
unity ; but God does not refuse Ilis aid to those who are in 
the right path. 

The power of a Shaikh, a spiritual leader, is very great. 
The following account of the admission of a Novice, called 
Tawakkiil Beg, into an order, and of tlie severe tests applied, 
will be of some interest.^ Tawakkul Beg says : — 

" Having been introduced by Akhund Mulla Muhammad 
to Shaikh Mulhi Sh«ih, my heart, through frequent inter- 
course with him, was filled with such a burning desire 
to arrive at a true knowledge of the mystical science 
that I found no sleep by night nor rest by day. When 
the initiation commenced, I passed the whole night with- 

^ Masnavi, Book i. 

2 Siifi doctrines of the MulW Sh.*ih, by Tawakkul Beg. Journal A siatiquCj 
6me S^rie, tome 13. 
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out sleep, and repeated innumerable times the Siiratu’l- 
Ikhlas 

* Say : He is Hod alone, 

(iod the eternal : 

He liegetteth not, and He is not begotten ; 

And there is none like iirito Him/ (S. cxii.) 

‘‘ Whosoever repeats this Surah one hundred times can 
accomplish all his vows. 1 desired that the Shaikh should 
bestow on me his love. No sooner had I finished my task 
than the heart of the Shaikh became full of sympathy for 
me. On the following night I was conducted to his 
presence. During the whole of that night he concentrated 
his thoughts on me, whilst I gave myself up to inward 
meditation. Three nights passed in this way. On the 
fourth night the Shaikh said, ‘ Let Mulla Senghim and 
Salih Heg, who are very suscex)tible to ecstatic emotions, 
apply their spiritual energies to Tawakkul Beg.' 

“ They did so, whilst I passed the whole night in medita- 
tion, with iny face turned toward Mecca. As the morning 
drew near, a little light came into my mind, but I could 
not distinguish form or colour. After the morning prayers 
I was taken to the Shaikh, who bade me inform him of 
my mental state. I replied that I had seen a light with my 
inward eye. On hearing this, the Shaikh became animated 
and said, ‘ Thy heart is dark, but the time is come when 
I will sliow myself clearly to theo.’ He then ordered me 
to sit down in front of him, and to impress his features on 
my mind. Then, having blindfolded me, he ordered me to 
concentrate all my thoughts upon him. I did so, and in 
an instant, by the spiritual help of the Shaikh, my heart 
opened. He asked me what 1 saw. I said that I saw 
another Tawakkul Beg and another Mulla Shdh. The 
bandage w’^as then removed, and I saw the Shaikh in front 
of me. Again they covered my face, and again I saw him 
with my inward eye. Astonished, I cried, ‘0 master! 
whether I look with my bodily eye or with my spiritual 
sight, it is always you I see.’ I then saw a dazzling 
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figure approach me. The Shaikh told me to say to the 
apparition, ^ What is your name ? ’ In my spirit I put 
the question, and the figure answered to my heart, ‘ I am 
‘Abdu 1-Qiidir Jilanf ; I have already aided thee ; thy heart 
is opened.’ Much affected, I vowed that in honour of the 
saint I would repeat the whole Quran every Friday night. 

‘‘ Mulla Shall then said ‘ The spiritual world has been 
shown to thee in all its beauty.’ I then rendered perfect 
obedience to the Shaikh. The following day I saw the 
I’rophet, the chief Companions, and legions of saints and 
angels. After three months, I entered the cheerless region 
in which the figures appeared no more. During the whole 
of this time, the Shaikh continued to explain to mo the 
mystery of the doctrine of the Unity and of the know- 
ledge of God ; but as yet he did not show me the absolute 
reality. It was not until a year had passed that I arrived 
at the true conception of unity. Then in words such as 
these T told the Shaikh of my inspiration : ‘ I look upon 
the body as only dust and water; I regard neither my 
heart nor my soul ; alas ! that in separation from Thee 
(God) so much of my life has passed. Thou wert I and 
I knew it not.' The Shaikh was delighted, and said that 
the truth of the union with God was now clearly revealed 
to me. Then addressing those that w^ere present, ho said, 

^ Tawakkul Beg learnt from me the doctrine of the Unity ; 
his inward eye has been opened, the spheres of colours 
and of images have been shown to him. At length ho 
entered the colourless region. He has now attained to 
the Unity, doubt and scepticism henceforth have no power 
over him. No one sees the Unity with the outward eye 
till the inward eye gains strengtli and power.’ ” ^ 

^ Tho following interesting note has been given to me by Dr. li. W. 
Felkin, late of the Soudan. He says : — 

“This account of tho initiation of Tawakkul Beg is of considerable 
interest, and quite accurately describes many of the initiations which 
occur in India, in Egypt, and probably in Thibet and China too. It 
reminds one also to some extent of the initiations which took place in 
Peru and Yucatan, and possibly the old Druidic initiations followed 
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The Rev. Dr. Irnadu'd-dfa in his autobiography has 
described how, in his search after truth, which finally led 
him to embrace Christianity, he passed through a somewhat 
similar stage. Ho says, ‘‘ I used to shut iny eyes and sit 
in retirement, seeking, by thinking on the name of God, to 
write it on my heart. I constantly sat on the graves of 
holy men, in hopes that by contemplation I might receive 
some revelation from the tombs. I went and sat in the 
assemblies of the elders, and lioped to receive grace by 
gazing on the face of the Siifis. I used to take my 
petitions with joy to the shrine of Kalandar Bo ‘AH, and 
to the threshold of the saint Nizamu’d-din. I sought for 
union with God from travellers and from faqirs, and even 
from the insane, according to the tenets of the Sufi mystics.” 
He then describes how his Director gave him a mystical 
book which contained the sum of everlasting happiness, 
and how he followed the instructions given. He sat on 
one knee by the side of a flowing stream for twelve days 
in perfect solitude, fasting and repeating a certain form of 
devotion thirty times a day. He wrote the name of God 
thousands of times on paper, wrapped each piece on which 
the name was written in a small ball of flour, and fed the 
fishes of the river with them. Half of each night he sat 
up and “ meditated on the name of God, and saw Him with 
the eye of thought.” But all this left him agitated and 
restless for some years, until, having turned towards the 
Christian religion, he was able to say, “ Since my entrance 

similar lines. There can, I tliink, be no doubt that liypnotism and auto- 
liypnotism form the basis on which many initiations r(;st, and doubtless 
the Yoga practice in India is at fir.st, at any rate, nothing but induced or 
auto-hypnotism. From what we know of hypnotism in its most, modern 
development, there can, I think, be little doubt that, apart from the rare 
cases of natural clairvoyance, trained clairvoyance is certainly a fact. In 
the hypnotic sleep, whether induced or self-induced, apparitions are far 
from infrequent, and to my mind explain the apparition which Tawakkul 
Beg saw. In this case it is rather curious to notice that a voice was not 
heard, but the figure seems to have answered inaudibly to tiie querent. 
In many other cases this is not so, and the novice really hears or is 
conscious of direct spoken words.*’ 
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into the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, I liave had great 
peace in my soul.” 

Before passing from this branch of our subject, it is 
necessary to say something about *Umr Khayyam, who, 
if not a Sufi, had much in common with Siifiism. About 
seven centuries and a half ago, three lads, each destined to 
become famous, were playfellows in the city of Naishapiir, 
the capital of Khurasan. The story goes that the three 
lads made a compact to the effect that the one who first 
arrived at a position of eminence should use his influence 
on behalf of the other two. Nizamul-Mulk, who became, 
in due course, the Vizier of Alp Arslan and of Malik Shah, 
had the privilege of fulfilling the engagement, and this he 
did most loyally. At his request, his former schoolfellow, 
Ilasan-bin-Sabbah, was appointed to an office in the ad- 
ministration of the Sultan’s dominions; but being dis- 
satisfied on account of the slowness of his promotion, he 
commenced to intrigue against his benefactor, and was 
finally disgraced. After many adventures he became the 
founder of the sect of the Assassins. Ilis fortress was 
the castle of Alamut, situated in the mountainous tract 
south of the Caspian Sea. He is known in accounts of the 
Crusades as the Old Man of the Mountains,” Nizamu'I- 
Mulk fell a victim to an assassin’s dagger. 

The third lad was ‘Umr Khayyam. Nizamu’l-Mulk wished 
him to remain at the court of the Sultan, but this he de- 
clined to do. “The greatest boon,” said he, “you can 
confer on me is to let me live in a corner under the 
shadow of your fortune, to spread wide the advantages of 
science, and to pray for your long life and prosperity.” His 
request was agreed to, and a small pension was granted 
to him. In the reign of Malik Shah he was appointed, 
in conjunction with seven other learned men, to the work 
of reforming the Calendar. The result of their labours 
is known as the Jalali Era, of which Gibbon says, It is 
a computation of time which surpasses the Julian, and 
approaches the accuracy of the Gregorian style.” ‘Umr 
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Khayyam also compiled the astronomical tables called 
Zij-i-Maliksluihi, and wrote a treatise on Algebra. The 
Sultan Malik Shah esteemed him highly for his scientific 
attainments and “ showered favours upon him.” Still, 
neither his attainments in this direction, great for the 
age in which he lived, nor the many marks of favour the 
Sultan showed to him, could make ^Umr Khayyam a 
popular man. The reason of this will be seen as we 
consider in some detail the poem with which his name 
will be, so long as Persian literature shall last, indissolubly 
connected. It is not as a man of science, but as a poet 
that his name has come down with fame to posterity. 
In the whole range of Persian literature there are few 
books more attractive, though none more sad, than the 
Eubdfiyat of 'Umr Khayyam.^ The scathing sarcasm, the 
wit and the vigour of the expressions, the possible esoteric 
teaching of many verses, the utter despair and despondency 
which runs through the whole, render this short poem 
unique of its kind. It possesses a special interest for all 
students of human thought and life, for it shows how a 
man, learned in his day, found no abiding consolation in 
scientific researches, no rest in the pantheism of the Siifi, 
no satisfaction in the sterner creed of his orthodox Muslim 
friends, and no peace whatever in a C3mical rejection of 
religious belief. He was a bold brave man, and gave free 
utterance to his thoughts. It is said that the Siifis hated 
him, but later poets have used his figures of speech in a 
mystical sense, and some have claimed him as a Piifi. This 
he is not. The scorn for external rights shown by the 
Siifl is one way of declaring liis belief that all existence 
is illusion, but he has no intention of destroying all re- 
ligious feeling. The amorous language of the mystic is 

^ The term Rubiei is used for a quatrain in which the first, second, and 
fourth lines always rhyme, and sometimes the third as well. RuM'iydt 
means a collection of such quatrains in one poem. No edition, so far 
as I know, contains more than “two hundred and fifty-three verses.” 
Khayydm is the Takhallus, or nom de plume of the poet, and literally 
means “tent-maker.” 
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meant to be devout. ‘Umr Khayyam at times uses Siifi 
language, but only to show his contempt for orthodoxy 
and his own epicurean tastes. The Huff does believe 
something; ‘Umr Khayyam believed nothing and was a 
saddened man. This is the great lesson the Ruba'iyat 
teaches us. Unbelief in the twelfth, as in the nineteenth 
century, could give no peace, no settled calm to the rest- 
less soul of an earnest, thoughtful man. In order to 
appreciate the beauty of the Kuba‘iyat, wo must remember 
that the author was a man utterly wearied with the re- 
ligious conflicts of his day and the hollowness of many 
professors of religion, a man who turned from all in blank 
despair, and who, finding no Gospel to direct him to the 
Light of the World, fell into utter darkness. It may bo 
the lot of many thoughtful men to pass through the eiirlier 
stages of ‘Umr’s mental career, yet none need follow him 
into the gloom of despair, for now, far and wide, the good 
news of the kingdom of God has reached, and life and im- 
mortality are brought to light. 

Let us now turn to the poem. There is no definite 
order or arrangement in it, and ‘Umr’s views must be 
gathered here and there. ‘Urar is looked upon as a Sufi 
by some, as a mere Epicurean by others, who speak of his 
views as “ liindana Mazhab.” It is the latter with whom 
we agree, although we think that he only came to be this 
when he failed to satisfy the cravings of his nature for 
higher truth. However, we may first notice some of the 
verses on which Suffs base their claim to him. 

“ Once and again niy soul did me implore 
To teach her, if I might, the inspired lore : 

I bade her learn the Alif well by heart ; 

Who knows that letter well need learn no inore.’* 

The letter Alif, the first letter of the alphabet, is used 
in the numerical notation called Abjad to represent the 
number one, and so “to know the Alif” is a figurative 
expression meaning to know God as the One, the sole 
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existent Being. It is a common expression amongst Siiff 
poets. Thus Iliifiz says — 

“ ]\[y Loved one’s Alif form stamps all my thonght, 

Save that, what letter has my master taught ? 

That is, he who knows the God as One knows all — he 
needs no other teaching. 

The search for that ‘ single Alif * was a great spur to 
inquiry. It struck the imagination as a kind of vista 
which narrowed, the further one advanced, by the progres- 
sive elimination of all unimportant accidents from the vast 
and complex phenomenon which had to be investigated, 
until at the far end the inquirer was brought to the philo- 
sopher’s stone, the single Alif, the narrow portal which 
gave admission to the temple of universal knowledge.” 

A belief in the Unity is supposed to cover a multitude 
of sins. 

“ Ivhayyiim strings not the fair pearls of good deeds, 

Nor sweeps from off his soul sin’s noisome weeds ; 

Nevertheless he humbly hopes for grace, 

Seeing that One as two he ne’er misreads.” 

It is possible that ‘Umr Khayyam is here speaking satiri- 
cally. Anyhow, it is good Siiff doctrine. The doctrine of 
the Tauhid is the central dogma of Ishim. In ordinary 
language it means "Hhere is no god but God,” but in the 
mystical language of the Suffs it means “ there is no Being 
— no real existence — but God.” Everything else but God 
is phenomenal and non-existent. Thus “One as two he 
ne’er misreads,” means that he looks on all else but God 
as illusion. 

The final goal of all Siifl aspiration is absorption in the 
Divine, and this ‘Umr seems to teach in — 

“ O Soul ! when on the Loved one’s sweets to feed 
You lose your self, yet find your Self indeed ; 

And wlien you drink of His entrancing cup, 

You hasten your escape from quick and dead.” 

“To die to self, to live eternally in God,” is the mystic 
doctrine round which the Suff system professedly gathers, 
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though it is not so much life in God, as Fana, or extinc- 
tion, which leads the Murid (disciple) on stage after stage 
in the mystic journey until the end is reached, and the 
phenomenal “ Not-being is lost for ever in the Eternal 
“ Being.” This belief in the illusion of phenomena is 
described by ‘Umr thus : — 

“ Tlie drop wept for his severance from the sea, 

Blit the sea smiled, for, ‘ I am all,* sai«l he, 

‘And naught exists outside iny unity, 

]\ry one point circling apes plurality.* ** 

The ‘‘ one point ” is the “ Being.” It is not easy to get 
much sense out of the last line as it stands here, but some 
light is thrown upon it by a somewhat similar statement 
in a well-known Sufi book, the G ulshan-i-llaz : — 

“ Go ! whirl round one spark of fire, 

And from its quick motion you will sec a circle.*’ 

The circle is not real, it is phenomenal, and thus the 
“ point circling ape^ plurality ; ” and, after all, the sole 
existence is the “one point.” The Siiff does not trouble 
himself much with creeds and confessions. He has little 
faith in systems of religion. If what he deems “The 
Truth ” is known, he cares very little about an objective 
revelation or an ecclesiastical system. If earth and all it 
contains are an illusion, so also, he considers, heaven and hell 
may be. Such notions may be needed for those weaker souls 
who in Jewish synagogue or Christian cloister or ]\fiislim 
mosque need an outward law as a restraint and a guide, 
but for the Illuminated all these things are worthless: — 

“ In Ryiiagogue and cloister, mostpie and school, 

Heirs terrors and heaven's lures men's bosoms rule ; 

But they who pierce the secrets of the ‘ Truth,* 

Sow not such empty chaff their hearts to fool.” 

Even fate has no objective existence : — 

“ Pen, tablet, heaven, and hell I looked to see 
Above the skies from all eternity ; 

At last the Master sage instructed me 
‘ Pen, tablet, heaven, and heU are all in thee.* ** 
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Thus far ‘Umr is Siifiistic, but yet he is not a Siifi. 
There is a certain calm in the life of the Sdfl to which 
‘Umr never attains. He is full of despair, in spite of the 
rollicking mood in which many verses are written. Life 
is not worth having, not worth living. 

“ I never would Lave come, Lad I Leen asked ; 

I would as lief not go, if I were asked ; 

And, to ))e sLort, I would annihilate 
All coming, being, going, were I asked.’* 

‘Umr was, in reality, a fatalist. His training as a youth 
in the orthodox school under Imam Muaffik would natu- 
rally produce this result. Neither his scientific studies, nor 
the lighter ones of literature, seem to have led him to a 
brighter view of the universe. 

“ Tlic ‘ tablet’ all our fortune doth contain. 

Writ by the ‘pen ’ that heeds not bliss nor bane ; 

'Twas writ at first whatever was to be. 

To grieve or strive is labo\ir all in vain. 

“ We are but chessmen, who to move are fain 
Just as the great C3hess-player doth ordain ; 

He moves us on life’s chess-board too and fro, 

And tlieii in Death’s box shuts us up again.” ^ 

So he gives it all up. It is useless to contend against irre- 
sistible decrees. It is useless to grieve over it, so 

“ O heart ! this world is but a fleeting show, 

AVhy let its empty gi*iefs distress tliec so ? 

Bear up and face thy fate ; the eternal pen 
Will not unwrite his roll for thee, I trow.” 

“ 0 Soul, so soon to leave this soil below, 

And pass the dread mysterious curtain through, 

Be of good cheer, and joy you while you may, 

You wot not wlience you come, nor whither go.” 

The result is that all sense of personal responsibility to 
a Personal God is lost. Good and evil are matters of in- 

^ Most of these verses are from the Rubd'iydt of *Umr Khayyto, and 
are taken, with permission, from an excellent translation by Wbinfield 
(Trubner’s Oriental Series), 
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difference to the fatalist. The restraint of a moral law is 
taken away. The man simply follows his own desires; and 
casts the blame of the result on God. 

“ Khayyam, why weep you that ypnr life is bad ? 

What boots it thus to mourn ? Hather be glad ; 

He tliat sins not, no title niakos to grace ; 

Sin entails grace, tlien prithee wliy so sad ? ” 

A recent Muslim commentator on the Rubd'iyat explains 
this last line by quoting, as a well-known saying, the words 
“ Mustahiq-i-kardmat gunahgjiran and “ Sinners are those 
who have a right to favour.” 

To eat, drink, and be merry is ‘Umr's real creed. Any 
aspirations he may at one time have had after higher and 
better tilings are destroyed. The constant teacliing of the 
Ruba^yilt is — indulge tlio senses and let the future go, or, 
as ‘Umr puts it, ^'nor cash in hand for promised credit 
sell.” A revel wdth boon companions is the true joy. 

“ We make the wine jar’s lip our place of prayer, 

And drink in lessons of true manhood there. 

And ])jiss our lives in taverns, if perchance 
The time mis-spent in moscpies we may re 2 )air. 

“ III Paradise are Iloiiris, as yon know, 

And fonutains that with wine and honey flr)\v ; 

If these 1)0 lawful in the world above, 

AVhat harm to love the like down here belon ? 

“ Como fill the cn]>, and in the lire of spring 
Your winter garment of re])entance fling ; 

The bird of Time has but a little way 
To llutter — and the Bird is on the wing.” 

To those who held out future joys in Paradise for orthodox 
belief and right conduct here, the answer is ready to the 
effect that cash payments are better than credit accounts — 

“ They ])reach how sweet these Hour! brides will be, 

But look yon, so is wine sweet, taste and see ; 

Hold fast this cash, and let the credit be, 

And shun the din of empty drums with me.” 


I 
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No one can accuse ‘Umr Khayyam of not having the 
courage of his opinions. In his position he could say and 
do what men oE lesser note could not. Mulla and Pir, 
l^hilosopher and Saint, all have to bear his bitter sarcasm. 
He calls upon them to leave their dogmas, vigils, and 
researches, and to join with him in the enjoyment of an 
animal existence. To the Philosopher he says — 

Slaves of vain wisJmn ami j>liilosophy, 

AVlio toil at IVoiig and Nonentity, 

l^ireliing your hrain.s like dry and s^lirivelled grapes, 

Be wise in time, and drink gra2)0-jiiiee like nn* !” 

To the »Siin ho says — 

“ The joyous souls wh.o <jiialT potations deep. 

And Saints whom the mosque sad vigils keej>, 

Arc lost at sea alike, and Ihid no shore ; 

One only 'svakos, all others are asleep.” 

To the MulUi, for whom ho has no mercy, he says — 

‘‘ Mulhl ! give heed, if thou true ^luslim he. 

Quit saintly show and feigned austerity. 

And quaff the wine that l>]ess(i<l ‘All pours, 

And sj)ort with lloiiris hieath this shady tree.” 

“ A ^fulla spied a harlot, and quoth he, 

‘ You seem a slave to drink and lecliery.’ 

And she made answer, ‘ What I seem I am, 

But, ]\Iulla, are you all you seem to be P” 

There is a verse in the Qunin which says, Kill them 
(your foes) wherever ye shall lind them ” (S. xii. 1 87). 'Umr 
makes a curious use of this verse, and by it refutes and con- 
founds the Mullas who objected to his use of wine. 

“ From right and left grave Mullas came and stood, 

Saying, ‘ Renounce this wine, this foe of good ; ’ 

But if wine he lUy foe, as they declare, 

I swear by Allah 1 must drink his blood.” 

The Mulltis held out hopes to all the faithful of Ilouris 
in Paradise. ‘Umr, on his principle of ‘‘ ready cash,” cannot 
see that what is morally right there can bo morally wrong 
here. The satire is perfect in 
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“ All a long siiminer’s day her Kliayysini lies 
On tin's green sward, gJizirig on Honris’ eyes, 

Yiit Mulliis say lie is a graceless dog, 

WIio never gives a tlionglit to I’aradise. 

“ In Paradise are Honris, as you know, 

And fountains that with wine and honey flow ; 

If these lie lawful in the world ahovc, 

AYhat harm to love the like down here below i •’ 


No doubt lie heard these men speak much of God’s mercy, 
a sentiment too often, then as now, a cloak for evil-doing. 
‘Umr, whatever his views on the subject as an abstract 
question may have been, was far too honest a man to treat 
it, in the way he heard it, as more than a mere shibboleth. 

“ O Ihou who ha!<t done ill, and ill alone, 

Tliink not to find forgivenet^s at the throne ; 
llojio not for mercy, for good left undone 
(Yiniiot lie done, nor evil done undone.” 

It is thus no wonder that, seeing unreality all around, in the 
mysticism of tho Siifi as in the formalism of the orthodox, 
and with no true gospel placed before him, he should get 
utterly weary of the world. 

All ! would there were a ])lace of rest from pain, 

AYliich we pooi* pilgrims miglit at last attain, 

And, after many thousand wintry years, 
licnevv our youth like flowers and bloom again.” 

‘Gmr Khayydrn was a strange compound. He often 
utters nobler sentiments than those we have yet quoted 
from his poem. His better nature comes out in the earnest 
longing for a true, a perfect guide. 

“ Open the door of Truth, O Usher ]>ure.st ! 

And guide the w'ay, O thou of guide's the surest ! 

Directors born of men shall not direct me ; 

Their counsel comes to nought, but thou endurest.” 


Cynical though he was, he retains kindly feeling for others. 
A noble sentiment is contained in 
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“ Whatever thou doest, never grieve thy hrothtT, 

Nor raise a fume of wrath liis peace to smother. 

Dost tliou desire to taste eternal bliss ? 

Vex thine own heart, but never vex another.” 

It is quite natural that he should show a spirit of tolera- 
tion, but this is merely the result of indiflFerentism, which 
looked upon all systems of religion as equally true and 
equally false. 

“ Pagodas are, like mosques, true homes of praytu- ; 

^Tis prayer that chui t;h-hells waft u[>on the air ; 

Ka‘)>Mh and temple, rosary and cross, 

All me but divers tongues of world-Avide prayer. 

“ Hearts with the light of love illumined well. 

Whether in iiios(pie or s^magogiie they dwell, 

Have their names written in the hook of love, 

Uri vexed by hopes of heaven or f(?ars of hell.” 

Still, in spite of an occasional glimpse of a better nature, 
of more hopeful qualities, the student of the ]Iiib,i‘iyat will 
come to see that ‘Umr Khayyam was a saddened man, that 
lie had no hope in the future or in God. What bitter 
words are these with which the poem concludes : — • 

Khayy/iin of Inirning heart, perchance to burn 
In hell, and feed its bale fires in thy turn, 

Presume not to leach Allah clemency, 

For who art thou to teach, or lie to learn ? ” 

Is it any wonder that, in spite of his better nature, he 
should become cold and heartless, that he should bo 
callous and careless ? 

“ Quoth fish to duck : ‘’Twould he a sad aflair 
Should this brook ever leave his channel bare.’ 

To whom the duck : ‘When 1 am dead and roasted, 

The ocean may run dry for aught I carc*.^” 

‘Umr Khayyam has with justice been compared to 
Lucretius. Both were materialists, both believed not in a 
future life. “ Lucretius built a system for himself in his 
poem ... it has a professed practical aim — to explain 
the world’s self-acting machine to the polytheist, and to 
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disabuse him of all spiritual ideas.” *Umar Khayyam 
builds up no system, he only shows forth his own doubts 
and difficulties ; “ he loves to balance antitheses of belief, 
and settle himself in the equipoise of the sceiitic.” 

The fact that there is no hereafter gives Lucretius no 
pain, but ‘Umr, who, if only his reason could let him, would 
believe, records his utter despair in words of passionate 
bitterness. He is not glad that there is no help anywhere.^ 
And though lie calls for the wine-cup, and listens to the 
voice within the tavern cry — 

“ Awiike, ]ny lilile ones, mul fill tlie cup 
Before Lifu\s liquor in its cup he dry,” 

yet he also looks back to the time when lie consorted with 
those who professed to kno\v, and could say — 

“ Witli tliein the seed of wisdom did I sow, 

And witli my own hand laboured it to grow,” 

''.fho modem sect of the Ihibis is closely connected with 
the teaching of the Slu^ahs on the Inuim, his position and 
functions, and with the mystical modes of thought of the 
Sufis. It is not strictly correct to call them a Muslim sect, 
for they practically discard the Qunlu and supersede Mu- 
l.iainmad. But the close connection of Bdbiisiii with Muham- 
madan dogmas, its present-day importance and the devotion 
of its followers claim for it more than a passing notice. No 
non-Christiaii sect in modern days has suffered such perse- 

* “That Ulnir in his impiety was f;»lse to liis bettor nature we may 
readily admit, while, at the same time, wc find some excuse for his 
errors if we remember the state of the world at that time. His clear 
strong sense revolted from tlie prevailing mysticism where all the earnest 
spirits of his age found their refuge, and his honest iiidependeiico wa,s 
equally shocked by the hypocrites Avho aped their fervour and entliusiasm ; 
and at that dark hour of man’s history, whither, out of Islam, was the 
thoughtful Muliaaimadan to repair? No missionary’s step, bringing good 
tidings, had appeared on tlie mountains of Persia ; the few Christians who 
might cross his patli in his native land would only seem to him idolaters.” 
♦Speaking, too, of Sa‘di’s life tlie reviewer says : “ Almost the only point of 
contact with Christendom is Ins slavery under the Crusaders at Tripoli. 
The same isolation runs through all the golden period of Persian litera- 
ture.” (Calcutta Jicvicic, No. LIX.) 
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cution and survived. The movement is one which illustrates 
the mystical tendency of Persian tliought, the fanaticism of 
the Mullds, and the barbarity of the rulers ; but all the 
efforts of the Muslim Church and State have hitherto failed 
to suppress lUbiism, or to lessen the veneration in which 
the Bab is held by all who accept his teaching. 

AbiPl-Qasirn (Al-Mahdi), the twelfth Imam, disappeared 
in the year 329 A.H., but for a period of sixty-nine years 
lie is said to have held intercourse with his followers through 
a successive number of men, who were called the Doors or 
mediums of communication. AbiVl- Hasan, the last of these 
Doors, refused to appoint a successor, saying that “ God hath 
a purpose which He will accomplish.” Many centuries 
passed by, and it was not until the beginning of the present 
one that this curious theory of intermediaries between the 
concealed Innim and the Faithful again took definite shape. 

Shaikh Ahmad (175 3- 1826 A.D.), the founder of the 
Shaikh f sect, was a devout ascetic and a man of independent 
thought. He had a profound belief in ‘Ah', and was devoted 
to the memory of the Imams, whom lie looked upon as 
creative forces, arguing from the text, God the best of 
creators ” (S. xxiii. 14), that, if He be the best. He cannot be 
the only one. The special point of his teaching was that 
‘‘ God is immanent in the universe which proceeds from Him, 
and that all the - elect of God, all the Imams, and all just 
persons are personifications of the divine attributes.” ^ 

Shaikh Ahmad was succeeded by a man who soon com- 
manded much respect and influence. His name was Ilaji 
Syed Kazim. He died in the year 1843 a.d., and left no 
successor. After fastings, vigils, and prayers for guidance, 
the Shaikhis began to consider what was to be done in the 
matter of a spiritual director. Mulhl Husain proceeded to 
Shmiz, and there met with Mirza ‘Alf IMuIiammad, who 
produced before him the signs of his call to his divine 
mission. For several days Mulhi Husain pondered over 
these matters, and, after a long and severe struggle, became 
* Journal Asiatique, 6me Scrie, tome vii. p. 458, 
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convinced tliat he had found in the young and ardent enthu- 
siast before him the “ True One,” to whose advent ILlji Syed 
Kazim had pointed, “lie wrote to his friends at Ivarbala 
that neither he himself nor any other of them was wortliy of 
the high dignity of Murshid (or leader), and that that Illu- 
minated One ” to whoTii tlieir late master had referred \vas 
alone worthy. I liave found him at Shiraz, and he is 
worthy to be the Murshid.'' ^ 

As the connection between the Babis and the Sliaikis is 
thus so close, we must now see what was the special dogma 
of the latter sect. The orthodox Shi'ah creed consists of five 
articles, which are called the pillars or supports of the Faitli 
(irkan-i-din). They are belief (i) in the unity of God 
(tauhid), (2) in the justice of God (^adl), (3) in prophet- 
ship (nabuvvat), (4) in the innlmate (imamat), (5) in the 
resurrection (maVid). The Shaikh fs set aside the articles 
two and five, as already implied in the belief in God 
and the prophets. To take the place of the rejected 
articles and to bring the number up to four, they added 
a new one which they called the Fourth Support or 
Pillar (rukn-i-rabi‘), Tlie meaning of this is that there 
must always be amongst believers one perfect man (Shf'ah-i- 
Karnih) who can be the channel of grace (wasita-f-faiz) 
between the absent Imam and his people. The term “fourth 
support ” is primarily applied to the dogma that the con- 
cealed Imam must always liave on earth some one who 
possesses his entire confidence, to whom he gives special 
spiritual instruction, and who is thus qualified to convey to 
the believers the wishes and wisdom of their invisible head. 
The term has, however, come to be applied to the person 
who fulfils this office. At first the Bab claimed to be 
this “ fourth support,” and so to occupy the place held 
by the “ doors,” who were the earlier intermediaries 
between the Imam and his followers. Thus it is that 
Babiism is connected with the very central doctrine of the 
Shi'abs, though in many other ways it lias so far departed 
^ Journal Asiatique, 6me S<Srie, tome vii. p. 465. 
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from accepted Muliammaddn ideas as to form a new sect 
altogether. 

Mirza 'All Muhammad, the Btlb, was born at Shirilz on 
the 9th of October 1820. When quite young he lost his 
father. For a time the youth assisted his uncle in mercan- 
tile pursuits, but as his mind was more inclined to religious 
meditation and speculative thought than to business affairs, 
he proceeded to Karbahi, where ho was brought into contact 
with Ihijf Syed Kazim, the Shaikh! leader, whose lectures 
he occasionally attended. At Karbahi he was distinguished 
by his zeal for learning and by his remarkably austere life. 
Visitors to Karbahi, especially those from Shiriiz, showed 
liim much consideration, and so his fame was spread abroad. 
He now composed a commentary on Siiratu’l- Yiisuf. 

The Babi historian^ says of this work, that "in it he 
addressed himself to that person unseen, from whom he 
received help and grace, sought for aid in the arrangement 
of his preliminaries, and craved the sacrifice of life in the 
way of love. Amongst others is this sentence : " O residue 
of God,^ I arn wholly sacrificed to Thee ; I am content with 

^ Maqalah-i-»Sliakhsi Saijali, p. 4. 

- The expression residue (or remnant) of God — Baqiyat UlUih — is a very 
peculiar one. It is connected with a curious belief of the Shi'ahs, viz., 
tliat God allowed some part or fraction of Iliinsclf in some way or other 
to be connected with the Imdm. As soon then as Mirza ‘Ali Muhammad 
was raisejd by liis followers to the dignity of the Bdb, or as soon as the 
idea bocaine present to his own mind, he could address the Imdm as the 
Baqiyat Ulldli, and set forth his complete devotion to him. Ilis followers 
then gave him the titles of the servant of Baqiyat Ullah, the mystery of 
Baqiyat Ullah, the friend of Baqiyat IHlah. Gradually as, during his 
imprisonment, he became raoro and more invisible to liis followers, and 
when he became credited with the power of working miracles and more 
or less a mythical being, he was no longer called the servant, or 
the mj'stery, or tlie friend of Baqiyat Ullah, but himself was esteemed 
to bo the Baqiyat TJlldh — the true Imdni so long looked for. Mirzd Kslzim 
Beg says that under the term “ mystery ” they understood one who shared 
the secrets of the Imam. “The mrmc ISirr-Ullah, Mystery of God, was 
given to ‘Ali, as to one who knew the secrets of divine revelation ; and 
so, in its new application, the title Sirr-i-BaqU/at Ullah ^ now a name of 
the Bilb, would mean the one who knew all that was in the mind of the 
concealed Irujim, who himself was the remnant (or residue) of God.’* 
{Journal xiiMtiquej 1S66, vol. viii, p. 486.) 
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curses in Thy love, and God the Supreme sufficeth as an 
eternal protection/* 

The Bab also wrote a commentary on other parts of the 
Quran and some prayers. These writings he called “ in- 
spired pages” (asha’if-i-ilhdmiyah) and “word of con- 
science ” (kaUim-i-fitra) ; but he made no claim to the kind 
of inspiration called wahi, that is, the revelation brought 
by an angel or in some mechanical way. He believed his 
meditations to be divinely inspired, but the inspiration was 
subjective. 

Thus it came to pass that on the 23rd of May 1844, 
when he was about twenty-four years of age, ]\lirza 'AIi 
Muhammad more definitely formulated his views and 
announced himself as a duly authorised teacher and guide, 
lie then assumed the name of the Bab. He said, “ Who- 
soever wishes to approach the Lord his God and to know 
the true way that leads to Him ought to do it through 
me.” Of this period of his career Mirzd Kazim Beg says : 
“ The number of his adherents increased day by day, and 
when they demanded that he, like the ancient prophets, 
should give them a sign in proof of his mission, he relied 
on this, that he could write a thousand inspired lines in 
one day. By his peculiarities and by his austere life, even 
when still at Karbahi, ho was called the “ Illuminated.** 
AVhen the inhabitants of Shiraz returned from Karbala 
they used to say, ‘‘ Have you heard of our Syed ‘All 
Muhammad ? He is 110 longer as we arc ; he has become 
famous and has merited the name of the ‘Chosen of God.* 
All people, small and great. Hock around him.*’ He also 
adds that dreamers and mystics, and evil-disposed persons 
from self-interest joined him. No doubt some did so from 
mixed motives; but Mr. E. G. Browne, who is now the 
best European authority on this subject, seems to me to 
give the fairest account. He divides the Bab’s first ad- 
lierents into several classes. Firstly, rigorous and pious 
Muhammadtlns, who really believed that the signs of the 
twelfth Imam were fulfilled in him ; secondly, all those who 
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desired reform in Persia, and thought that Babiism would 
conduce to that end ; thirdly, the mystics, who considered 
Babiisin to bo similar to their own pantheistic system ; 
fourthly, those who were drawn by the personal inlluence 
and character of the Bdb.^ 

On liis return from Karbala he was heartily welcomed. 
Until then, it is said, he looked upon himself only as one 
who had made some progress in the divine way (tariqat), 
but he soon began to consider himself a master, appointed 
by heaven to regenerate his country. 

There is some difference of opinion as to what he exactly 
meant by the title of Bab which he had assumed. Mirza 
Kazim Beg sa3’s : “ I do not know whether he was acquainted 
with the words of Christ, ' I am the door,’ but he doubtless 
knew that Muliammad had said, ‘ I am the city of know- 
ledge and ‘AH is the gate of that city.’” A JVluhammadan 
historian, an enemj’ of the Bjib, says “ that the Bfib, having 
gathered some Shaikhfs together, said, ‘ I am the “ door ” of 
God, Whosoever desires to come to God, and to know the 
religion of God, cannot do so till ho sees me and receives 
permission from me.’ ” His followers have now, however, 
discarded that name, and ho is known amongst the Babis 
by several titles, such as His Highness, His Highness the 
Point of IJevelation, His Highness the First Point. More 
recently the Beha’is call him His Highness the Evangelist. 
Gobineau, a good authority on the subject, says : “ Mirza 
Muhammad ‘AH said that he was not the Bab in the sense 
in which they (his followers) had believed and as he himself 
had thought — tliat is to say, the ‘ door ’ of the knowledge 
of truth-— -but that he was the Point, or the originator of 
truth, a divine appearance, a powerful manifestation,” and 
so goes on to show that the title Bab was set free, and 
could henceforth reward the pious devotion of one of the 
Bab’s followers. As a matter of fact, it was bestowed on 
Mulld Husain, who is sometimes called His Excellency, the 
Gate of the Gate (Ilazratu’l Babu’l-Bab). Having made 
' Journal of the Royal Aeiatio Society^ 1889, p. 504. 
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this digression, we may now continue the history of this 
remarkable man. 

The next step seems to bo the pilgrimage to Mecca in / 
November 1844, where he stayed a short time and com- 
pleted all the rites incumbent on pilgrims, returning early 
in tlio following year to Bushire. He soon gathered to- 
gether a large body of disciples and aroused the hostility of 
the Mullas. The matter then acquired such importance that 
tlie reigning Sluih sent one of the most learned Doctors of 
the age, Syed Yahya, to interview the Bab and report the 
result. He held three long conferences with him, but the 
result was that he was so charmed with the Bab that he 
accepted him as a loader and admitted all his claims. About 
this time MulUi Muhammad ‘Alf, a leading teacher, sent a 
person to Shiraz to ascertain the facts of the case. This 
messenger returned with some of the Bab*s writings, which 
so impressed Mulla Muhammad ‘All that he, too, became a 
follower of the Bab, and urged all his disciples to become 
Babis. The Mulltls complained to the Shah, and Mulla 
Mubammad ‘All was summoned to Teheran, but he was 
able to meet successfully all his opponents in debate, and 
nothing came of this action. 

The cause of the Bab was now very much strengthened ' 
by the support of such famous teachers, who were most 
earnest and active in propagating the new faith. The 
orthodox Mullas soon perceived that they must attack the 
Bab direct. The result of this hostility was that the Bdb, 
after undergoing a strict examination at Tabriz, was kept 
in confinement.^ 

All this time the Bab's followers were most active in h 
spreading his doctrines throughout the land. It was now 
that his most famous convert was made. This was a woman 
called Kurratu’l-‘Ayn (Lustre of the Eye). She went every- 
where preaching and making converts to the Babf faith. 
Some of the Babfs looked with disfavour on this preaching 

^ A full account of this examination is given in the “ Episode of the 
Bdb,” pp. 277-290. 
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by a woman; but the Bab supported her, applauded her 
zeal, and bestowed on her the title of Janab-i-Tahira (Her 
Excellency the Pure). From that time all acknowledged 
her position. She was put to death in the massacre at 
Teheran which followed on the attempt to kill the Sluih 
in 1852. Kurratu’ 1 -^Ayn was the most remarkable of the 
Bab’s disciples. She was a i)erson of marvellous beauty, 
possessed of high intellectual gifts, eloquent, devoted, and 
feai'Iess. She threw her whole soul into the cause she 
advocated, and her martyrdom sheds a halo of glory round 
her short and active career. 

A Babi historian says : “ Such fame did she acquire, that 
most people who wore scholars or mystics sought to hear 
her speech, and were eager to become acquainted with her 
powers of speculation and deduction. She wrested pre- 
eminence from stalwart men, and continued to strain the 
feet of steadfastness, until she yielded up her life at the 
sentence of the mighty doctors in Teheran.” Mirza Kazim 
Beg, a most sober writer, waxes eloquent over the charms 
of Kurratu’l-‘Ayn, thus : “ This woman had an influence 
over her hearers wliolly spiritual. She knew how to inspire 
them with perfect confidence. She was well educated and 
very beautiful. Jllvcrything retired before her. She raised 
the veil which covered her face, not to set at nought the 
laws of chastity and modesty, so deeply graven on the 
tables of the orthodox law and in popular prejudice, but 
much rather in order to give by her look more force to the 
inspired words she spoke. Her speeches stigmatised that 
gross tyranny which for so many centuries had imprisoned 
liberty. She preached not, as some have said, to abolish 
the laws of modesty, but to sustain the cause of liberty. 
The eloquent words w’hich fell from her mouth captivated 
the hearts of her hearers, \vho became enthusiastic in her 
praise.” 

Some of her poems breathe the spirit of Sufiism and 
show how deeply her mind was imbued with mystic lore. 
Her romantic career, her marvellous power, and her tragic 



DEATH OF THE bAb 


I4I 

end will continue to give for a long time to come 
strength to the Babi cause and the spirit of endurance to 
its followers/ 

In the year 1 848 Nusiru'd-dm Shah, the late ruler 
of Persia, was crowned at Teheran, and the position of the 
Babis became most critical. The Prime Minister hated 
and persecuted them. A civil war broke out, and the 
Babis suffered a great deal ; but no persecution, however 
severe, could restrain the ardour of the Babi teachers or 
the devotion of their followers. It became plain to the 
authorities that the Bab himself must be put out of the 
way. lie was then condemned to death A young disciple, 
Aka Muhammud ^Ali, who belonged to a noble family of 
Tabriz, was also condemned at the same time. Great 
pressure was brought on him by his relatives to induce 
him to recant and thus to save his life, but he remained 
quite Gnu, and shared the martyrdom of his beloved master. 
It is a remarkable witness to the power wliich the Bab had 
over liis disciples, a power which could lead this youth, with 
so promising a future before him, to give up home and life, 
to face death and its terrors, rather than bo separated from 
the master he loved so truly 

' The following sonnet on Kurratu’l-‘Ayn brings out some cliaracterUlio 
aspects of her inlluence : — 

“ Kurratu’l-‘Ayn 1 not famous far beyond 
Her native shore. Not many bards have snng 
Her praises, who, her enemies among, 

Wielding her beauty as a magic wand, 

Strove for the cause of him who liad proclaimed 
For poor down-trodden womanhood the right 
Of freedom. Lifting high her beacon light 
Of truth, she went unveiled and unashamed. 

A woman, in the land where women live 
And weep and die, secluded and unknown. 

She broke the bonds of custom, and to give 
The B;lb her aid, she dared the world alone, 

Only to fail : death closed the unequal strife, 

And Persia blindly wrecked a noble life.** 

2 A detailed account is given in the “New History of the Bab,** pp. 299-< 

306. 383- 

^ Mr. E. G. Browne has given a translation of a very touching letter, in 
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It may be well at this point to give a summary of the 
character of the Biib, as portrayed by Mirza ICdzim Beg, 
always remembering that the critic, though eminently fair, 
does not believe in the claims of the Ihib. 

He had some characteristics truly great and noble, and 
was a man of firm and settled convictions. His moral 
character was high, and lie aimed in his preaching to bring 
all his countrymen into a community united by intellectual 
and moral tics. He spoke with much earnestness on the 
necessity for a religious and social reform in Persia, the 
cessation of religious persecution, and the amelioration of 
the lot of women. It is said that much of what he preached 
on these points had an esoteric meaning, known only to his 
disciples ; but whether that is the case or not, the veneration 
they felt for him was profound, and there can be no doubt 
that the teaching of the Bab was in the direction of freedom, 
and that he personally was in favour of reform. Mfrza 
Kazim Beg sums up his reflections thus : “ Wo neither con- 
sider him an adventurer nor a fanatic, but an eminently 
moral man, a dreamer brought up in the school of the 
Shaikhfs, and possessing some touch of Christianity. We 
regard him also as a man troubled by the direct influence 

which Akjt Muliammad ‘All replied to an affectionate appeal from hia 
brother, who urged him to give up the Bilb and return to liis family : — 

“ He is the Compassionate. 

O thou who art my Qiblah 1 JUy condition, thanks to God, has no 
fault, and ‘to every difliculty succeedeth ease.' You have written that 
this matter has no end. What matter, tlien, has any end ? AVe, at least, 
liave no discontent in this matter : nay, rather, we are unable sufliciently 
to express our thanks for this favour. The end of this matter is to be 
slain in the way of God, and O what happiness is this I The will of God 
wall come to pass with regard to Jlis servants, neither can human plans 
avert the divine decree. O thou who art my Qiblah I the end of the w^orld 
is death. If the appointed fate wdiich God hath decreed overtake me, 
then God is the guardian of my family, and thou art mine executor; 
behave in such wdse as is pleasing to God, and pardon whatever has pro- 
ceeded from me which may seem lacking in courtesy or contrary to tlio 
respect due from juniors: and seek pfirdon for mo from all those of my 
household and commit me to God. God is my patron, and how good is He 
as a Guardian 1 ” (New History of the I3ub, p. 202 .) 
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of some of liis devoted and ambitious disciples. In any 
case, we believe that the appearance of the Bab will be 
more or less of use in time to the cause of civilisation in 
Persia.” ^ 

In the year 1852 an attempt was made by some Biibfs 
to assassinate the Shah. It does not appear to have been 
the result of a plot made by the Biibf leaders, but rather 
the independent action of a few men who had in themselves, 
or in their families, suffered wrong. A bitter persecution 
followed. “The Biibis,” says Mirza Kiizim Beg, “were 
tortured in the most odious manner, with an unheard-of 
refinement of cruelty.” An English traveller says: “Tow 
steeped in oil was inserted between their fingers and behind 
their shoulder-blades, leaving portions hanging down which 
were lighted, and in tliis condition the unhappy wretches 
were led, as long as they could walk, through the principal 
streets of the capital. A furious proscription followed. 
Xo time was lost between apprehension and execution, 
death was the only punishment known, the headless bodies 
lay in the streets for days, the terrified relatives fearing 
to give them burial, and the dogs fought and growled over 
the corpses in the deserted thoroughfares.” 

Henan speaks of the massacre thus: “The day of the 
great slaughter of the Babfs in Tehenin was perhaps a 
day unparalleled in the history of the w-orld.” Ho quotes 
from M. le Comte de Gobineau’s work, “ Les lleligions et les 
Philosophies dans TAsie Centrale,” to the following effect : 
“ Children and women with lighted candles stuck into the 
wounds were driven along by whips, and as they went 
along they sang, ‘ We came from God, to Him we return.' 
When the children expired, as many did, the executioners 
threw the corpses beneath the feet of their fathers. Life 
was offered if they would recant. An executioner told one 
father that if he did not recant, his two sons, the elder of 
whom was fourteen years old, should bo slain on his breast. 

^ Journal Asialique, 6me Serie, tome vii. p. 3S4. 

- lies AjpOtres, p. 378. 
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The father, lying down, said that he was ready, and the 
elder boy claimed by right of birth to be the first to have 
his throat cut. At last night fell on a mass of shapeless 
flesh, and the dogs of the suburbs came in troops to the 
place.” So ended one important j)eriod in the history of 
the Babis. 

There has been since then no formal outbreak of Biibi 
revenge, nor has there been any persecution like it. Even 
this altogether failed of its purpose, for it gave to the 
movement a vigour and vitality which otherwise it might 
have lacked. It is said that half a million Persians are 
Biibis, but the Hon. G. Curzon considers the total to bo 
nearer one million. He says : They are to be found in 
every walk of life, from the ministers and nobles of the 
court to the scavenger or the groom, not the least arena 
of their activity being the Musalman priesthood itself. It 
will have been noticed that the movement was initiated by 
Syeds, llajis, and Mulliis.” "Whilst it is true that there has 
been no persecution so terrible as the one in 1852, yet 
now and again the hostility of the ‘Ulamii shows itself. 
Ill 1878, 1888, and in 1889 Bdbis were put to death. 
The heroism and the devotion of the Babfs is something 
very wonderful. It is said that there is only one instance 
of a Babf having recanted under pressure, and he returned 
again to his faith, and was afterwards put to death for his 
renewed devotion to the Bdb. 

After the death of the Bdb, the chief interest in the 
movement circles round Mirza Yaliyd and his half-brother 
Behd ulldh, who became the respective leaders of the two 
sects into which the Bdbis are now divided — the Ezelfs 
and the Beha'is. There seems no doubt that the Bab in 
the year 1849 nominated the former,^ whom he named 
Subh-i-Ezel (Morning of Eternity), as his successor, and 
that for a short time he really held an undisputed position 
as head of the Bdbi Church, 

^ A copy of the original letter of nomination is given in the “ New History 
of the Bab,” p. 426 . 
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In 1852, when the attempt on the life of the Shah was 
made, the Babis were bitterly persecuted, and Subh-i-Ezel 
retired to Baghdad, which then became the headquarters 
of the sect, and was for many years recognised, at least 
nominally, as its head. Mirzji Ilusain ‘AH Boha’ullah, 
who was Subh-i-Ezers senior by thirteen years, and had 
just been released from imprisonment, joined him in 1853. 
The Persian Government, at length, objected to their resi- 
dence there, and prevailed on the Turkish autliorities in 
1863—64 to deport them to Constantinople, from whence a 
few months later on they were sent to Adrianople. Subh-i- 
Ezel led a very secluded life, and tlie correspondence and 
other matters wore carried on by Belui, who acted for him. 
The influence of Beha then grew, and at last ho began to 
advance claims which afterwards, in the years 1866—67, 
culminated in the assertion that he was the person to whom 
the liab referred as “ Him whom God shall manifest.*' To 
this claim the EzgHs replied that before the person of 
whose advent the Bab had spoken could come, Babiism 
must obtain general currency, and tlie laws laid down by 
the Bab in his books must bo accepted by most of the 
nations in the world. The Behd'is, who admitted that 
Subh-i-Ezel was tin*, first vicegerent of the Ihib, to all the 
objections alleged replied that his rule was only to last 
until the manifestation of the new leader, who was to come 
suddenly, and the time of whose advent was known only 
to God. They also used an argument well known amongst 
Muhammadans, an argument based on the literary stylo of 
the books given by means of a divinely appointed mes- 
senger, and urged that the Lauh-i-Nasir, in wdiich Belui 
announced his mission, fulfilled this condition of a divine 
revelation by its eloquence of diction and the wonderful 
knowledge, unacquired by study, displayed by the writer. 
Anyhow, the conflicting claims to the leadership led to 
quarrels and blows. The 'Jhirkish Government then deter- 
mined to separate the disputants. Bella and his followers 
were sent to Acre, and Mirza Yahya and his people were 
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exiled to Famagusta in Cyprus. Since then the followers 
of Beha have increased very much, while those of Subh-i- 
Ezel, or Yahya, have decreased. This is an unlooked-for 
development of the work of the Bab, for Beha claims to 
be the messenger of a new dispensation altogether. 

The question at issue now became something more than 
a mere struggle for leadership, for Beha’s claim virtually 
deposed the Bab from his position as the “ Point of 
Revelation ” and made him the mere forerunner of “ Him 
whom God shall manifest.” The Ezell's are, however, nearly 
extinct, and it is not likely that they will ever attain to 
power again. Assuming that Beha had right on his side, 
it is stated that the changes ho made were in a practical 
direction and beneficial. 

The Babi doctrines are to be found in the writings of 
the Bab called the Beydn, a name sometimes apparently 
applied to them collectively, but more generally to a par- 
ticular book. Many of the dogmas are very mystical, but 
the following is a brief summary. 

God is eternal and unapproachable. All things come 
from Him and exist by Him. Man cannot approach Him 
except through some appointed medium. So, distinct from 
God there is a Primal Will ^ who becomes incarnate in the 

^ There is an evident connection between this dogma of the Bilbis and 
the Sufi system, in which the “ First Intelligence ” or “ Primal Element is 
represented as a manifestation of God. To the Sufi, as to the Bilbi, God 
is “sterile in His inaccessible height.” Men can never be more than 
slaves, nearness to Him is impossible. But men longed for communion 
with some one or something above them. They felt the need of some 
intermediary, and found it in a revival of the old Gnostic notions of the 
ASons, forms of manifestation of the Ineffable and Incomprehensible. 
Neandcr thus describes the Gnostic view: “ Self-limitation is the first 
beginning of a communication of life from God — the first passing of the 
hidden deity into manifestation : and from this proceeds all further self- 
developing manifestation of the divine essence. Now, from this primal 
link in the chain of life there are evolved, in the first place, the manifold 
powers or attributes inherent in the divine essence, which, until that first 
self comprehension, were all hidden in this abyss of His essence.” This 
intennediary is the Primal Will of the Bubi and the Primal Element of 
the Sufi, wlio also calls it by the names of the Pen, the First Principle, 
the spirit of Muhammad, Universal Ileason (‘aql-i-kuU). God’s voice is 
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prophets. This Primal Will spoke in the Bab and will 
speak in “ Him whom God sliall manifest.” This is apparent 
from the following texts of the Beyan : — “ The whole Beyan 
revolves round the saying of ‘ Him whom God shall mani- 
fest.’ ” “ A thousand perusals of the Beyan are not equal 

to the perusal of one verse of what shall be revealed by 
^ Him whom God shall manifest.’ ” “ The Beyan is to-day 

in the stage of seed, but in the day of ‘Him whom God 
shall manifest * it will arrive at the degree of fruition.” It 
must bo remembered that Beha claimed and is allowed by 
his followers this exalted position. The following are some 
of the expressions used of Beha by his followers : — “ Beha 
has come for tlie perfecting of the law of Christ, and his 
injunctions are in all respects similar. Por instance, we 
are commanded that we should prefer that we should be 
killed rather than that wo should kill. It is the same 
throughout, and indeed, could not be otherwise, for Belui 
is Christ returned again.” “ Christ returns to you as Beha 
with Angels, wdth clouds, witli the sound of trumpets. His 
angels are his messengers, the clouds are the doubts which 
prevent you recognising him : the sound of the trumpets 
is the sound of the proclamation which you now hear.” ^ 

beard tlirongli it, by it material things were brought into existence. It 
works in Prophets and Saints. The Imjim is closely connected with it. 
I am not able to find out whether the Bdb taught that the Primal Will 
was created or not. In Sufi theology it certainly is, for in the AkhUUi-i- 
JahlU it is written : “It is admitted, equally by the masters of perception 
and conception, that the First Principle, which, at the mandate, ‘Be and 
it is,* issued, by the ineffable power and will, from the chaotic ocean of 
inexistence, was a simple and luminous essence, which, in the language of 
philosophy, is termed the Primary Intelligence, and the groat fathers of 
mysticism and investigation call it the Muhammadan Spirit.” It is to 
this, and not to the inaccessible and incomprehensible God, that the Im.-tm 
seeks to return. When his work in life is done, then “his end is joined to 
his beginning” (Ba lighiiz girdad baz anjdrn). It is a curious phase of 
human thought, which the Sufis evidently borrowed from the Gnostics 
and the Babls from the Sufis. This earnest longing for communion with 
a manifestation of God we can .sympathise with, and only regret that, in 
their ignorance or repudiation of the Christian doctrine of the Incarnation 
both Stifi and BabI have so sadly missed the mark. 

^ “A Year amongst the Persians,” by E. G. Browne, p. 30 S. 
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Each dispensation of the Primal Will thus become incarnate 
supersedes a preceding one, and so Islam has ceased to be 
the true religion for this age. “ Since it is impossible for 
created beings to know the Divine Essence, the Primal Will 
has, for their guidance and instruction, incarnated itself from 
time to time in a human form. These incarnations are 
known as ‘ Prophets,* That which spoke in all the Prophets 
of the past now speaks in the BAb, and will speak through 
‘ Him whom God shall manifest,* and after him through 
others, for tliere is no cessation in these manifestations. 
“That which spoke in Adam, Noah, Moses, David, Jesus, 
and Muhammad was tlie one and the same Primal Will. 
In each manifestation news has been given of the following 
one. Thus the Jews were told to expect a Messiah, but 
they rejected him ; the Christians to expect Muhammad, 
but, as a rule, they did not accept him ; so the Muham- 
madans are taught to look out for Imam Mahdf. Yet now 
he has come (i.e., in the Bab) they persecute him.** ^ 

Another point on which the Beydn lays much stress is 
that no revelation is final. This is entirely opposed to the 
ordinary Muhammadan view, which is that, as Muhammad 
was the seal of the Prophets (Khatamu’l - anbiyd), his 
revelation closed the series. The Bab taught that, as the 
human race progresses, the Primal Will, the teacher of 
men, speaks in each new revelation more fully and more 
clearly. All these successive and progressive revelations 
and dispensations are simply to prepare the world for the 
fuller teaching of “ Him whom God shall manifest.** 

“A new prophet is not sent until the development of 
the human race renders this necessary. A revelation is 
not abrogated till it no longer suffices for the needs of 
mankind. There is no disagreement between the prophets : 
all teach the same truth, but in such measure as men can 
receive it. As mankind advance and progress they need 
fuller instruction. The instruction given by Abraham was 
suitable and sufficient for the people of his day, but not 
^ Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. xxi. p. 914. 
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for those to whom Moses was sent, while this in turn had 
ceased to meet the needs of those to whom Christ was sent. 
Yet we must not say that their religions were opposed to 
one another, but ratlier that each manifestation is more 
complete and more })erfect than the last.”^ 

The great point in the Babi theology is that the teacher 
is one and the same, though ho manifests himself according 
to the capacity and needs of those to whom ho is sent. 
The outward form changes but the Universal Spirit remains.^ 
It then follows that now, during the long intervals which 
separate one proi)hetic dispensation from the next, there 
must be in the world some silent manifestation of the 
Spirit not less perfect than that in prophets. 

Tl)e Beyau speaks with confidence of the fiitiiro success 
of Babiism, the government of which is to be tolerant. 
The Muhammadan doctrines of tho examination in the 
grave, the resurrection, sirat, heaven and hell, are all treated 
allegorically. The views of tho Biib on a future state are 
not very clear. In any case, the hope of a future reward 
was not placed before his followers as an inducement to 
follow him. This is in direct contrast to tho practice and 
teaching of Muhammad. In the Beyiin the Biib wrote the 
following striking words : So worship God that, if the 
recompense of thy worship of Him wei*e to be the fire, 
no alteration in thy worship of Him would be produced. 
If you worship from fear, that is unworthy of the threshold 
of the holiness of God, nor will you bo accounted a be- 
liever; so also, if your gaze is on Paradise, and if you 
worship in hope of that ; for then you have made God’s 
creation a partner with Him.” 

By a very large number of Bilbis, Beha was during the 
latter part of his life ^ looked up to as a divinely appointed 
guide. Before ho assumed that position he wrote a book 

^ “A Year amongst the Persians,” by E. G. Browne, p. 103. 

2 For a good account of primitive Bdbi doctrines see “ New History of 
the Biib,” pp. 327-338. This is a most valuable work. 

3 He died in exile on May 16, 1892. 
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called the Ikdn^ which is held in great esteem. In this 
book he seems to acknowledge the then superior position 
of Subh-i-Ezol, but writes bitterly of some who were hostile 
to himself. Two years after the Turks had banished him 
to Adriaiiople he boldly asserted his claim and called on all 
tlie Ezolis to submit to his direction. He then wrote other 
treatises in which his position is dogmatically set forth. 

A few extracts ^ from some of BeluVs writings will show 
to some extent what he taught his followers. “As for 
those who commit sin and cling to the world, they assuredly 
are not of the people of Belui.” “ With perfect compassion 
and mercy have we guided and directed the peoj^le of the 
world to that W'hereby their souls shall be profited. I 
swear by the sun of truth that the people of Belid have not 
any aim save the prosperity and reformation of the world 
and the purifying of the nations.” “ The heart must be 
sanctified from every form of selfishness and lust, for the 
weapons of the worship|)ers of the Unity and the saints 
were and are the fear of God.” “ Every one who desireth 
‘ victory ^ must first subdue the city of his own heart with 
the sword of spiritual truth and of the word.” 

A good many changes in religious ceremonies are made. 
Prayer is said three times a day instead of five, and the 
worshippers no longer turn towards Mecca. The fast of 
Kamazan is discarded, and the last month of the Babi year 
is substituted for it. The traffic in slaves is forbidden. 
Shaving the head is not allowed, but the beard may be cut 
off. Legal impurity is abolished and intercourse with 
persons of all religions is enjoined. Music is permitted, 
wine and opium are prohibited. The furniture of houses 
should be renewed every nineteen years. It is recom- 
mended that chairs should be used. No one must carry 
arms except in times of tumult or war. All are to read 
the sacred books regularly, to be kind and courteous in 
their conduct, to approve for others what they would like 

^ “A Traveller’s Narrative,” translated by Mr. E. G. Browne in the 
Episode of the Bdb,” pp. 70, 114, 
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themselves, and to forgive their enemies.^ Religious war- 
fare, or Jihad, is abolished, and friendly intercourse witli 
all sects is enjoined. 

The result of Behas death has yet to be seen. He 
had marvellous influence over his followers, and seems to ^ 
Iiave been a person who commanded much reverence. Mr. 

E. G. Browne thus describes an interview with him : 

“ The face of him on whom I gazed I can never forget, 
though I cannot describe it. Those piercing eyes seemed 
to read one’s very soul ; power and authority sat in that 
ample brow ; wliile the deep lines of the forehead and 
face implied an age which the jet black hair and beard 
flowing down in undistinguishable luxuriance almost to the 
waist seemed to belie. No need to ask in whose presence 
I stood, as I bowed myself before one wlio is the object of 
a devotion and love which kings might envy and emperors 
sigh for in vain.” 

The person and appearance of Snbh-i-Ezol are thus h 
described by Mr. Browne. ‘‘ A venerable and benevolent- 
looking old man of about sixty years of age, somewhat 
below the middle heiglit, with ample forehead, on which 
the traces of care and anxiety were apparent, clear seai’cli- 
ing blue eyes and long grey beard, rose and advanced to 
meet us. Before that mild and dignified counterianco I 
involuntarily bowed myself with unfeigned respect ; for at 
length my long-cherished d(*sire was fulfilled, and I stood 
face to face with Mirza Yahya, Subli-i-Ezel (Morning of 
Eternity), the appointed successor of the Bab, fourth 
‘ Letter ' of the ‘ First Unity.’” When Cyprus was handed 
over to the English Government, ]\lirza Yahya, with other 
political exiles, was transferred, and still remains there as 
a political prisoner. 

From what has now been stated, it will be seen that 
Bablism is not a political movement, though in its early 

^ For a fuller account see Journal of the jRoijal Asiatic Society^ October 
1892, pp. 678-799. 

2 “ Episode of the Bdb,*’ pp. xl., xxiv. 
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days it was brought into conflict with the civil power ; but 
that it is a religious revolt against orthodox Islam, so far 
as that is represented by the Shi‘ah sect. It raises women 
to a higher level, it professes to limit many of the social 
evils of Islam, it tends to give liberty of thought and to 
develop a friendly spirit to others. “ Brotherly love, kind- 
ness to children, courtesy combined with dignity, socia- 
bility, hospitality, freedom from bigotry, friendliness even 
to Christians are included in its tenets.” If men are some- 
times better than their creed, they are sometimes worse, and 
not every Bdbi lives up to this ideal. It is perhaps too 
soon to speculate on the future of the movement. Those 
who think it will gradually take the place of Islam in 
Persia base a strong argument on the fact that its recruits 
are won from the best soldiers of the garrison it is attack- 
ing.” It certainly appeals to the traditionary instincts of 
many Persians. The Bufi needs a Pir or living guide ; 
the Shj‘ah meditates on the Inuim, and the high position 
accorded to that person in Babiism is at least attractive. 
The life and death of the Bdb, and the magnificent heroism 
of his followers, all help forward the movement. Whether, 
when the victory is won, the Babis in the day of power 
will be as gentle and as liberal as they are in the night of 
adversity is perhaps doubtful. To all who take an interest 
in Christian missions in Persia, the movement is one of 
great interest. It betrays a longing for a real, living, 
loving, personal guide, the reveal er of God to man, which 
can be best met by the acceptance of the Eteimal Word. 
In any case, if only liberty of conscience can be secured, 
there seems to be a wide and open door.^ 

The founder of the Wahhabi sect was Mubammad-ibn- 

^ I am indebted to a well-known missionary who has spent a long time 
in Persia for the following additional facts : — 

(i.) “The Behii’is admit that the Lord Jesus Christ was the incarnate 
Son ; but claim that Belul was the incarnate Father — each incarnation 
being greater than the preceding one,” 

(2.) “ Some of the Behd’is have said to me, ‘We are Christians ; ’ others, 

‘ We are almost Christians ; ’ others, ‘ The only difference between us is 
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‘Abdu'l-Wahhab, who was born at a village in Nejd in 
the year 1691 A.D., and died at an advanced age in the 
year 1787 a.d. The Wahhabis speak of themselves as 
Muhhid — Unitarians ; but their opponents have given to 
them the name of the father of the founder of their sect 
and call them Wahhabis. Muhammad was a bright in- 
telligent youth, who, after going through a course of Arabic 
literature, studied jurisprudence under a teacher of the 
llanifi school. At length, full of knowledge, ho returned 
to his native village and became a religious teacher. He 
was shocked to see how the Arabs had departed from what 
seemed to him the strict unchanging precepts of the 
Prophet. He saw, or thought he saw, that in the venera- 
tion paid to saints and holy men the great doctrine of the 
“ Unity ” was being obscured. The reason was very plain. 
The Quran and the Traditions of the Companions had been 
neglected, whilst the sayings of men of lesser note and 
the jurisprudence of the four great Inuims liad been too 
readily followed. Here was work to do. He would reform 
the Church of Islam, and restore men to their allegiance to 
the P>ook and the Suiinat, as recorded by the Companions. 
It is true that the Sunnis would rise up in opposition, for 
thus the authority of the four Iiiuims, the “Canonical 
Legists” of the orthodox sect, would be set aside; but 
wliat of that ? Had he not been a follower of Abu Tlanifa ? 
Now he was prepared to let Abii llanifa go, for none but 
a Companion of the Prophet could give an authoritative 
statement with regard to the Sunnat — the l^rophet’s words 
and acts. He must break a lance with the glorious Imam 
and start a school of his own. 

He said : “ The Muslim pilgrims adore the tomb of the 

that we accepted Christ when He came to us fifty years ago (i.c., in Behd) 
and you rejected Him.” 

(3.) “They constantly invite the Christian missionary to their houses, 
and are most hospitable and kind.” 

{4.) “The Behd’is admit that the New Testament is the imcorruptcd 
Word of God.” 

(5.) “Many Jews in Persia have become Bdbis, and, on the other hand, 
some Bdbis have become Christians.” 
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Prophet, and the sepulchre of 'All, and of other saints who 
have died in the odour of sanctity. They run there to pay 
the tribute of their fervent prayers. By this means they 
think that they can satisfy their spiritual and temporal 
needs. From what do they seek this benefit ? From walls 
made of mud and stones, from corpses deposited in tombs. 
Now, the true way of salvation is to prostrate one^s self 
before Him who is ever present, and to venerate Him, the 
One witliout associate or equal.” Sach outspoken language 
raised up opposition, and he had to seek the protection of 
Mubammad-Ibn-Sa'ud, a chief of some importance. He was 
converted to Wahhablism about the year 1742 A.D., and was 
a stern and uncompromising man. “ As soon as you seize 
a place,” he said to his soldiers, ‘‘ put the males to the 
sword. Plunder and pillage at your pleasure, but spare 
the women, and do not strike a blow at their modesty.” 
The traveller Burckhardt says that the rule of the Wah- 
habis was to kill all their enemies whom they found in 
arms. On the day of battle the chief used to give each 
soldier a paper, a safe-conduct to the other world. This 
letter was addressed to the Treasurer of Paradise. It was 
enclosed in a bag which the warrior suspended to his neck. 
The soldiers were persuaded that the souls of those who 
died in battle would go straight to heaven, without being 
examined by the angels Munkir and Nakir in the grave. 
The widows and orphans of all who fell were supported by 
the survivors. Nothing could resist men who, fired with a 
burning zeal for what they deemed the truth, received a 
share of the booty, if conquerors ; who went direct to Para- 
dise if they were slain. In course of time, Muliammad-Ibn- 
Sa'ud married the daughter of Ibn-‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, and 
founded the Wahhabi dynasty, which to this day rules at 
Kyadh.^ 

^ The following are the names of the Wahhdbi chiefs : Muhammad Ibn 
Sa‘ud, died A.D. 1765; ‘Abda’l-‘Aziz, assassinated by a Persian in 1803; 
Sa‘ud Ibn ‘AbduT-‘Aziz, died 1814 ; ‘Abdu’lljlh ibn Sa'iid, beheaded 1818; 
Tarki ibn Sa‘iid, assassinated 1834; Fayzul, died 1865 ; ‘Abdu’lWh. 
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Such was the origin of this great movement, which 
spread, in course of time, over Central and Eastern Arabia. 
^Abdu’l-Azfz, the second chief, made a pilgrimage to Mecca 
in 1799, and another in 1803 A.D., when both Mecca and 
Madina fell into his hands, and a complete wreck was made 
of all things not approved of by the Wahhabis. “ There did 
not,” it is said, remain an idol in all that pure city.” The 
zenith of Wahhabi power was reached in 1810 A.D., when 
his son, Sa'iid Ibn ‘Abdul Aziz, plundered the tomb of the 
Prophet at Madina, and distributed the jewels and the relics 
to his soldiers. This led to the Turkish and Egyptian 
attacks on the Wahhabfs. The destruction of cupolas and 
tombs of saints was a favourite employment. '' When de- 
stroying them, the Wahhabis said, ‘ Gc^d have mercy on 
those who destroy, and none on those who built them.' ” 
Rosaries and charms, silk robes and pipes, were consigned 
to the flames, for smoking is a deadly sin. On this point 
there is a good story told by Palgrave. “ ‘Abd 11 ’ 1 - Karim 
said, ‘ The first of the great sins is the giving divine 
honours to a creature.’ Of coarse I replied, ‘Tho enormity 
of such a sin is beyond all doubt. But it* this bo the first, 
there must be a second; what is it?’ ‘Drinking the 
shameful!’ (in English idiom, ‘smoking tobacco’) was the 
unhesitating answer. ‘ And murder, and adultery, and false 
witness ? ’ I suggested, ‘ God is merciful and forgiving,’ re- 
joined my friend ; that is, these are merely little sins.” 

Never before had such outward devotion been seen in 
Mecca. The mosques were crowded with worshippers, some 
of whom had been forcibly driven to the stated prayers. 
Pipes became very scarce, and one unfortunate woman who 
had been caught “ smoking the shameful ” was paraded 
through the public streets seated on an ass, with a large 
green pipe suspended from her neck. Thus were all lax 
Muslim men and women warned of the consequence of evil 
ways. 

After holding possession of the holy cities for nine years 
they were driven out by the Turkish forces. ‘Abdu’llah, 
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the fourth Wahhabi ruler, was captured by Ibrahfra Pasha 
and afterwards executed at Constantinople in the year 1 8 1 8 
A.D. The political power of Wahhabis has since been con- 
fined to parts of Arabia, but their religious opinions have 
widely spread. 

On the death of Fayzul in 1865 A.D., his two sons, 
"Abdu’llah and Sa'ud, the former a bigot, the latter a com- 
paratively liberal man, disputed the succession. Finally, 
Sa^ud established himself as Emir. In 1871 ‘Abdullah 
put himself into communication with Midhat Pasha, then 
Governor of Baghdad, who at once appointed him Kafm- 
niakan or Deputy-Governor of Nejd. ‘Abdu’llah, however, 
failed to get possession. A little later on, Midhat l^asha 
deposed the whole family, and issued a proclamation to the 
effect that a Turkish Governor would be appointed, 'fhis 
scheme failed, and in 1872 Sa‘ud returned to Eiadli, where 
he died. ‘Abdu’lljih then became the Emir. The Turkish 
Government wished him to rule as its nominee, but this 
position he declined to accept. He had in 1881, the 
latest date up to which I have any information, very little 
power outside Riadh. Wahhablisrn is now in its own 
stronghold rapidly declining, and the power of the once 
warlike and prosperous fariiily that guided its destinies in 
Central Arabia is at an end. 

The leader of the Wahhabi movement in India was Syed 
Al.imad. He soon gained a large number of disciples, and 
in 1826 A.D. preached a Jihad against the Sikhs, but five 
years after the Wahhabis were suddenly attacked by the 
Sikhs under Sher Singh, and Syed Ahmad was slain. This 
did not, however, prevent the spread of Wahhabi principles, 
for he had the good fortune to leave behind him an en- 
thusiastic disciple. This man, Muhammad Isma‘il, was 
born near Delhi in the year 1781 A.D. When quite a 
youth, he met with Syed Ahmad, who soon acquired great 
influence over his new disciple. Isma'il told him one 
evening that he could not offer up his prayers with Huziir- 
i-qalb, or presence of heart. The Syed took him to his 
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room, where he instructed liiiii to repeat the first of the 
prayers after him, and then to conclude them alone. Ho 
did so, and was able to so abstract himself in the con- 
templation of God that he remained engaged in prayer till 
the morning. Henceforward ho was a devoted adherent 
of his spiritual teacher. In the public discussions, which 
often took place, none were a match for Isma'il. Tlih 
fervent preacher of Wahhabfism is now chiefly remembered 
by his great work, the Taqwiatu’l-Iman, the book from 
which the account of Wahhabi doctrine given in this 
chapter is taken. In one sense it is a struggle against 
the traditionalism of later stages, but in no sense can it 
be said that the Wahhabis reject flkadition. The traveller 
Bnrckliardt says : “ Tlio Quran and tJie Traditions of Mu- 
hammad are acknowledged as fundamental and as compris- 
ing tlio laws ; llie opinions of the best Commentators are 
respected, though not implicitly followed.^' They acknow- 
ledge, then, as the foundation of the faith, first, tlie Quran ; 
secondly, the Traditions which are recorded on the authority 
of tlio Companions; and thirdly, the Ijnni' of the Companions. 
Thus to the WalihabI as to the Sunni, Muhammad is in all 
his (lets and words a perfect guide. 

So far from Waldiablism being a move onward because 
it is a return to first principles, it rather binds the fetters 
of Islam more tightly. It does not originate anything new ; 
it ofters no relaxation from a system which looks upon the 
Quran and the Traditions as a perfect and complete law, 
social and political, moral and religious. The Wahhabi 
places tlie doctrine of the ^‘Tanbfd,’’ or Unity, in a very 
prominent position. It is true that all Musalman sects 
put this dogma in the first rank, but Wahluibis set their 
faces against practices common to the other sects, because 
they consider that tliey obscure this fundamental doctrine. 
It is this which brings them into collision with other Musal- 
mans. The greatest of all sins is Shirk polytheism). 
A Muslirik (polytlieist) is one who so offends. All Musal- 
nidns consider Christians to bo polytheists, and Wahhabis 
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consider all other Musalmiins also to be polytheists, because 
they look to the Prophet for intercession, pray to saints, 
visit shrines, and do other unlawful acts. 

The Taqwiatul-Inian says that “ two things are neces- 
sary in religion — to know God as God, and the Prophet as 
the Prophet.” Tlie two fundamental bases of the faith are 
the Doctrine of the Tauhid and obedience to the Sunnat.” 
The two great errors to be avoided are Shirk and Bid‘at 
(innovation or change). 

Shirk is defined to be of four kinds : Shirku’l-‘ilm, 
ascribing knowdedge to others than God ; ShirkuT-tasarruf, 
ascribing power to others than God ; Shirku'l-Tbddat, 
offering worship to created things ; Shirkul-‘adat, the 
performance of ceremonies which imply reliance on others 
than God. 

The first, Shirku’l-film, is illustrated by the statement 
that prophets and holy men have no knowledge of secret 
things unless as revealed to them by God. Thus some 
wicked persons made a charge against ‘Ayesha. The Pro- 
phet was troubled in mind, but know not the truth of the 
matter till God made it known to him. To ascribe, then, 
power to soothsayers, astrologers, and saints is polytheism. 

’ . The second kind, Shirku’t-tasarruf, is to suppose that 
any one has power with God. He who looks up to any one 
as an intercessor with God commits Shirk. Thus : “ But 
they who take others beside Him as lords, saying, ‘ We 
only serve them that they may bring us near God,’ — God 
will judge between them (and the Faithful) concerning that 
wherein they are at variance ” (S. xxxix. 4). Intercession 
may bo of three kinds. For example, a criminal is. placed 
before the king. The Vizier intercedes. The king, having 
regard to the rank of the Vizier, pardons the offender. 
This is called Shafa'at-i-Wajahat, or “ intercession from 
regard.” But to suppose that God so esteems the rank of 
any one as to pardon a sinner merely on account of it is 
Shirk. Again, the queen or the princes intercede for the 
criminal. The king, from love of them, pardons him. This 
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is called Shafa^at-i-muhabbat, or “ intercession from affec- 
tion.” But to consider that God so loves any one as to 
pardon a criminal on his account is to give that loved one 
power, and this is Shirk, for such power is not possible in 
the court of God. “God may out of His bounty confer 
on His favourite servants the epithets of Ilabib, favourite, 
or Khalil, friend ; but a servant is but a servant ; no one 
can put his foot outside the limits of servitude, or rise 
beyond the rank of a servant.” Again, the king may 
himself wish to pardon the offender, but he fears lest the 
majesty of the law should be lowered. The Vizier per- 
ceives the kings wish and intercedes. This intercession 
is lawful. It is called Shafa‘at-i-ba-izn, intercession by 
permission, and such power Muhammad will have at the 
day of judgment. Wahhabis hold that he has not that 
power now, though all other Musalmaus consider that he 
has, and in consequence (in Wahhabi opinion) commit the 
sin of ShirkuVtasarruf. The Wahhabis quote the follow- 
ing passages in support of their view. “ Who is he that 
can intercede with Him but by His own •permission^' 
(S. ii. 256). “Say: Intercession is wliolly with God! 
Ilis the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth ” 
(S. xxxix. 46). “ Who shall teach thee what the day 

of doom is. It is a day when one soul shall be power- 
less for anotlier soul : all sovereignty on that day shall 
be with God” (S. Ixxxii. 18, 19). “No intercession 
shall avail with Him, but that which He Himself shall 
allow” (S. xxxiv. 22). They also say: “Whenever an 
allusion is made in the Quran ^ or the Traditions to the 
intercession of certain prophets or apostles, it is this kind 
of intercession and no other that is meant.” 

The third Shirk is prostration before any created being, 
with the idea of worshipping it. Thus : “ Prostration, 

^ His name shall bo Messiah, Jesus the Son of Maiy, Ulu&trhus in this 
world and in the 'next (S. iii. 40). Baiz.ivi says that this ouiinciice refers 
to the prophetic otiice in this world and to the permission to intercede 
in the next. 
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bowing down, standing with folded arms, spending money 
in the name of an individual, fasting out of respect to his 
memory, proceeding to a distant shrine in a pilgrim’s garb 
and calling out the name of the saint while so going, is 
Shirku’l-'Ibildat.” It is wrong to cover the grave with 
I a sheet (ghilaf), to say prayers at the shrine, to kiss any 
particular stone, to rub the mouth and breast against the 
walls of the shrine.” This is a stern condemnation of the 
very common practice of visiting the tombs of saints and of 
some of the special practices of the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
All such practices as are here condemned are called Ishrak 
ii’I Tbadat — ** association in worship.” 

They cjuoto the following Tradition, recorded by Bukhfiri, 
to show that pilgrimages should be made to three places 
only : Pilgrims do not go except to three mosques — the 

mosques in Mecca, Madina, and Jerusalem.” 

The fourth Shirk is the keeping up of superstitious 
customs, such as the Istikluira, i.e., seeking guidance from 
beads, trusting to omens, good or bad, believing in lucky 
and unlucky days, adopting such names as ^\bdu’n-Nabi 
(Slave of the Prophet), and so on. The denouncing of 
such practices brings Wahhabiism into daily conflict with 
the otlier sects, for scarcely any people in the world are 
such profound believers in the virtue of charms and the 
power of astrologers as Musalmans. The difference be- 
tween the first and fourth Shirk, the Shirku’l-ilm and the 
Shirkii’l-‘adat, seems to be tliat the first is the belief, say 
in the knowledge of a soothsayer, and the second the habit 
of consulting him. To swear by the name of the Prophet, 
of ‘Alf, of the Imfirns, or of Pfrs (Leaders) is to give 
them the honour due to God alone. It is Ishrak fi’l 
adab — “ Shirk in association.” Another common belief 
which Walilulbis oppose is that Musalmans can perform 
the Ilajj, say prayers, read the Quran, abide in medita- 
tion, give alms, and do other good works, the reward of 
which shall be credited to a person already dead. 

The above technical exposition of Walihdbf tenets shows 
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how much stress they lay on a rigid adherence to the 
doctrine of the “ Unity/' La Ilaha illa'llahu '* — there is 
no God but G od — is an eternal truth. Yet to the Musal- 
man God is a Being afar off. In rejecting tlie Fatherhood 
of God he has accepted as the object of his worship, hardly 
of his affections, a Being despotic in all He does, arbitrary 
in all His ways. He has accepted the position of a slave 
instead of that of a son. 

Palgrave, wlio knew the Wahhabis better than any other 
person, says in this connection : — 

*‘'Tliero is no God but God’ arc words simply tantamount in 
English to the negation of any deity save one alone ; and tJuis 
much they certainly mean in Arabic, but they imply much more 
also. Tlieir full sense is, not only to deny absolutely and unre- 
servedly all ])lurality, whether of nature or of i>er.S()U in the 
Supreme Being, not only to establish the unity of the IJnbcgetting 
and the Unbegot, in all its simple and incommunicable oneness, 
but besides this, the words, in Arabic and among Arabs, imply 
that this one Supreme Being is the only Agent, the only Force, 
the only Act existing throughout the universe, and leave to all 
beings else, matter or spirit, instinct or intelligence, physical or 
moral, nothing but pure unconditional passiveness, alike in move- 
ment or in quiescence, in action or in capacity. Hence in this one 
senteiico is summed up a system which, for want of a better name, 

I may be permitted to call the ‘Pantheism of Force.’ ‘God is 
One in the totality of omnipotent and omnipresent action, which 
acknowledges no rule, sbuidard, or limit save one solo and absolute 
will. Ho coniinuriicates nothing to llis creatures, for their seem- 
ing power and act ever remain His alone, and in return He re- 
ceives nothing from them.’ ‘It is llis singular satisfaction to let 
created beings continually feel that they are nothing else than His 
slaves, that they may the better acknowledge His superiority.’ 

‘ He Himself, sterile in llis inaccessible heiglit, neither loving nor 
enjoying aught save His own and self-measured decree, without j 
son, companion, or councillor, is no loss barren for Himself than / 
for His creatures, and His own barrenness and lone egoism in’ 
Himself is the cause and rule of His indififerent and unregarding 
despotism around/ ” 


L 
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Palgrave allows that such a notion of the Deity is mon- 
strous, but maintains that it is the ‘‘ truest mirror of the 
mind and scope of the writer of the Book (Quran), and 
that, as such, it is confirmed by authentic Tradition and 
learned commentaries, a knowledge of the literature, and 
intercourse with the people. Men are often better than 
their creeds. Even the Prophet was not always con- 
sistent, There are some redeeming points in Islam. But 
tlie root idea of tlie whole is as described above, and from 
it no system can be deduced which will grow in grace and 
beauty as age after age rolls by. The Arab proverb states 
that “ the worshipper models himself on what he worships.” 
Thus a return to “ first principles,” sometimes proclaimed as 
tlie hope of Turkey, is but the “ putting back the hour-hand 
of Islam ” to the place where, indeed, Muhammad always 
meant it to stay, for, as Palgrave says, “ Islam is in its 
essence stationary, and was framed thus to remain. Sterile, 
like its God, lifeless like its first Principle, and supreme 
Original in all that constitutes true life — for life is love, 
participation, and progress, and of these the Quranic Deity 
has none — it justly repudiates all change, all advance, all 
development.” 

Muhammad Ibn ^Abdu’l Wahhab was a man of great 
intellectual power and vigour. He could pierce through 
the mists of a thousand years, and see with an eagle eye 
how one sect and another had laid accretions on the Faith, 
lie had the rare gift of intuition, and could see that 
change (bid‘at) and progress were alien to the truth. This 
recognition of his ability is due to him ; but what a sad 
prostration of great gifts it was to seek to arrest, by the 
worship of the letter, all hope of progress, and to make 
“ the starting-point of Islam its goal.” That he was a 
good Musalnnin in so doing no one can doubt, but that his 
work gives auy hope of the rise of an enlightened form of 
Islam no one who really has studied Islam can believe. 

Walihabiism simply amounts to this, that while it de- 
nounces all other Musalrriuns as polytheists, it enforces the 
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Sunnat of the Prophet with all its energy.^ It breaks down 
shrines, but insists on the necessity of a pilgrimage to a 
black stone at Mecca. It forbids the use of a rosary, but 
attaches great merit to counting the ninety-nine names of 
God on the fingers. It would make life unsociable. The 
study of the Pine Arts, with the exception of Architecture,^ 

^ Muhammad IsmfC*!! concludes his great work, the Taqwiatu’l-Imdii, 
with the prayer — “O Lord, teach us by Thy grace the meaning of the 
terms Bid‘at and Sunnat, and the Law of the Prophet. Make us pure 
and sttrictly submissive to the SunnuL'* This is a clear and distinct 
proof that Wahhabis do not reject Tradition as a basis of the Faith. It 
also shows their horror of innovation, and reveals the little hope there is 
of any real progress through their influence. 

^ On the subject of Architecture, Syed Amir ‘Ali in his Life of Muhammad < 
says : “ The superiority of the Muslims in architecture requires no com- 
ment." At all events none is given, and the reader is left to suppose that 
the praise sometimes given to them on account of the beauty of many 
Muhammadan buildings is rightly awarded, and that IsUm is thus shown 
to be a system which has produced culture. Tlie fact is that just as 
Islam borrowed its philo.<?ophy from the Greeks, so did it get its ideas 
about arcliitecture from the ) 3 yzanlir)es and the Persians. The Arabs, in- 
spired by the teaching of M.uhammad, originated neither the one nor the 
other. Ibn Khaldun says of the Arabs : “ When they ceased to observe 
the strict precepts of their religion and the desire of dominion and 
luxurious living overcame them, the Arabs employed the Persian nation 
to serve them, and acquired from them the arts and architecture. They 
then made lofty buildings. This was near the end of the Empire." He 
also says that when the Khalif W:Uid Ibn ‘Abdu’l MiUik wished to con- 
struct mosques at Madina, Jerusalem, and Damascus, he sent to the Em- 
jeror at Constantinople for “workmen skilled in the art of building" 
(Ibn Khaldun, vol. ii. p. 375). Thus, on the testimony of this Muhammadan 
historian, it is clear that the origin of Muslim architecture is to be traced 
to Por.sian and Greek sources. In connection with this subject there is a 
valuable article on Arabian architecture in an appendix to the second 
volume of Lane’s “ Modern Egyptians.” The writer, Stanley Lane-Poole, the 
best living authority on the subject, says : “ To the architecture of these 
kings {i.e.f of the Sassanian dynasty) the Arabs owed more than had been 
commonly supposed." “ Besides the Persians, the Arabs were also in- 
debted to the Copts for assistance." “ The influence of Byzantium on the 
art of the Arabs cannot be doubted.” “ Their workmen were commonly 
Copts, Greeks, and Persians, and though they [Le., Arabs) must have 
learnt from these peoples, they appear never to have been able to dispense 
altogether with their services.” “The modern fashion of assuming every- 
thing Muhammadan to bo of true Anibian art has misled art critics.” 
There is much misconception on this subject, and modern Muslim apolo- 
gists for Isldm quite ignore the testimony of their own great historian— 
Ibn Khalddn. 
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can find no place in it. Isma^il quotes with approval the 
following Tradition. “ ‘Ayesha said, ‘I purchased a carpet 
on which were some figures. The Propliet stood in the 
doorway and looked displeased.^ I said, ' O messenger of 
God, I repent to God and His Messenger; what fault have 
I committed tliat you do not enter ? ’ His Highness tlien 
said, ‘ What is this carpet ? ’ I replied, ‘ I have bought it 
for you to sit and rest upon/ Then tlie messenger of God 
replied, ' Verily, the makers of pictures will be punished 
on the day of resurrection, wlien God will desire them to 
bring them to life. A house which contains pictures is 
not visited by the angels.* ** In a Tradition quoted by Ibn 
^Abb/is, the Prophet classes artists with murderers and 
parricides. Wahhdbiism approves of all this, and thus by 
forbidding harmless enjoyments it would make society an 
organised hypocrisy. It vrould spread abroad a spirit of 
contempt for all mankind except its own followers, and, 
wliere it had the power, it would force its convictions on 
others at the point of the sword. 

Walihabiisni was reform after a fashion in ono direction ; 
in the liistory of Islam there have been attempts at reform in 
other directions ; there will yet be such attempts, but so long 
as the Quran and the Sunuat (or, in the case of the Slu‘ah, 
its equivalent) are to form, as they have hitherto done for 
every sect, tlie sole law to regulate all conditions and states 
of life, enlightened and continued progress is impossible. 

From the account given in this chapter, it is plain that 
Musalmdns are not all of one heart and soul.^ In the next 
chapter I hope to show that Islam is a very dogmatic and 
complex system in spite of the simple form of its creed. 

^ “ Mr. Finlay, the clever but partial author of ‘ The Byzantine Empire/ 
has declared in a sweeping way ‘that there is no greater delusion than to 
speak of the unity of the Christian Church.* However this may be, I can 
aflirm the perfect applicability of this sentence to Islam in the East. In 
no i^art of the world is there more of secret division, aversion, misbelief 
(taking Muhaminadtlnism as our standard), and unbelief than in those 
very lands which to a superficial survey seem absolutely identified in the 
one common creed of the Qurdn and its author.” (Palgrave’s Arabia, vol. i. 
p. 10.) 



CHAPTER IV 

THE CREED OF ISLAm^ 

Faith is defined by Muslim theologians as “ Confession 
with the tongue and belief with the heart.” “ It is said to 
“stand midway between hope and fear.” It is subdivided 
into Iman-i-mujinal and Iiiuln-l-mufassal. The former is an 
expression of the following faith : “ I believe in God, His 
name and attributes, and accept all His commands.” The 
latter is the acceptance of the following dogmas : “ I be- 
lieve in God, Angels, Books, Prophets, the Last Hay, the 
Predestiuation by the Most High God of good and evil, 
and the Resurrection after death.” These form the articles 
of faith which every Muslim must believe, to which belief, 
in order to render it perfect, he must add the performance 
of the “acts of practice,” viz.: (i) Tashahhud — the recital 
of the Kalimah or creed : — “ There is no God but God, 
and Muhammad is the Apostle of God.”^ (2) Salat — the 
five daily prayers. (3) Rozah — the thirty days’ fast of 

1 Strictly speaking, this chapter should be entitled the “Faith of 
Islilm,” as the subject of it is technically called Iraan, or faith. Tlie 
creed, or Kalimah, is simply the expression oC belief in one God, and in 
Muhammad as His a]X)stle. I use the word creed here in the usual sense 
of a body of dogmas. 

® There is much dispute as to whether faith can increase or not. Iniiim 
AbA Ilanifa says : “ It does not change. It is not affected by sin or the 
omission of religious duties, though such misconduct will be punished.” 
Imam As-Shdfi*! says that faith does decrease if religious duties are 
neglected. Abii Ilanifa replies that women do not, at certain times, say the 
Namdz, nor the poor give alms. Is their faith decreased ? The words 
“it increased their faith ” (S. iii. 167) seem to support As-Slidfi‘i. 

3 The first clause is called the nafi wa isbdt, rejection and affirmation : 
« there is no God ” is the nafi, “but God ” is the igbdt. 
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Eaiimziln. (4) Zakdt — the legal alms. (s) Hajj — the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

I. God. — This article of the faith includes a belief in 
the existence of God, His unity and attributes, and has 
given rise to a large number of sects. Tauhid, or unity, is 
said by Ahii Muiitalul to be of two kinds — TauhiduV-rubiyat 
and Tauljidii’l-ululiaiyat. The first means that God who 
creates and sustains all is one ; but belief in this does not 
necessarily make a man a believer, for Kdfirs, it is said, 
can accept this dogma; so, to be a true believer, a man 
must accept as an article of faith the Tauhidu’l-uluhaiyat, 
that is, worship only one God, and look upon Him as the 
only object of worship, the one without a second. Thus it 
is wrong to worship angels and saints. 

The author of the Eisdlah-i-Berkevi,^ speaking of the 
divine attributes, says : — 

(i.) Life (Hyat). God Most High is alone to be adored. He 
has neither associate nor equal. lie is neither begotten nor does 
He beget. He is immutable, invisible, without figure, form, 
colour, or jxirts. His existence has neither beginning nor end. 
If He so wills, He can annihilate the world in a moment or re- 
create it in an instant. If all the infidels became believers, Ho 
would gain no advantage; if all believers became infidels, lie 
would suffer no loss. 

(2.) Knowledge (Tim). God has knowledge of all things 
hidden or manifest, whether in heaven or on earth. Events ])ast 
and future are known to Him. lie knows what enters into the 
lieart of man and what he utters with his mouth. He is free from 
forgetfulness, negligence, and error. His knowledge is eternal : it 
is not posterior to His essence. 

(3.) Power (Qudrat). God is almighty. If He wills, lie 
can raise the dead, make stones talk, trees walk, annihilate the 
heavens and the earth, and re-create them. His power is eternal 
^ priori and d. podmoH, It is not posterior to His essence. 


M. Garcin cle Tassy, in his “LTslamisme d’aprfes le Coran” (p. 154), 
speaks of this book thus: “L’ouvrage <Sldmcntaire de la religion Musal- 
niane le plus estime et le plus r^pandu en Turquie,” 
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(4.) Will (Irddah). He can do what He wills, and whatever 
He wills comes to pass. Everj’thing, good or evil, in this world 
exists by llis will. He wills the faith of the believer and the 
piety of the religious. lie wdlleth also tiio unbelief of the 
unbeliever and the irreligion of the wicked. All we do we do 
by His will : what He willeth not does not come to pass. We 
must acknowledge that the will of God is eternal, and that it is 
not posterior to His essence. 

(5.) I fearing (Saina‘). Ho hears all sounds, whether low or 
loud. He hears without an ear, for His attributes are not like 
those of men. 

(6.) Seeing (Basr). Ho sees all things, even the ste ps of a 
black ant on a black stone in a dark night ; yet He has no eye as 
men have. 

(7.) Speech (KalAm). He speaks, but not with a tongue as 
men do. He speaks to some of His servants without the inter- 
vention of another, even as He spoke to Moses, and to Muhammad 
on the night of the ascension to heaven. Ho speaks to others by 
the instrumentality of Gabriel, and this is the usual way in which 
Ho communicates His will to the prophets. It follows from this 
that the Qurdn is the word of God, and is eternal and uncreated. 

These are the haft sifilt,*' or seven attributes of God. 
There is unanimity of opinion as to the number of attri- 
butes, but not as regards their nature and the extent of the 
knowledge concerning them to which men can attain. Thus 
some say that the knowledge^ of God is the first thing to 
acquire ; but Imdm Shdfi‘i and the Mu^tazilas say that a 
man must first attain to the idea of the knowledge of God. 
The meaning of the expression knowledge of God ” is the 
ascertaining the truth of His existence, and of His positive 
and privative attributes, as far as the human understanding 
can enter into these matters. The unity is not a mere 

1 The knowledge of God is said to be gained from the Quritn in three 
ways: (i.) “‘llmuU-yakin, that is, hy reason and outward apprehension, 
and this is the knowledge gained by the ordinary ‘Ularad; (2.) ‘Ainu’l- 
yakin, that is, knowledge gained by the inward eye or intuition. This is 
gained by a few of the ‘Ulamd; (3.) ^faqul-yakin, that is, the highest 
form of knowledge, which includes the lower kinds, gained only by the 
Prophets.” (Abd Muntahd, p. 58.) 
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numerical unity, but absolute, for the number one is the 
first of a series and implies a second, but God has not a 
second. He is “singular, without anything like Him, 
separate, having no equal ; ” for, “ had there been either 
in heaven or earth gods beside God, both surely had gone 
to ruin ” (S. xxi. 22). God is not a substance, for sub- 
stance has accidents, but God has none : otherwise His 
nature would be that of “dependent existence.'* God is 
without parts, for otherwise He would not exist till all the 
parts were formed, and His existence would depend on the 
parts, that is, on something beside Himself. 

The orthodox strictly prohibit the discussion of minute 
particulars, for, say they, “just as the eye turning to the 
brightness of tlie sun finds darkness intervene to prevent 
all observation, so the understanding finds itself bewildered 
if it attempts to pry into the nature of God.” All the 
attributes of God are declared to be beyond explanation 
(bilil keif), and so cannot be understood ^either by reason or 
by analogical deduction. 

The Propliet said: “We did not know the reality of the 
knowledge of Thee ; ” and to liis followers he gave this 
advice : ‘‘ Think of God’s gifts, not of His nature : certainly 
you have no power for that.” The Khalif Akbar is reported 
to liave said : “ To be helpless in the search of knowledge is 
knowledge, and to inquire into the nature of God is Sliirk 
(infidelity).” A moderate acquaintance with Muslim theo- 
logy shows that neither the injunction of the Propliet nor 
the warning of the Kluilff has been heeded. 

According to the early Muslims, the Companions and 
their followers, inquiries into the nature of God and His 
attributes were not lawful. The Prophet, knowing what was 
good for men, had plainly revealed the way of salvation and 
had taught them : — 

“ Say : He is God alone : 

God the eternal ! 

He begctteth not, and He is not begotten ; 

And there is none like unto Him.” (S. cxii.) 
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This was sufficient for them to know of the mystery of 
the Godhead. God is far beyond the reach of the human 
understanding. Men should therefore mistrust their own 
perceptive faculties and notions, and should obey the in- 
spired legislator Muhammad, who loving them better than 
tiiey love themselves, and knowing better than they do 
what is truly useful, has revealed both what they ought 
to believe and what they ought to do. It is true that 
men must exercise their reason, but they must not do so 
with regard to the divine attributes.^ 

Dogma is divided into two portions, usiil and fariV — 
(i.e., roots and branches). The former include the doctrine 
about God; the latter consist of truths which result from 
the acceptance of the former. The orthodox belief is that 
reason has only to do with the fariV, for the usiil being 
founded on the Quran and Sunnat have an objective basis. 
Differences of opinion about various branches of the farii‘ 
led to discussions which did not stop there, but went on 
to the ** usiil,” and so paved the way for the rise of 
scholastic theology (Tlm- 1 -kalam). I have already in the 
chapter on the exegesis of the Quran explained the differ- 
ence in meaning between muhkam and mutashabih verses. 
This difference lies at the very foundation of the present 
subject. It is, therefore, necessary to enter a little into 
detail. The question turns very much on the interpreta- 
tion of the 5th verse of the 3rd Siirah : “lie it is who 
hath sent down to thee *the Book.^ Some of its signs 
are of themselves perspicuous (muhkam): these are the 
basis of the Book, and others are figurative (mutashabih). 


^ The above statemeiita form the substance of several paj^cs in the 
Proldgom5nes d’Ibn Kiialdtin,’* in which also occurs the following; 
“ Cela n’est pas toutefois un motif pour d<5pr6cier notre intelligence efc nos 
facult(?s perceptives ; I’intclligence cst une balance parfaiteinent juste : 
elle nous founiit des rdsultats certains sans nous tromper. Mais on ne 
doit pas employer cette balance pour peser les choses qni sc rattachent 
ii I’unitd de Dieu, h la vie future, h la nature du prophdtisme, au veritable 
caract^re des attributs divins et h, tout ce qui est au delh de sa portee. 
Vouloir le faire, ce serait une absurdity*’ (vol. iii. p. 45). 
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But they whose hearts are given to err follow its figures, 
craving discord, craving an interpretation ; yet none 
knoweth its interpretation but God. And the stable in 
knowledge say, ‘We believe in it: it is all from our 
Lord.’ But none will bear this in mind save men endued 
with understanding.”^ Here it is clearly stated (i) that 
no one except God can know the interpretation of muta- 
shabih verses, and ( 2 ) that wise men, though they know 
not their interpretation, yet believe them all. Many 
learned men, however, say that the full stop should not 
be placed after the word “God,” but after “knowledge.” 
The difference will be seen thus : — 

First Rkading. Second Reading. 

None knoweth its interpreta- None knoweth its interpreta- 
tion but God. And the stable in tion but God and the stiible in 
knowledge say “ NVc believe in it; knowledge. They say “We be- 
lt is all from our Lord.” lieve in it : it is all from our 

Lord.” 

On this slight change in punctuation,^ which shows that 
the “ stable in knowledge ” can interpret the mutashabih 
verses, opposite schools of theology have arisen in Islam. 
The hitter reading opens the way to a fearless investiga- 
tion of subjc3Cts which all the early Muslims avoided as 
beyond their province. In the early days of Islam it was 
held that all parts of the Quran, except the muhkam verses 
and the purely narrative portions, were mutashabih ; that 
is, all verses which related to the attributes of God, to the 
existence of angels and genii, to the appearance of Anti- 
christ, the period and signs of the day of judgment, and 
generally all matters which are beyond the daily experience 

1 Bukbdri relates how ‘Ayesha said, “ One day the Prophet recited the 
5th verse and said to me, * When thou seest those who follow its figures, 
these are they whom God has named men of error — avoid them.' ” 

® The commentator Bukhtiri says: “ Some consider that the letter waw 
(and) after the word ‘God’ is a copulative conjunction (waw-i-‘atf), and 
that consequently there is no full stop after God ; ” others, however, treat 
the waw as waw-i-isti’ndf, t.c., it commences a sentence, and is therefore 
preceded by a full stop. This is the opinion of most commentators. 
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of mankind. It was strongly felt that not only must there 
be no discussion on them/ but no attempt should be made 
to understand or act on them. Ibn ‘Abbas, a Companion, 
says: ‘'One must believe the mutashabih verses, but not 
take them for a rule of conduct.’’ ‘Ayesha said, “Avoid 
those persons who dispute about the meaning of the Quran, 
for they are those whom God has referred to in the words, 
‘ whose hearts are given to err.’ ” 

The first reading, which puts the full stop after the 
word “God,” is tlie one adopted by the Asl.ulb, the Tdbi'fu, 
and the Taba-i-Tdbi'fn, and the great majority of Com- 
mentators. The Sunnis generally are of this opinion. 
Those who take the opposite view are the Commentators 
Mujahid (A.H. 10 1 ), lidbf' bin Ans, and others. The scho- 
lastic theologians (Mutakallirndn) ^ generally adopt the 
second reading, which puts the full stop after the word 
“ knowledge.” They argued thus : How could men believe 
what they did not know ? to which their opponents an- 
swered, that tlie act of belief in the unknown is the very 
thing here praised by God. The scholastics then inquired 
why, since the Quran was sent to be a guide and direction 
to men, were not all its verses muhkam ? The answer 
was, that the Arabs acknowledged two kinds of eloquence. 
One kind was to arrange words and ideas in a plain and 
simple style, so tliat the meaning might be at once apparent, 
the other was to speak in figurative language. Now, if 
the Quran had not contained both these styles of composi- 

^ “Telle fut la regie suivie par les anciens musulraans h Tegard des 
verses motauhabeh ; ils Tappliquaieut aussi aux expressions du memo 
genre qui se prdsenteiit dans la Sonna, parce qu’elles proviennent de la 
mcme source qiie cellcs du Coran,” (Ibn Khaldfln, vol. iii. p. 67.) 

This passage is of some interest as maintaining the common source and 
origin of tlie Quran and the Sunnat, 

^ “ The Musulman authors distinguish between the earlier and later 
Mutakallinian. The former (of whom we here treat) were occupied with 
purely religious questions ; tlie latter, who arose after the introduction 
of the Greek philosophy amongst Muslims, embraced many philosophic 
notions, though they tried to make them fit in with their religious opinions.” 
(Mdlanges de Fhilosophie Juive et Arabe, p. 320.) 
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tion, it could not have claimed the position it does as a 
book absolutely perfect in form as well as in matter. 

Bearing in mind this fundamental difference of opinion, 
we can now pass on to the consideration of the attributes. 
The essential attributes are Life, Knowledge, Power, Will, 
for without these the others could not exist. Then the 
attributes of Hearing, Seeing, Speech give us a further 
idea of perfection. These are the Sifilt-i-Sabiitiah, or affir- 
mative attributes, the privation of which would imply loss ; 
there are also Sifilt-i-Salbiah, or privative attributes, such 
as God has no form, is not limited by place, has no equal. 
The attributes are also called Sifdtu’z-zatiah and Sifcltu’l- 
fa‘liah. The former are those which have no opposite, as 
Life, for death cannot be predicated of God ; the latter are 
those which have an opposite, as Mercy, for God can have 
its opposite — anger. The acts of sitting, rising, descending, 
the possession of face, hands, eyes, &c., being connected 
with the idea of corporeal existences, imply imperfection, 
and apparently contradict the doctrine of “ exemption ” 
(tanzih), according to which God is, in virtue of His essence, 
in no way like the creatures He has made. This was a 
difficulty, but the four great Imdms all taught that it w^as 
impious to inquire into these matters, for all such allusions 
were mutashdbih. “ The Imdin Hanbal and other early 
divines followed in the path of the early Muslims and said : 
‘ We believe in the Book and the Sunnat, and do not desire 
explanations. We know that the High God is not to be 
compared to any created object: nor any creature with 
Him.**' Imilm As-ShAfi‘f said that a man who inquired 
into such matters should be tied to a stake and carried 
about, and that the following proclamation should be made 
before him : ‘‘ This is the reward of him who left the Quran 
and the Traditions for the study of scholastic theology.” 
Imdm Hanbal says : “ Whosoever moves his liand when he 
reads in the Qurdn the words, have created with my 
hand,* ought to have his hand cut off; and whoever 
stretches forth his finger in repeating the saying of 
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Muhammad, ^The heart of the believer is between two 
fingers of the Merciful,* deserves to have his finger cut 
off,” At-Tirniiz(, when consulted about the statement of 
the Prophet that God had descended to the lowest of the 
seven heavens, said : “ The descent is intelligible, the 
manner how is unknown ; the belief therein is obligatory ; 
and the asking about it is a blamable innovation,” But 
all such attempts to restrain discussion and investigation 
failed. 

The two main points in the discussion of this question 
are (i) whether the attributes of God are internal or ex- 
ternal ? whether they are part of His essence or not ? and 
(2) whether they are eternal or not ? 

The two leading sects were the Sifatians and the 
Mu^tazilas. The Sifatians, according to Sharastani (p. 67), 
taught that the .attributes of God are eternally inherent in 
His essence, without separation or change. Every attribute 
is conjoined with Him as life with knowledge or knowledge 
with power. They also taught that the mutashabih verses 
were not to be explained. So at first they did not attempt 
to give the meaning of the terms hands, eyes, face,** &c., 
when applied to God. They simply accepted them as they 
stood. 

The Mu‘tazilas were the great opponents of the Sifatians. 
They rejected the idea of eternal attributes, saying that 
eternity was the formal attribute of the essence of God. 
“ If,” said they, we admit the eternal existence of an 
attribute, then we must recognise the multiplicity of eternal 
existences.” They also rejected the attributes of hearing, 
seeing, and speech, as these were accidents proper to cor- 
poreal existences. They looked upon the divine attributes as 
mental abstractions, and not as having a real existence in 
the divine essence. Tlie expression “ hand of God,” they said, 
meant simply His power or His favour. To this the ortho- 
dox replied, that in this case then the Devil (Iblis) could say 
that he had been created by the ‘'favour of God,” for God 
had said, “I created thee with my two hands.” Again, 
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they urged, if “ hand means “ power,” then God has two 
powers ; and as the Prophet gave no explanation of such 
a mutashabih expression, it is clear that none is possible, 
and therefore the Mu'tazila explanation is not to be ac- 
cepted. 

The Mu^tazilas were emphatically the Free-thinkers of 
Islam. The origin of the sect was as follows : — A1 Hasan, 
a famous divine, was one day seated in the mosque at 
Basrah when a discussion arose on the question whether 
a believer who committed a mortal sin became thereby an 
unbeliever. The Kharigites affirmed that it was so. The 
orthodox denied this, saying that, though guilty of sin, yet 
that as he believed rightly he was not an infidel.^ One 
of the scholars, Wasil Ibn ‘Ata (who was born at Madfnah, 
A.H. 8o), then rose up and said : “ I maintain that a Muslim 
who has committed a mortal sin should be regarded neither 
as a believer or an unbeliever, but as occupying a middle 
station between the two.” He then retired to another part 
of the mosque, where he was joined by his friend ‘Umr 
Ibn Obaid and others. They resumed the discussion. A 
learned man, named Katada, entering the mosque, went up 
to them, but on finding that they were not the party in 
which A1 Hasan was, said, “ These are the Seceders (Al- 
Mu^tazila).” A1 Hasan soon expelled them from his school. 
Wasil then founded a school of his own, of which, after the 
death of his master, *Umr Ibn Obaid became the head. 

Wasil felt that a believer, though sinful, did not merit 
the same degree of punishment as an infidel, and thus 
starting off on the question of degrees of punishment, he 
opened up the whole subject of free-will. Tliis soon brought 
him into conflict with the orthodox on the subject of pre- 
destination, and that again to the subject of the inspiration, 
the interpretation and the eternity of the Quran, and of the 
divine attributes. His followers rejected the doctrine of 
the “divine right” of the Imam, and held that the entire 
body of the Faithful had the right to elect the most suitable 
i Ibn Khallikdn’s “Biographical Dictionary,’* vol. iii. p. 343. 
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person, who need not necessarily be a man of the Quraish 
tribe, to fill that office. The principles of logic and the 
teaching of philosophy were brought to bear on the pre- 
cepts of religion. According to Sharastanf the Mu'tazilas 
hold:— 

“That God is eternal, and tliat eternity is the peculiar property 
of His essence ; but they deny the existence of any eternal attri- 
butes (as distinct from His nature). For they say, He is 
Omniscient as to His nature ; Living as to His nature ; Almighty 
as to His nature ; but not through any knowledge, power, or life 
existing in Him as eternal attributes ; for knowledge, power, and 
life are part of His essence, otherwise, if they are to be looked 
upon as eternal attributes of the Deity, it will give rise to a 
multiplicity of eternal entities.” 

“ They maintain that the knowledge of God is as much within 
the province of reason as that of any other entity ; that He cannot 
be beheld with the corporeal sight. They also maintain that 
justice is the animating principle of human actions, and that 
justice means the following out the dictates of reason.” 

“Again, they hold that there is no eternal law as regards 
human actions; that the divine ordinances which regulate the 
conduct of men are the results of growth and development ; that 
God has commanded and forbidden, promised and threatened by 
a law which grow gradually. At the same time, he who works 
righteousness merits rewards, and lie who works evil deserves 
punishment. Knowledge is attained only through reason. The 
cognition of good and evil is also within the province of reason ; 
nothing is known to be right or wrong until reason lias enlightened 
us as to the distinction ; and thankfulness for the blessings of the 
Benefactor is made obligatory by reason, even before the promul- 
gation of any hnv upon the subject. Man has perfect freedom ; 
is the author of his actions both good and evil, and deserves 
reward or punishment hereafter accordingly.” 

The following story, narrated by Jahilu’d-din As-Sydti, 
illustrates Sharastilnfs statement that the Mu'tazilas denied 
that God could be seen by the eye of man. The Klialif 
Al-Wathik (227-232 a.h.) summoned the Traditionist 
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Al^mad bin Nasru’l-Khuza'I to Bagliddd, and questioned 
him regarding the creation of the Quran and the vision of 
God at the day of judgment. Ahmad replied, “Thus 
goes the tradition, ‘Ye shall see your Lord in the day of 
judgment, as ye see the moon.*”^ Al-Wathik said, “Thou 
liest ; ” to which Ahmad replied, “ Nay, it is thou that liest." 
The Khalif added, “What! will He be seen as a circum- 
scribed and corporeal form which space can contain and 
the eye observe ? Verily, I deny a God with such attri- 
butes. What say ye ? " Then some of the Mu'tazilas 
who were present said, “ It is lawful to put him to death.’* 
The Khalif said, “ When I rise against him, let no one rise 
with me ; for verily I throw the burden of my sins on this 
infidel, who worships a God whom I do not worship, and 
whom I do not recognise with such attributes.” The 
Khalif then, with his own hand, slew Ahmad. 

Ahmad bin Hdyat, a Mu‘tazila, tries to explain away the 
tradition thus : “ It is not God, but the ‘ primary in- 
telligence’ (‘aql-i-kul) which will be seen.” This ‘aql-i- 
kul is another name for the “ primary reason ” (jauhar-i- 
awwal), which in the Siiti cosmogony is the first thing 
created. However, the orthodox view, as opposed to that 
of the Mu'tazilas, is that God will be * seen, but that it 
cannot be said that He will appear on this side or that, 
in this manner or that. They hold that all Musalmdris 
(though some exclude women) will see God, and that 
those persons before Muhammad’s time who followed the 
teaching of the prophets will also see Him. There is 
a difference of opinion about angels and genii ; some 
say they also will see God, and some deny this privilege 
to them. 

During the reigns of the ^Abbdsside Khalffs Mdmiin, 
Mu‘tasim, and Wathik (19S-232 A.ii.) at Bagliddd, the 
Mu‘tazilas were in high favour at court. Under the 

^ The narrators say, “We were sitting on the fourteenth night of the 
month with the Prophet, who said, ‘Certainly, you will see your Lord 
just as you see this moon.’ ” (Sahih-i-Bukhdri, chapter on Sarah Qdf.) 
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^Abbiisside dynasty ^ the ancient Arab society was revolu- 
tionised ; Persians filled the most important offices of state ; 
Persian doctrines took the place of Arab ones. The 
orthodox suffered bitter persecution. The following story 
will show how, at length, the Khalif Wathik relented. 
An old man, heavily chained, was one day brought into his 
presence. The prisoner obtained permission to put a few 
questions to Ahmad Ibn Abii Dai'id, a Mu'tazila and the 
President of the Court of Inquisition. The following dialogue 
took place. “ Aliuiad,” said the prisoner, “ what is the 
dogma which you desire to have established ?” “ Tliat the 
Quran is created,” replied Ahmad. “This dogma, then, is 
without doubt an essential part of religion, insomuch that 
the latter cannot without it be said to be complete ? ” 
“ Certainly.” “ Has the Apostle of God taught this to men, 
or has he left them free ? ” “ He has left them free.” 

“ Was the Apostle of God acquainted with this dogma or 
not ? ” “ He was acquainted with it.” “ Wherefore, then, 
do you desire to impose a belief regarding which the Apostle 
of God has left men free to think as they please ? ” Al.imad 
remaining silent, the old man turned to Wathik and said, 

“ 0 Prince of Believers, here is my first position made good.” 
Then turning to Ahmad, he said, “ God has said, ‘ This day 
have I perfected religion for you, and have filled up the 
measures of my favours upon you, and it is my pleasure 
that Islam be your religion ’ (S. v. 5 ). But according to 
you, Isliun is not perfected unless we adopt this doctrine 
that tlie Quran is created. Which now is most worthy of 
credence — God, when He declares Islam to be complete and 
perfect, or you when you announce the contrary ? ” Ahmad 
was still silent. “Prince of Believers,” said the old man, 
“there is my second point made good.” He continued, 

“ Ahmad, how do you explain the following words of God 

1 “ C’ctait lopoque de la plus grande splendeur extdrieure de Tempire 
dcs Arabes, oii leur pouvoir, et cn meme temps leur culture intellectuelle 
et littcraire, atteignirent leur point culminant.” {Journal 4mo 

Sdrie, tome xii. p. 104.) 
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in His Holy Book ? — ‘ 0 Apostle ! proclaim all that hath 
been sent down to thee from thy Lord ; for if thou dost 
not, thou hast not proclaimed His message at all.’ Now 
this doctrine that you desire to spread among the Faithful, 
has the Apostle taught it, or has he abstained from doing 
so ? ” Ahmad remained silent. The old man resumed, 
Prince of Believers, such is my third argument.” Then 
turning to Ahmad he said, If the Prophet was acquainted 
with the doctrine which you desire to impose upon us, had 
he the right to pass by it in silence ? ” “ He had the 

right.” “ And did the same right appertain to Abu Bakr, 
Omar, Osman, and ‘All ? ” “ It did.” “ Prince of Believers,” 
said the prisoner, “ God will, in truth, be severe on us if 
He deprives us of a liberty which He accorded to the 
Prophet and his Companions.” The Khallf assented, and 
at once restored the old man to liberty. So ended one of 
the fiercest persecutions the orthodox have ever had to 
endure, but so also ended the attempt to break through the 
barriers of traditionalism. The next Khallf, Al Mutawakkil, 
a ferocious and cruel man, restored the orthodox party to 
place and power. He summoned the Traditionists to Samarra, 
loaded them with presents, honoured them, and commanded 
them to bring forward traditions on the attributes of God, 
and on the personal vision of Him at the day of judgment. 
This was done to refute the views of the Mu‘tazilas on these 
points. The people were much pleased, and one man said, 
“ The Khallfs are but three — Abii Bakr for his waging war 
on the apostates, Omar for his removal of abuses, and 
Mutawakkil for his revival of traditional doctrine. Now, 
to-day orthodoxy has been honoured as if it had never 
been in reproach, and the innovators in religion have fled 
into hell-fire disgraced and unaccepted of God.” The Khallf 
also issued a fatva (decree) declaring that the dogma that 
the Quran was created was an utter falsehood. He in- 
stituted severe measures against Christians, Jews, Slifahs, 
and Mu‘tazilas.' Ahmad Ibn Abii Dadd was one of the 
^ “ The non-Muslim population had to wear yellow head-coverings and 
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first to be disgraced. Heresy and latitudinarianism were 
banished. The final blow to the Mu'tazilas, however, came 
not from the Khalff, but a little later on from Abii Hasan- 
al-Ash‘arf (270--340 A.H.), who had been brought up in 
the strictest orthodoxy, but, when able to think for himself, 
took a wider view of things, and became for a time a 
Mu‘tazila. 

The Mu^tazilas when expelled from power in Baghdad 
still flourished at Basrah, where one day the following inci- 
dent occurred. Abii 'All Al-Jubbai, a Mu'tazila doctor, was 
lecturing to his students when Al-Ash‘ari propounded the 
following case to his master : " There were three brothers, 
one of whom was a true believer, virtuous and pious, the 
second an infidel, a debauchee and reprobate, and the third 
an infant ; they all died. What became of them ? ” Al- 
Jubbai answered, " The virtuous brother holds a high station 
ill Paradise, the infidel is in the depths of liell, and the child 
is among those who have obtained salvation.'* “ Suppose 
now,” said Al-Ash'aif, " that the child should wish to ascend 
to the place occupied by his virtuous brother, would he be 
allowed to do so ? ” “ No,” replied Al- J ubbai, " it would 

be said to liim, ' Thy brother arrived at this place through 
his numerous works of obedience to God, and thou hast 
no such works to set forward,’ ” Suppose then,” said 
Al-Ash'ari, " that the child should say, ‘ This is not my 
fault ; you did not let me live long enough, neither did you 
give me the means of proving my obedience.' ” “ In that 

case,” said Al-Jubbai, the Almighty would say, 'I knew 
that if I allowed thee to live, thou wouldst have been dis- 
obedient and have incurred the punishment of liell ; I 
acted, therefore, for thy advantage.’ ” Well,” said Al- 
Ash'ari, “ and suppose the infidel brother were here to say, 

‘ O God of the Universe ! since Thou knewest what awaited 

also collars of wood or iron round their necks. The figures of devils 
were placed in front of their houses. In 236 A. 11. the Khalif ordered the 
tomb of Husain to be destroyed and its neighbourhood to be laid waste. 
Pilgrimages to it were stopped.’* (Sytiti’s History of the Khalifs.) 
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him, Thou must have known what awaited me ; why then 
didst Thou act for his advantage and not for mine ? ’ ” 
Al-Jul)bai was silent, thoiigh very angry witli liis pupil, who 
was now convinced that the Mu^tazila dogma of mans free- 
will was false, and that God elects some for mercy and some 
for punishment without any motive whatever. Disagreeing 
with his teacher on this point, he soon began to find other 
points of difference, and soon announced his belief that the 
Quran w^as not created. This occurred on a Friday in the 
great mosque at Basrah. Seated in his chair he cried out 
in a loud voice, “ They who know me know who I am ; as 
for those who do not know me, I shall tell them : I am ‘All 
Ibn Isma‘il Al-Ash‘aif, and 1 used to hold that the Quran 
was created, that the eyes (of men) shall not see God, and 
that we ourselves are the authors of our evil deeds ; now 
I have returned to the truth : I renounce these opinions, 
and I take the engagement to refute the Mu‘tazilas and 
expose their infamy and turpitude." 

Another account says that, standing on the steps of the 
pulpit in a mosque at Basrah, he threw away his kaftan 
and said, “ 0 ye who are here met together ! Like as I 
cast away this garment, so do I renounce all I formerly 
believed.” It is no uncommon thing in the history of re- 
ligious beliefs for a man to give up broad and liberal views 
and to return to tlie narrower ways of orthodoxy, but it is 
an uncommon thing for such an one to retain in tlie new 
sphere the methods of the old ; but this is just w'hat Al- 
Asli'arf did. He enlisted on the side of orthodox Islam all 
the dialectical skill of the MuTazilas, and gave to the side 
of the orthodox the weapons of the sceptic. He then 
adopted the scholastic methods, and started a school of 
thought of his own, which was in the main a return to 
orthodoxy. He thus overthrew the liberal school, and his 
principles and methods have ruled the greater part of the 
world of Islam ever since. His own dying words are said 
to liave been, “The curse of God be on the Mu'tazilas : 
their work is delusion and lies.” The result of this retro- 
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gressioii of so able a man is to be regretted, for it undoubt- 
edly retarded the progress of free thought, and helped to 
make Isliiin still more conservative and immobile. It is 
this wliich makes the defection of Al-Asli'arf from the 
Mu'tazila ranks so important an event in Muslim history. 
Had it been otherwisej and liad Al-Ash*ari maintained liis 
liberal views, it may be that the system of Islam would 
have been largely modified, its fierce bigotry softened, its 
culture less pedantic, its susceptibility to foreign and outside 
influences greater, and the lands in which it lias flourished 
more progressive and enlightened. But so it has not been, 
and all has become hard and fast, and apparently immobile 
and unprogressive. 

The Ash‘ariiin doctrines differ slightly from the tenets of 
the Siliitians, of which sect Al-Ash‘arfs disciples form a 
branch. The Ash'arians hold — 

(i.) Tiiat the attributes of God are distinct from His 
essence, yet in such a way as to forbid any comparison being 
made between God and His creatures. They say that they 
are not ‘ain nor ghair,” not of His essence, nor distinct from 
it — Le,, they cannot be compared with any other things. 

(ii.) That God has one eternal will from which proceed 
all things, the good and the evil, the useful and tlie hurtful. 
The destiny of man was written on the eternal table before 
the world was created. So far they go with the Sifiltians, 
but in order to preserve the moral responsibility of man 
they say that he has power to convert will into action.^ 
But this power cannot create anything new, for then God’s 
sovereignty would be impaired ; so they affirm that God in 
His providence so orders matters that whenever “a man 
desires to do a certain thing, good or bad, the action corre- 
sponding to the desire is, there and then, created by God, 
and, as it were, fitted on to the desire.” Thus it seems as 

* “ Thus, if a man becomes an infidel, it is not to be said that it is by 
the decree of God, although it is written on tlie * Concealed Tablet ; ’ it 
is not by the decree or will of God, but by Kasb and choice.’* (Ildshiyab 
of ‘Aqdid-i-Abti’l-Muntahd,” p. 25.) 
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if it came naturally from the will of the man, whereas it 
does not. This action is called Kasb (acquisition), because 
it is acquired by a special creative act of God. “ The 
servant of God, with his actions, confession, and knowledge, 
is created ; so when he is a doer, the thing done is the 
creation of God, for to the servant there is no power, but 
Kasb is lawful.'' Sharastani states that the Mu'tazilas 
entirely denied this idea of Kasb. They said, “ For servants 
there is no Kasb, only intention ; the actions of a servant 
are produced from his own nature." Kasb, then, is an act 
directed to the obtaining of profit or the removing of 
injury ; the term is, therefore, inapplicable to the Deity. 
The Imam Al-Haramain (419-478 A. H.) held ‘"that the 
actions of men were eSected by the power which God has 
created in man.” Abu Ishaqu'l Isfarayain says, “ That 
which maketh impression, or hath influence on action, is a 
compound of the power of God and the power of man.” 

(iii.) They say that the wmrd of God is eternal, though the 
vocal sounds used iu the Quran, which is the manifestation 
of that word, are created. They say that the Qurdn con- 
tains the eternal word which existed in the essence of God 
before time was, and the word which consists of sounds and 
combinations of letters. This last they call the created word. 

Thus Al-Ash"ari traversed the main positions of the 
Mu‘tazilas, denying that man can by the aid of his reason 
alone rise to the knowledge of good and evil. He must 
exercise no judgment, but accept all tliat is revealed. He 
has no right to apply the moral laws which affect men to 
the actions of God. It cannot be asserted by the human 
reason that the good will be rewarded or the bad punished 
in a future world. Man must always approach God as a 
slave, in whom there is no light or knowledge to judge 
of the actions of the Supreme. Whether God will accept 
the penitent sinner or not cannot be asserted, for He is 
an absolute Sovereign, above all law.' 

^ Ibn Khaldiin says : “ L'etablissement des preuves (fondees sur la 
raison) fat adoptd par les (premiers) scolastiques pour le sujet de leur 
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The opinion of the more irrational subdivisions of the 
Sifatians need not be entered into at any length. 

The Mushdbihites (or Assiinilators),^ interpreting some of 
the Mutashabih verses literally, held that there is a resem- 
blance^ between God and His creatures. They quoted in 
support of their opinion a Tradition : My God met me, 
took my hand, embraced me and put one hand between 
my shoulders : when I felt His fingers they were cold.” 
They said that the Deity was capable of local motion, of 
ascending, descending, &c. These they called “ declarative 
attributes,” The Mujassiniians (or Corporealists) declared 
God to be corporeal, by which some of them meant a self- 
subsisting body, whilst others declared the Deity to be 
finite. They are acknowledged to be heretics. 

The Jabrfans gave great prominence to the denial of 
free agency in man, and thus opposed the Mu'tazilas, who 
in this respect are Qadrfans, that is, they deny Al- 
Qadr,” God’s absolute sovereignty, and recognise free will 
in man. The Ash'arians say of themselves that they are 
neither Jabrfans nor Qadrfans, but between the two. 

These and various other subdivisions are not now of much 
importance. The Sunnis follow the teaching of Al-Ash'arf, 
whilst the Shf'ahs incline to that of the Mu'tazilas. 

Connected with the subject of the attributes of God is 
that of the names to be used when speaking of Him. The 
term Allah is said to be the “great name” (Ismu’hA'zam) ; 
it is also the name of the divine essence (Ismu’z-zat) : all 

traitds, mais il ne fut pas, comme chez les philosophes, une tentative pour 
arriver a la decouverte de la vdritd et pour obtenir, au moyen do la demon< 
stration, la connaissance de ce qui dtait ignore jusqu’alors. Los scolas> 
tiquos recherchaicnt dcs preuves intellectuellcs dans le but de confirmer la 
vdritd des dogines, de justifier les opinions des premiers Mu.salradns et de 
repousser les doctrines trompeuscs que les novateurs avaient dinises.” 
(Prolegom6nes d’lbn Khaldtin, vol. iii. p. 169.) 

^ “ As regards the views held on Mutashdbih verses by the Ahl-i-Sunnat, 
the Mushdbihites held quite different views, but they considered the 
Qurdn to be eternal.” (Sharastdni in Milal wa Nihal, pp. 85, 87.) 

^ “ It was a resemblance only. This body (God’s) is not like the bodies 
(of men).” Sharastdni in Milal wa Nil;al, p. 87.) 
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other titles are names based on qualities or attributes 
(Asmji-as-Sifat). All sects agree in this, that the names 
“ the Living, the Wise, the Powerful, the Hearer, the Seer, 
the Speaker,” and so on, are to be applied to God ; but the 
orthodox belief is that all such names must be “ tauqlfi,” 
that is, dependent on some revelation. Thus it is not 
lawful to a2iply a name to God expressive of one of His 
attributes, unless there is some statement made or order 
given by Muhammad to legalise it. God is rightly called 
Shdfl (Healer), but He cannot be called Tabib, which means 
much the same thing, for the simple reason that the W'ord 
Tabib is never applied in the Quran or the Traditions 
to God. In like manner the term ‘Alim (Knower) is 
lawful, but not so the expression ‘Aqil (Wise). MuTazilas 
say that if in the Qunlri or Traditions there is any praise 
of an attribute, then the adjective formed from the name 
of that attribute can be aj^plied to God even though the 
actual word does not occur in any revelation. Al-Gliazzilli 
says, “ Tlie names of God not given in the Law, if expres- 
sive of His glory, may be used of Him, but only as expres- 
sive of His attributes, not of His nature.” On the ground 
that it does not occur in the Law, the Persian word 
“ Khudil ” lias been objected to, an objection which also 
holds good with regard to the use of such terms as God, 
Dieii, Gott. To this it is answered, tliat as “Khudil” 
means “ one who comes by himself,” it is equivalent to the 
term Wiljibu'l-Wajud, “one who has necessary existence,*’ 
and therefore, so long as it is not considered as the Isin-i- 
zilt, it may with propriety be used. 

The opinion now seems to be that the proper name equal 
to the term Allah current in a language can be used ; 
provided always that such a name is not taken from the 
language of the Infidels ; so God, Dieii, Gott, still remain 
unlawful. The names of God authorised by the Qurau and 
Traditions are, exclusive of the term Allah, ninety-nine in 
number. They are called the AsmA^-i-llusml, according to 
the verse, “ Most excellent names has God : by these call ye 
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on Him, and stand aloof from those who pervert Ilis titles ’’ 
(S. vii. 179). There is a Tradition to the effect that the 
Ismu-1-A‘zani is known only to prophets and to saints, 
and that whosoever calls upon God by this name will 
obtain all his desires. The result is that Sufis and Dar- 
wishes profess to spend much time in the search for this 
name, and, when they say they have found it, they acquire 
much influence over the superstitious. 

The following texts of the Quran are adduced to prove 
the nature of the divine attributes : — 

(i.) Life. ‘"There is no God but He, the Living, the 
Eternal” (S. ii. 256). ‘^Put thy trust in Him that liveth 
and dieth not ” (S. xxv. 60). 

(2.) Knowledge. “Dost thou not see that God knoweth 
all that is in the heavens, and all that is in the earth ” (S. 
Iviii. 8). “With Him are the keys of the secret things; 
none knoweth them but He : He knoweth whatever is 
on the land and in the sea; and no leaf falleth but He 
knoweth it ; neither is there a grain in the darknesses of 
the earth, nor a thing green or sere, but it is noted in a 
distinct writing” (S. vi. 59). 

(3.) Power. “If God pleased, of their ears and of their 
eyes would Ho surely deprive them. Verily God is al- 
mighty ” (S. ii. 19). “Is He not powerful enough to 
quicken the dead ? ” (S. Ixxv. 40). "" God hath power over 

all things” (S. iii. 159). 

(4.) Will. “God is worker of that He willeth” (S. 
Ixxxv. 16). “But if God pleased, He \vould surely bring 
them, one and all, to the guidance” (S. vi. 35). “God 
misleadcth whom He will, and whom He will He guideth — 
God doeth His pleasure” (S. xiv. 4, 32). As tliis last 
attribute is closely connected with the article of the Creed 
which refers to Predestination, the different opinions re- 
garding it will be stated under that head. 

There has never been any difference of opinion as to the 
existence of these four attributes so clearly described in the 
Quran : the difference is with regard to the mode of their 
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existence and their operation. There is the ancient Sifdtian 
doctrine that the attributes are eternal and of the essence 
of God, the Mu‘tazfla theory that they are not eternal, and 
the Ash'arian dogma that they are eternal but distinct 
from His essence. 

There is great difference of opinion with regard to the 
next three attributes of hearing, sight, speech. For the 
existence of the two first of these the following verses 
are quoted : — “ He truly heareth and knoweth all things ” 
(S. xliv. 5); ^‘No vision taketh in Him, but He taketh in 
all vision” (S. vL 103). The use of the terms sitting, 
rising, hands, face, eyes, has also given rise to much differ- 
ence of opinion. The commentator Baizavf says: “Cer- 
tainly ‘sitting on the throne’ is an attribute of God, but 
its manner is not known.” He considers the verse which 
speaks of it to be metaphorical (mutashabih). Al-Ghazzalf 
says : “ He sits upon His throne after that manner which 
He has Himself described, and in that sense which He 
Himself means, which is a sitting far remote from any 
notion of contact or resting upon, or local situation.” This 
is the Ash‘arfan idea. The followers of Imam Ibn Ilanbal 
say that such words represent the attributes existing in 
God. The words “ God sits on His throne ” mean that He 
has the power of sitting. They say, “ We keep the literal 
meaning of the words ; we allow no figurative interpretation. 
To do so is to introduce a dangerous principle of interpre- 
tation, for the negation of the apparent sense of a passage 
may tend to weaken the authority of revelation. At the 
same time we do not pretend to explain the act, for it is 
written, ‘There is none like unto Him’ (S. cxii.); ‘Nought 
is there like Him * (S. xlii. 9) ; ‘ Unworthy the estimate 
they form of God’” (S. xxii. 73). To prove that God 
occupies a place, they produce the following Tradition : 
“ IbnuT-Hilkim wished to give liberty to a female slave, 
Saouda, and consulted the Prophet about it. Mufiammad 
said to her, ‘ Where is God ? ’ ‘In heaven,’ she replied. 
‘ Set her at liberty ; she is a true believer.’ ” Not, say 
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the Commentators, because she believed that God occupied 
a place, but because she took the words in their literal 
signification. The Shfahs consider it wrong to attribute 
to God movement and quiescence, for these imply the 
possession of a body. They hold, too, in opposition to the 
orthodox, that God will never be seen, for that which is 
seen is limited by space. 

The seventh attribute, speech, has been fruitful of a very 
long and important controversy connected with the nature 
of the Quran, for the word Kaldm ” means not mere 
speech, but revelation and every other mode of communi- 
cating intelligence. Al-Ghazzdli says : “ He doth speak, 
command, forbid, promise, and threaten by an eternal 
ancient word, subsisting in His essence. Neither is it 
like to the word of the creatures, nor doth it consist in 
a voice arising from the commotion of the air and the 
collision of bodies, nor letters which are separated by the 
joining together of the lips or the motion of the tongue. 
The Qurdn, the Law, the Gospel, and the Psalter are books 
sent down by Him to His Apostles, and the Qurdn, indeed, 
is read with tongues, written in books, and is kept in hearts; 
yet, as subsisting in the essence of God,^ it doth not become 
liable to separation and division whilst it is transferred into 
the hearts and on to paper. Thus Moses also heard the 
word of God without voice or letter, even as the saints 
behold the essence of God without substance or accident.” 
Abii llaiiffa, in the Wasiydt (p. 3), says: "The Qurdn is 
the Kaldm Ulldh, inspired, sent by Him and His attribute. 
It is not He, nor other than He (la hli wa Id ghairahu) ; 
written in books, read with tongues, remembered in hearts, 
but not entering into them. The letters, ink, paper, writ- 
ing — all these are created, for these are the work of servants. 
The Kaldm is not created, for the writing, letters, words, 
and verses are only the instruments of the Qurdn, needed 

^ The orthodox believe the Kahlm to be of God's nature (Qiiim ba Zdtahu), 
as other attributes are, without reference to letters and sounds. (Bazd’i- 
Ma‘dni, p. 14.) 
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for servants of God. He who says the Kahlin is created 
is a Kafir.** Abu’l-Miintahsl in the 'Aqafd (p. 15) says: 
“ A 1 Kaldm is not created, but the letters, paper, and 
writing are, being the work of men ; these letters are the 
instruments of the Quran. If a person says the ‘ Word of 
God * is created, he is a KAfir : if he says ‘ it is created,’ 
meaning the Kalam-i-nafsi, he too is a Kdfir, because he 
denies an eternal attribute : if he says ' it is created,' mean- 
ing tliereby only the words, &c., but not the eternal attri- 
bute, he commits a fault by this way of speaking, for his 
ortliodoxy may be doubted.” 

The orthodox believe that God is really a speaker : the 
Mu'tazilas deny this, and say that He is only called a 
speaker because He is the originator of words and sounds. 
They also bring the following objections to bear against 
the doctrine of tlie eternity of the Qurdn : — ( i .) It is written 
in Arabic, it descended, is read, is heard, and is written. 
It was the subject of a miracle. It is divided into parts, 
and some verses are abrogated by others. (2.) Events are 
described in the past tense, but if the Quran had been 
eternal the future tense would have been used. (3.) The 
Qun'in contains commands and prohibitions; if it is eternal, 
who were commanded and who were admonished ? (4.) If 

it has existed from eternity it must exist to eternity, and 
so even in the last day, and in the next world, men will 
be under the obligation of performing the same religious 
duties as they do now, and of keeping all the outward 
precepts of the law. (5.) If the Qurdn is eternal, then 
there are two eternals. (6.) Men could produce its like 
in eloquence and arrangement. 

The position thus assailed was not at first a liard and 
fast dogma of IslAm. It was more a speculative opinion 
than anything else, but the opposition of the Alu^tazilas 
soon led all who wished to be considered orthodox to 
become stout assertors of the eternity of the Qurtln, and 
to give up their lives in defence of what they believed to 
be true. The Mu'tazilas, by asserting the subjective nature 
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of the Quranic inspiration, brought the book itself within 
the reach of criticism. This was too much for orthodox 
Islilm to bear, even though the Khallf Mdmiiii in the 
year 212 a . h . issued a fatvd declaring that all who asserted 
the eternity of the Qunui were guilty of heresy. Jalalu’d- 
din As-Syiiti, in his History of the Khalifs, says: *'In the 
year 212 a . ii . Al-Miiuidn made public his doctrine on the 
non-creation of the Quran, but the people shrank from it 
with aversion, so for a while he remained quiet ; but in the 
year 218 he wrote to his prefect in Baghdad, Islniq bin 
Ibraluniul-Khuzj'ti, as follows : ‘ Verily the Prince of the 
Faithful is aware that the public at large, and the general 
herd of the rabble and vulgar mob, who have no insight 
nor knowledge, nor seek illumination from the light of 
Musdom and its demonstration, are a people ignorant of God 
and blind in regard to Him, and in error as to the truth 
of His doctrine, and fail to estimate Him according to the 
reality of His transcendence, and to arrive at a true know- 
ledge of Him, and to distinguish between Him and His 
creature, and that inasmuch as they have formed an ill 
opinion of the difference between Him and His creation 
and what He hath revealed in the Qurdn, for tliey are 
agreed upon its being from the beginning, not created by 
God, nor produced by Him, yet the Most High hath said: 

‘ Verily we have made the same an Arabic Qunin ' (S. 
xl. III). Now, indeed, whatever He hath made He hath 
created, as the Most High hath said: ‘And hath created 
the darkness and the light’ (S. vi.), and ‘We relate unto 
thee the histories of the apostles ' (S. xi.), viz., of what had 
previously occurred, wherefore He announceth that He 
relateth events subsequent to which He produced the 
Qurdn. Again He says : ‘ This book, the verses of which 
are guarded against corruption, and are also distinctly 
explained’ (S. xi.). Therefore is He the guardian of this 
book and its expounder. He is therefore its maker and 
originator.” The Khalff goes on to accuse those who differ 
from him of spiritual pride, and calls them “vessels of 
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ignorance and beacons of falsehood, men whose testimony 
should be rejected.” He says to Ishdq bin Ibrahim : “ As- 
semble the Qdzis that are with thee, and read to them my 
letter, and question them as to what they maintain, and 
discover from them what they believe in regard to the 
creation of the Qurdn, and inform them that I seek no 
assistance in my service, nor do I put any confidence in 
one who is untrustworthy in his faith. If they allow it, 
and are of one accord, then command them to interrogate 
those witnesses that come before them as to their belief 
in the matter of the Qurdn.” Seven famous Qdzis were 
accordingly sent for to hold a personal interview with Al- 
Mdmi'in. Many, including Hanbal, Walid, and other famous 
doctors, were also summoned to the presence of Ishdq bin 
Ibrahim and examined. The following is a fair sample of 
what then took place. Ishdq said to Ibnu’l-Bakd, What 
dost thou say ? ” Bakd replied, I declare, on the authority 
of the revealed text, that the Qurdn was made and brought 
into existence.” Ishdq said, “ And what is made is 
created ? ” Yes.” Therefore,” rejoined Ishdq, “ the 
Qurdn is created.” So nothing satisfactory came out of 
this inquiry, and Al-Mdrntin wrote yet again : What the 
pretenders to orthodoxy and the seekers after the authority 
for which they are unfitted have replied has reached me. 
Now, whoso doth not admit that the Qurdn is created, 
suspend his exercise of judicial powers and his authority 
to relate traditions.” Individual messages were also sent : 

Tell Bishar that if he denieth that the Qurdn is created, 
that his head shall be smitten off and sent to me.” To 
another he said, “ The sword is behind thee.” All were 
threatened, and were in mortal fear lest they should lose 
their lives, for Al-Mdmiin, hearing that they had assented 
under compulsion only, had summoned them to his pre- 
sence; but on their way they heard that he was dead. 
‘‘ Thus,” says the historian, “ the Lord was merciful to 
them and banished their fear.” 

It was during the persecution carried on by the next 
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Khalff, Al-Ma'tasim, that the Imdm Ahmad Ibn Ilanbal 
was severely beaten and then imprisoned, because he re- 
fused to assent to the truth of the decree issued by the 
Khalif Al-Mdrniin in the year 212 A.ir. AI Buwaiti, a 
famous disciple of As-Shdfi‘i, used an ingenious argu- 
ment to fortily his own mind when being punished by 
the order of the Klialff. He was taken all the way from 
Cairo to Baghdad, and told to confess that the Quran was 
created. On his refusal, he was imprisoned at Baghdad, 
and there remained in chains till the day of his death. As 
Ar-Edbi Ibn Sulaiman says : “ I saw Al Buwaiti mounted 
on a mule : round his neck was a wooden collar, on his 
legs were fetters, from these to the collar extended an iron 
chain to which was attached a clog weighing fifty pounds. 
Whilst they led liim on he continued repeating these 
words, ‘ Almighty God created the world by means of the 
word Be ! Now, if that word was created, one created thing 
would have created another ; * ” which he held to be impos- 
sible. Al Buwaiti here refers to the verse, Verily our 
speech unto a thing when we will the same is that we only 
say to it ‘Be,’ and it is, — Kun fayakiina” (S. xxxvi. 82). 
This, in the way Al Buwaiti applied it, is a standing argu- 
ment of the orthodox to prove that the Quran was not 
created.^ 

When times changed men were put to death for holding 
just the opposite opinion. The Imam As-Sluifi'i held a 
public disputation in Baghdad with llafs, a Mu‘tazila 
preacher, on this very point. Shafi‘f quoted the verse, 
“ God said Be, and it is,” and asked, “ Did not God create 
all things by the word Be ? ” llafs assented, for, unlike 
Al Buwaiti, he considered it quite possible. “ If then the 
Quran was created, must not the word Be have been created 
with it?” Hafs could not deny so plain a proposition. 

1 The verse, “Nay, but it (Qurdn) is a warning, written on honoured 
pages, exalted, purified’* (S. Ixxx. 11-12), is said to refer to the eternal 
copy on the Lauh-i-Mahfug ; but Zamakshjlrf, a MuTazila commentator 
(520-613 A.ir.), says that the words “honoured pages” refer to books of 
preceding Prophets with which the Qurdn agrees in substance. 
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“Then,” said Shafi‘1, “all things, according to you, were 
created by a created being, which is a gross inconsistency 
and manifest impiety.” Thus he too proved to his own 
satisfaction that the Qunln was not created. Hafs, who 
liad asserted that it was created, was reduced to silence, and 
such an efiect had Shafi'i s logic on the audience that they 
pat llafs to death as a pestilent heretic. Thus did the 
Ash‘ariari opinions of the subject of the Divine attributes 
again gain the mastery. 

The MuTazilas failed, and the reason why is plain. 
They were, as a rule, influenced by no high spiritual 
motives; often they were mere quibblers. They sought 
no light in an external revelation. Driven to a reaction 
by the rigid system they combated, they would have made 
reason alone their chief guide. The nobler spirits among 
them were impotent to regenerate the faith they professed 
to follow. It was, however, a great movement, and at one 
time it threatened to change the wdiole nature of Ishim. 
This period of Muslim history, famed as tliat in which the 
effort was made to cast off the fetters of the rigid system 
which Islam was gradually tightening by the increased 
authority given to traditionalism and to the refinements 
of the four Imams, was undoubtedly a period of, com- 
paratively speaking, high civilisation. Baghdad, the capital 
of the Khallfate, was a busy, populous, well-governed city. 
This it mainly owed to the influence of the Persian family 
of the Barmecides, one of whom was Vizier to the Khalif 
Haninn’r-llashld, Hariin’s fame as a good man is quite 
undeserved. It is true that he was a patron of learning, 
that his empire was extensive, that lie gained many 
victories, that his reign was the culminating point of Arab 
grandeur. But for all that, he was a morose despot, a cruel 
man, thoroughly given up to pleasures of a very question- 
able nature. Drunkenness, in this brilliant period of 
Muslim history, is said to have been common at court.^ 

1 It is, however, only fair to state that Ibn Khaldfm (vol. i pp. 35-36) 
maintains that what they drank was date-wine or date-wort (uabid). 



THE MODERN MU'TAZILAS 


193 


Imdm Alimad Ibn Hanbal says : “ A man came to me and 
said, ‘May I say Namaz behind an Imdm who drinks 
wine?’ I replied ‘No.’ He again said, ‘May I say it 
after one who says that the Qurdn is created ? ’ I replied, 
‘ What ! have I forbidden you to say it after a Musalnuin, 
and wilt thou say it after an infidel ?’” The man who drank 
remained a Muslim, the man who exercised freedom of 
thought became an infidel — a curious illustration of the 
relative value attached to what was deemed moral and 
speculative error. Plots and intrigues were ever at work. 
Such was the state of one of the greatest periods of Muslim 
rule, a time most favourable for the development of any 
good which Isldm might have possessed. Whatever glory 
is attached to this period is, however, connected with an 
epoch when heresy was specially prevalent and orthodoxy 
was weak in Baghddd. The culture of the time was in 
spite of, not on account of, the influence of orthodox 
Islam, 

Colonel Osborn, in his valuable work, “ Isldm under the 
Khal/fs,” says : “ The free-thinkers (Mu‘tazilas) loft no 
traces of themselves except in the controversial treatises 
they had written. These were destroyed, and with their 
destruction, the last vestiges of the conflict between free 
thought and the spirit of Isldm were obliterated.” This 
was true a few years ago, but recent movements in India 
show that the influence of the Mu‘tazilas is not altogether 
lost. Thus, a recent writer, speaking of the development 
and growth of new ideas amongst Indian Musalmdns, goes 
on to use these words : “ Belonging, as I do, to the little 
known, though not unimportant, philosophical and legal 
school of the Mu‘tazilas, and thus occupying a vantage- 
ground of observation as regards the general progress of 
ideas among other sections of the Musalmans in India, 

which, according to the tenets of the Hanifite sect, is not unlawful. He 
considers that drunkenness was a crime of which they were not capable, 
but the effort which he makes to avert the suspicion seems to show that it 
was very generally believed. 

N 
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I cannot but observe the movement which has been going 
on for some time among them. The advancement of culture 
and the development and growtli of new ideas have begun 
to exercise the same influence on them as on other races 
and peoples. The younger generation is tending uncon- 
sciously towards the Mu'tazila doctrines.”^ I have already 
shown that the general tendency of the Mu'tazila movement 
was towards a more liberal view of inspiration and the use 
of reason in matters of religion. Tliis view is now re- 
asserted with much force by Maulavi Cheragh ‘All Sdhib, 
a great scholar in both Eastern and Western learning, 
and a distinguished official in the service of the Nizdm 
of Ilaidarabad. He says : ‘‘ A prophet is neither imma- 
culate nor infallible. A prophet feels that his mind is 
illumined by God, and the thoughts which are expressed 
by him and spoken or written under this influence are to 
be regarded as the words of God. This illumination of the 
mind, or effect of the divine influence, differs in the prophet 
according to the capacity of the recipient, or according to 
the circumstances — physical and moral and religious — in 
which he is placed,”^ This is quite contrary to the 
orthodox view of inspiration, or wahf, and is not in accord- 
ance with the received teaching of the orthodox divines ; 
nor, so far as I know, has this liberal view ever been 
propounded by a Musalman scholar unacquainted with 
Western and Christian modes of thought. Another writer, 
approaching the subject from a different standpoint, says : 
“The present stagnation of the Muhammaddu community 
is principally due to the notion which has fixed itself in the 
minds of the generality of Muslims that the right to the 
exercise of private judgment ceased with the early legists, 
that its exercise in modern times is sinful, that a Muslim, 
in order to be regarded as an orthodox follower of Mul.iam- 
mad, should abandon his judgment absolutely to the 
interpretations of men who lived in the ninth century 

^ “ Personal Law of the Muhammadilns,” by Syed AmSr ‘Ali, p. xi. 

2 “ Critical Exposition of Jihiid,” by Cheragh ‘AH, p. Ixix. 
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and could have no conception of the nineteenth. ... No 
account is taken of the altered circumstances in which 
Muslims are now placed. The conclusions at which these 
learned legists arrived several centuries ago are held to be 
equally applicable to the present day.” ^ 

I have shown in the first chapter of this book that the 
glory of orthodox Islam is the finality of the revelation 
and of its law, and that its fixed and final nature is the 
real barrier to any enlightened improvement in purely 
Muhammadan states. This is also admitted by the men 
whom we may call the modern Mu‘tazilas. Syed Arnir 
‘All says : “ The Church and State were linked together ; 
the Khalif was the Imam — temporal chief as well as 
spiritual head. With the advance of time, and as despotism 
fixed itself upon the habits and customs of the people, and 
as the Khalif became the arbiter of their fate, without 
check or hindrance from jurisconsult or legist, patristicism 
took hold of the minds of all classes of society. . . . What 
had been laid down by the Fathers is unchangeable and 
beyond the range of discussion. The Faith may be carried 
to the land of the Esquimaux, but it must go with rules 
framed for the guidance of Irakians.” ^ Maulavi Oheragh 
‘Ali writes in the same strain : Slavish adherence to the 
letter, and the taking not the least notice of the spirit of the 
Quran, is the sad characteristic of the Quranic interpreters 
and of the deductions of the Miihammadjln doctors. . . . 
There are certain points in which the Common Law is 
irreconcilable with the modern needs of Islam, whether in 
India or in Turkey, and requires modification. ... It was 
only from some oversight on the part of the compilers of 
the Common Law that, in the first place, the civil precepts 
of a transitory nature, and as a mediate step leading to 
a higher reform, were taken as final ; and, in the second 
place, the civil precepts adapted for the dwellers of the 
Arabian desert were pressed upon the necks of all ages and 

^ “ spirit of IsUm,” by Syed Amir ‘Ali, p. 287. 

3 Ibid., p. 521. 
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countries. A social system for barbarism ought not to be 
imposed on a people already possessing higher forms of 
civilisation.'' ^ 

These quotations fully support all that I have said in 
previous ]>ages on this subject. It is true that all this is 
not ap])r()ved ; indeed it is severely condemned. Still these 
statements do bear witness to the accuracy of tlie con- 
clusions at wliicli European writers competent to deal with 
the subject have arrived. Those staternoiits also show tliat 
the deductions made by such European writers from tlie 
history of the past and from Muslim theological literature 
have been correct. Talgrave, for example, says nothing 
stronger than these Indian Muhammadan writers state when, 
speaking of tlie stagnation of Islam, he says: “We cannot 
refrain from remarking that the Iskimio identification of 
religion and law is an essential defect in the system, and 
a serious liindraiice to the development of gooil govern- 
ment and social progress.” 

From the writings of these enlightened Musalmans it is 
clear tliat to the Shari^at, as viewed in its finality by the 
orthodox, tlie following objections more or less apply, viz. : 
tliat an imperfect code of ethics lias been made a permanent 
standard of good and evil and a final irrevocable law ; that 
the Shari‘at deals witli precepts rather than with principles ; 
that it has leil to formality of worship ; tliat by it Islam is 
rendered stationary and unable to adapt itself to tlie varying 
circumstances of time and place. In order to remove those 
difliciilties, it is said that the Sharfat is not really the sacred 
and final code whicli the canonical legists liave stated it 
to be ; but that it is Common Law which can be changed 
when circumstances require it. Tlius, JVIaulavf Cheragh 
‘All says: “The Muhammadan Common Law, or Shari^at, 
if it can bo called Common Law, as it does not contain any 
Statute Law, is by no means unchangeable or unalterable.” “ 
“ The legislation of the Miihammaddu Common Law cannot 

^ “ lleforms under Moslem Rule,” p. ii. 

2 “Critical Exposition of Jilidd,” j). xcii. 
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be called immutable ; on the contrary, it is changeable and 
progressive.” ^ I am not aware tliat any responsible Muham- 
madan ruler holds this view that the Shaii‘at is Coinmou 
Law and therefore changeable, nor has any Musalnnin state, 
so far as I know, except when compelled by some stronger 
and more civilised non-Muslim Government, attempted to 
make any such clianges. The Sultan of Turkey, wlio, as 
the nominal Khalif, is the religious head and guide of the 
Sunni Mnsalmans has, at times, to bond to the su2:)erior 
will and power of his stronger neighbours and to make 
de[)artures from the Shari'at ; but this, which to the 
ortliodox mind is a dereliction of duty, is excused because 
ho must submit to force majeure. It is indeed fully ad- 
mitted by the men of what we may call tlie New Islam in 
India that the great body of the authorised teachers of the 
past is against them ; but it is said that no regard is to 
be paid to the opinions and theories of tlio Mmpillids.” 

The movement of the ancient JIii‘tazilas was almost 
entirely an intellectual one; they left moral questions alone. 
In this respect the modern MiiTazilas are far aliead of their 
predecessors. It would take me far beyond my subject to 
pursue this aspect of the case ; but the opinion of some of 
the most cultured and enlightened of the Indian Musalmans 
is ill full accordance with the words of Syed Amfr ‘All, 
wlio says : “ The conviction is gradually forcing itself on all 
sides, in all advanced Muslim communities, tliat j)olygamy 
is as iiiiKdi opposed to the teachings of Muhammad as it is 
to the general progress of civilised society and true (uilture.” ^ 
The statement tliat polygamy is opposed to the teachings 
of aMuhammad cannot be substantiate<l ; but the fact that 
many enlightened Musalmans now repudiate the practice 
is correct. Although the liberal views of tliese writers to 
whom I have referred do not alter the fact of the non- 
progressive nature of Islam, nor sliow that the opinions of 

^ “ Kftfornjs under Moslem Rule,’' i‘. xiii. 

“ Ibid., p. vii. 

“Spirit of IsUm,” p. 327 . 
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the ortliodox theolof'iaiis arc not correct : vet this movement. 

O ' w 

on the part of men, dct‘ply influenced by Western cnltnre 
and abectod by the environment of a liiglier civilisation, 
towards freedom of thought and a truer moral life, is one 
of the deepest interest. It is not in lands under Muslim 
rule wlierc tlie Law and Faith of Isbnn have full sway, but 
in Eritisl) India wo find men of these advanced views- 
Tliey are entirely out of touch with the many millions of 
Indian Muslims who repudiate entirely all such liberal 
ideas. ^ I'he ])02uilar opinion, which classes them as persons 
who liave rejected a revealed religion for a mere religion of 
]iatnre, is not correct ; hut the fact that they are so looked 
112)011 detracts material ly from their claim to ho regarded 
as trustwortliy exponents of Islam as it has been, and is 
now, known and received in all Muslim lands. ]f Ishiin 
possesses in itself all tlie regenerative power claimed for it, 
if the wonderful words of the IVophet breathed new force 
and infused new life into the dormant heart of Humanity, 
if the Arabs went forth inspired by the teaching of ^luham- 
mad to elevate and civilise,” we may surely look to Arai)ia 
to see some fruit of it all. Yet that land, the centre of 
Isl;im under its most revered teaclicrs, the Muftis of the 
great legal systems, the home of its most sacred s]>ot, a 
pilgrimage to which ensures salvation ; the land in wliich 
its sacred language — the language of the uncreated Quran 
and so of lieaven — is tlie mother- tongue of the people ; 
this land is now liopelessly behind almost every other land, 

^ “A remjirk.T,blG instance of enlightened Muhaininadilnism has voeently 
been seen in jUr. Syerl Amir ‘Ah’s ‘SSpiriL of Islsiin,” in whieh tho 

or scholastic tradition, i.s wholly set aside ; the right of private in- 
t(;rj>retation of the Quran is maintained, and tlie adaptability of Isljini to 
the most advancc<l ideas of civilisation is w’annly upheld. Ibit such .men 
as Syed Amir ‘All are very rare, and cannot strictly be called jUiisliiiis ; no 
respectable momber of the ‘iriainit or religions jurists would tolerate them. 
They may bo Tsliimit ical theists — jnst as tUevo is a Theism formed upon 
Christianity but tliey are not orthodox Muslims. To tho true Muhani- 
inadan, authority is everything, and his authority, the Qunln, Suiinat, and 
Ijrailg tolls tlieui. . . .” (“Studies in a Moscpie,” by Stanley Lanc-roMle^, 
P- 324 ) 
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Christian or non-Christian, in the world to-day. At distant 
intervals there liave been brilliant periods under Muslim 
rule ; but it lias always been when lieterodoxy lins been 
supreme, as in the day of Al Mamun at Baghdad and 
under Akbar in India. The Moors in Spain attained to 
some decree of culture, which they entirely lost wlion tlioy 
retired to Africa, Syed Amir ‘AH accounts for this by 
sayini^ tliat the retention of culture depends on the sur- 
roLllulin^s,’' — a statement which unwittingly admits tliat not 
to Tsliim, but to the Christian and Jewish culture of Spain 
the Moors owed wliat they then liad gained. Still, the 
I)rotost against tlie traditionalism of the past and tlie l)igotry 
of the ]jresent is a noble one, and if we place it in its true 
relation to orthodox Ishim, we may watcli its growth with 
much interest. It will raise individuals, purify the family 
life of some, and stir up in its adlierentwS a desire for useful 
knowledge ; but on Islam as a religion and a polity it will 
have little cHect. 

With this digression wc must now return to the con- 
sideration of the second article of tlie creed. 

2. Angels. — Of this article of the creed .i\ruhainniad 
Al-Berkevi says : — 

“We must confess that God has angels wlio ac.‘t according to 
His order, and who do not rebel against Him. TJiey neillier esat 
nor drink, nor is there amongst tliom any di(rorenc(5 of sex. They 
are 011 earth, and in lioavcn, some liavc charge of num and rc^cord 
all their actions. 8oine angels are higli in .stature and an? pos- 
sessed of gn^at power. Such an 011(3 is Oahriel (JilmVij), wlio in 
the space of one lionr can descend from Injaven to eartlj, and who 
with one wing can lift up a inonutain. 

“ We must believe in ‘Izra’il, wlio receives the souls of men wlien 
they die, and in Isrilfil, into whose charge is conimiltcd th(j 
trumpet. When he rcceive.s the order, he will Idov/ sucli a tceaihle 
blast that all living things wdll die. This is the cominencemciit of 
the last day ” (8. xxxix. 68, 69). 

Tins confession of faith makes no mention of MikiHl 
(Michael), the fourth of the archangels. His special duty is 
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to see that all created beings have what is needful for tlieir 
sustenance. Isralil is said to liave a very pleasant voice, 
to which ail allusion is made in the Masiiavi of JahUu'd-din 
Ihiini, where a good minstrel is spoken of as one whose 
song is 

“ Like nf Tsn'ifil, 'vvliose frump on Juclgment Hay 
Will -wake the dead to life ; liis made the ►saddest gay.” 

The one desire of angels is to love and to know God. 
‘‘ All beings in the heaven and on the earth are His : and 
they who are in His presence disdain not His service, 
neither are they wearied : they praise Him day and night 
(S. xxi. 19, 20). They are free from all sin. It is true 
that they did not wish for the creation of Adfim, and this 
may seem like a want of confidence in God. It is said, 
liowever, that their object was not to oppose God, but to 
relieve their minds of the doubts tliey had in the matter. 
Thus “ When the Lord said to tlie angels, ‘ Verily, T am 
about to place one in my stead on earth,’ they said, ‘ Wilt 
tlioii place tlieie one who will do ill tlierein, and shed 
])lo()d when wo celebrate thy praise and extol thy holi- 
ness ? ’ God said, ‘ Verily I know what ye know not.* ** 
It is also true that Iblfs was disobedient, but tben he 
belonged not to the angelic order, but to that of tlie jinn. 
“ When we said to the angels, ‘ Prostrate yourselves before 
Adam,* they all prostrated themselves save Iblis, wlio was 
of the jinn, and revolted from his Lord’s behest” (S. xviii. 
48; ii. 33 )- 

Aii_<j;els sometimes appear in human form, but usually 
they are invisible. They intercede for man: “The angels 
celebrate tlie praise of their Lord and ask forgiveness 
for the dwellers on earth ” (S. xlii. 3). Tliey also act 
as guardian angels : Each hath a succession of angels 
before him nnd behind him, wTio watch over him by God’s 
behest” (S. xiii. 12). it not enough for you that 

your Lord aideth you with three thousand angels sent 
down from on high?” (S. iii. 120). “Supreme over 
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Ilis servants, ITe sendeth forth guardians who watch over 
you, until, when death overtaketh any one of you, our 
messengers take his soul and fail not” (S. vi. 6i). In 
the Traditions it is said that God has appointed for every 
man two angels to watch over him by day, and two by 
night. The one stands on the right-hand side of the man, 
tlie other on Ids left. They are called tlie Miudqqibfit, 
those who succeed one anotlier. They also bear the 
name of Kiramu’l-Katibfn, "'tlie illustrious recorders” (S. 
Ixxxii, lo). Tliey are referred to in the (»>uran. “They 
think that we hear not their secrets and tlicir private 
talk ? YeSj and our angels who are at their sides write 
them down” (8. xliii. 8o). Also, “Truly they are the 
guardians over you, illustrious recorders, cognisant of your 
actions.” “AVhen the two angels charged with taking 
account shall take it, the one sitting on the riglit liand, 
the other on the left” (S. 1 . i6). Al-fhiizilvf says that 
Tradition records that the angel on the riglit hand is 
more merciful than the angel on the left. If the latter 
has to record a bad action, the other says, “ Wait a little 
for seven hours ; perhaps he may pray for or ask pardon.” 
There is an angel who rolls up the record taken by the 
Kinlmiri-Kiltibin : “ On that day we will roll up the 

heavens as Sijil rolls up the books” (S. x.xi. 104). The 
commentator Kaizavi says that Sijil is the name of the 
angel who rolls up the Hook of Actions ; but adds it is also 
the name of a written scroll, in wldch ease the translation 
would bo “as tlie rolling up of the written scroll.” The 
opinion of tlie Commentators is divided as to tlio true 
interpretation. 

There are eight angels who support tlie throne of God. 
“And tlie angels shall be on its sides, and over them on 
that day eight shall bear up the throne of tliy Lord ” 
(S. Ixix. 1 7). Nineteen hai^e charge of hell. “ Over it 
are nineteen. None but angels have we made guardians 
of the fire ” (S. Ixxiv. 30). 

There is a special arrangement made by ITovidence to 
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mitigate the evils of Satanic interference. “IbliSj” says 
Jiibir llnglirabf, “ though able to assume all other forms, is 
not permitted to appear in the semblance of the Deity, or 
any of llis angels or prophets. There would otherwdse be 
lunch danger to liiiinan salvation, as he might, under the 
ap])parance of one of the prophets, or of some superior 
being, make use of this power to seduce iiieii to sin.*' 

The story of Haiiit and Mariit is of some interest from 
its conneci.ion witli the question of the impeccability of the 
angels. Speaking of those who reject God’s Apostle, the 
Qurjui says: “And they followed what the Satans read in 
the reign of Solomon ; not tliat Solomon was unbelieving, 
but the Satans were nubelieviiig. Sorcery did they teach 
to men, and what had been revealctl to the two angels 
lliirut and Marnt at Babel. Yet no man did tliese two 
teacli until they had said, ‘We are only a temptation. Be 
thou not an iiiib(dievor ’ (S. ii. 96). The story goes that 

in tlie time of the prophet Enoch, when the angels saw" the 
bad act ions of men, they said : “ O Lord 1 Adam and his 
descendants, whom Thou hast appointed as Thy viccigerents 
on earth, act disobediently.” To which the Lord replied : 
“ If I w'ore to send you on earth, and to give you lustful 
and angry dispositions, you too would sin.” The angels 
thought otherwn'se; so God told them to select two of their 
number who should undergo this ordeal. They selected 
two renowned for devotion and piety. God having im- 
planted in them the passions of lust and anger, said : 
“All (lay go to and fro on the earth, put an end to the 
quarrels of m(ni, ascribe no equal to Me, do not commit 
adultery, drink no wine, and every night repeat th(3 IsmuT- 
A‘zam, and return to heaven.” This they did for some 
time, but at length a beautiful woman named Zuhra 
(V’^enus) led them astray. One day she brought them a 
cup of wdiie. One said, “God has forbidden it;” the 
other, “ God is merciful and forgiving.” So they drank 
the w'ine, killed the husband of Zuhra, to whom they 
revealed the “ exalted name,” and fell into grievous sin. 



HARUT AND JMARtJT 


203 


Immediately after, they found that the “ name had <50110 
from their memories, and so they could not return to 
heaven as usual. Tliey tlieii begged Eiiocli to interc(‘do 
for them. The prophet did so, and with such success that 
the angels were allowed to choose between a present or a 
future punishment. They elected to be punished here on 
earth. Tliey were then suspended with their heads down- 
wards in a well at Bilbel. Some say that angels came and 
whi})ped them with rods of fire, and that a fresh spring 
ever flowed just beyond the reach of their parclicd lips. 
The woman was elianged to a star. Some assert that it 
was a shooting star which has now passed out of existence. 
Others say tliat slie is the star Venus. 

It is only right to state that the ‘Aydz, Iniiim 

Fakhru’d-dfn Riizi (544-606 A.li.), Qazi NasiruM-di'ii 

Baizavi (620-691 A.n.), and most scholastic divines deny 
tlic truth of this story. They say that angels are immacm- 
lato, but this docs not meet the difljculty which the Qurjln 
itself raises in connection with ]Iarut and Mjiriit. As to 
the woman, they think the whole story absurd, not only 
because the star Venus was created before tlio time of 
Adam, but also because it is inconceivable that one wlio 
was so wicked should have the honour of shining in heaven 
for ever. A solution, however, they are bound to give, and 
it is this : magic is a great art wliich God must allow 
mankind to know. Tlie dignity of the order of prophets is 
so great that they cannot teach men wliat is confesseilly 
hurtful. Two angels were therefore sent, and so men can 
now distinguish hetwecii the miracles of prophets, the signs 
of saints, the wonders of Jiiagiciaiis and others. Then 
H;iriit and Miiriit always discouraged men from learning 
magic. They said to those who came to tliem, “We aro 
only a temptation. Be not thou an unheliover.” OUicrs 
assert that it is a Jewish allegory, in winch the two angels 
represent reason and benevolence, the woman the evil 
appetites. The woman’s ascent to heaven represents 
death. 
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To this solution of the dilficiilty, however, the great body 
of tlie Traditionists do not agree. Tlicy declare tiiat the 
story is a lladis-f-Sahih, and tliat th(3 Isinid is sound and 
good. Such divines are Imam Ibii llanbal, Ibn Ma'sud, 
Ilm *Unir, Ibn ‘Abbas, Ilafiz ‘Asqallaiii, and others. They 
say that angels are immaculate only so long as tli^.y remain 
in the angelic state; that, though confined, ILlrut and 
Milrut can teach magic, for a word or two is quite suflicient 
for that purpose ; that some men have no fear, and, if they 
have, it is quite conceivable that the two angels may teach 
through the instrumentality of devils or jinn. With regard 
to the woman Zuhra, they grant that to be clianged into a 
bright star is of the nature of a reward ; but they say the 
desire to learn the “ exalted name was so meritorious an 
act that the good she desired outweighs the evil she did. 
With regard to the date of the creation of the star Venus, 
it is said tliat all our astronomical knowledge is based on 
observations made since tbe Flood, wliereas this story re- 
lates to the times of Eiiocli, who lived before the days of 
Noah. So the dispute goes on, and men of great repute for 
learning and knowledge believe in the story, although it 
seems to discredit the orthodox theory of the sinlessiiess of 
angels. 

Alunkar and Nakir are two fierce-lookiiig black angels, 
who visit every man in his grave, and examine him with 
regard to his faith in God and in IMuhaininail. Tlie dead 
are supposed to dwell in ‘Alam-i-harzakli, a state of exist- 
ence intervening between the present life and the life of 
mankind after the resurrection. This is the meaiung of 
the word “grave” when used in this connection. Unbe- 
lievers and wicked Muslims suffer trouble in that state ; 
true believers who can give a good answer to the angels 
are happy. There is a difference of opinion with regard 
to children. The general belief is that the children of 
believers will be questioned, but that the angels will teach 
them to say, “ Allah is my Lord, Islam my religion, and 
J\luhammad my Prophet.” With regard to the children of 
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unbelievers being questioned, Imam Abu JIanifa hesitated 
to give an opinion. He also doubted about their punish- 
ment. Some think they will be in A‘raf, a place between 
lieaven and hell ; others suppose that they will bo servants 
to the true believers in Paradise. Tlie verse, “ Twice, O 
our Lord, hast thou given us death, and twice liast tliou 
given us life” (S. xl. 1 1), is said to refer to the visit of 
these angels. Thus it is said in the Tafsfr-i-Ibn ‘Abbas, 
that death takes place in the world, and again a second 
time after the corpse has been raised to answer the ques- 
tioning in the grave ; life is thus given temporarily in the 
grave, and will also be given at the general resurrection. 

Distinct from the angels there is atiother order of beings 
made of fire, called jinn (genii). It is said that they were 
created thousands of years before Adam came into existence. 
“ We created man of dried clay, of dark loam moulded, and 
the jinn Lad been before created of subtle fire” (S. xv. 
26, 27). They eat, drink, propagate tlioir species, and are 
subject to death, though they generally live many centuries. 
Some are believers in Islam; some are infideds, and will be 
punisliod. *'1 will wholly fill hell wdth jinn and men” (P. 
xi. 120). Tlie Suratu’l-Jinii (Ixxii.) refers to their belief in 
Islfini. Tlie passage is too long to quote. TIudr earnest 
desire to hear the Qunin is referred to in the verse, “ When 
the servant of (lod stood up to call upon liiin, they almost 
jostled liim by their crowds” (S. Ixxii. 19). All the com- 
mentators say the plirase “Servant of God” refers to 
Mubamma<l and the word ‘Hliey ” to tlie jinn. Some try 
to hear wliat is going on in heaven. “ We guard them 
(i.c., men) from every stoned Satan, save such as steal a 
hearing ” (S. xv. 1 8). They were under the power of 
Solomon aiid served liini (S. xxxviii. 36). An ‘Ifiit of the 
jinn said, I will bring it thee (Solomon) ere tliou risest 
from thy place : 1 have power for this, and am trusty ” (S. 
xxvii. 39). At the last day the jinn also will be questioned. 
Abu Ilaiiifa doubted whether the jinn who are Muslims 
will be rewarded. The unbelieving jinn will assuredly be 
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punished. Tradition classifies tliem in the following order : 
(l) Jann, (2) Jinn, (3) Shaitan, (4) ‘Ifrit, (5) Marid. 
Many faWes have been invented concerning these beings, 
and though intelligent Muslims may doubt these wonderful 
accounts, yet a belief in the order of jinn is imperative, at 
least as lung as tliere is belief in the Qiir;in. Those who 
wisli to know more of this subject will find a very interest- 
ing chaj[)ter on it in I.ane’s “ Modern Egyptians.” 

Tlie leaching of Islam about the angels, the work and 
nature of evil spirits and the Ilouris, is derived from Zoroas- 
Irian or Magian sources directly, or indirectly through the 
medium of later Jewish legends, and sliows how much 
Muhammad borrowed from Pagan sources. 

3. The ]5ooks. — A1 Perkevi says : — 

“ It is iiocessary to believe that the books of Clod liavo been 
sent throiigli tlie iustruinentality of (lal)riel to prophets uj)on the 
earth. The (j),urciu was sent to Muharuinad portion hy portion 
during a space of twenty-throe years. The Pentateuch came to 
AI OSes, the Injil to Jesus, the Zabiir to David, and the otlier hooks 
to oUh*!* piHjpliels. Tlie wliole iiuinher of tlie .Divine books is 
une liimdred and four. The Qur/in, the last of all, is to be fol- 
lowed till the day of judgment. It can iicitlicr be abrogated nor 
changed. Some laws of the jircivious hooks have been abrogated 
by the (^luAii, and ought not to bo followed.” 

The one Imiidred to which no distinctive name is given 
are known as the ‘‘ Siiliufu’l Aiibiyd,” — P>ooks of the Ih'o- 
phets. The Quran is also known as the I'lircplu, the dis- 
tiiiguisher ; the Qurdn-i-Sliarif, iioblo (,>ur;ln ; the Qurdn-i- 
Majid, glorious Quran; the IVIushaf, the P>ook. It is said 
to be the compendium of the Taurdt, Zahur, and Injil; so 
Muslims do not require to study these books. The orthodox 
belief is that they are entirely abrogated by tlie Qurdn,^ 
though Syed Ahmad, in his cominentary on the ] 3 ible 

' 81 iiirh"i-‘Aq:»i(l-i-J;imi, p. 147 : “ Mannsukh shutl liljtwatan wa Kitii- 
balan,-’ /.f., abrogated bolli as regards reatUng and writing. Also Tak- 
inilu'l Inuui, p. 64: “This religion abrogates all religions” — Diu-i-wai 
r.lsikh-i-jarai* adian ast. 
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(vol. i. p. 268)5 denounces as ignorant and foolish those 
Musalnuins wlio say so. .l>e that as it may, their inspira- 
tion is considereil to be of a lower order than that of tlie 
Quran. A large portion of the Injil is considered to be mere 
narrative. The actual words of Christ only are looked 
upon as the revelation wliich descended from lieaven. It 
is so in the case of the Old Testament IVophets. “How- 
ever, it was tlie rule to call a book by the name of the 
l^rophet, wliether the subject-matter was i)ure doctrine only, 
or whetlier it was mixed up with narrative also. . . . It 
is to be observed that, in the case of oiir own IVopliet, tlie 
revelations made to liini were intended to impart a special 
miracle of eloquence, and they were written down, literally 
and exactly, in the form in which tliey were communicated, 
without [iny narrative being inserted in them. . , . We do 
not consider that the Acts of the Apostles, or tlie various 
Epistles, altlmngh unquestionably very good books, are to 
be taken as part and parcel of the New Testament itself ; 
nevertheless we look upon the writings of the Apostles in 
the same light as we do tlio writings of the Companions of 
our own Ih'ophet; that is to say, as entitled to veneration 
and respect/’ ^ There are many verses in the Quran which 
speak of previous revelations, thus : “ Wlien a {)rophet came 
to them from Cod, attesting that {Seriptarc) irhirk is 'with 
them, a part of those to whom the ]k)ok w^‘ls given cast 
the book of Cod behind their backs, as if they knew not'* 
(S. ii. 97). The commentator Jahilain says : “ Cast it away,” 
they acted in respect of the testimony of tlie Taurat 
to the Trophet as if they knew not that he was the true 
Trophet and it the hooh of (Joitr Again, “ O yo ])eople of 
the Book ! why do ye deny the revelation of (iod, and y(it 
ye are witnesses of the same ? ” (S. iii. 68). By the “ revela- 
tion ” is meant tlie Taunlt and the Injil, which Musahnaiis 
(wrongly) say foretold Muhammad’s advent as a Prophet of 
God. “And how shall they make thee judge, since tliey 
already know the Taurat, in which is the jiuhjment of GodV 
1 Sjed Aluuad’s Commentary on the Holy Bible, vol. i. pp. 22, 31. 
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(S. V. 44). “ And let the people of tlie Gospel judge ac- 

cording to that wldch is revealed therein, and whoso jiidgeth 
not according to that whicli God hath reixaUd, these are the 
wicked ones ” (S. v. 48). “ We also caused Jesus, the son 

of ifary, to follow the footsteps of tlie prophets, confirming 
tlie law (Taurat) which was sent before him, and we gave 
him the Injil with its guidance and light, confirmatory 
of the prec(*ding law; a guidance and a warning to those 
that fear God ” (S. v. 50). “ We beliewe in God, and tliat 

wliicli hath been sent down to us, and that which hath 
heen sent down to Ahrahani and Isaac and Jacob and the 
tribes, and that whicli liath been given to Moses and to 
Jesus, and that whicli was given to the prophets from their 
Lord. No difibrence do we make between any of tliem : 
and to God are wo resigned*' (8. ii. 130). “ In truth hath 

He sent down to thee the Book, which confirmeth those 
tliat precede it, for He had sent down the Law and tlie Injil 
aforetime as man's guidance; and now liath He sent down 
the Burqun" (S. iii. 2). 

Bractically, Musalmaiis reject the Old and New Testa- 
ments. To do so is manifestly against the letter of the 
Qiiriin, and, as some reason for this neglect of previous 
Heriptnres must be given, JIuslim divines say that the 
Jewish and Cliristiaii Scriptures have been corrupted. The 
technical expression is “ talirif," a word signifying to change, 
to turn aside anything from the truth. Tlien tal.irif may 
be of two kinds : tahrif-i-inahiavi, a change in the meaning 
of words ; tahvif-i-laf/i, an actual change of the written 
words. Most Musalmans maintain that the latter kind of 
corrnjiLion has taken place, and so they do not feel bound 
to read or study the previous revelations so frequently re- 
ferred to ill the Quran. The charge brought against tlie 
Jews of corrupting their Scriptures is based on the follow- 
ing vei se of the Quran : “ Some truly are there among you 
who torture the Scriptures with their tongues, in order that 
ye may suppose it to be from the Scripture, yet it is not 
from the Scripture. And they say, ‘ This is from God,' yet 
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it is not from God; and they utter a lie against God, 
and they know the.y do so”(S. iii. 72). All the ancient 
commentators assert that this only proved tahrit-i-mahiavi ; 
tliat is, that tlie Jews referred to misinterpreted wliat they 
read, or, whilst 2:)rofessing to read fiom the Scripture, used 
exj)ressions not found therein. It does not mean that they 
altered the text of their Scri]:)tures. ^riiis, however, does 
not excuse jMusalmaiis for their mglect of tlio previous 
Seri2)Lures, and so the orthodox divines of modern times 
maintain that the greater coiTUj)ti(.)n, tlui tnhn'f-i-laf/i, has 
taken place. Yet the (iuraii is said to Ik^ confirmatory of 
ju'evioiis Scriptures aiul tlieir .syr/oy/oz/v/ (S. v. 52). TIui 
(jiiestiou is fully discussed, a-ud tlie oju'niou of the earlier 
comnumtators endcu'sed by Syed Ahmad in his (.’ommentary 
on the ]>il)le. 

4. ViJoriiETS. — Muhammad A 1 J>erkevi says: -- 

‘Mt is iKJcussary io confess that God has sent ]»ro|)]iols; tliat 
Adiiiii is tlio iirsL of iJic ])ropjict.s and Muhannnad tijc last; that 
hetween Adam and iMvihaiiimad tlieic were a gioat iiinnber of 
2)r()phets ; that 'Mnhaniiuad is the most e.xcelh'ut of all ; that (^aeU 
of the piv'cedijig pro[)l]eU was sent to a, special people, some witli 
Looks, some Avitliout, hut tliat AiuhaTnniad was sent to all men 
and also to the genii ; that his Jaw will remain nnt.il the end of 
the ^vorld ; that one night he was transported fi-mn ]\Iee.ea to 
Jerusalem, and from thence to heaven, wJiere, he saw both Paradise 
and Hell, conversed with tlie Most Higli, and I’etnrned to iNlei'ca 
before morning. Afte,r liim no other propJiet will come, for ho is 
“tlie seal of tlie pro|)liets (S. xxxiii. 40). 

Tradition records that tliere have been about two hundred 
thousand jiropliets. Twenty-Jive are mentioned Ly name in 
the Qui’iin, of whom six are distinguished Ly special titles. 
Adam, Safiyu'lhih, the chosen of (Jod; Noah, NaLiyii’ihih, 
the 2>ro|)het; of God; Abraham, Klialilulhlli, tlie friend of 
God; ]\Loses, Kalimu’Ilah, the one with whom Gofl speaks; 
Jesus, lliihu’ihih, tlie spirit of God ; Muhammad, llasii- . 
lu’llah the messenger of God. Tliese are called the Anhiya- 
UliiT-‘Azm (^jossessors of puriiose) because tliey were the 

0 
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heads of their respective dispensations, and because they 
Mdll bo ponnittod by God to intercede in the day of judg- 
ment for their followers. Tliey are the greatest and most 
exalted of the propliets. 

Tliere are degrees of rank amongst tlie propliets, for 
** Some of the A[)o.stles Inive we endowed more liiglily than 
otliers.^ Those to whom God hath spoken, He hath raised 
to the loftiest grade, and to Jesus, the Son of ^Inry, we 
gave manifest signs, and we strengtliened him with tlie 
Holy Spirit” (S. ii. 254). It is said that the “first appear- 
ance of proplietsliip wUvS in Adam, and its perfection in the 
* Seal of the propliets.’ ” In tlie ilnsnavi it is said — 

“ Tli(i luiine of Alnn.ad includes the names of projdiets all, 
dust as 011(3 liuiidred, wIkuj niceived, jnclude.s ninety all.” 

A Traditiu]!, as usual, supjiorts this position. “ 1 am the 
chief of the sons of men.” “Adam and all beside him will 
he ranged under my Hag in the judgment-day.” It is said 
that the law given by Moses was harsh and severe ; that 
by Christ was mild and gracious; but that the law given 
by Muhammad is perfect, for it combines botli the quality 
of strictness and that of graciousness; according to the 
Tradition: “I always laugh and by laughing kill.” Each 
I'rojdict is said to have been sent to his own tribe, but 
Muhammad was sent for all men. A Tradition states: “I 
was j-aised up for all men whether white or black, other 
}>rophets were not, except for their own tribe.” The Quran 
also says : “ We have sent thee (Muhammad) for all men.” 

Many Sunnis hold that prophets are superior to angels, 
and sometimes q\iote the verse, “ Verily, God chose Adam 
and Noah and the family of Abraham and the family of 
Imran out of the worlds ” (S. iii. 30), as a proof of it. The 
MiCtazilas say tliat the angels are superior to the jirophets. 
Al-Jubbai, a MuTazila, quotes the verse, “ Neither do I say 
unto you, ‘ Verily I am an angel ’”(S. vi. 50), to prove 

^ a'his, however, is eoiitiary to the verses, “Wo iiuiko no tlifference 
between them” (S. iii. 7 S) ; “We make no distiiietioii between any of 
lUs Apostles’’ (S. ii. 2 S 5 ), 
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that prophets are iiiferior. Qazi 'Abdu’l-Jubhar in Ijis 
Commentary denies tliis, ami says that Al-Jiibbai interj)riits 
the words as if Aluhaiiimad meant that he had nut the 
fjlorif and dujniitj of an angel, whereas all tliat he ineaiit to 
declare was tliat he had not the rank of an angel, because, 
as a matter of fact, liis glory was greater. The Slii‘alis assert 
tliat the twelve Imams are superior to prophets. I'liere is 
also a Tradition wliich says, “The ‘Ularna of my faith are 
as the [)ro[)hets of the children of Israel.'' 

Ibn Klialdiiu (vol. i. pp. 196 -205) gives a very interest- 
ing account of proplietic inspiration. He speaks somewdiat 
as fulloWvS. if we contemplate the world and the creatures 
it contains, we sliall recognise a perfect order, a regular 
system, a se([iience of cause and effect, a connection between 
different categories of existence, and a tiaiisforinatiou of 
beings from one category of existence to another. Tlieu 
the pliCMiomena of the visible world indicate to us the 
existence of an agent whose nature is different from that 
of the body, who is, in fact, a spiritual existence. Tliis 
agent, which is the soul, must, on the one liand, he in 
contact witli the existences of this worhl, and, on the other, 
with the existences of the next category of superiority, and 
one wliose essential cpialiiies are ])ure })erception and ch^ar 
intelligence. Such are the angels. It follows, then, tliat 
the human soul lias a tendency towards the angelic world. 
All this is ([uite in accordance witli tJio itlea that, according 
to a regular order, all the categories of existences in the 
universe are in mutual contact by means of their faculties 
and on account of their nature.^ 

^ This is very similar to the views of the Psciuio-Dionysius. “ Tlio elmiii 
of hoinf^ in tlm upper and invisible world, thronj^h whitjli tin,* Divine Power 
<Iiirii.sos itself in successive {^^radations, lie t'-alls tlie Cele.-tial Jlit-rarchy. 
'J’he Ecclesi.'ist ical I fier.'irclrv is a eorrespondin.e,' serios in I, lie visihle. worhl. 
'J’ho order of angelic natures and rif jiriestly ruiietionaries correspond to 
each other. Tlie highest rank of the .former receive illuminalion direct 
from The lowest of the heavenly imparts divine light lo the highest 

of tJie eartlily hierarchy. Each order strives perpetually to ,a[)proximate 
to that immediately above itsi-lf, from whieli it receives the transmitted 
iulluence.” (“Hour.s with the My.stic.'s,*’ by Vaughan, vol. i. p. i ^.) 
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The souls of men may be divided into three classes. The 
first kind of soul is too feeble by nature to attain to a per- 
ception of the spiritual : it has to content itself \vitli moving 
in the region of sense and imagination. Thus it can under- 
stand conc'(;]>t.s and aHirinations. It can raise itself liieh in 
its own category, but cannot pass its limit. 

The souls of the second class are carried by a rellective 
movcnient and a natural disposition towaihs a spiritual 
intelligence. Idiey can enter into a state of contcniplatioii 
which results in ecstasy. This is the intuition of the saints 
(Auliya)/ to whom (lod lias given this divine knowledge. 

Tlie souls of the third class are created with the power 
of disengaging themsf;lve.s altogetlier from their huruan 
bodies in order that they may rise to the angelhi state, 
where tliey become like angels. In a moment of time such 
a soul perceives the sublime company (of angels) in the 
sphere which contains them. It there and then hears the 
speech of the soul and the divine voice. Such are the 
souls of the proi'liets. God has given to these souls the 
power of leaving the human body. Wliilst thus separate 
from it, God gives to them llis revelation, '.riie ])i‘ophets 
ar<j endowed by God wdth siicli a purity of disposition, such 
ail instinct of upriglitness, tliat they are naturally inclined 
to the spiritual world. They are animated hy an ardour 
quite peculiar to tlieir order. When tliey return from the 
augelie state tliey deliver to men tlie revelations they liave 
received. The joiirn(3y to, the journey from the angelic 
state, and the comprehension of the revelation received 
there, occujjy le.ss time than the twinkling of an eye. So 
rapidly do the souls of prophets move. So instantaneously 
do they rtHanve and understand God’s revelations. This is 
why inspiration is calhjd Wahf, a word wliich, according to 
Ihn Khaldun, means to make haste. 

^ 'riijit tin; are (listintcuishe<l above ordinary mortals is 

maiiitaiue<l on the authority of; “Are not the friends (Auliya) of God 
those on Avhom no fear shall come, nor shall they be put to grief” (S. x. 

6j). 
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A Nabi (who must be a wise aud a freeman, tliat is, 
one who is not a slave of another, and one also who is free 
from irnpcrfe(;ti(Jii eitlier of body or mind) receives wahi, 
but has not necessarily to deliver to men the orders of 
God. A ]h>.snh who must possess the same qualilicatious 
as a Nabb is one wlio is cominamled to deliver God’s 
message to ]nen, ihougli he does not necessarily abrogate 
wliat preceding Itasuls have delivered. Some Itasuls do 
so, but the distinguishing ma.rk of tlie Rasul is that he 
delivers to men commands direct from God, aiul is specially 
commissioned so to do. Thus every Rasul is a iS!abf, wliilst 
every jS’abf is not a. Ihisul.^ 

The oriliodo.x: bidief is that prophets are free from sin." 
The Asld.'iriaii-s believe that the j)ower of sinning is not 
created in them. TIi(‘. IMuTazilas deny this, but admit tlie 
existence of some (piality which keeps them fnan evil, 
'riu'se theori<?.s do not agree with actual facts. Propluds, 
like oth(‘r men, commit faults, hnt hen*, comes in the 
Muslim distinction of sins into gunali-i-kabira, “great sins,” 
and gnmlli'i-saghfra, little sins.” 'Jdie gun;ih-i-kal))ra are 
murder, adultery, cUsol»edienc(i to God and to parents, 
avoiding fighting against infidels, drunkenness, usury, 
neglecting tlu^ Friday ]>rayers and the Ihima/an fast, foi- 
gettiiig tlie (),nra,ii after reading it, swearing falstdy or by 
any otlier than God, magic, gambling, calling on tlie names 
of deceased persons and beating the lireast at such times, 
dancing, music, disres])ect to a IJafi/., shaving the beard, 
omitting to say the “danid” (y'.c., on whom and on wliose 
family be the peace and mercy of God) whenever tlie name 

^ Thon.* is sofiie ns to whf^Mior n woninii cnri .'iltnin t.*) Mio lank 

of prophots. 'J’lie A.s 1 i‘.'iriaTis say sh<j arirl nioiitioii as jjossihhj jnt)- 
pliotesses (h(j Virgin ^tary, the wife of Jaiaraoh, Sarali, Ilagar, and sonio 
add tiio names of Evo and of tlio niotlior of Moses. 

- Some of the .sid)sc*ctioiis of the Slj'i‘a]is, in order to ox.ilt. tho Inianis, 
hold tliat prophets ean sin. The lfas)i;[iihyah, for examine, say: “ '.rho 
])rophet.s sin, Init tlio Inia'ms are pure” \va Nilial,” by iSharastani, 

p. 142). 

Tliis is an orl]io< 1 ox Mow at tlie Sh'Cah praetiees in. the luuntli of 
Muharram. Shi'ahs coii.^ider this a good ac-t. 
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of Muhammad is mentioned. These are all great sins/’ 
and can only be forgiven after due repentance; the “little 
sins” are forgiven if some good actions are done. “ Observe 
prayer at early morning, at the close of day, and at tlie 
approach of iiiglit ; for the good deeds drive axoay the evil 
deeds"' (S. -\i. II 6). It is tlie universal belief tliat u 
prophet never commits the greater sins, but tliere is a 
dihereiico of opinion with regard to the lesser sins. Some 
limit even this frailty to the period before wahi comes uj^on 
them. The general opinion, however, is that the frailties 
wliich they show are merely faults and slight imperfections 
not amounting to sin. 

This, to the Muslim mind, at once disposes of a difliculty 
the Quran itself raises on this point. With the exception 
of Jesus Christ, the Anbiya-TJlu l-'Azin are spoken of as 
doing what every one except an orthodox Muslim would 
call sin. Adam’s transgression ^ is referred to in Hiirali ii. 
29 -37, and in Surah vii. 10--24. “They said, ‘O our 
Lord ! with ourselves liave we dealt unjustly ; if Tiiou for- 
give us not and have not pity 011 us, we shall surely be of 
those tliat perish.’ ” Tlie sin of Noah is plainly hinted at 
in ‘^Unless Thou forgive me and bo merciful to me, I shall 
he one of the lost” (S. xi. 49). There is a similar request 
ill Siirah Ixxi. 29. Abraham also is represented as saying, 
“When I am sick, Ho healetli me, and who will cause mo 
to die and again quicken me, and who, I hope, will forgive 
me my sins in the day of reckoning” (S. xxvi. 80--82). 
Aloses is described as liaving done “ a work of Satan ” in 
killing a man, and as saying, “‘0 my Lord, I have sinned 
to my own hurt ; forgive me.’ So God forgave him ; for 
He is the forgiving, the merciful. Ho said : ‘ Lord, because 
Thou hast sliowed me this grace, I will never again be tlie 
lielper of the wicked’ ” (S. xxviii. i 5, 16). 

^ It is said Adam’s sin was a mere slip, but it broup^ht good to the world. 
Had he remained in raradisc the world would not liavo been peopled ; 
and the word of God, “I have not created men and jiiins except for wor- 
ship, ” wouhl not have been fulfilled. 
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The following passages refer to Muhammad. “ lie thou 
steadfast and patient ; for true is tlie promise of God ; and 
seek pardon for thy sin’’ (S. xl. 57). Baizavf says tliat this 
refers to lus remissness in propagating Ishim. According 
to the Tafsir-i-Ibii 'Abbiis, it is the deficiency in giving 
thanks for the blessings God bestowed on thee ainl thy 
(Companions;” according to the Tafsfr-i-lJiisaini, it is 
“ that tlie Propliet as ati act of worsliip sought pardon, and 
so rose to a liigh rank, or that he did it to set an example, 
according to his Tradition, ‘ I seek pardon sevtmty times 
daily;’ or it means simply, ‘ Seek pardon for the sins of 
thy people.'” In rei)ly to all these ingenious attem])ts to 
get rid of a very troublesome fact, it may be noted that 
the word used for the Prophet’s sin (zanb) is also used in 
describing the sin of ordinary people. Thus, “Others have 
owned their sins (zanb)” (S. ix. 103). 

“Ask pardon for thy sin, and for believers, both men 
and women” (S. xlvii. 21). In the Gonirnontary Mu'alimu t 
Taiizir it is said that the Prophet was told to ask pardon 
for his sins, not because he had any sin, or really personally 
needed any pardon, but because, if lie so asked, it would 
become a suniiat practice for the people. Thus each one 
can now say, “ l^irdon my sin,” In the book known as 
Tabiiin an attempt to explain the diniculty is made liy 
saying that “ seek pardon for thy sin ” means “ ask for purity, 
which will keep away sin.”^ The commentator Ibn ‘Abbas 
quotes the verse, “Have we not oj^cned tliino lieart for 
thee and taken off from thee thy burden?” (S. xciv. 1—2), 
and says “thy harden” means “ thy sin.” A more com- 
mon interpretation is to refer this to anxiety or to troub](5 
of mind. The scandal caused by the Propliet’s conduct 
with the wife of Zaid and with the Egyptian slave Mary 
necessitated a pretended revelation of God’s will in refer- 
ence to these events. The circumstances will be found 
fully detailed in Siirah xxxiii. 36-38, and in Surah Ixvi. 
1-5. One of the most important verses is: “Verily, we 
^ “Tafsir-i-Husainl,” vol. ii. p. 34 S. 
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have won for thee an undoubted victory, in token that God 
forgivetli thy earlier and later fault’' (S. xlviii. 1—2). It 
is not quite clear what victory is here referred to. Accord- 
ing to the Tafsir-i-llusaini, some commentators say that it 
is the taking of ]\lecca, the past tense being prophetically 
used for tlie future. The following explanations are given 
of the expression ‘‘earlier and later fault.” (i.) God has 
forgiven tljy sin committed before and after tlie descent of 
wal.ii, (2.) before and after the taking of Mecca, or (3.) 
before the descent of this Siirah. (4.) The commentator 
Salmi says: “The earlier sin refers to the sin of Adam 
committed wlieii ]Vruhammad was in the loins of liis great 
ancestor and thus connected with him ; the later sin refers 
to the followers of the Prophet, and in that way is con- 
nected with him, just as the sin of Adam was the prede- 
cessor and cause of their sin.” (5.) Inuim AbiVl-Lais says : 
“ The words refer to the sin of Adam, and to those of the 
followers of the Prophet. Both are connected with Muham- 
mad, because tlic former is forgiven by the blessing, and 
the latter by the intercession of Mul.iamniad.” 

Prom these extracts from the Quran it appears that sin 
is imputed to the prophets, though Muslims evade the 
charge l)y the casuistry I have already referred to. ]'»e 
tliat as it may, it is a striking fact tliat tlic one sinless 
member of the Anbiyil-UiiVl-'Azm, tlie one sinless prophet 
of Islam, is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Tliere 
is no passage in the Quran which liints at sin, even in the 
modified form in which Muslims attribute it to other pro- 
phets, being committed by him: no passage which speaks 
of his seeking for pardon. 

In the Traditions (Sahnm'l Bukhari, vol. iii. 194) there 
is the same absence of any imputation of evil to Christ. 
There is a very marked instance of this in tlie SahihuM- 
Bukhaii. Muhauiinad is reported to have said : “ The 
people will be gathered together at the day of judgment 
and will say, ‘If some one would only intercede for us with 
our Lord.’ They will go to Adam and say, ‘ Thou art the 
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father of men. God created thee with Ills own liaiid. 
Angels made sijdah to thee and taught thee the names of 
everything. Intercede for us with thy Lord, so that we 
may be happy in one place.’ Adam replied,*^ I am not lit 
for this Work for you,’ and lie remembered his sin (zaiib), 
and was ashamed. Then they went to Noah. Certainly he 
was the first prophet raised up by God for the ruler of the 
world. He niplied, ‘ I am not fit for this w’ork for you/ 
and remembered his questioning of God on that whicli was 
not for liiui to know. He will be ashamed and will say, 
‘ Go to the friend of God’ (i.r., Abraliam). They will then 
go to Abraham, who will say, ‘ I am not fit for this ; go to 
Moses, to whom God spake and gave the Taurfit.’ They 
will go to him, and lie will say, ‘ I am not fit for it,’ and 
will remember his killing a man, ami will be ashamed, and 
will say, ‘ Go to Jesus, the servant of God and tlie messen- 
ger, the word of God and Ilis spirit;’ but Jesus will say, 

‘ 1 am not fit for this ; go to Muhammad, the servant to 
whom God hath forgiven the former and the latter sin ’ 
(zanb).” In sharp contrast to the case of Muhammad and 
the other ])ro]>hcts, reference to sin is omitted in tlie case 
of Jesus. 

It is tlie universal belief that propliets work miracles 
(niu^jiziit). A miracle is defined to be Kharq-i-Vuiat,” 
that is, something contrary to the usual course of nature. 
The object for wliich a miracle is j^erfonned niust be a 
moral one, and eliielly to attest the truth of the statiuiients 
made by the prophet. Muhammad makes, in the Quran, 
no distinct claim to the power of workijig miracles ; on 
the contrary, lie seems to disclaim such a ])()wer. 'IJie 
Quraish said : By no means will we believe on thee till 
thou cause a fountaiii to guslx forth for us from the earth ; 
or till thou have a garden of palm-tre(\s and grn|)es, and 
thou cause forth-gushing rivers to gush forth in its midst ; 
or thou make the heaven to fall on us, as thou hast given 
out, in pieces ; or thou bring God and the angels to vouch 
for thee, &c. Say, * Am I more than a* man, an Apostle ? 



2i8 


THE FAITH OF ISLAM 


( 3 . xvii. 92-95). ‘'The unbelievers say, 'Why hath not 
a sign been given him by his Lord ? ’ Nay, but thou art 
only a Warrior, and unto every people hath been given 
a guide ” (S.' xiii. 8). Tlie commentator Baizawi says : 
“ When the people demanded miracles such as those wrought 
by Moses and Jesus, Muhammad is told that he is only a 
warrior. Tlio demand was withheld because it was made 
perversely and not with sincerity.’' Other passages on tliis 
point are Surahs vi. 37; vii. 204; xvii. 58; xix. 48. 
rormer propliets, Muhammad used to say, were sent to 
tlieir own sect, but he was sent for all. Their miracles 
were confined to their own times. The Quran, tlie great 
miracle of Islam, was for all ages. He needed no other sign 
than this. But his followers maintain that in this, as in all 
other res])ects, he was equal to all and superior to some pro- 
phets, and produce various passages of tlie Quran in support 
of tlieir view. Thus, acconling to Shaikli JalaluM-din Syuti, 
if to Adam was given the power of naming everything, Mu- 
hammad also possessed the same power. Enoch was exalted 
on high, but Mubainmad was taken to tlie " Baqab-i-qausain,” 
the “two bows’ length,” where Gabriel, “one mighty in 
power,” appeared to him (S. liii. 5-9). Ishmacd was ready 
to be sacriliced, but Muhammad endured the splitting of liis 
chest Joseph was to some extent handsome, but Muham- 
mad was tlie very perfection of beauty ; Moses brought 
water from the rock, but Muhammad produced it from his 
fingers. The sun was stayed in its course by Joshua, and 
so it was by Muhammad. Solomon had a great kingdom, 
Mubainmad a greater, for he possessed the keys of the 
treasuries of the earth. Wisdom was given to John the 
Baptist wiiilst yet a child, so also were wisdom and under- 
standing granted to Muhammad at an early period of his 
life. Jesus could raise the dead, so also could Muhammad. 
In addition to all these, the special miracles of the Prophet 

1 “Have we not opened thine heart for tiice?” (S. xciv. i). Tradi- 
tion nUatos that when young, two angels cut open his breast and took out 
a black drop. Many other marvels are also connected with this event. 
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are the splitting of the moon asunder (the truth of which 
Nizam, a Mu‘tazila, denied), the Mi‘raj, the coming of a 
tree into liis presence, and above all the wonderful miracle 
of tlie Quran itself. The splitting of the moon asunder is 
referred to in “ Tlie hour of judgment approacheth, and 
the moon hath been split in sunder” (S. liv. i). The 
following account is given by Buklniri : — Ma.sa‘ud siiys “ The 
moon was split into two parts, one above the mountain, one 
under ; and the Prophet said, ‘ P>ear witness.' 'Abdu'llah 
says : ‘ We were witli the Prophet ; the moon became two 
parts, and the Prophet said to us, ‘ Bear witness.' ” Imam 
Zaliid says that Abii Jalil find a Jew visited tlie Propliet, 
and demanded a sign from him on pain of death. The 
Prophet made a sign with his little finger, and at once the 
moon separated into two parts, one of whicli remained in 
tlie sky, tlic other went olT to a long distance. The Jew 
believed in Isl;lm forthwith. Some, however, refer the 
passage to tlie future, as they consider the splitting of tln^ 
moon to be one of the signs of the last day. Tlui commen- 
tators on the verse, “ When they (Meccans) see a sign, they 
fall to mocking” (S. xxxvii. 14), say the “sigu'^ referred to 
is "'the splitting of the moon or some such marvel,” 

The Mifi';ij, or night ascent, is mentioned in “ Glory bo 
to Him who carried llis servant by night from the sacred 
temple (of Mecca) to the temple that is more remote, whose 
jireciiict we have blessed, that we might sliow him of our 
signs” (S. xvii. i). Muslim writers, who are fond of tli(i 
marvellous, narrate at length the wonderful things the 
Prophet saw and did oil this eventful iiiglit ; ^ hut some 
maintain that it was only a vision, and quote the words, 
‘‘We ordained the vision which we showed thee,” in proof 
of this assertion. The commentator Bai/Avi admits there 
is a difference of opinion, but that the general consensus 
of opinion (ijnui^) is on the side of a bodily migration. “ 

^ For a (jrapliic aooounf, of these events see “Literary Remains of 
Emmanuel Deutsch,” pp. 99-112. 

- “All that Muhammadans must believe respecting the Mi‘rdj is that 
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Be that as it niay, all orthodox Muslims maintain the 
superiority of .Muhammad as a worker of miracles over 
all other prophets.^ 

5. The Besukiikction and the Last Day. — These two 
articles of the faith may be considered togetlier. Tiie 
following is a summary of tlie remarks of Muhammad A1 
Berkevi on this point. It is necessary to acknowledge: — 

1. That the toniients of the tomb are real and certain, and tliat 
Munkar and Nakfr will interrogate the dead person concerning 
Ids God, liis Propliet, his faith, and his Qiblah. The faitliful will 
reply, “ Our (lod is God ; our Prophet is Aluhaininad ; our religion, 
lsl;im; our (^)i blah, the Ka‘bah. 

2. Tliat all the signs of tlie last day inentionod by the Prophet 
will come to pass; such as the appearance of Dajjal, or Anti- 
christ; the descent of Jesus from lujaven; the appearance of 
Imam Malidi and of Gog and ^lagog ; the rising of tlie sun from 
tlie W(‘st, (^:c. 

3. Tliat all living tilings wdll die ; that the mountains will fly 
in the air like birds; that the heavens will molt away; that after 
some lime has thus passed, God IMost High will raise the d(*ad ; 
that jiropliets, saints, doctors of the law, and the faithful will find 
near them the rohos and the horses of Paradise. They will put 
on tlie robes, and mount the liorses, and go into the shade of the 
throne of God. Other men, hungry, tliirsty, and naked, will go 
on foot. The faithful will go to tlie right, the iniidels to the 
loft. 

4. That there will ho a balance, in whicli the good and bad 
actions of men will be weighed. Those whose good deeds out- 
weigh the bad will go to Paradise; if the bad predominate, they 

fhc lVoi)liet saw himself, in a visitin, transportiMl from Mecca to Jerusalem, 
and that in such a vision ho really beheld some of the greatest signs of 
his Lord.” (Es.^ays by Syed Ahmad, Essay vi. p. 34.) This, though a 
legitimate, is not, however, an orthodox opii ion, which is, that he who 
denies an actual bodily migration from Mec ;a to Jerusalem is a Kafir 
(infidel), as he denies the statement of a “.lass,” or plain text of the 
Quran. He who denies the ascension to heaven and the wonderful 
account of the night’s proceedings preserved in the Tradilious is a “fasiq” 
(sinner), though he remains a Muslim. 

^ 'I'he miracle worked by a prophet is called mu'jizah ; by a saint, 
kanlmat ; by an evil spirit or an opposer of God, istidruj. 
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'will go into the fire, unless God has mercy on them, or the pro- 
phets or saints intercede for them. If, liowever, tliey were not 
Muslims, there will be no intercession for them, nor will they conn^ 
out from the tire. The j\riislims who enter the lire will, after 
having purged their crimes, enter Paradise. 

5. That the bridge Sirdt, which is sliarper than a swonl, is 
raised above llie tire; tliat all men niiist j)ass over this. Some 
M'ill pass over with tlie speed of lightning, some will go very 
sloAvly over; others will fall and certainly enter into llie fire. 

6. That each i)rophet has a poed Avliere he, with liis people, will 
quench their Ihir.st hefore entering Paradise ; that the pool of 
]\Iuliammad is the largest of all. Its water is sweeter than lioney, 
whiter than milk. 

7. Tliat Paradise and Hell actually exist; tliat tlie cho.sen 
remain for ever in the former; they neither die nor grow aged. 
The llouris and the females arc exempted from the inlirmities 
of tlieir sex. Tliey will no longer bear children. The elect will 
lind tliere the nu^at and the drink they require, without taking 
ii])on tliemselves any troulde. The ground of Paradise is of 
musk ; the bricks of its edifices are of gold and of silver. 

The unbidievers and the demons Avill remain for ever in hell, 
tormented by serpents as thick as the neck of a camel, by 
scorpions as large as mules, by fjro and liy scalding Avater. Their 
bodies Avill burn till tliey become reduced to a coal, Avlien God 
Avill revive tliem so that tliey may endure fresh torments. Tin's 
Avill last for ever. 

The following additional remarks are based on the Sharh- 
i-'Aqfiid-i-Janif. TJiey fall under four heads : — 

(i.) The sounding of the trumpets (Nafkhatain-i-Sur). 
The Prophet said : “ The last hour will not be till no one is 
found wlio calls on God.*' Then ''There sliall be a blast 
on the trumpet, and all who are in the heavens and all who 
are in the earth sliall expire, save those whom God shall 
vouchsafe to live. There shall be another hhist on it, and 
lo ! arising they shall ga:se around them (S. xxxix. 68). 
Abu lluraira, a Companion, relates that tlie Propliet, speak- 
ing of the trumpet, stated as follows : " After tlie creation 
of the heavens and the earth, God created the trumpet and 
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gave it to Israfil, who, with his mouth placed to it, is ever 
looking up and waiting for the order to blow it. He will 
blow three tinies.^ The first time, the blast of consterna- 
tion, to terrify ; the second, tlie blast of examination, to 
slay ; the third, the blast of resurrection, to quicken the 
dead.’’ Most persons believe tliat everytliing, save God 
and His attributes, will perish. 

Tlie resuiTectiou of the body is clearly proved by the 
Quran. Thus, ‘'They say, ‘Wlio will bring us back?’ 
Say: MIe who created you at first’” (S. xvii. 53). 
“ ‘ Who shall give life to bones when they are rotten ? ’ 
Say : ' He shall give life to them who gave them being 
jit first, for in all creation is He skilled * ” (S. xxxvi. 79). 
“Man saiih : ‘Wliat! after I am dead, shall I in the end 
be brought fortii alive?’ Doth not man bear in mind 
that we made him at first, when he was nought ? ” (S. xix. 
68). “Tlie infidels will say, ‘Shall we indeed be restored 
as at first? What! wlum we have become rotten bones?’ 

‘ This then,* say they, ‘ will be a return to loss.’ Verily, it 
will be but a single blast, and lo! they are on the surface 
of the earth” (S, Ixxix. 10-14). “Is lie not powerful 
enough to quicken the dead ? ” (S. Ixxv. 40). This 
resurnjction will be to judgment. “‘Kever,’ say the 
unbelievers, ‘ will the lioiir come ui^ou us.’ Say : ‘ Yea, 
by my Lord who kiioweth the unseen, it will surely come 
upon you, ... to the intent that God may reward those 
who have believed, . . . but as for those who aim to 
invalidate our signs, a chastisement of painful torment 
awaiteth them’” (S. xxxiv. 3, 4). “A terrible chastise- 
ment doth await them on the Day when faces shall turn 
white and faces shall turn black. ‘ What ! after your 
belief have ye become infidels? Taste, then, the chastise- 
ment for that ye have been unbelievers.’ And as to those 
whose faces shall liave become white, they shall be within 
the mercy of God” (S. iii. 102). The Prophet knew not 

^ Some commentators make no distinction between tlie first and second 
blast, as only two are distinctly mentioned in the Qunin. 
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tlie time when all this would take place. They will ask 
thee of the ‘ Hour/ when will be its fixed time ? But what 
knowledge liast thou of it ? Its period is knovv]i only to 
thy Lord ; and thou art charged with the warning of those 
who fear it” (S. Ixxix. 41—45). These and similar texts 
show the certainty of the resurrection. According to the 
IjmiV of the ^Faithful, lie who has any doubts on this article 
of the faith is an iniidel. The Mu‘tazilas show from reason 
that a resurrection of the body is necessary in order that 
rewards and punishment may be bestowed. The orthodox 
agree with the conclusion, but hesitate to base it on reason. 

The learned arc not agreed as to the state of the soul 
during the time when the body is dead, and therefore dis- 
agree with regard to its revival. Some assert that it is 
w^rong to speak of a resurrection of the soul, for it exists in 
the body as “ fire in coal,” hence its revival is included in 
the resurrection of the body ; others maintain that as it is 
a distinct entity, it is not annihilated with the body. The 
scholastics favour the first idea. I^ractically the result 
seems the same in both cases. The resurrection body had 
a soul. Wise and foolish, devils and Leasts, insects and 
birds — all will arise at the last day. This is according to 
tlie Tradition ; “ He will raise up animals at the last day to 
receive reward, and to show His perfection and His justice. 
Then tlie hornless goat will be revenged on the liorned one. 
At length God will say to all the animals, ‘ Turn again to 
dust,' and to dust they will return/' Muhaniiiiad will come 
first in order, and be the first to enter Paradise. 

(2.) The descent of the liooks (Tatair-i-Suha if). After 
the resurrection men will w^ander about for forty years, 
during which time the books which contain the record kept 
by the Kiramu’l-Kiitibiu will be given up. Men will rise up 
naked and confused ; some will W'alk about, some stand for 
forty years. All will be constantly looking up towards the 
heavens (i,e.y expecting the books). They will perspire 
profusely through excess of sorrow. Then God will say to 
Abraham, “ Put on clothes.” He will put on a robe of 
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Paradise. The Prophet said: “I will also put on a dress, 
and will stand near tlie throne, where no one else will be 
allowed to stand, and (Jod wdll say: ‘Ask and it shall be 
granted to thee ; intercede^ thy intercession shall be ac- 
cepted/’* Eacli book Hies from the treasury under tlie 
Throne of God, and is given to its proper owner. Every 
man’s fate have we fastened about his neck ; and on the 
day of resurrection will we bring forth to him (every man) 
a book wliich shall be proffered to liim wide open : ‘ Itead 
tliy book; there needeth none but tliyself to make out an 
account against tliee this day*” (S. xvii. 15). A portion 
of verse 78 of Siirali xxviii., “Put the wicked shall not be 
asked of their crimes,” seems to contradict this ; but com- 
mentators say that this verse simply means that God knows 
all, or that their sinfulness will appear on their foreheads. 
“ One day we will summon all men with their leaders 
(Imams). They whose books shall be given into their right 
hands, shall read their book, and not be wrong a tliread ” 
(S. xvii. 73). Ho into whose riglit hand his book shall 
be given shall be reckoned with an easy reckoning, and 
shall turn rejoicing to his kindred. Put ho whose book 
shall be given behind his back (u;., into his left hand) shall 
invoke destruction”^ (S. Ixxxiv. 8--1 i). “He who shall 
liavo his book given into liis left hand will say: ‘O that 
my book had never been given me, and that I bad not 
known my reckoning *” (S. Ixix. 25). Put the command 
goes forth, “ Lay hold of him and chain him ; then at the 
hell-fire burn liini” (S. Ixix. 30). It is said that wicked 
Musalmans will be seized by the right hand before they 
are cast into the lire, which is held a proof that they are not 
always to remain there. Some consider that the expression 
“ Pead thy book ” implies a literal reading ; others, that it 
is a metaphorical expression, which simply means that all 
the past actions will be known. Those who believe in a 
literal reading say that each believer will read the account 

^ The former are called AshabuT-Yamiii, men of the right ; the latter, 
Asliabu-sh'Shamal, men of the left. 
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of his faults only, and that other persons will read that of 
his good deeds. The face of the believer as he reads will 
sbine respleiidently, but black will be the face of the inlidel. 
Sufis, according to the Masnavi, claim exemption from tliis 
examination. Speaking of these books, elahilu’d-din says 
that they ar<i abolislied in the case of saints. 

(3.) The Balances (Mizan). This belief is based on the 
authority of the Quran, Sunnat, and the Ijrna'; no IVluslini, 
therefore, can have any doubt about it. Thus : “ They 
whose balances shall be Imavy shall be the blest ; but 
they whoso balances sliall be light, these are they who 
shall lose tlieir »souls, abiding in hell for ever ” (S. xxiii. 
104). '‘They whose balances shall be heavy, these are 
they wlio shall be happy ; and they whose balances shall 
be light, these are they who have lost their souls, for that 
to our signs they were unjust” (S. vii. 7, 8). “As to him 
whose balances are heavy, his shall be a life that shall 
please him well : and as to him whose balances are light, 
his dwelling-place shall be the pit. And who shall teach 
thee what the ])it (Al-IIawiyah) is? A raging lire ! ” (S. ci. 
5—8). Ill the Sahihii’l-Bukharf it is said that the believers 
will not be weighed in the balances, for “ God will say, 
' 0 Muliaminad ! make those of thy people from wliom no 
account is taken enter into Paradise.* ” ITophets and 
angels will also lie exempt. Such a test also is not re- 
quired for the unbelievers, for their state is very evident: 
“ By their tokens shall the sinners be known, and they 
shall be seized by their forelocks and their feet** (S. Iv. 41). 
“Vain, therefore, are tlieir works, and no weight will we 
allow them 011 the day of resurrection ** (S. xviii. 105). 
Some, however, say that all that is here denied is the 
fact of “a weigliiiig in their favour.** The place where the 
weighing will take place is situated midway between heaven 
and hell. Gabriel, standing by, watches the movement of 
the scales, and Michael guards the balance. There is a 
difference of opinion as to whether the “ works *’ themselves, 
or the books will be weighed. The latter opinion is sup- 

P 
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ported by a Tradition recorded by Tirmizi. “ The I’rophet 
said : ^ Ninety-nine registers will be distributed. God will 
say : ‘ What ! dost tlioii deny this, or have the recording 
angels treated thee unjustly ? ’ Each will say : ' No, 0 
Lord.’ ‘Hast thou then any excuse?’ ‘No, 0 Lord.’ 
Then God will display a cloth on which the Kaliiiia is 
written. This will be i)ut into one scale, and God will 
say : ‘ To tliee will bo no evil if thou hast a register in 
one scale and this cloth in the other, for the first scale 
will be light.’” This is considered conclusive testimony 
with regard to the weighing of the books. Tlie Mu‘tazilas 
objected to statements such as tliesc, for said they, “Actions 
are accidents, and the qualities of lightness and lieaviness 
cannot be attributed to accidents.” They explained the 
verses of the Quran, and the statements of the Traditions 
on this point, as being a figurative way of saying that 
perfect justice will be done to all in the day of judgment. 
To this the orthodox reply, that “ it is not known how 
God will do this (i.c,, the weighing of the books), but this 
ignorance does not inako God’s actions — so clearly made 
known — vain.” 

(4.) The Bridge (Sirat).^ The meaning of the word Sinit 
is a road, a way. It is so used in the (Jnran. “ If we 
pleased, wc would surely put out their eyes : yet even then 
would they speed on with rivalry in their path (Sirat)” 
(S. xxxvi. 66). “ Gather together those who have acted 

unjustly, and their consorts (demons), and the gods whom 
they liave adored beside God, and guide them to the road 
(Sirat) for hell” (S. xxxvii. 23). It is nowhere in the 
(Juniii called a bridge, but Tradition is very clear on this 
point. The Trophet said : “ There will be a bridge sharper 
than the edge of a sword, finer than a hair, suspended over 
hell. Some will pass over it in the twinkling of an eye, 

^ Muliaraniad was indebted to Zoroastrianism for tliis idea. The ancient 
Tersians called this bridge or road over liell the Chinavat. The word 
Sirat does not come from an Arabic root. (“Kcligiouof the Crescent,” 

P* 173.) 
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some like a flash of lightning, others with the speed of a 
swift horse. The angels will call out, ‘ 0 Lord ! save and 
protect/ Some Muslims will he saved, some will fall head- 
long into hell, and afterwards be released.” The infidels 
will all fall into hell and there remain for ever. The 
MuTazilas deny the existence of siieh a bridge. “ If we 
admit it,” say they, “it would be a trouble for the believers, 
and sucli there is not for tliem in tlie day of judgment.” 
To this tlie ortiiodox reply that tlie believers pass over it 
to show how they are saved from fire, and tliat thus tliey 
may be delighted with Paradise, and also to annoy the 
infidels. 

A1 ATaf is situated between heaven and liell. It is 
described thus : “ On (the wall) A1 A^raf shall be men who 
know all by their tokens,^ and they shall cry to tlie in- 
habitants of Paradise, ‘Peace be on you!’ but they shall 
not yet eater it, althougli they long to do so. And wlieii 
tlieir eyes are turned towards the inmates of the fire, they 
shall say, ‘0 our Lord! place us not with ofleiiding people, 
vte.” (S. vii. 44 , 45 ). Sale/s summary of the opinions 
regarding A1 Ah’jif in his Preliminary Discourse is exceed- 
ingly good. It is as follows: — 

“Tlioy call it Al Orf, and jiiore frecpKmtly in the plural AI 
Araf, a word derived from the verb Araja, which signifi(‘.s to 
distinguish between things, or to part them ; though some com- 
nienlators give another reason for the imposition of tins name, 
because, say tliciy, those who .stand on ilii.s jiartition will Icnow ami 
didiuguisJi the blessed from ilio damntMl ])y their respective marks 
or eharacteristios : and others say the word ])roperIy intends any- 
thing that is Iiiijli raided or dfnjfod^ as such a Avail of se.paration 
must bo supposed to h(;. Soim; imagiiuj it to be a sort of liiuhn for 
the patriarchs and ])rophets, or for the martyrs and those Avho liavo 
been most eminent for sanctity. OLIuts j)lace liei*e such Avhose 
good and evil works are so (spial that they (jxactly couiiterj>oise 
each otlier, and therefore deserve neith(?T reward nor ])nnishment ; 

^ “That is, they will know the inhabitants of Paradise by their wliite- 
ness, and the people of Hell by the blackness of their faces.” 
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and ilieso, say they, ^vill on tlio last day be admitted into Paradise*, 
after tliey sluill liave perfmanod an act of adoration, Avhich Avill he. 
imputed to tliem as a merit, and will make tlu3 scale of tlieir good 
works to overbalance. Otliors suppose this interimidiate space 
will be a receptacle for those who have gone to war without 
their parents’ leave, ami therein suITered martyrdom; being ex- 
cluded from Paradise for their disobedience, and escaping hell 
because they are martyrs.” 

Plicre is also ixu interval between the death of the body 
ill this world and the Last Day, called Al-Parzakh, 
**J^ehiiid them shall be a barrier (barzakli), until the day 
when they shall be raised again"’ (S. xxiii. 102). When 
deatli takes place, the soul is separated from tlie body by 
the Angel of Death ; in the case of the good with ease, in 
that of the wicked with violence. It then enters into Al- 
Barzakh.^ 

The Miislirik, one wlio ascribes plurality to God, will 
remain in hell for ever, for as Kufr, infidelity, is an eternal 
crime, its punishment must also lie eternal. “ The un- 
believers among tlie people of tlie Book, and among tlie 
Polytheists, shall go into the lire of Gehenna, to abide 
therein for aye. Of all creatures are they tlio worst 
(S. xcviii. 5). “ Cast into hell every infidel, every har- 

dened one, the liinderer of the good, tlie transgressor, tlie 
doubter who set up other gods witli God. Cast ye him 
into tlie fierce torment"" (S. I. 23-25). 

Muslims who commit great (kabfra) sins, though they 
die unrepentant, W'ill not remain in liell for ever, for “who- 
soever shall have wrought an atom’s weight of good shall 
behold it'" (S. xeix. 7). It is asserted that the fact of 
believing in Islam is a good work and merits a reward. 
The commentator Baizilvf says that the teaching of the 
verse, “Every soul shall be paid what it wrought"’ (S. iii. 
24), is that Service done is not lost. The believer will 
not be left in hell for ever, because, as the reward for his 

^ For some curious opinions with regurd to tlie state of the soul there, 
see Sale’s Treliminary Discourse, Section iv. p. 55. 
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faith and liis works cannot be paid in hell or before he 
enters it, it can only be given after he is released from it.” 
“ l^erfect faith (Iniiln-i-kauiil) consists in believing with 
sincerity of heart and acting in accordance thereto, but the 
actions are not the faith itself. Great sins, therefore, 
prevent a man from liaving ‘ perfect faith,’ but do not 
destroy faith (imau), nor make the Muslim an infidel, but 
only a sinner.” The JluTazilas teach that tlie Muslim 
who enters liell will remain there for ever. They main- 
tain that the person who, having committed great sins, 
dies unrepentant, tliougli not an infidel, ceases to he a 
believer, ami lienee suffers as the in(i<lels do, though the 
punishinont is lighter than that which an infidel receives. 
Ai-Ash‘arf held the following views : — The sinner who dies 
unrepentant is at the mercy of God, but the riophet wull 
iiiLei’cedo for him, as he said, ‘ Aly intercession is for 
tliosti among my people who commit great sins.’ ” At 
last they enter Paradise, and, whilst being punished, they 
must not be in the same fire as the infidels. He in wliose 
heart is one atom of faitli cannot bo finally lost.” “ If 
any man should repent, I (Aslfarf) do not hy my rcanun 
say, ‘ God must pardon him ; ’ but so it is revealed.” ^ 

The orthodox belief is tliat Muhammad is now an inter- 
cessor, and will lie so at tlie Last Day. I’he intercession 
then is of several kinds. Tliere is the ‘'great intercession,” 
to which tlie words “It may lie that thy Lonl will raise 
thee to a glorious station” (»S. xvii. 81) are supposed to 
refer. The Macpim-i-mahmud (glorious station) is said to 
he the jdace of intercession, in wliich all persons will praise 
the I’rophet. The people will be in great fear. jMuhaiumad 
will say, “ O my people ! I am appointed for intercession.” 
Their fear will then pass away. The second intercession is 
made so that they may enter into Paradise without render- 
ing ail account. The autliorities difter with regard to this. 
The tliird intercession is on behalf of those Muslims who 
ouglit to go to hell. The fourth for those who are already 
^ SharastiUii in “Milal W’a Nilial,” p. 73. 
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there. No one but the Prophet can make these interces- 
sions. The fifth intercession is for an increase of rank to 
those wlio are in IViradise. TJje Mu‘ta/ilas, however, main- 
tained that there would be no intercession for Muslims 
guilty of great sins, and quottid the verse, “ Fear ye the 
day when soul shall not satisfy for soul at all, nor shall 
any ransom be taken, neither shall they be helped '' (S. ii. 
45). The orthodox bring in re])ly this Tradition: “The 
IVophct said, ‘ J\Iy intercession is for the men of my follow- 
ing who have committed great sins.' " If this Tradition is 
disputetl, they then say that the verse in the Quran just 
quoted does not refer to Muslims at all, but to the infidels. 
The orthodox hold that the Prophet will intercede for 
Muslims who commit the greater sins, and this is clear 
from the Qur;tii, Suniiat, and the Ijrml^-i-umniat. Thus 
(lod said, “ Who is he that can intercede with Him but 
by His own permission?” (S. ii. 256). It may here be 
remarked that this verse only proves that intercession may 
be ‘‘by permission,” not that Muhammad is an intercessor 
in his owui right; a dogma which cannot be proved from 
the Quran, though Traditions may be (juoted to support it. 
According to a Tradition related by Anas, the Propliet 
said, “ In the day of resurrection Miisalmfuis will not be 
able to move ; they will be greatly distressed and say, 

‘ Would to God that we had asked Him to create some one 
to intercede for us, that we might be taken from this place, 
and be delivered from tribulation and sorrow.' '' The Tra- 
dition goes on to state how they sought help from Adam 
and the prophets of the old dispensation, who one and 
all excused themselves on account of their own sinfulness. 
“ Then,” said the Prophet, “ the Musalmans will come to 
me, and I will ask permission to go into God’s presence 
and intercede for them.” 

The second advent of Christ is a sign of the last day. 
“ Jesus is no more than a servant whom We favoured . . . 
and he shall be a sign of the last hour” (S. xliii. 61). He 
will not, according to the Quran, come as a judge, but, like 
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other prophets, to be judged.^ “We formed with tlicni 
{ie., prophets) a strict covenant, tliat God may question the 
men of trutli as to tlieir triitli (/.r., how tliey have dis- 
charged their prophetic functions)” (S. xxxiii. 7, 8). lie 
will come to bear witness against the Jews who reject him : 
“ In tlie day of resurrection, lie will bo a witness against 
them ” (S. iv. 158). 

It is necessary to believe in tlie pond of the Tinphet 
called Kausar. This faith is founded on the verse “ Truly 
we have given thee an abundance ” (S. cviii. 1 .). Eukharf 
says, “ The meaning of Kausar is the ' abundance of good ’ 
wiiich God gives to the rrophet.” 

Tliero are many degrees of felicity in heaven to wiiich 
the believers are admitted. The Prophet, according to 
Trimizi, said there w^orc one hundred. Some of these may 
possibly be meant by the eight names they give to Paradise, 
(i.) .lannatul-Khuld, “Say: Is this, or the Garden of 
Eternity which was promised to the God-fearing, b(3st ? ” 
(S. XXV. 16). (2.) Jannatu's-Salain. “ For tliom is a 

Dwelling of Peace with their Lord” (kS. vi. 127). (3.) 

JVirui-Qarilr, “Tlie life to come is the Mansion wiiich 
abideth” (S. xl. 42). (4.) eTannatui-‘Adan. “To the 

Faithful, both men and women, God promiseth gardens 
and goodly mansions in the Garden of Eden” (S. ix. 73). 
(5.) Jannatui-Mawii “ Kear wiiich is the Garden of 
Kepose ” (S. liii. 15). (6.) Janiiatu’n-Nai'rn. “Amid 

delights shall the righteous dwell” (S. Ixxxii. 13). (7.) 

Janiiatui-Illiyun. “The register of the righteous is in 
Illiyuii ” (S. Ixxxiii. 18). (8.) Jaiiiiatui-Firdaus. “Those 

who believe and do the things that are right, they shall have 
the Gardens of Paradise for their abode” (S. xviii. 107). 

Hell is said to have seven divisions. “ Verily hell 
(Jahaimam) is the promise for them one and all ; it hath 
seven portals, and at every door there is a separate party 
of them ” (S. xv. 44). Tiie Quran, though it mentions the 

' Ahmad bin Hayat, a Mu'tazila, taught that Christ would judge men at 
the last day. (“ Milal wa Nihal,” by Sharaslani, p. 42.) 
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names of these divisions, does not state what classes of per- 
sons will be sent to each ; but Muslim commentators have 
supplied the needed information.^ They classify them 
thus : — (i.) Jahannara, for sinners who die without repent- 
ance. Tliis includes Muslims, for “There is not one of 
you who will not go down to it (hell)” (S. xix. 72). (2.) 

Laza, for the infidels (i.e., Christians). “ For Laza, drag- 
ging him by the seal}), shall claim him,” &c. (S. xcvii. 5). 
(3.) Hutamah, a fire for Jews, and according to some for 
Christians. (4.) Sa'fr, for devils, the descendants of Iblfs, 
for “ Those who devour the property of orphans unjustly 
only devour into their bellies fire, and they broil in 
Sa‘fr” (S. iv. 1 1). (5.) Saqar, for the Magiaus ; also for 

those wdio neglect prayer. “ Taste ye tlie touch of saqar ” 
(S. liv. 47). (6.) Jahfm, a boiling caldron for idolaters ; 

also for Gog and Magog. “ Thou shalt not be questioned as 
to the followers of A 1 Jahfm” (S. ii. i 13). (7.) Ili'iwiyah, 

a bottomless pit for hypocrites. “As for liirii whose bal- 
ance is light, his dwelling sliall be Htiwiyiih ” (S. ci. 8). 
It is said that heaven has one division more than hell, to 
show that Goi^s mercy exceeds His justice. 

At the last day hell will be brought to the seat of judg- 
ment, “And hell on that day shall be moved up” (S. 
xxxix. 24). In tlie Tafsfr-i-llusaiiu it is said that sevent)'' 
thousand angels with seventy thousand chains will hoist 
heaven up. Tlie commentator Ibii-i-^Abhils, and most 
others, believe tliat this passage is to be interpreted literally. 
Muhammadans are to enter liell. “ No one is there of you 
wdio shall not go down into it” (S. xix. 72). 

The AIu‘tazilas say that heaven and hell are not in 
existence now, but will be created after the day of judg- 
ment ; for they maintain that if both are now in existence, 
they must be destroyed with the heavens and the earth 
at the last day. The orthodox declare that both do exist 

' There is notinng in the Qunin to justify this classification of those 
who to hell. The Qura'ri simply says that a separate party will be at 
each door. 
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HOW, and quote this verse : “ There shall be a blast on the 
trumpet, and all who are in the heavens and on the earth 
shall expire, save those whom God shall vouchsafe to live ” 
(S. xxxix. 68 ). The ‘‘those whom” are said to be those 
in heaven and in hell, and therefore heaven and hell must 
exist now, and also then. Again we read : “ Near the 
Sidrah tree which marks the boundary near which is the 
Garden of Eepose” (Jannatu’l-Mawii) (S. liii. 14 ). The 
Mu‘tazilas say for “ Jannat ” we should read “ Jaiu'ih ” — a 
wing — which by rnetonomy stands for Gabriel, and so there 
is ]io reference to heaven at all. The orthodox reply that 
no Qarf has ever adopted the reading Janah for Jannat. 

The Muhammadan writers give very full and minute 
accounts of the events connected with the resurrection, 
judgment, and future state of those who are lost and of 
those w’ho are saved. Sale gives such an excellent sum- 
mary of these opinions that it is not necessary to ent(3r into 
details here. Tlie orthodox belief is that the statements in 
the Qunln and the Traditions regarding the pleasures of 
Paradise are to be taken literally. 

6 . The 1 ’redestination of Good and Evil. — I have 
already in the section in which the attribute “will” is 
described given some account of the dogmatic statements 
concerning tlie doctrine of predestination ; but as it always 
forms a distinct chapter in Musalman books, I treat it 
separately here. Having, however, in the passage? referred 
to, given A1 Perkevi's words on the attribute “ will,” it is 
only necessary to make a short extract from his dogmatic 
statement concerning predestination, lie says: — 

“It is necessary to confess that good and evil take place by tlie 
l>rcdestination and predetermination of God, that all that 1ms becui 
and all that will bo was decreed in eternity and written on the 
preserved table that the faith of the believer, tlie f)iety of tlie 

^ This, the Laaliii’l-IMalifiiz, is rcfcrrffl to in Surah Ixxxv. 22, as that on 
which the Qiinin is written. In Siirali xxxvi. ii, the act ions of men are 
said to be written in “the clear book of our decrees.” This is called the 
Irnaraivl-Mubin, the clear prototype. 



THE FAITH OF ISLAM 


234 

pious ami good actions arc foreseen, willed, predestinated, decreed 
by the writing on tlio ]>rcsorved table, produced and approved l)y 
God ; that the unV)elief of tlie unbeliever, tlie impiety of the 
impious and bad actions come to pass with the fore-knowledge, 
will, predestination and decree of God, but not with Ilis satis- 
fa<*.tion and approval. Should any ask why God willeth and 
produceth evil, we can only reply that He may have wise ends in 
view which we cannot comprehend.” 

There are three well-defined schools of thought on this 
subject of predestination : — 

rirst, Tlie Jabrfans, so called from the w^ord “jabr,” 
compulsion, deny all free agency in man,^ and say that man 
is necessarily constrained by the force of God's eternal and 
immutable decree to act as lie does.^ They hold that as 
God is the absolute Lord, Ife can, if He so wills, admit all 
men into paradise or cast all into hell. This sect is one of 
the branches of the Ash'urfans, with whom on most points 
they agree. Tliere are several subdivisions of the Jabn'an 
sect ; those who say man has absolutely no power at all 
over his actions ; those who say he has the power, but 
cannot exercise it, and those who, like the Asli‘arf{ins, hold 
the dogma of Kasb. 

Secondly, The (Hadrians, who deny Al-(Jadr, or God’s 
absolute decree, say that evil and injustice ought not to be 
attributed to God, but to man, who is altogether a free 

^ “The honour of man lies in being under compulsion, not in having a 
share in free will.” (Gulsh;ln-i-Riiz.) 

® “The Trophet of God said that Adam and Moses (in the world of 
.^l)irits) maintained a debate before God, and Adam got tlie better of 
Moses, who said, ‘Thou art that Adam whom God created and breathed 
into thee His own spirit, and made the angels bow down before thee, and 
placed thee in Paradise ; after which thou threwest man upon the earth, 
from the fault, which thou didst commit.* Adam replied, ‘Thou art that 
Moses whom God selected for His prophecy and to converse with, and He 
gave thee twelve tables, in which are explained everything, and He made 
thee His confidant and the bearer of His secrets ; then how long was the 
Hiblo written l>efore I was created?* Moses said, ‘Forty years.’ Then 
said Adam, * Didst thou see in the Bible that Adam disobeyed God ? ’ 
‘Yes.’ ‘Dost thou reproach me on a matter which God wrote in the 
Bible forty years before creating me ? * ** 



JABRfANS AND QADRIANS 235 

agent. This sect is generally considered to be a branch of 
the Mu‘tazila body, tlioiigh in reality it existed before Wasil 
quitted the school of his master Hasan. As Wasil, however, 
followed the opinions of Mdbadu’l-Johui, the leading Qadrian 
divine, the MuTazilas and Qadrfans are practically one and 
the same. Sharastaiii describes their views thus : — “ Alan 
is free ami is the creator of liis actions — good or bad — and 
merits in the next world the reward or the punishment of 
what he has done.” 

Thirdly, The Ash'arians, of whom I have already given 
some account, maintain that God lias one eternal will, which 
is applied to whatsoever He willeth, both of Ilis own actions 
and those of men; that He willeth that which Ho kiioweth 
and wliat is written on the preserved table ; that Ho willeth 
both good and evil. So far they agree with the Jabrfans ; 
but then they seem to allow some ])ower to man, a tenet 
I have already explained wlien describing their idr3a of 
Kasb.” The orthodox or Sunni bidicf is theoretically 
Ash^arian, but practically the Suniifs are confirmed Jabrians. 
The AfuTazila doctrines are looked upon as quite heretical. 

No subject has been more warmly discussed in Isliliu 
than th«at of predestination. Imdm Abu Hanifa puts the 
matter thus: — Works are of three kinds; those ordered 
by God (farizah) ; those which are good (fazilah) ; those 
which are evil (ma'siyah). The first came into existence 
by the direct order of God, by His decree, desire, power, 
creation, knowledge, and grace, and are written on the 
'preserved table;' the second (fazilah) are not by direct 
order not farz) of God, but are by His decree, and are 
also written on the ' preserved table ; ’ the third (imVsiyah) 
are not by order of God, but by His decree, yet not of His 
decree ; by His appointment, though He has no ])leasure 
therein ; by His creation, though not of His grace. Ho 
knew of them, and they too are written on the ‘ preserved 
table.' ” 

The following abstract of some lengthy discussions will 
present the points of difference. 
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The Ash'arlans, who in this matter represent in the main 
orthodox views, formulate their objections to the Mu'tazila 
system tlius : — 

(i.) If man is the causer of an action by the force of his 
own will, then he should also have the power of controlling 
the result of that action. 

(ii.) If it be granted that man has the power to originate 
an act, it is necessary that he should know all acts, because 
a creator sliould be independent in act and choice. Inten- 
tion must be conditioned by knowledge. To this the 
Mu^tuzilas will reply that a man need not know the length 
of a road before he walks, or the structure of the throat 
before he talks. 

(iii.) Suppose a man wills to move his body, and God at 
the same time wills it to be steady, then if botli intentions 
c,ome to pass tliere will be a collection of opposites ; if 
neither, a removal of opposites; if tlic exaltation of the 
tirst, an unreasonable preference. 

(iv.) If man can create an act, some of liis works will be 
better than some of the works of God; a man deter- 
mines to have faith : now faith is a better thing than 
reptiles, which are created by God. 

(v.) If man is free to act, wliy can he not make at once 
a human body ? why does he need to thank God for grace 
and faitli ? 

(vi.) But better far than all argument, the orthodox say, 
is the testimony of the Book. ‘"No mischance chanceth 
either on earth or in your own persons, but ere we created 
them it was in the Book” of eternal decrees), (S. 
Ivii. 22). “'rhou truly caiist not guide whom thou desirest, 
but God guideth whom lie will” (S. xxviii. 56). This 
verse is said to have been revealed on the following occa- 
sion. When Abii Talib was about to die, tlio Prophet said : 

O uncle ! say the Kalima, ‘ Tliere is no God but God,' 
and I will testify to God concerning it on thy behalf ; ” but 
Abu-Jahl and ‘Abdudhih bin Abl said to the dying man, 
“ What ! dost thou turn from the sect of Abu 1 -Mat^ab ? ” 
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The Prophet ceased not to urge liiin to confess the faith 
of Islam, hut the old man said, “ I am of the sect of 
AbiVl-AIatlab, and I refuse to say the Kalima.” Then 
replied the Prophet, “ By God, until prohibited, I will 
seek pardon for thee.*’ Then this verse was revealed, 
showing that God alone could will the change the Prophet 
desired.’ We now return to the quotations from the 
Quran. “All things have we created under a fixed 
decree ** (S. liv. 49). Wlien God created you and that 
ye make ” (S. xxxvii. 94). Some of them tliere were 
whom God guided, and there were others decreed to err ” 
(S. xvi. 38). As God decrees faith and obedience, He 
must be tlie causer of it, for “on the hearts of tliese hatli 
God graven the Faith” (S. Iviii. 22). “It is he who 
causeth y<ai to laugh and weep, to die and make alive ” 
(S. liii. 44). “If God pleased, He would surely bring 
them, one and all, to the guidance” (S. vi. 36). “Had 
God pleased, Ho had guided you all aright” (S. vi. 150). 
‘‘ Had the Lord pleased, Tie would have made mankind 
of one religion” (S. xi. 120). God will mislead whom 
He pleascth, and whom Ho pleaseth He will place upon 
the straight path” (S. vi. 39). Tradition records tliat the 
Prophet said, “ God is the maker of all makers and of 
their actions.” “ 

The Mu^tazilas took up the opposite side of this groat 
question and said : — 


3 Sahihu’l on Suiatu’l-Qisjis. 

- Ibri Kali, commenting on tlio verse, “When tliy Lord brought fortli 
tlieir descendants from the reins of tlie sons of Adam and took tlicm to 
witness against themselves, ‘Am I not,’ said He, ‘your Lord V they said, 
‘‘Yes, wc witness it’” (S. vii. 171), goes on to say, “God formed all tlie 
prophets and saints into one class, and the martyrs into another. Thi; 
jiions men, also, were separated into one, and the wicked into another. 
One class was formed of the obedient servants, while the unbelicvf.Ts, vi/., 
the JcAvs, the Christians, the Magians, the Hindus, &c., wera likewise 
divided into several parties ; next, they were shaped into forms, that is, 
the shape in which he was to appcfir in the world was predestined for 
each one.” This passage is quoted with approval by the Wahhiibi author 
of the Taqwiyatu'Monin. 
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(i.) If mau lias no power to will or to do, then what is 
tlie difference between praising God and sinning against 
]Iiin ; between faith and infidelity ; good and evil ; what 
is the use of comiiiaiids and prohibitions ; rewards and 
punishments ; promises and threats ; what is tlie use of 
l)rophets, books, &c. ? 

(ii.) Some acts of men are bad, such as tyranny and 
polytlieism. If these are created by God, it follows that to 
tyrannise and to ascribe plurality to the Jleity is to render 
obedience. To this the Ash'arians reply that orders are of 
two kinds, immediate and mediate. The former, which they 
call “Amr-i-takwfti,” is the order, '"lie and it was.” Tliis 
comprehends all existences, and according to it whatever 
is ordered must come to pass. Tlie latter they call Amr- 
i-tashri‘(,” an order given in the Law. This comes to men 
through prophets, and thus is to be obeyed. True obedience 
is to act according to that wdiich is revealed, not according 
to the secret intentions of God, for that we know not. 

(iii.) If God decrees the acts of men. Ho should bear the 
name of that which Ho decrees. Thus the causer of infide- 
lity is an infidel ; of tyranny a tyrant, and so on ; but to 
speak thus of God is blasphemy. 

(iv.) If infidelity is decreed by God, He must wish it ; 
but a prophet desires faith and obedience, and so is opposed 
to God. To this the orthodox reply, tliat God knows by 
Ilis eternal knowledge that such a man will die an infidel. 
If a prophet intends by bringing the message of salvation 
to such an one to make God's knowledge become ignorance, 
he would be doing wrong ; but as he does not know the 
secret decrees of God, his duty is to deliver his message 
according to the Hadis : “ A prophet has only to deliver 
the clear message.” 

(v.) The Miftazilas claimed as on their side all verses 
of the Quran in which the words to do, to construct, to 
renew, to create, are applied to men. Such are the verses : 

“ Whatever is in the heavens and in the earth is God's, that 
lie may reward those who do evil according to their deeds ; 
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and those wlio do good will lie reward with good things ” 
(S. liii, 32). “AVlioso shall have wrought evil shall not be 
recompensed hut with its like ; but whoso sliall have done 
the things that are right, whether male or female, and is 
a believer, these shall enter Paradise” (S. xl. 43). Say : 
“The truth is from the Lord; let him then wlio will, be- 
lieve; and let liini who will, be an infidel” (S. xviii. 28).^ 
“Those wdio add gods to God will say; 'If God had 
pleased, neither we nor our fathers had given Him com- 
panions.’ Say ; ‘ Verily ye follow only a conceit, ye utter 
lies’” (S. vi. 149). The Tradition is also very plain. 
“All good is ill Tliy hands, and evil is not to Thee.” The 
Mu'tazilas also held that it was incumbent on God to guide 
all men and make them good ; to which statement their 
opponents replied by saying that no one can predicate of 
God that anything is incumbent to Him. 

The Ash'arians have one famous text which they bring 
to bear against all tliis reasoning and evidence. It is : 
“ This truly is a warning ; and whoso willeth, taketh the 
way of his Lord ; but v-ill it yc shall not, unless God will 
it, for God is knowing, wise” (S. Ixxvi. 29, 30). To the 
Tradition they reply : (1.) That there is a dilTer(mce between 
acquiescence in evil and decreeing it. 1’hus the expression 
“ God willeth not tyranny for His servants,” does not mean 
that God hatli not decreed it, but that tyranny is not one 
of His attributes : so “ evil is not to Thee ” means it is not 
an attribute of God; and (2.) the I [ad is or Tradition must 
be explained in accordance with the teaching of the Qurdn. 

The Muslim philosophers tried to find a way out of the 
difficulty. Averhoes says ; “ We are free to act in this 
way or that, but our will is always determined by some 
exterior cause. For example, we see something which 
pleases us, we are drawn to it in spite of ourselv(\s. Our 


^ The orthodox commentator ‘Abbas says: “Tliis verse refers to tlie 
decree, ‘lie whom (4od wills to believe certainly will do so, and whom 
lie wills to be an infidel will be one,* and not at all to man’s free will.” 
(Tafsir-i-Husaini, vol. ii. p. 9.) 
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will is thus bound by exterior causes. Tliese causes exist 
according to a certain ortler of things wliich is founded on 
the general laws of nature. God alone knows beforeliand 
the necessary connection which to us is a mystery. The 
connection of our will with exterior causes is determined 
by the laws of nature. It is this which in theology wo 
call ‘ decree's and predestination." ” ^ 

I have already shown how, as Isldin grow into a system, 
the Muslims fell into a Cabbalism, and a superstitious 
reverence for the mere letters and words of the Qurdn. 
With this declension came <a still more distorted view of 
the character of God. The quotations made from the 
Quran in the last few images will have shown that whilst 
some passages seem to attribute freedom to man, and speak 
of his coiise([ueiit responsibility, others teach a clear and 
distinct fatalism. The great strengtli of Islam lay in the 
energy with wliich Muhammad preached the doctrine that 
God was a Divine lluler, one who would deal righteous 
judgment, who “ taught man that which he knew not."" 
As the system became more com])lex and dogmatic, men 
lust the sense of the nearness of God. He became an 
unapproachable being. A liarsh uiifecding Fate took the 
place of the Omnipotent Ruler. It is this dark fatalism 
which, whatever the Quran may teach on the subject, is the 
ruling principle in all Muslim communities. It is this 
which makes all Muhammadan nations decay. Careless of 
self-improvement," heedless of the need of progress, the 
Muslim nations, still independent, are in all that relates 
to the higher aspects of intellectual and civilised life far 
befiiud the nations of the West. 

The subject of ‘Ilm-i-‘AqtUd, or the science of dogma, 
properly ends liere, but most Muslim treatises include in 
this branch of the subject a few practical remarks. I 

* “ Mo.laiigos de Pliilosopbie, Juivc et Anibe/’ par S. Munk, p. 458. 

- Thus the poet Fai^l says: ‘‘Uefore thou and I were thought of, our 
free will was taken from our hands ; be without cares, for the Maker of 
both worlds settled our affairs long before we were made.” 
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therefore add a snmniary of them here. The believer who 
commits murder, fornication, &e., does not cease to be a 
Muslim, provided tliat he does not say that these are 
allowed. Should ho die unrej)entaiit, God can punish him 
for a while in hell, or forgive him without puiiislimeiit. It 
is right to call one who commits tlie greater sins a wdeked 
j\[nslim, but not a K;Uir. The MiiTazilas liold that such 
an one is neither a believer nor an infidel, but something 
between the two. Tlie Alazdariah, a subdivision of the 
Mu^tazilas, lielieve that tlie uiirepciitaiit sinner will be in 
hell for ever. The Nnjjariahs, wdio on some ])oints hold 
Mu'tazila doctrines, diiTer from the Mazrlariah on this jioint. 
They say that niire])eiitant Muslims will go to hell, but will 
be released after a time, for “justice does not reqnini 
erpiality of treatment of bad Muslims and Kafirs,” The 
Jfadd, a punishment based on a Zahir, or olivions sentence 
of the (Juran, refpiires that a Muslim who apostatises shall 
be put to deatli.^ In the case of an apostate woman, Imam 
Abn Hanifa ruh*d that she should he im]:)risoned and beaten 
every day. The other three Imfuns, AL-tlik, Sliafi‘i, and 
Ilanbal, said that she should be put to death in accord- 
ance with the 'J'radition which says, “ lie who changes his 
religion, kill.” The Arabic word “man,” usually translated 
“he wlio,” is of common gender, and so these Imams in- 
clude wonicii in the list of those wlio, after apostasy, are to 
l>e killed." God does not pardon polytheism and infidelity, 
but lie can, if Ke willeth, pardon all other crimes. Tf any 
one is asked, “ Dost thou believe?” lie should reply, “I am 
truly a believer,” and not say, “If God willetli.” If any 

^ Tlic* imnislinient of <loath is sojuetiiiics decreed for Icssj'r on'ences. Jn 
the latter part of tlio year 1S79, one of the Turkish ‘Ulain/i, nauied Ahma<l 
was condemned to death for having assisted Dr. Koc;ll(!, an Englisli clergy- 
man residing in Constantinople, in the translation r)f the ] 5 ook of Common 
Trayer and a trad on Christ the Wort! of God.” Owing to tlie urgent 
representations of thenritisli Ambassador the Khojah’s life was spared, 
blit he was banished to tlie island of Ohio. 'J’hc Porte promised to 
maintain bis family whilst lie was absent. Jt need scarcely be said that 
notliing of the kin<i has been done. 

" Journal Asialtque, 4mc Serie, tome 17, p. 582. 

Q 
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one says to him, ‘‘Wilt thou die in the faith?'' he should 
reply, “ I do not know ; God knows." Except when speak- 
ing of prophets, or of those of whom the prophets liave 
spoken, such as Abu 15 akr, Omar, Osman, and ‘All, it must 
not be said of any one, “ lie is gone to Paradise," for God 
only knows his state. Prayer must be said for a deceased 
Muslim whether ho was a good or bad man. To give alms, 
to read the (Juran, to perform other good works, and to 
apply tlie merit tlius gained to tlie souls of the dead, is a 
pious and beneficial act. This opinion, however, thougli 
very common, seems to be in direct contradiction to tlie 
following statements of tlie Quran : “ lie wlio commits kufr 
(infidelity), on him is his kufr," Le.^ the result of it (S. xxx. 
43). “No burdened one shall bear another’s burden" (S. 
vi. 1 64). The Tafsir-i-IIusaiiii says, “ Every one must bear 
the punislimeut of his own sin." 



NOTE TO CHAPTER IV 


MUSLIM nilLOSOrHY 

1 iiAV]’] shown ill th (3 preceding chiipter how the earlier scholastics, 
or the jMu'taziliis, as they are called, were finally crushed l>y the 
orthodox party. The later scholastics, or the pliilosophors, form 
the subject of this note. The Klialff ^htiiiun (813-833 a 

notorious free-thinker, was the first to give an inijmlse to pliilo- 
sophic researches.^ It was then that Greek philosophical works 
were translated into Arabic. The Greek autlior most patronised 
was Aristotle, partly because his oinpirical nietliod accorded with 
the positive tendencies of the Arab mind better than the pure 
idealism of Plato, and partly because liis system of logic was con- 
sitlered a useful auxiliary in the daily quarrels beUveoii the rival 
theological schools. It was quite natural that Aristotle should be 
thus followed. “The ^lusalnnln mind Avas trained in habits of 
absolute obedience to the authority of fixed dogmas. Tlio Muslims 
did not so much wish to discover trutli as to cultivate their own 
intellect. For that purpose a sharj) and subtle systeniatist like 
Aristotle was the very man they requiicil.^' - The iMoors and 
Spanish Jews wore devoted students of the Ik^ripatotic pliiiosophy. 
Some idea of tlie range of subjects tlieu discussed may be gained 
from an account given by the Arab historian, Masoudi, of a meet- 
ing held under the presidentship of Yahya, one of the famous 
Earmecide family.^ Yah3'a thus addressed the meeting : “ You 
liave discusseil at length the theory of concealment (Al-Kunnin) 
and manifestation (Al Zahur), of pre-existence and creation, of 

^ “The latest stronghold of paganism was the University of Athens. It 
was suppressed by the Emperor Justinian 1 . in 529 a.j>. Its teachers fled 
into Persia, and there laid the foundation of the later literary period of 
Isljfm under the ruling family of the ‘Abbussides/’ (“ Church History,” by 
Kurtz, vol. i. p. 240.) 

- Kingsley’s “Alexandria and her Schools,” p. 160. 

3 “ Les Prairies d’Or,” tome sixidme, p. 368. 
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duration and stability, of movement and quiescence, of the union 
and separation (of the Divine substance), of existence and non- 
existence, of 1)0(1 ics and accidents, of the approval and tlic refuta- 
tion (of the Tsmids of the Traditions), of the absence or the 
existence of attributes in God, of potential and active f(n*ce, of 
substance, cpiantity, modality and relation, of life and «anniliilation. 
You have examined tlie (pu'stion as to whether the liuani rules 
by divine ri^dit or by popular election ; you have had an ox- 
liaustivo discussion on metaphysical subjects in llioir principles 
and corollaries. Occupy yourselves to-day with the subject of 
lov(^” Ac. 

The trauslalion of the works of Aristotle, as indeed of all tlie 
Gretjk authors, was made by Syrian and Chaldean Christians, and 
especially by the Nestorians, who, as physicians, wore in higli 
favour with the liberal Khallfs of the ‘AbhAsside dynasty. In 
some cases the translation into Arabic was made from Syriac 
versions, fur in the time of the Emperor Justinian many Gro(*k 
works had been translated into the latter language. The most 
celebrated translator was the Nestorian physician Tfonoiii-Ibn- 
Isliak (died 876 A.n.), a man profoundly acquainted with the 
Syriac, Greek, and Arabic languages, lie was at the head of a 
school of iuterpreters in DaghdAd, to which his son Ishak-ben- 
llonein and his nephew IIobeisch-AI-Asam also belonged. In the 
tenth century (a.d.) Yaliya-ben-Adi and Isa-ben-Zara’a translated 
SOUK) Avorks and corrected earlier translations of others. It is 
to these men that the Arabs owe their chief acquaintance with 
Aristotle and Plato. 

The study of Aristotle spread rapidly amongst the Muslim 
people, especially amongst the heretical sects. Tlie orthodox 
looked with grave suspicion on the movement, but coTild not for 
a while stay the impulse. The historian IMakrizi says : ‘‘ The 
doctrine of the philosophers has worked amongst tlie Muslims 
evils most fatal. It serves only to augment tlie errors of the 
heretics and to increase their impiety.” ^ It came into contact 
with ^Muslim dogmas in such subjects as the creation of the world, 
the special providence of God, and the nature of the divine 
attributes. To a certain extent the !Mu‘tazilas were supported 
by the philosophical theories they embraced, but this did not 


^ “ Melanges de Philosophic, Juivc et Arabe,” par S. Munk, p. 315. 
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diminish the disfiivour ^vith which the orthodox looked upon the 
study of philosophy. Still it grew, and men in self-defence had 
to adopt philosophic methods. Thus arose a later system of 
scholasticism. The earlier system Avas confined maiiily to matters 
of religion ; tlie later school occupied itself with the Avhole range 
of philosophic investigation, and thus Avent farther and farther 
away from orthodox TslAni. 

The ^Muslims themselves did not Avrite hooks on philosophy in 
the earlier jjcriod. ^leii of liberal tcmhmcies imhibed its teaching, 
but orthodoxy finally gained the day over the earlier scholastics, 
and in the form kiioAvii as that of the Ash‘arian S(;hool became 
again supreme. The great inlelloctual movement of the philo- 
sopliers [)L’opor, the later scholastics (Mutakallinh^in), lasted longer, 
]}ut by the end of the twelftli century (a.d.) the Avhole JMuham- 
mavlaii Avorld had again become orthodox. SalahuM-diii (Sala- 
din) and his successors in Egypt Averti strong sup[;ort<‘rs of tlni 
Asldarfans. 

The period now under review Avas one pi’olifie of authors on 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, exegesis, traditions, and tlui varions 
})ranches of philosophy; hut tlio men who stand out most pro- 
minently as philosophers AA’^erc then, and are now, considered 
lieretics. Strictly s[)oaking, oiic should not speak of Arab, hut of 
^Muslim philosophy, for, curiously enough, only one famous pliilo- 
suplier, Al'Kendi, was an Ajal). 

Al-Kendi Avas l)orii at Basrah, on the P(n*sia.n Clulf. lie died 
aliout 870 A.i). He Avas a A^ery scientific man, hut a thorough 
rationalist in theology. He composed commentaries on the logic 
<»f Ari.st(jtle. In his great Avork on the unity of God he has 
strayed far aAvay from ]\Inslim dogmas. 

A1 PViralh, another philosopher patronised by tlie ‘Ahhassides, 
seems to have denied not oidy the rigid ami fornud Isldmic view 
of inspiration, Ijiit any objective revelation at all. Ho Avas for 
a Avhile under the inllncnee of Sufi'ism, and held that intuition 
Avas a true iiis])iration, and that all Avho liad acquired intuitive 
Icnowledge Avere real proplu'ts. This is tlie only njvelation ho 
admits. He received his philosophic training at Ikighddd, Avhere 
for a Avliile he taught ; but finally lie went to Damascus, where lie 
died, 950 A.D. 

Abii SfnA, better known as Avicenna, a man of l^ersian origin, 
Avas a philosopher of great note, hut of him it is said that, in spite 



246 THE FAITH OP ISlAm 

of tlie concessions lie ma<le to the religious ideas of liis age, ho 
could not find favour for his* opinions, whicli ill accord with the 
princijdos of Isldin. ITc was horn near IhikliiirA in tlio year 
980 A.D. Por a wliilo he taught medicine and [)hilosoj)hy in 
Isfahdii. 

Ibn liadja (Avcmpaco) was one of the most celebrated Muslim 
philoso[)liers of Spain. He was born at Sarago.ssa towards the end 
of the eleventh ccntmy. Ho is distinguished for having opposed 
the mystical tendencies of the teaching of Al-Ghazzdli', and for 
maintaining that speculative science alone was capable of leading 
man to a true conception of his own proiier nature. He was 
violently attacked by the orthodox divines, who declared that all 
philosopliical teaching was a calamity for religion and an alTIic- 
tioii to those avIio were in the good 'way.’’ 

Al-Ghazzali was born a.d. 1059 in Khnnisan. Ho was a famous 
^luslini divine. He adopted scholastic methods. Hor a while ho 
was President of tiie Xizdmiali College at Baghdad. He travelled 
much, and wrote many books to prove the suptnioiity of Ishlin 
over all other religions and over ])hilosopliy. Tlie first result of 
his wide and extensive study of the writings of the philosophers 
and of the heretics was that he fell into a stale of scepticism with 
regard to religion and philosophy. Prom tliis lie emerged into 
fSufiism, in whicli his restless spirit foiiinl satisfaction. On Siifiism, 
liowever, lie exorcised a very notable iniluenco ; but the scepticism 
which he still retained as regard.s ])hilosophy reudiu’od him a very 
formidable o])ponent to those who were trying to bring rshiin 
into accoi’d witli philosophic theories. His works, ‘‘ Temdency of 
Philosophers ” and “ Destruction of the Philosophers/’ liad an 
immense iutiueiice. In the preface to the latter book ho speaks 
of “those who arrogate to themselves a superior intelligence, and 
wlio, in their pride, mistaking the precc[)ts of religion, take as a 
guide the authority of certain great men, instead of revealed re- 
ligion/’ It is, however, and with some show of reason, supposed 
that Al-GhazzAll did not really object to all tliat lie condemned, 
but that to gain the orthodox he wrote what he did. Indeed, 
Moses of Narbonne states that Ghazzali later on in life wrote a 
book, circulated only amongst a few select friends, in which he 
withdrew many of the objections he liad raised in the “ Destruc- 
tion of Pliilosophers.” Be that as it may, it is acknowledged that 
he dealt a blow to philosophy from which in the East it has never 
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recovered; that is, as far as the Muslim world is concerned. His 
course marks a reaction of the exclusively religious principle of 
Isldm against philosophical speculation, whicli, in sj)ite of all 
accommodation, never made itself ortliodox. 

In Spain philosophy still found an ardent defemlcr in Ibn Rashid, 
better known as Averhoes. This celebrated man wavS born at Cordova 
in the year 1126 a.d., or about 524 of the ^Muhammadan era. Ho 
came of a noble and learned family, whilst he himself nnist ever 
occii[>y a distingiiishcid place amongst the Muslim philosophers, 
“ AVithout dispute he was one of the most learned imni of tlio 
Aluslim world, an<l one of the profoundost commentators of Aris- 
totle. lie knew all the sciences then accessible to the Muslims, 
and was a most prolific writer.”^ He liad a great revtnvnce for 
Aristotle, and considered liim to be the man among all jnon whom 
God yjonnitted to roach the highest summit of p(*.rfectiou. lit*- 
looked upon him as tin? founder ami yx^rb'c.ter of scieiitilic know- 
ledge. One of his most famous works was the “ Uefutati'ni of 
the Destruction of rhilosojihers.” Notwithstanding his philoso- 
jdiical opinions Averhoes clainKjd to ]kiss for a good Muslim. He 
lield that the philosophic truths are the higduist object of reso/arch, 
but that only a hnv men could by speculation arrive at them, and 
that, ilu'refong a divine revelation tlirougb tin? medium of prophets 
was necessary for spn^adirig amongst men the eternal vciriti(*s which 
are proclaimt^d alike by pliilosojdiy and religion. “ IJo srdd tliat a 
positive religion was re(piired to meet tlio religi<.)ns needs of the 
multitude, but the ]>hilos(4>lnir might reach and maintain the truth 
independently of any revealed religion.'^- He also lield, it is true, 
that tlio orthodox had jiaid too iiiiich attention to the l(?tter, ami 
too little to ilie spirit, and that false interpretations ha<l odiiceil 
principles not really to be found in religion. This profession and 
a rigid adherence to outward forms of worship, lu^wever, did not 
save him from suspicion. He was accused of preaching jdiilosopliy 
and the ancient sciences to the detriment of religion. He was 
deprived of his honours and banished hy the Klialff Al-Mansdr 
to Lucena, near Cordova. In his disgrace he had to suffer many 
insults from the orthodox. One day on entering the mosque 
with liis sou he was forcibly exi»elled by the people. He died 


1 “Melanges de Philosophie, Juivc et Arabe,” par >S. Mank, p. 429. 
- “Church History,” by Kurtz, vol. ii. p. lor. 
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in Morocco in 1198 a.d. Tims passed away in disgrace the last 
of tlie jMuslirn philosophers worthy of tho naine.^ In Spain a 
strict prohibition was issued against the study of Greek philo- 
sophy, and many valuable works were committed to the flames. 
Soon after the rule of the ]\Ioors in Spain began to decline. The 
study of phiIoso])hy came to an end, and liberal culture sank 
under the pressure of the hard and fast dogmatic system of Ishim. 
In Spain,- as in Uaghdad, orthodoxy gained the day. Hero are 
the words of a thoughtful .Musalin.*in : “ It must always be borne 
in mind that, in spite of tliii enormous progress made by ^luham- 
madans in the early centuries of their power, learning has never 
been popular among them as a nation, and science only flourished 
when there ha])pened to be a man willing to protect it.’’'^ There 
was much of doubtful value in the speculatiojis of tlie AJuslim 
philosophers, l)ut they wore ^Muslims, and if they went too far iji 
their cflbrts to rationalise Islam, they also tried to cast oil* wliat 
to them seemed accretions added on by the Traditionalists and 
the Canonical Legists. They failed because, like the earlier 
scholastics, they had no gospel to prodaim to men, no tidings to 
give of a new life which could enable wearied Inimanity to bear 
the ills to which it was subject. Another strong reason was tliat 
the orthodoxy against wliicli they strove was a logical development 
of the foundations of Isldin, and these foumlations Avere too 
strongly laid for any poAver other than a spiritual one to uproot. 
They A\\?re men of good position in life, voluminous Avriters, 
profound admirews of Aristotle, and “more or less devoted to 
science, especially to mcdieijie.” Yet they did not advance idiilo- 
sopliy, and science tliey left much as they found it. Tliey pre- 

' Apii'S hii, nous iie trouvojis pins cliez les Arabes aiionn pliilosophe 
vrriuiblenienli digne do co iioni.” (“Mulaiiges do l*hilosopliic, Jiiivo ct 
Arabo,” par >S. Muiik, p. 45S.) 

- IMuslim rule in Spain is often referred to as an instance of the height 
of culture and the liberality of sentiment wliieli may exist in a Muham- 
madan state. I have shoAvn that the culture was not due to tlie teaching 
of the Arab IVopliet and his Companions, ami witli regard to tlie liberality 
it is well to rorneinber the words of G. H. Lewes. He says : “ Tlio Arabs, 
tliOMgh they conquered iSjiain, Avere too Aveak in numbers to hold that 
eouiitry in subjection otlierwisc than by politic concessions to tho opinion 
and eustoms of the people.” (“History of Thilosopliy,” vol. i. x>. 36.) 

“Causes of the Decline of the Muhammadan Nation,” by Nawjib Miih- 
siiJu’l-Mulk, p. 65. 
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served soinetliiiig of what Grecian thought had achieved, and so 
far their labour is not lost. 

Thus Islam has, as a religion, no right to claim any of the glory 
which ^lusliin philosophers are su2)2)0sed to have shed around it. 
The founders of Isldm, the Arabs, jiroduccd but one i)]iilosopher 
of note.^ The first impetus to the study was given by heretical 
Ivhallfs emidoying Christians at Bagluldd to translate Greek books; 
wliilst in Spain, whore philosojdiy most flourished, it was due 
largely to the contact of intelligent i\ruslims with l(;arned Jews. 
Even there, the philosojihers were, as a rule, the objects of bitter 
persecution. One of the greatest authorities in modern times on all 
<luestions of Shemitio civilisation was the late !\I. Ernest Kenan, 
ill his inaugural lecture on assuming the cliair of tlic Hebrew, Cluil- 
daic, and Syriac Professorslii}) in tlui College of France, lie says : 
“Arabian science and Arabian pliilosophy are often alluded to, 
and, in fact, during om\ or two centuries in the Middle Ages the 
Arabs were our teachers; but it was only until we were acquaintc'd 
witli the Greek originals. Tliis Arabian science and jibilosoidiy 
was only a puerile rendering of Greek science and pliilosophy. 
Wlien closely examined, moreover, this Arabian science has 
notliing Arabian in it. Its foundation is piircdy Gr’ecjk ; amongst 
its originators tlicre is not a singh*, true Shemite. ; they Avere all 
Spaniards and Persians who wrote in Arabic.” It lias been said 
that tlieology and pliilosophy became* blended in the linnds of tljo 
.Moors; the Greek scientific theory as to tlie origin of things was 
interwoven with the llehrew faith in a Creator, and so speculation 
liecame tlieistic. P>nt it has also heen said, and wiili equal truth, 
that siieculatioii liad become tlieistic long before tlie tiimi of tlie 
Arab philosophy. These matters Avere all discii.ss('d in Altixandria 
three centuries before tlie time of Ahihammnd. kSo the question 
still remains — does Tsl;hii naturally lead the mind to liigli in- 
tellectual pursuits? As a matter of fact, it shows most affinity to 


^ “ There never was any Araliiau science, strictly s])(‘akin^^ In the first 
])lac.e, all the [)hil().s()|ihy ami sciemu; uf the Muhanmiadans was Ureek, 
Jewish, and Persian. . . . It really desi.i^nates a reaction against I sluinisni, 
wliich arose in the distant parts of the orn[jirc, in Sainarcand, Lokh.ara, 
:Sloroeco, and Cordova. The Arabian language having become the lan- 
guage of Uie empire, this ])hilosoj»by was written in that language; but 
tlie ideas are not Arabian ; the spirit is not Arabian.” (“History of PLilo- 
sojiliy,” hy G. H. Lewes, vol. ii. i>. 34.) 
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imcivilised races. “ It has not taken captive any race possessing 
a great literature, nor has it given birth to any work of which 
tlic world demands a translation ; and precisely as individuals have 
shown tlieniselves possessed of speculative gouiiis have tliey de- 
parted from the rigid orthodoxy of the Quran.” 

Xow and again a liV)eral-niinded Khalif arose, but a system 
such as Islam survives tlie liberal tendencies of a generation. 
From the close of the twelfth, century (a.J).) downwards it would 
be dinicult to point to any l\liislim philoso]dier, much more to an 
Aral;> one, whose work is of any real value to the liiinian race. 
For four hundred years the contest raged, a contest such as Isl.im 
lias never since .sihmi. This great effort to bring it into accordance 
with the main stream of human thought, to introduce into it some 
element of progress, utterly failed. The lesson is plain. Any 
])roject of reform in Ishlni which admits in any dogre^e its funda- 
mental principles must fail. Kevolution, not reform, is the only 
hope for the ]>ermanonce of an independent IMuslim state when 
it enters into the circle of civilised nations. 



CHAPTER V 


THE PRACTICAL DUTIES OF ISLAm 

The practical duties of TsUim are five in number, and are 
called Irkan-i-din, or jullars of religion. They are (i) 
Tashalihud, the recital of the Kaliinah ; (2) Salat, the five 
stated daily prayers; (3) llozah, fasting, especially in the 
month of Rama/an ; (4) Zakat, the legal alms; (5) llajj, 
the j)ilgrimage to iVIecca. These are all farz duties, being 
based on a Nass-i-Zahir, or clear sentence of the Quran, a 
proof deduced from which is called dalfl-i-qataM', or strong 
proof. 

The authorities, however, Specify other religious duties 
which good Muslims should perform. Such are the seven 
duties which are wajib, or duties based on the more obscure 
texts of the Qurilii, called Khafi, or hidden sentences, a 
proof derived from which is called dalfl-i-zani. Tliese 
duties are (i) to make the ‘Umra, called the lesser pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, in addition to the Ilajj ; (2) obedience to 
parents; (3) the obedience of a wife to her husband; (4) 
the giving of alms after a fast; (5) the offering of sacrifice ; 
(6) the saying of Namaz-i-witr, a term which will be ex- 
plained later on ; (7) the support of relatives. The duties 
numbered as (4) and (5) are wajib orders to the rich, but 
only mustahab to the poor : tliat is, it is meritorious if they 
perform them, but not sinful if they leave them undone. 

The duties next in order as regards authority are the 
Sunnat ones. They are three in number, and are based 
either on the practice of the Prophet, or are fitrat, that is, 
practices of previous prop'hets, the continuance of which 
Muhammad did not forbid. They are (i) circumcision; 



252 THE FAITH OF ISLAM 

(2) shaving off the hair from the head and the body ; (3) 
the paring of the nails. In addition to these there are 
fictions which are niustahab. They are those which Mu- 
hainmad sometimes did and sometimes omitted. There is 
a still lower class of action whicli are niubah. These are 
works of supererogation. If omitted there is no fear of 
punishment. Unlawful actions and things are (i) Ilanim, 
actions and food forbidden eitlier in the Quran or tlie Tra- 
ditions ; (2) Maknih, actions the unlawfulness of wliich is 
not absolutely certain, but which are generally considered 
wrong; (3) Mufsid, actions corrupting or pernicious. It is 
necessary to bear these terms in miiul, as they will now 
frequently occur. 

1. Tasiiaiiiiud. — This is the recital of a confession of 
faith, such as, “I testify that there is no God but God; I 
testify to Ilis unity and that lie has no partner; I testify 
that Muhammad is Ilis servant and Ilis messenger ; ’’ “ There 
is no God but God, and Muhammad is the apostle of God.*' 
The power contained in this latter confession is great. It 
embodies tlie very spirit of Islam ; it is the rallying-cry for 
its armies ; it sounds forth each morning from thousands 
of minarets in many lands ; it has been and is said with 
fervour, pride, and exultation by hundreds of millions of 
the human race. The power of Ishim, its proclamation of 
the Unity, is here seen in closest contact with what is to 
IMusliin theologians the ecpially fundamental truth, the 
apostlesliip of Muhammad, a dogma which retards the 
liealthy development, explains the narrowness, and causes 
the prostration of Ishim, as the world around grows liirni- 
nant with the liglit of science and truth, of faith and reason. 

2. Salat 011 Namaz. — All the hooks on Fiqh (Law) 
wliich treat of these Irkaii-i-din give in connection witli 
Salat the rules regarding the necessary purifications. Taha- 
rat or legal purification is of three kinds: (i) Wazfi, the 
lesser lustration ; (2) Gliusl, the greater lustration; (3) 
Tayammum, or puriiication by sand. 

(1.) Wazu is an ablution made before saying the ap- 
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pointed prayers. Tliose which are “farz” are four in 
number, viz.: — To wash (i) the face from the top of the 
forehead to the cliin, and as far as each ear; and (2) the 
hands and arms up to the elbow ; (3) to rub (niasah) with 
the wet hand a fourth part of tlie head ; also (4) the feet 
to tlie ankles. The autliority for these .actions is the text, 
“ 0 believers ! when ye address yourselves to prayer, wash 
your hands up to the elbow, and wipe your heads, and your 
feet to the ankles” (S. v. 8). The Sunnis Avash tlie feet: 
the Shi'ahs are apparently more correct, for they only wipe, 
or rather rub (masah) them. Against the practice of the 
Shfahs tlie following Tradition is quoted: “ 'Abdu^llah bin 
^Amni said, ‘The 1‘rophet was behind me in a journey, 
then he came up with us. We were late for the Sahitu’l- 
‘Asr. We quickly made the wazii, and rubbed (nainsah) 
our feet. Then the Prophet called out with a loud voice, 
“Alas ! for the heels in lire (of hell).” ’ ” In these ablutions, 
if the least portion of the specified part is left untouched, 
the whole act becomes useless and the prayer which follows 
is vain. The greatest value is attaclied to wazi'i in the 
Traditions. Thus in the Sahihu’l-Pukhari we read : “ My 
people will be summoned at the day of judgment with 
foreheads, arms, and feet resplendent with the effects of 
wazu.” 

The act of making wazu, liowever, lias not bemi allowed 
to remain in this simple form. The Sunnat regulations 
regarding it are fourteen in number. They are (i) to make 
the intention of wazii, thus: I make this wazii for the pur- 
pose of putting away impurity; (2) to wash the liand up 
to the wrist, but care Tiiiist be taken not to put the hands 
entirely into the water, until each has been rubbed three 
times with water poured on it ; (3) to say one of tlie names of 
CJod at the comnieiicemeut of the wazii, thus:^ ‘‘ In the name 
of the Great God,” or “Thanks be to God for the religion 

^ There is a Tradition to the cfTect that, “the whole body of him who 
says the iianie of God when making wa?u will be clean ; whereas, if he 
says it not, only the part w'ashed will be pure.’* 
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of Isldm;’' (4) to clean the teeth; (5) to rinse the mouth 
three times ; (6) to put water into the nostrils three times ; 
(7) to do all the above in proper order; (8) to do all with- 
out any delay between the various acts ; (9) eacli part is 
to be purified three times. This is founded on a Tradition 
recorded by Bukhari : “ Wazii once in farz, it may be done 
twice or thrice, but not more than three times : wise men 
dislike waste and the doing more than the Prophet did.” 
This establislies the Suiinat practice of making wazii three 
times; (10) the space between the fingers of one hand 
must be rubbed with the wet fingers of the other; (i i) the 
beard must be combed with the lingers; (12) the whole 
liead must be rubbed once; (13) the ears must be washed 
with the water remaining on the fingers after the last opera- 
tion ; (14) to rub under and between the toes witli the 
little finger of the left hand, drawing it from the little toe 
of tlio right foot and between each toe in succession. Imam 
ShiUfi, holds that (1) and (7) are farz duties and that (12) 
should be done tliree times. Imam Malik considers (8) to 
be farz. 

Tlie lesser sins are forgiven after wazii. The IVophet 
said, “ lie wlio makes wazii according to my wazii 
three times), and then makes two rak'ats, without being 
defiled between: all his former sins will be forgiven.”^ 
The greater sins are only pardoned after repentance. 

The actions connected with wazii may be done in silence, 
or prayer may be repeated. Such a recital is a mustahab, 
not a Sunnat or farz order. It is not obligatory. A 
specimen of tliese prayers is given in a note.“ 

(2.) Ghusl is an ablution of the whole body after certain 

^ SahUiu’l-Bukhiiri-Kitsibu’l-waz^i. 

- Before commencing the wajii, say: “I am going to purify myself 
from all bodily unclcanness preparatory to commencing prayer, that holy 
act of duty, which will draw my soul near to the throne of the Most High. 
In the name of God, the Great and Mighty. Praise be to God who has 
given us grace to be Muslims. Ishlm is a truth and infidelity a falsehood.” 

When cleaning the teeth, say ; “ Vouchsafe, O God, as I clean my teeth, 
to purify me from my faults and accept m3' homage. O Lord, may the 
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legal defilements, and should be made as follows. The 
person should put on clean clothes and perform the wazii ; 
then he should say, “ I make ghusl to put away impurity.” 
All being ready, ho should wash himself in the following 
order. He must pour water over the right shoulder three 
■ times, then over the left three times, and, lastly, on his head 
also the same number of times. The tliree farz conditions 
are that (i) the mouth must be rinsed, (2) water be put 
into the nostrils, and (3) the whole body be washed. If 
one hair even is left dry the whole act is rendered vain and 
useless. All other particulars are Sunnat or mustahab. 

There are obvious reasons why an explanation of the 
physical causes which vitiate a purification, or of the cases 
in which gliusl is required, cannot be given here. Every 
standard Muslim work on Eiqh, or law, deals fully with the 
subject. Nothing is more calculated to show the student 
of Islam how much tlie Sunnat rules in the practical life of 
Muslims. The Traditions have raised the most trivial cere- 
monial observances into duties of the greatest importance. 
That there may be sju ritually-minded men in Islam is not 
to be denied. Ghazzdli says : “ Prayers are of three kinds : 
prayers pronounced with the tongue only ; prayers undis- 
tracted by evil thoughts ; prayers offered with such fervour 
that the mind can hardly be recalled from thoughts of Clod. 
But the marrow of prayer is when the object of prayer pos- 
sesses the heart, and jjrayer is effaced and ceases, and the 
sayer of prayer attends no more to prayer nor to his own 
heart. Even if the thought of his own self-abasement 
should occur, it is a defect.” In the Giilshiin-i-lhiz, a Suff 

purity of my teeth be for me a pledge of tiic whitenesii of my face at the 
day of judgment.” 

When washing the nostrils, say; “O my God, if I am pleasing in Thy 
sight, perfume me with the odours of Paradise.” 

WUien washing the right hand, say : “O iny God, on the day of judg- 
ment place the book of my actions in my right hand, and examine iny 
account with favour.” 

When washing the left hand, say: “O my God, place not at the resur- 
rection the book of my actions in my left band.” Similar i>rayers are said 
at each act. 
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poem, the writer says that prayer is only effectual and a 
joy when all idea of the individual being or self is alto- 
gether lost, and no distinction between God and the soul is 
recognised. 

Still a system of religion which declares that the virtue 
of prayer depends practically on an ablution, and that that 
ablution is useless unless done in the order prescribed, is 
one well calculated to make men formalists and nothing 
more. It comes to this, that, if a man when making wazu 
washes his left hand beloro his right, or his nose before his 
teeth, he cannot law’fully say the daily Nanuiz enjoined on 
all Muslims. None but those who have studied Muslim 
treatises on the subject can conceive of the puerile discus- 
sions which have taken place on points apparently trivial, 
but which from their connection with the Suunat are 
deemed by learned Muslims of great importance. 

(3). Tayammum, or puriheation by sand, is allowable 
under the following circumstances, (i) When the water 
cannot be procured except at a distance of one kos (about 
two miles); (2) in case of sickness, when tlie use of water 
might be injurious; (3) when water cannot be obtained 
without incurring danger from an enemy, a beast, or a reptile ; 
and (4) when on the occasion of the Namaz of a feast-day 
or the Namaz at a funeral, the worshi})per is late and has 
no time to perform the wazu. On ordinary days this sub- 
stitution of tayaminum for wazii is not allowable. 

The ceremony is performed as follows. The person says: 
“ I make tayammum to put away impurity ; ” then, “ I seek 
refuge near God from cursed Satan. I commence in the 
name of God, most ]\Ierciful and most High, whose praises 
are in the religion of Islam.” He tlien strikes tlie sand 
with open hands, rubs his mouth, and at last the arms to 
the elbows. Not one hair must be left untouched or the 
whole ceremony is useless. The farz acts are to make the 
intention of tayammum, to rub the mouth and the hands. 
‘‘ If ye are sick or on a journey, or if one of you come from 
the place of retirement, or if ye have touched women, and 
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ye find no water, then take clean sand and rub your faces 
and your hands with it” (S. v. 9). According to a state- 
ment made by 'Ayeslia, and recorded by Bukhari, the origin 
of this verse was as follows : — One diiy wlien 'Ayeslia was 
travelling with the Prophet in a desert place, she lost her 
necklace. The Prophet and those who were with him 
stayed to search for it, and so the night passed. There 
was no water in that place, and in the morning, when the 
Prophet began to prepare for liis devotions, the verse came 
to him.” 

Minute regulations arc laid down with regard to the 
water wliicli may be used for purification. Various kinds 
of water may be used, but rain-water is the best of all, 
being authorised by the (iuran : He sent you down water 
from heaven that He might cleanse you, and cause the 
])ollution of Satan to pass from you” (S. viii. 11). 
Water may l»e rendered impure and so unfit for the 
ablutions. It is generally held that if a d(?ad body or any 
unclean thing fulls into flowing water, or into a reservoir 
more tliaii firtecn feet square, it can be used, provided 
always that tlie colour, smell, and taste are not clianged. 
It is for this reason that the pool near a mosque should not 
be less than fifteen feet square. The necessary ablutions 
having been made, tlie worshipper can commence tlie 
Namjiz. 

(4.) Salat or Namaz. The Namaz can be said either 
ill private or in public. The clotlies and person of the 
worshipper must be clean, the place free from all impurity, 
and the face turned towards Mecca. The Naimiz must always 
be preceded by wa/ai, exc<q)t wlien tayammum is allowed. 
If the Naimiz ^ is said in a mosque, whicli is considered to 
be more meritori(jus than repeating it in private, it must be 
preceded by the Aziiri, or call to prayers, and the Itpirnat. 
Minute particulars regarding the exact attitude in which 

1 From the account which follows it will be seen that the term SaLit, 
or Nara:iz, expresses what we term a “ service.” The word for prayer in 
the ordinary sense is Du*a. 

K 



25 S THE FAITH OF ISLAM 

the Musalli, one who says the Hahlt, must stand and the 
words lie is to say are given in Muslim books. The follow- 
ing account will give some idea of a Namaz or service.^ 

The iAtu'azziii calls out loudly in Arabic the Takbir : — 

“ AlliUiu Alvbar ! Allahii Akbar ! Allahu Akbar ! Allalui 
Akbar ! '' (/.c., God is groat !) 

All who hear it respond : — 

‘‘ Alliiliu Akbar ! Alhlhu Akbar ! Alhlhu Akbar ! Allahu 
Akbar 1 " 

The Mu'azzin says : — 

“ I confess there is no God but God ; I confess there is 
no God but God.'* 

Mach of his auditors replies ; — 

“ I confess there is no God but God ; I confess there is 
no God but God.” 

Mu’azzin : — I confess Muhammad is the apostle of 
God.” 

Auditor: — I confess Muhammad is the apostle of God.” 

iru’azzin : — ‘‘ Come to prayer.” ^ 

“Auditor: — “I have no power or strength but from God 
most -High and Great.” 

Mu’a/zin : — “Come to do good.” 

Auditor: — “Wliat CJod wills will be; wliat lie wills not 
will not be.” 

' It is taken from tiie JSirjltu’n-Najiit, pp. 30 33. 

- As tlio Tisc of VjcIIs is unlawful, a man is oniployeil to call the people 
to ]uayci\s. W^hen the Musalniiins were first gathered togetlua* for prayer 
at Madina, there was no one to call them, so they talked about this one 
day, and some said, “Get a bell like those of tlic Cliristiaiis ; others, 
“Get a tnnnpet like iJiose of the Jews.'’ ‘Umr Mien said, “'Wliat! is 
Miere not a man among you who can call lo prayers?” The Prophet 
then said, “O llilldl ! stand and make the call to prayer” (Sahihu’l- 
nukhdri. Kitdbu'l-A/dn). 

“ The auditor should repeat what he hears ” (Sahilni'l-Jhikhdri. Kitdbu’l- 
Azdn). 

■* In wot weather tlio Mu’az/an, instoa<l of saying, “Gome to prayer,” 
shouted *‘Say the Saldt in your houses” (Sahihifl-Bukhdri, p. 1S4). 

llishdmi, a Tdbi‘, says that he heard from Yahyd that some ^Muslims 
stated their practice thus; “'When the MuVizzin said, * Come to prayer,’ 
we replied, “fhere is no power nor strength but from God,’ and added, 

‘ "Wo hoard our Prophet say like this’ ” (Saliihu’l-i 3 ukhuri, p, 162). 
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Tf it is the time of morning prayer, the Mii’az/An adds 
the words : “ Trayer is better than sleep,’' to which tlie 
response is given: Thou liast spoken well.” “Allaliu 
Akbar ” and “ Tliere is no God but God ” are then repeated 
twice, and so the Azan ends. 

The I(punat (literally, “causing to stand”) is a repetition 
of the Aziln, but after the words, “ Come to do good,” the 
statonient “Prayer has commenced” is made. 

These i)reliminaries being now over, the Namaz can coni- 
mence. It is as follows : — 

The Musalli or worshipper stands witli his liands close to 
liis side and says in a low voice the Niyyat (intention) ; — 
“ r liave purposed to offer up to God only, with a sincere 
heart this morning (or, as the case may be), with my face 
Qiblah- wards, two (or, as the case may be) ral“at prayers, 
larz (or snnriat or nail, as the case may b(^).” 

'J'hen follows the Takbfr-i-Tahrimah,^ said with the 
tliumbs touching the lobes of the ears. The palms of 
the hands are placed towards the ()iblah. The lingers are 
sliglitly separated from each other. In this position the 
Musalli says “ Alhi.hu Akbar ! ” 

The QiYun, or standing position. TTie palm of the right 
liand being placed on the liack of the left, the thumb and 
little finger of the former seize tlie wrist of tlie latter. 
liOtli hands are then placed below the navel," the eyes are 
directed towards the spot wliere the head of tlie worsliipper 
will toiicli the ground in prostration, and tlni Saii/i is said. 
It is : — 

“Holiness to Thee, 0 God! and praise be to Thee! 

Great is Thy name ! Great is Thy greatness ! 

There is no God but Tliee ! ” 

The TVawwuz is then said: — 

^ According to some autliovities. tliis and the other Takhirs of tlie 
Namiiz are authorised hy the third verse of the 74tli Surah : “Thy Lord — 
niaj^nify Him ” (wa riihhaka fakabbir). 

- The followers of Iniitm As-Shafi‘i and the women of all sects place 
the bands upon the breast. The feet should be about four inches ajiart ; 
women sland with the feet close together. 
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“I seek refuge near God from cursed Satan/' 

Tlicn follows the Tasnifyah: — 

‘‘In tlie name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful/' 
Then follows the IVitihah,^ or first chapter of the Quran; — 
“Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds! the Compassionate, 
the Merciful ! King on the day of reckoning ! Thee only do 
we worsliip, and to Thee do we cry for help. Guide Thou 
us on the straight path : the path of those to whom Thou 
hast been gracious : with whom Thou art not angry, and 
wlio go not astray.” 

After this the worsliipper can repeat as many chapters 
of the Quran as he likes. Some verses ho must repeat. 
The Suratu'l-IkhLls (S. cxii.) is generally said:“ — 

“Say: lie is God alone: God the Eternal, lie begetteth 
not, and is not begotten; and there is none like unto ITim.” 

Tlie Takbir-i-Euki/ — Allahu Akbar ! — is said wliilst the 
Musalli makes an inclination of the head and body, and 
separating the fingers a little, places lus hands upon his 
knees. 

The Tasbfh-i-Euku is said in the same position. It is : — • 

“ T extol the holiness of my Jiord, the Great ! 

I extol the holiness of my Lonl, tlie Great! 

I extol tlie holiness of my Lord, the Great I ” 

The Tasiiifya is then said with the body erect, but with 
the hands placed on either side. Tlius : — 

“God hears him who praises Him: 0 Lord, Thou art 
praised.''^ 

The Takbfr-i-Sijdah — All/ihu Akbar ! — is then said as the 
Musallf, or worshipper, drops on his knees. lie then places 

^ 'J'lie sccoiul rak'al b<’‘^ins licre : all that precedes is only repeated at 
the first rak‘at. 

- One day the Prophet said to his eompanions, “What! have you not 
the power to read one-third of the Qur;tn in one nii^ht ?” They replied, 
“It is very dithcult to do so.” His Excellency then said, “Very well, 
read tlie »Suratu’l-lkhlas ; the reward for so doing is equal to that for 
reading oue-third of the Qiintn.” It. is for this reason that it is generally 
recite<i in the Namdz-i-Tahajjud. (Zawabitu’l-Furqan, p. 6.) 

In a mosque the luidm says the first sentence alone; the people the 
second. 
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liis liands, with the fingers close to each other, upon the 
ground. He must rest upon his toes in such a way that 
they point to the Qiblah, not on the side of the feet, which 
must be kept straiglit behind him. The elbow must not 
touch the side,^ nor tlie stomach the thigh, nor the thigh 
the calf of the leg. The eyes must be kej)t bent down- 
wards. Then lie touches the ground first with his nose, 
and tlien with his forehead, taking care that the thumbs 
just touch the lobe of the ears.*'^ All this being carefully 
attended to, the Musalll can say the Tasbih-i-Sijdah 
thus : — 

“ I extol the holiness of my Lord, the Most High ! 

I extol the holiness of my Lord, the Most High ! 

I extol the holinc^ss of my Lord, the Most High ! ” 

He them raises his head and body, sinks backwards upon 
Iiis heels, places his liaiids a little above his knees, and 
whilst doing so saj^s the Takbi'r - i - Jalsah ^ — ‘‘ Alhlhii 
Akbar!” 

After a slight pause, a second prostration or Sijdah is 
made, and the Takbir-i-Sijdali and the Tasbi'h-i-Sijdah are 
repeated as before. Then, when in tlie act of rising up, the 
i^FusalH says the Takbir-i-Qiaui — '‘Allahu Akhar!”^ 

Tills concludes one rak^it. The second rak‘at begins 
with the lYitihah, so that after saying the Takbfr-i-Qfdm a 
Musalll would have to liegin again at that place and repeat 
all that he had just fini3hc<l; the only change being that 
after the lYitihah he recites different verses of the Quran to 

^ Bukljjiri says that 011c <lay when the Trophet was making Sij<Iah, Iio so 
openeti his arms that his armjuts appeared in view. 

Women in the Sijdah keep all the limbs of the body close together, and 
put both feet at right angles to the body. If their face is Qiblah-wards 
it is suilicicnt. 

^ Hero the Shi‘ahs say : “I rise and sit by the power of God.” 

* It is a grievous sin for tlie worshippers to raise up tlieir heads before 
the Imam rises up, a fact made known to them by his repeating the 
Takbir-i-Jalsah. Tliu.s, on the autliority of Abi'i Iluraira, one of tlic Com- 
panions, wo have tliis Tradition. “The Prophet said, ‘What! does no 
one of you fear when he lifts up his head before the Imdra does ? God will 
make his head like that of a donkey.* ” (SahihuT-Bukhdri. KitdbuT-Azdn. ) 
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those he said in the first rakSat. After two rak'ats have 
been said, and after the last, though it be an odd number, 
the Miisallfj unless ho is a Shi‘ah, places his left foot under 
him and sits upon it. He then places his hands above his 
knees, as for the Takbir-i-Jalsali, and with his eyes directed 
towards his lap says the Attahfyat: — 

“Tlie adorations of the tongue are for God, and also the 
adorations of the body, and almsgiving ! Peace be on thee, 
O Prophet ! witli tlie mercy of Go<l and His blessing. Peace 
be on us and upon God’s righteous servants ! ” 

Then raising the first finger of the right hand he says the 
Tashahhud,^ which is as follows : — 

“ I testify that tliere is no deity but God ; ami I testif}^ 
that Mul.iammad is the servant of God and the messenger of 
God.” 

Then at the end of all the rak'ats the MiisalH, whilst in 
the same posture, says the Danid, which is : — 

“ 0 God ! liave mercy on Muhammad and his descend- 
ants,*’ as Tliou didst have mercy on Abraham and his 
descendants. Thou art to he praised and Thou art great. 
OGod! bless Mubammad and bis descendants, as Thou 
didst bless Abraliam and Ins descendants. Thou art to bo 
praised and Thou art great.” 

Then comes the which may he in the worshippers 

own woriis, tlioiigli he usually says:'^ — 

“ 0 God our Lord, give us tlie blessings of this life, and 
also the blessings of life everlasting. Save us from the 
torments of hell.” 

Then turning tlie head to the right the Musallf repeats 
the Salaiii : “ The peace and mercy of God be with you.” 

Then turning the head to the left he says : “ The iieaco 
and mercy of God be with you.” 

At the close of the whole ceremony the worshipper raises 

^ Tins is said at the close of every two rak'iits. 

- 'File Shi‘ahs stop hero and omit the rest. 

•* The Shi'ahs omit the Du‘il and say: “Pence be on tlicc, O Prophet, 
with the mercy of Clod and His blessing. Peace be on us and on God’s 
righteous servants.” 
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Ills hands as higli as his shoulders, with the palms towards 
heaven or towards his own face, and offers up a Munnjat, 
or supplication, either in Arabic or in his own language. 
The liands are tlien drawn over the face, as if to convey 
tlie blessing received from above to every part of the body. 

Tlie appointed periods of prayer are five ^ in number, in 
proof of which the following text is quoted: “Glorify God 
when ye reach the evening (masa’), and when ye rise at 
morn (subh) ; and to Him be praise in the heavens and in 
the eartli — and at twilight ('ashi) and when ye rest at 
noon (zuhr) ” (S. xxx. 1 7). The commentators say that 
masa’ includes both sunset and the period after sunset, 
that is, both the Halatu’l-Maghrib and the Saliitu’l-Tslia. 
Again, “ Celebrate the praise of thy I.ord before the sunrise 
and before its setting, and in some hours of the night and 
in the extremes of the day** (S. xx. 130). Ihiizdvi says 
that the “ liours of the night” are the Sal;ltu’l-]\Iaghrih 
and the Saldtu’l-Msha, and that “before the setting of the 
sun *’ includes Halatu’z-Zulir and 8alatu*l-‘Asr, and that the 
expression “ extremes of the day *’ is simply an emphatic, 
way of urging tlie necessity of the morning prayer, Salatu’l- 
Faji', and of the evening prayer, Sahltu*!- Maghrib. Some 
commentators, however, say that the words “ extremes of 
the day** mean noon, when the day is divided. In that 
case the prayer would be, Salatu*l-‘Ishraq, whicli is a nail 
or voluntary namaz. There is also a reference to a stated 
jieriod of prayer in the following verse : “ Observe prayer 
at early morning, at tlie close of the day, and at the ap- 
proach of night” (8. xi. 1 16). 

These daily Kann'iz are farz, sunnat, witr, and nail 
prayers. Farz are those distinctly ordained by God, such 
as the five stated periods of prayer. Sunnat, a certain 
nuinhcr of rak^ats which are added, because it is said the 
Prophet repeated them. Witr rak^ats are an odd number 

^ “ The Zoroastrians had five stated times n£ prayer. The Sabrcans 
observed seven t iiiujs of prayer daily, of which five correspond with those 
of Islam.” (“Religion of the Crescent,” by St. Clair Tisdall, x'. 174.) 
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of rak'ats, 3, 5, or 7, which iiicay be said after tlie last 
prayer at niglit, and before the dawn of day. Usually 
they are added to the Sahitii’l-‘Isha. Inuiiii Abu llanifa 
says they are wajib, that is, ordered by God; thougli they 
are not authorised by any text in tlio Quran, but by Tradi- 
tions, each of which is generally received as a Iladfs-i-Sahih, 
and so wdtr rak^ats are also regarded as being of autho- 
rity. Imam Sliafi'j, however, considers them to be sunnat 
only, a term already explained. The Traditions referred 
to are : “ God has added to your Namaz one Narnaz more : 
know that it is witr ; say it between the Salatu’l-‘Isha and 
dawn.” Bukhj'irf says : “ The Prophet said tlie witr rak^ats 
before going to sleep.” This fixes the time, lie also said 
them before dawn. Thus 'Ayeslia said : Every niglit the 
Prophet made one witr Naimiz, and made his witr last till 
morning.” On the authority of Piizjir, a Traditionist, it 
is recorded that the Prophet said: “Witr is wajib upon 
Muslims,” and in order to enforce tlie practice he added: 
“ Witr is right ; he who does not observe it is not my fol- 
lower.” The Prophet, the Companions, T{ii)ah'n, and the 
Taba-i-'lVibah'u all observed it. The word witr literally 
means “ odd number.” A Tradition says : “ God is odd ; He 
loves the odd.” Musalmans pay the greaU^st respect to an 
odd number. It is considered unlucky to begin any work 
or to commence a journey on a day tlie date of which is 
an even number. The number of lines in a page of a book 
is nearly always an odd number. 

Nall prayers are voluntary ones, the performance of 
which is considered mustahab, or meritorious. Tabari and 
other liistorians say that llariinu’r-li.asliid made one hun- 
dred nafl rnkkats every day.^ All these prayers are precisely 
the same in form. Tliey simply consist in the repetition of 
a number of rak^ats, of which I have already given a single 
illustration in full. A Muslim who says the five daily 
prayers wutli the full number of rak'ats will repeat the 
service I have described fifty times in one day. If in 
^ Ibn Klialdlin, vo]. i. p. 32. 
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a'lJitioii to these he observes the three voluntary periods 
of prayers, he must add twenty-five more rak^ats, making 
a grand total of seventy-five. It is, however, usual to omit 
some of the Suniiat rak^uts ; still there is a vast aTuount of 
repetition, and as the whole must be said in Arabic it 
becomes very mechanical. A Tradition states : “ Tie wlio, 
for the sake of faith and with a good intention, in Eamazau 
makes these nafl or voluntary prayers, will receive all the 
pardon of his former sins.” ^ 

A Muslim who ventured to say that a Namaz miglit be 
recited in Hindustani was publicly excommunicated in the 
])rincipal inos(iue at ]\Iadras 011 Triday, T’obruary 1 3th, 
1880.2 

The table on the next page will make the matter clear.’"* 
The optional Sunnat rak^ats are CJilled “ Sunnat-i-ghair-i- 
mukada ; ” the Sunnat rak^ats before the farz ones are “ Sun- 
nat-i-mukada,” and should be said. 

In addition to these there are several kinds of Namaz 
which have to be said at different times or under special 
circumstances. 

(i.) Salatu’l-Jum‘a, — The Friday Namaz. — This is a farz 
duty. It has the threefold authority of the Qurjin, tlie 
Sunnat, and the Tjraa^ 'I'hus : ‘‘ O ye wlio believe ! when 
ye are summoned to prayer on the day of the assembly 
(Friday), haste ye to the commemoration of God and quit 
your trallic” (S. Ixii. 9), The Prophet also said: '‘JunPa 
is farz,” and “God will make a imirk cm the heart of liim 
who misses the Salatud-JumSa.” There are, however, eight 
kind of persons on whom it is not incumbent, viz., a traveller, 
a sick person, a slave, a woman, a young child, a mad per- 
son, a blind or a lame person. The conditions which make 
this Nanulz obliiiatory arc: (i.) Tliat the place in which 

1 Sahiliiil-Bukhilri, vol. i. p. 4. 

2 Tho Fatva or decree, will be found in a note at the end of this 
chapter. 

I am indebted to Hughes’ “ Notes on Muhanimadanisni ” for this excel- 
lent table. 

4 Ndru’MIidcijat, p. 155. 
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Tiik Namk.s ok the Time ok Phayki:. 

The NHMnfcn ok 
Rak'ats .said. 



Time. 

Aranicr. 
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■n 

3 
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U 
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Ti 

d 

Witr. 


From (lawn to 
Kniirise. 

Ijairitu’l- 

Fajr. 

Nama/.-i- 

tSubb. 

Fajr Ki 
Namaz. 


2 





U 

Wlion tlnj sun 
has begun to 
(leclino. 

SahUu’z- 

Zulir. 

Nama/.-i- 

Pesliin. 

Zubr Ki 
Namaz. 


4 

4 

2 



3 

Mid w.'jy between 
No. 2 and 4. 

Sahitu’l- 

*A.sr. 

Namaz-i- 

Di'gar. 

‘Asr Ki 
Namaz. 

4 


4 




4 

A few minutes 
after sunset. 

Salatu’l- 

Maghrib. 

Narnaz-i- 
1 Sham. 

Magbril) 
Ki Namaz. 

1 

1 

1 

I3 

i 

2 

2 


s 

When the night 
has closed in. 

Salatii’l* 

' Tsha. 

Namjiz-i- ' 
Khuftaii. 

Tslisi Ki 
Nanuiz. 

1 

4 


4 

2 

0 

7’ 

I 

AVlien the sun 
has well risen. 

1 

Salatu’l- 

Tsliraq. 

: . 1 

Naimlz-i- 

‘Jsbn'ui. 

Tsbrjuj Ki 
Namaz. 





8 


2 

About 1 1 o’clock 

A.M. 

♦SnhU.uV,- ; 

Namaz-i- 
Gliast. 1 

: ^nba Ki 

1 Namaz. 

1 

1 




8 


3 

After midnight. 

Riilatn’t- 

Tahajjud.^ 

! Namaz-1- 
j Tahajjud. 

Tahajjnd 
! Ki Namaz. 

! 

1 




S'* 

1 



' Thero iiro some Nall rak^ats besides tliese, such as the 'rahayyatu'l- 
masjld, two rak‘ats for the honour of the mosque. They should be said 
on entering it, according to the tradition, “When any one of you enters a 
inos(juc, make t wo rak‘ats before you sit down ” (to say the regular prayers). 
(Sahilin'l-liukhari. Kitabu’s-SahU.) 

- The Musalli may say live or three witr rak'ats instead of seven. 

^ The Trophet one night said this Nanidz in his own room, but in such 
a position that he could be seen by those who passed by. For tw'O or 
three nights people stoj^ped and said prayers after him. After this, he 
retired to a hidden part of his room where ho could not be seen, and so 
could not be made Imam of the N.‘iin;lz. He said that he so retired because 
ho did not wish to make this Salat a farz one. (“ Sahihu’hbukhitri,” p. 184.) 
'riiis is a very good illustration of the iSunnat-i-FMlf. 'J'his Tahajjud Namdz 
is said to ho most, advantageous. Abii Iluraira relates how the Prophet 
said: “ Shaitan fastens three knots upon the back of each one of you who 
sleeps, and he beats the whole night with these knots and says ‘ Sleep on ; ' 
but if the man awakes and remembers God, one knot is loosened; when 
he makes wazu another knot is untied ; then he wakes in the morning 
liappy and in good spirits ; but if be does not do those things, he wakes 
up unhappy and in dull spirits.’* (Saliihu’l-Bukhari, p. 289.) 

* The Shati‘is say that only one may be said, and support their view by 
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it is said be a town in which a Qdzi (judge) dwells. (2.) 
There must be in the town a ruler or his deputy. (3.) 
It must take tlie place of the Sahltii z-Zulir, with which it 
agrees, except that two farz rak^ats instead of lour are 
recited. The nail rak^ats are omitted. 11 ie four sunnat 
rak^ats which precede and the two which follow the farz 
ones are said. (4.) One, or, according to the followers of 
Imam Shafih', two Khutbahs or sermons are preaclied. 
These are delivered by the Imam after the four sunnat 
1‘ak‘ats are recited, and before the two farz ones. The 
Khiitbah should consist of the praise of God, prayer, and 
injunctions to piety. (5.) There must be a congregation of 
three persons besides the Imam. The Sliafih'tes say there 
sliould bo at least forty worshippeis. (6.) The AyAw, or 
call to prayers, must be made to all without distinction of 
rank. 

Any person who is qualified to act as Imam at the other 
prayers can conduct this Namaz. The Imam (precentor) 
and Khatib (preacher) is usually, but not necessarily, one 
and tlie same person. The Khutbahs should not be long, 
for Muhammad said that long sermons and short prayers 
would be a sign of the degeneracy of the latter days. 
When two Khutbahs are said, the Imam sits down to rcist 
before the delivery of the second. The worsliippers may 
then offer up a T)u‘a, or private prayer. Some, however, 
say that this practice is bid'at (innovation), and consider it 
a very bad act. According to the Traditionists Bukhari, 
Abii Baud, and Tirmizl, it is a mustahab act to wear clean 
clothes on Friday. 

The preacher, standing on the second step of the mimbar 
or pulpit, with a large club or staff* in his hand, delivers his 
sermon.' 

ilio Tnulition, “ A man said to the Prophet, ‘O Pro])het of God I how is 
the Tahajjiid Nami'iz to be said ? ’ He replied, ‘ two rak‘ats, or if jou 
fear that morning is near, say one witr rak‘at.’ ” (Sahiiin’l-Bukhslri, p. 224.) 

1 In countries under Muslim rule lie holds a wooden swonl reversed. 
Tlie position of standing is a Sunnat order, based on a 'I’radition by Il>n 
UJuir, recorded by Bukhari : “The Prophet delivered the Khujbah stand- 
ing, then he sat down.” 
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The following is a specimen of the Khiitbahs. 


SKIIMON ON TJIK EXCELLENCE OF FRIDAY. 

Ill the name of God, the Compassionate, tlie ^rcrciful. 

Praise he to (iod, the King, the Holy, the Great, tlie Know(!r. 
He has opened onr hearts through the blessing of Islam. He has 
made Fihlay the best of days. We testify that there is no God 
but God, the One without partner. This confession saves those 
who make it from danger and from darkness. We testify that 
our liord Muhammad is His servant and His Apostle sent to 
all mankind. May the mercy and peace of God be on him, 
Ids descendants, and on his Coni])aiiions. O men ! O believers 
of God! 1 advise you and my own soul thus: “Obey God! 
Know, O servants of God! that when Friday cominenc'es the 
angels assemble in the fourth lieavcn, and Gabriel (on wliom be 
peace) is Mu’azzin, ^Iik<Vil the Khatfb, Israfd the lindm, and 
TzrjVd the IMukabbir,^ and all the angels join in the Naimlz. 
Wlien it ih over Gabriel says : “ I give the reward due to mo as 
IMu^izzin to the Mu^izzins of the sect of Ishim ; Mika’ll : “I give 
mine to the Kliatlbs;*' Isrdfil: “1 give mine to the Imams;” 
MzrA’ll : “ 1 give mine to the Mukabbirs.” The angels say : “We 
give ours to the company of the Muslims.” Tlie Prophet said: 
“The night and day of Friday last twenty-four hours, and each 
hour God releases a thousand souls from hell. Whosoever makes 
‘ghusP on Friday, God will give him for every hair on his body 
the reward of ten good deeds. AViiosocver dies on a Friday meets 
with the reward of a martyr.” 

Certainly the best and most eloquent sjieech is the Holy QurAn, 
tlie Word of Go<l, — the King, llio Great, the Knowor. His word 
is true and righteous. AVlicn thou readcst tlic Qur»An say : “ 0 
God ! protect me from cursed Satan.” 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the ^Ferciful. 

AA^ien ye are summoned to pra 3 'er on the day of the assembl 3 % 
liaste to the commemoration of God and quit your traffic. This, 


^ One who says, “Alldhu Akbar— God is Great.’’ 
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if ye know it, will be best for 3’ou. And when the prayer is 
ended, then disperse yourselves abroad and go in quest of tlie 
bounties of God ; and that it may be well with you, oft remember 
God. Hut when they got a siglA of niercliandise or sport, they 
disperse after, and leave thee standing alone. Say : ‘ God hath in 
reserve what is better than sport or wares. God is the best ]>ro- 
vider^’’ (S. Ixii. 9-1 1). God by means of the Holy Quivin will 
bless us and you. And by its verses and teaching will reward us 
and you. God is Almighty, Generous, Merciful, Eternal, Holy, 
Clement. 

Here ends the first sermon : after a short pause the 
preacher commences the second. 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, tlie Alerciful. 

Praise be to God, the Creator of the earth and heavens, the 
Maker of light anti dai'kness. I testify tliat there is no God but 
God. lie is one. He has no partner. Know, () believers! ilitit 
this confession will save you from trouble and calamity. I testify 
that Muhammad, who wipes out error and infnlclity, is the servant 
and Apostle of God. The mercy of God be on oiir Lord JM uhammad, 
tlie Lord of Criiation, and 011 Ids descendants, and on Ids Com- 
panions be grace and honour. O servants of ('lod 1 I advise you 
and my own soul thus : Obey God ! Fear God, who created life 
and death and who scrutinises our good actions. () God I he 
})leased with Abii Bakr, the righteous, the Sjihibirl-Ghar,^ and 
Avith Omar Ibiiu’l-Jvhatt.-lb, the chief of tlie holy men, and Avith 
Osmdn the possessor of two liglits, avIio Avas martyred when read- 
ing the Holy Qurdn, and upon ‘Ah' Murtnza, the destroyer of 
infidels and .sinners. O God! he pleased Aviih tlie great Imams 
Hasan and Husain. J>e pleased Avith their mother Fatimaliidz- 
Zabra, the chief of Avomeii, and Avith Hamzah and ‘Aliljas, the 
uncles of the Projdiet. Also h(3 pleased Avith all the A.sh 4 h 
(Companions). O God I help those who lielj) the religion of 
Muhainmatl, and make us of tlieir iiinnher. Make those Avretclnal 
Avho corrupt it, and keep us aloof from all such. O believers ! 

^ A reference to his presence with Muharamarl in the cave (ghdr) wlion 
they fled from Mecca to Madina, See Surah ix. 40. 
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truly (loJ orders you to do justice and to show kindness to your 
kindred. He orders you to abstain from infidelity and from tlie 
greater and the lesser sins, (lod warns you. (lod is the Most 
Ifigli, the Most Glorious. Gotl is Great!” 

The collection of Khiitbahs from wdiich the above have 
been translated contains a considerable number on a variety 
of subjects, such as prayer, tlie resurrection, worldliuess, 
the various feast and fast day, &c. The form in all is very 
similar. The exordium and the conclusion are practically 
the same. A few sentences in the middle refer to the 
special subject of the sermon. The second of the two 
sermons is always the same ; it is practically an invocation 
of blessings on certain persons. Hoth are said in Arabic. 
What would answer to our idea of a sermon, such as nil 
explanation of some doctrine, or an exposition of some 
passages in the Quran, is not part of the public worship in 
the mostpio, hut would he done in an ordinary assembly, in 
any convenient place, by a Mulla, or any learned man who 
could collect an audience. 

(ii.) Saliitu’l-'Musafir. — Prayers said by ii travtdler, that 
is, one who makes a journey of not less than tliree days. 
iShould he stay in any one place fifteen days, he must 
say the usual NaiiKiz ; if less, he may say as few as two 
faiz rak'ats. Ho may omit all others, except the three 
witr rak'atvS at the Si^-bitii’l-Hsliji. 

(iii.) Salatu’l-Khauf. — Prayers of fear. This is a Namaz 
said during the time of war. When there is immiiieiit 
danger from the approach of an enemy, the Imam should 
divide the army into two bodies ; one of which should be 
placed in a position towards the enemy, the other should 
recite, if tliey are on the march, one rak^at ; if stationary 
ill a place, two rak'ats. This division will then march 
towanls the enemy, and the first division will recite as many 
rak‘ats as may he required to complete the Namaz. The 
first division of troops will omit the Ffitihah and tlie other 
verses of the Quran recited after it, but the second division 
will supply the omission. If the enemy are so near that 
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the cavalry dare not dismount, then each man will recite a 
rak'at or rak'ats for himself, and make the riikii' and sijdah 
by means of signs. If he cannot turn towards the Qiblah, 
he is, under the circumstances, allowed to face any direc- 
tion most convenient. During tlie recital of the Namaz 
he must not fight or allow liis horse to move, lest the 
prayer should be rendered void. It is written in the 
Quran, “ When ye go forth to war in the land, it shall be 
110 crime in you to cut short your prayers, if ye fear lest 
the infidels come upon you. . . . And when thou, O 
Apostle ! slialt be among them, and shalt pray with them, 
then let a party of them rise np with thee, but let them 
take their arms ; and when they shall liave made their 
prostrations, let them retire to your rear : then let another 
party that hath not prayed come forward, and let them 
pray with you (S. iv. 102, 103). 

(iv.) Salatu’t-Tarawih. — This is a special set of twenty 
rak‘ats, of Suniiat obligation, recited every night during the 
month of Eamaziin. They must be said after the farz and 
snnnat, and before the Mutr rak^ats at the time of the 
Salatu’l-Tslul. ‘Abduh-liahman, a Tradilionist, states that 
one night in llamazan he went with the Khalif Omar to 
the mosque. They saw some persons saying the Namaz 
alone, and some reciting it in groups. Oiiiai' said, “ if I 
gather them all together, so that they may recite it after 
one Iimiin, it will be good.'’ He did so, and the next night 
the people of their own accord came in great iiuinbors and 
united together. Then said Omar, “This bid'at is good.” 
This is good authority for the institution, for the Prophet 
said, “ Follow my Sunnat and that of the Khulafa-i-Riishi- 
din.” There is also a lladis-i-Sahih to the efftjct that 
“God has made the fast of Eamazaii farz, and its qiYmi^ 
sunnat.” The Prophet was anxious that the Tirdwfh 
Naiiuiz should not become farz, and therefore, after going 

* QiiCm is one of f lie positions in a Namaz, and is Jiere ustjd by synec- 
doche for it. In Mecca the Salafcu’t-Taruwih is called with reference to 
this Tradition the SaUtu'l-Qiamiah. 
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to the mosque on tliree successive iiiglits in Iianiazun, ho 
stayed away on tlie fourth, giving as his reason for so 
doing that ho feared that, if he went every night, it might 
be considered a farz, and not a suimat duty. The number 
of rak^ats is fixed at twenty, as tliat was the number 
recited l)y oMuhanimad and by the Khalif Omar. The 
Shfiahs do not say tliese prayers, or even enter the mosque 
on such occasions, as after every four rak^ats an eulogium 
is repeated on the four Khali fs, the first three of whom 
they hate. 

(v.) Saljltu’l-Kusiif and Salatu’l-Kliusuf. — Prayer said 
when an eclipse of the sun or of the moon takes place. 
In the former case, the Imam recites with the congregation 
in the mosque two rak‘ats. A Tradition recorded by 
IJukhari and related by ‘Abdu’llali bin ‘Ainrii states that 
“ in the time of the Prophet, when there was an eclipse 
of the sun, it was notified that certainly the Naniiiz was 
to be said in the congregation.” In this Salat the Azan and 
the Iqjiniat are both omitted. No Khutbali is said. After 
the rak'ats are completed those present remain in prayer 
(dii^a) until the eclipse is at an end. The Namiiz during 
ail eclipse of the moon is tlie same as tliat during an 
eclipse of tlie sun, with this exception, that the rak‘ats 
need not be recited in a congregation. A IMuslim can say 
this Nanuiz privately in his own liouse. The practice is 
founded on the Propliet's saying, Wlien you see an eclipse, 
then remember God ; pray (dii‘a) and recite the Namaz 
until it becomes light again.” 

(vi.) 8aliltud-Istisqjl. — Prayer in time of drought. When 
there is a scarcity of water, each jierson should, with face 
Qihlah-wnrds, offer up prayer to God. This can be said 
at home and in private. Care must be taken that no 
Zimnu ^ is present. Tlie reason given is that this is a 
prayer for a blessing, but God sends no blessing on a 
company in which a Zimnii is present. These prayers are 

* That is, a non-Miisliiii who is allowed to reside in a Musalman state 
on payment of a special tax. 
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simple du‘a and not a Namaz. There is no well-authen- 
ticated Tradition to the effect that the Prophet ever said 
Namaz on such an occasion, whilst there are many whicli 
show that he made duVi. This is a very good example of 
the use of the term Saldt as a Mushtarak word, ix,, one 
which has several significations. Its ordinnry meaning is 
Namaz, here it means du‘t'i. 

(vii.) Salatud-Janaza. — Prayers at a funeral. When a 
person is about to die, the attendants should place him on 
liis right side with his face Qibhih-wards. In tl}at position 
he should repfNat tlie “ Ivalimah-i-Shah.‘ldat,” tlie creed of 
testimony : “ I confess that God is one, witlioiit a partner ; 
that truly Muhammad is His servant and Ilis Apostle.” 
After death has taken place, the corpse is laid out, incense 
is burnt, and the shroud is perfumed an odd number of 
times. A Tradition states that an odd number is fixed 
upon because the number one, which represents the unity 
of God, is odd and not even. The lesser lustration (wazn) 
is then made. The head and beard are washed with a, 
decoction made of some flowers, after whicli the greater 
lustration (gliusl) is made. 

To recite the Sahitii’l-daniiz*a is a duty called Farz-i- 
kifiiyah, that is, if some few persons in the assembly say 
it, all need not do so ; wliilst if no one repeats it, all will 
be guilty of sin. To prove that Nanniz is farz the follow- 
ing verse is quoted : “ Take alms of their substance, tliut 
thou mayest cleanse and purify them thereby, and pray for 
them ; for thy ]>rayers shall assure their minds ; and God 
heareth, knowetli ” (S. ix. 104). The proof that it is not 
Farz-i-‘ain (ix,, incumbent on all), but Farz-i-kihiyali, is 
drawn from an account given in a Hadis to the effect that 
the Prophet one day did not recite tlie Namaz over one of 
his deceased followers. Now, if the Nannlz had been Farz- 
i-^ain, even the Prophet could not have omitted it. His 
Sunnat, or practice, has decided the nature of the farz com- 
mand contained in the verse of the Qurdn just quoted. 
The Namiiz can only be said when the corpse is present. 

S 
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It is recited iii.tlie open space in front of the mosque, or in 
some neighbouring spot : never in the graveyard. 

When all are assembled the Innlin or leader says : “ Here 
begins the Nariidz for the dead.” The company present 
then stand up in rows with faces turned in the direction of 
Mecca. Tlie Imam stands a little in front, near the head 
or waist of the corpse, according as it is that of a male or 
female. Then all assume the QiVim or standing position, 
and recite the Xiyyat as follows : “ I recite Namaz for the 
sake of God, and oiler prayers (DuVi) for this deceased per- 
son, and I follow the Imam ” (who is about to oflliciate). 
Then all at the first ^ Takbir i)ut the hands to the lobes of 
the ears and say : “ God is Great ! 

Then they say the Sana : Holiness to Thee, 0 God 1 and 
to Thee be praise! Great is Thy Name! Great is Thy 
greatness ! G reat is Thy praise ! There is no God but Thee 1 ” 
Then follows the second Takbir : “ God is Great 1 ” 

Then all say the Dariid-i-Ibralu'm : ‘‘0 God, have mercy 
on Muhammad and upon his descendants, as Thou didst 
bestow mercy, and peace, and blessing, and conipnssion, and 
great kindness upon Abraham and upon his descendants.” 
‘'Thou art praised, and Thou art Great!” “0 God, bless 
Muhammad and his descendants, as Thou didst bless, and 
didst have compassion and great kindness upon Abraham 
and upon his descendants.” 

Tlien follows tlio third Takbir : “ God is Great ! ” 

Tlie l)u‘a is tlieii repeated : O God, forgive our living 
and our dead, and tliose of us wlio are present, and those 
wlio are absent, and our children and our full-grown persons, 
our men and our women. O God, those whom Thou dost 
keep alive amongst us, keep alive in Islam, and those whom 
Thou causest to die, let them die in tlie Faith.” ^ 

^ The SliulMtes raise the hamls at the recital of each of the four Takhirs ; 
the other sects do so only at the first. 

“ If the deceased was a child or a iiuid person, they say : “O God, make 
him (or her, as the case may he) a j^uide for ns, and make him a cause of 
our gaining a future reward. O God, save him and make him an inter- 
cessor for us.” 
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Then follows the fourth Takhir: ‘‘God is Great!” 

Then all say : ‘‘0 God, give us good in this world and 
in tlie next, and save us by Thy mercy from tJie troubles of 
the grave and of hell.” 

Tlien eacli one in a. low voice says the Sahim, as in an 
ordinary Namaz.’ 

The Najoilz is now over, and tlie people make anotlier 
Du‘a thus : “‘0 our Lord ! suffer not our hearts to go 
astray after that Thou hast once guided us, and ^ive us 
mercy from before Thee ; for verily Thou art lie wlio 
^iveth ’ (S. iii. 6). O God, Thou art liis Master, and Thou 
createdst him, and Tliou didst nourish liiin, and didst guide 
him toward Islam, and Thou hast taken his life, and Thou 
knowcst well liis inner and outer life. Provide intercessors 
for us. Forgive liini, for 'J'hou art tlie Forgiver, the most 
Merciful.” - ^ 

Tlien going towards the head of the corpse, they say : — 
“ No doubt is there about this Book (Quran). It is a 
guidance to the God-fearing, who believe in the unsecni, 
who observe prayer (salat), and out of what we have 
bestowed on tliem expend (for God), and who believe 
in that which hatli been sent down to thee (Muham- 
mad), and in wliat hatli been sent down before tliee ; 
and full faith have they in the life to come: these are 
guided by their Lord ; and with these it shall be well ” 
(S. ii. 1-4). 

Then coming towards tlic feet of the corpse, tliey say: — 

The Apo.stle believeth in tliat wliich hath been sent down 
from his Lord, as do the faithful also. Each believeth in 
God, and His angels, and Ilis Books and Ilis Apostles : we 

^ The Im;im makes the Niyyat; (intention) in his mind that the Salani 
maybe on his t^uardian ani^els, and on tlie worshippers who are behind 
liim ; each worshipxicr ina-kes the Niyyat that the 8aliiin may be on his 
guardian angels, on his fellow-worshix^pers, and on the Imam. 

“ A deceased Muslim is Cfilled “maghfur lahu,” /.r., one wlio is not onlj’’ 
absolved from sin, but is also admitted into Paradise ; the term is derived 
from “gliafar,” which adds to ilie meaning of “ ‘afu" (he absolved) the 
further idea of a particii)ation in the joys of heaven. 
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inalie no distinction between any of His Apostles.^ And 
they say : ‘Wo have heard and we obey. (We implore) 
Thy mercy, Lord; for unto Thee must we return.* God 
will not burden any soul beyond its power. It shall enjoy 
the good wliich it liath acquired, and shall bear tlie evil for 
tlie ac(piiremeiit of wliieh it laboured. O our Lord ! punish 
us not if wo forget or fall into sin ; 0 our Lord ! and lay 
not on us a load like that which Tlioii hast laid on those 
who have been before us; “ O our Lord ! and lay not on us 
that for which we have no strength, but blot out our sins 
and forgive us, and have pity on us. Thou art our pro- 
tector ; give us victory therefore over the infided nations 
(S. ii. 285, 286). 

Tlie chief uiourner tlien gives the Izn-i-^Aniin, that is, he 
says : “ All have permission to depart.** 

Some tlien proceed homewards, otliers go with the corpse 
to the graveyard. Wlien the bier is lifted up, or when it 
is placed down near the grave, the people say: “We com- 
mit thee to earth in the name of God and in the religion 
of the Prophet.” 

If the ground is very hard, a recess (lahd) is dug out in 
the side of the grave. This must be higli enough to allow 
the corpse to sit up when the angels Munkar and Nakir 
come to interrogate it. If the ground is soft, a small grave 
is excavated at the bottom of the larger one. The corpse 
is then placed in the lower one. The idea in both cases is 
that the corpse must be in such a position that it can have 
free inoveinent. The body is placed with the face towards 

^ This conlradicls vors(3 254 of this Siinih. Muslims ox]>lfiin it thus. 
We accept all prophets, and as regards faith in them make no difference, 
though as regards diynltij we recognise the distinction indicated in the 
254II1 verse. 

“ Tliat is, the Jews and Christians, on whom, it is said by the Muslim 
comiiientators, many strict ceremonial observances were incumbent. The 
word often used to express the idea of the burdensome nature of cere- 
monial obsi'rvaiice is takhlif, trouble, rractically, ]\Iuslims are not free 
from these “loads,'’ a fact which finds expression in the word used fora 
pious man— a miikhallif, one who has to take trouble in the way of per- 
forming religious duties. 
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Mecca. Wlien tlie bands of the shroud have been loosened 
the people say : O God, deprive us not of the heavenly 
reward of the deceased, place us not in trouble.” 

Each person then takes seven clods of earth, and over 
each clod says “ Bismillali ” (in the name of God), and the 
Siiratu*l-IkUis (cxii.), and then places each clod by the head 
of the corpse. Unbiirnt bricks, bamboos or boards having 
then been placed over the smaller grave, the persons present 
witli both hands throw clods of (3artli tljree times into the 
grave. Tlie first time they say: ‘'From it (earth) We 
created yon;” the second time, “And into it will We return 
you;” the tliird time, “And out of it will We bring you 
a second time” (S. xx. 57 ). Tlion they say tliis DiiVi; 
“ 0 God, I beseech Thee for the sake of JMuhammad not to 
trouble the deceased.” 

AVdien the attendants are filling up the grave they say : 
“ 0 God, defend the deceased from Sliaitjin (devil) and from 
the torments of the grave.” When tlie grave is completely 
filled up, one man pours water three, or five, or seven times 
over it, and then plants a green branch on it. One of the 
inonrners tlien draws near the middle of the grave and 
recites the Talqin (instruction): “O servant of God, and 
child of a female servant of God. 0 son of (such an one)/ 
remember the faith you professed on earth to the very last; 
that is, your witness that there is no God but God, and that 
certainly Aruhammad is Ifis Apostle, and that l*aradise and 
Hell and tlie llesurrection from the dead are leal ; that 
there will be a day of judgment, and say: 'I confess 
that God is my Lord, Ishim my religion, Mubanirnad (on 
whom be the mercy and peac^e of God) my Prophet, the 
QurAu my guide, the Jva'bah my Qiblab, and that Muslims 
are my brethren.’ O God, keep him (the deceased) firm in 

* The name of the mother is luM-e inserted, The inoUicr's name is 
ehosen in preference to that of the fatlier, as there can bo no doubt as to 
the materniry of tlni child. For the same reason it is said that at the Last 
Day each man will be summoned as such an one, son of such a mother. 
This simple fact reveals a sad state of morals, or at least a disbelief in the 
virtue of women. 



278 THE FAITH OF TSLAM 

this faith, and widen his grave, and make liis examination 
(by Mnnkar and Xakir) easy, and exalt him and have 
mercy on him, 0 Thou most Merciful.” The other persons 
present then offer a Fatihali.^ 

After this they may, if they like to do so, read the 
Suratu’l-Yii Sin (xxxvi.) and the Siiratu’]-]\rulk (Ixvii.). It 
is not common to do so. Then, retiring forty paces from 
the grave, they again offer a Fatihah, for by this time the 
examination of the deceased has commenced. Tlie first 
night is one of great trouble to the deceased, so films 
sliould bti given liberally tliat night in liis name. In order 
to relieve liim fis much fis possible, two nail rak'ats of a 
Namaz should be said. After the Fatihali in each rak^at, 
the worshipper should repeat the Ayatn’l-Kursi, the tlirone 
verse (S. ii. 256), three times; then the Siiratu't-Takisur 
(cii.) eleven times; then the Shratu’l-lklas (cxii.) three 
times. 

After the Salam and tlie Dariul, the worshippiT lifts up 
both hands, and with great humility prays that the reward 
of the service just concluded may be bestowed on the 
deceaserl. 

(viii.) Sahitu’l-lstikhara. — This is a Namaz, consisting 
of two rak'ats, said before undertaking any special work. 
After each ralvat the person says this DnVi: “O God, 
make mo know what is best for me, and keep me from 
evil, and bestow good upon me, for I have no power to 
know what is best for me.” He then goes to sleep, dur- 
ing which period he expects to receive a special inspiration 
(Tllnim) which will give him tlie needed directions and 
guide him aright as to the matter in liand. 

(ix.) Sahitu't-Tarawih. — This consists of twenty rak^ats 
recited each evening during the month of llamazan. An 
account of these will he given in tlie next chapter when the 
ceremonies connected with the Ramazan fast are described. 

The account given of the various forms of Salat will 

' The idea, is that the reward of this act is transferred to the person on 
whose behalf it is made. 
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show how mechanical they are. These forms admit of no 
variation, wlietlier used in public or in private. Dean 
Stanley well remarks : “ The ceremonial character of the 
religion of ]\rnsalmans is, in spite of its simplicity, carried 
to a pitch beyond the utmost demands of Dome or of 
Ibissia. Prayer is reduced to a mechanical act, as dis- 
tinct from a mental one, beyond any ritual in the West. 
It is strikiiu^ to see the figures along the banks of the 
Nile going tlirougli their prostrations at the rising of the 
sun, with the uniformity and the regularity of clockwork ; 
but it resembles the worship of machines rather than of 
rcJisonable beings.”^ 

3. Rozaii, Till-: 'riiiuTV Days’ Fast or Ramazan. — Fast- 
ing^ (which is called in Arabic, Sum) is defined to be 
abstinence from food, drink, and cohabitation from sunrise 
to sunset. The person should say: “O Lord, I intend to 
fast to-morrow foj’ Thy sak('.. Forgive my past and future 
sin.” When the fast is ended he says: “O God, I fastcil 
for Thy sake and had faith in Thee, and confided iii ^riiee, 
and now I break (iftar) the fast with the food Tliou givest. 
Accept this act.” 

It is a far/, duty to keep the fast during the thirty days 
of the month Ramazan. I^his is laid down in tlie words of 
the (Jnrfiii : “ O believers ! a fast is ])resci'ibed to you as it 
was prescribed to those before you.” “ As to tlie month 
Ramazan, in which the Quran was sent down to he man’s 
guidane(?, and an explanation of that guidance, and of that 
illumination, as soon as any one of you observeth the moon, 
let him .set about the fast”(S. ii. 179-181). Tlie Jjrn.i^ 
is also unanimous on tliis point. Young children and 
idiots are excused. Sick persons and travellers may post- 
pone the fast to another time. “ lie who is sick or upon 
a journey sliall fast a like number of other days. Ood 

^ “Eastern Chnreli,” p. 279. 

“ The Trophet said “Fastiiig is a shield. There is a special door o£ 
Paradise ; it is called Rayyan, and only those who fast can enter by it ; 
when all such Lave entered it wMll be fastened.'’ (Sahihu’l liukluiri- 
Kitdbu’s-sun].) 
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wislietli you ease, but wislietli not your discomfort, and 
that you fulfil the number of days’^ (S. ii. i8i). This is 
called a qaz;l fast, that is, a fast kept at another time in 
lieu of one which has been omitted. 

If a person makes a vow that, if God grants a certain 
request, he will fast (rozah-i-nazr), or if he fasts by way of 
atonement for some sin committed (rozah-i-kafilrah), in both 
(iases it is a wajib duty to keep the. fast. Some hold that 
the former is a farz duty, and base their assertion on the 
verse : “ Let them bring the neglect of their persons to a 
close, and let them pay their vows ” (S. xxii. 30). 

All other kinds of fasts are iiafi, a term already explained. 
Such are the fasts kept on the 10th day of Muharram ; on 
the Aiyam-i-BIz (briglit days) — the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
day of any month, on the 15th of Sha^b/ui, that is, the 
day following the night called Shab-l>arat, and on the 
30th of each month in which there are thirty days. A 
iiafl fast may be broken if the person who intended to 
keep it receives an invitation to a feast. According to 
Ihikhari, a woman may not make a nail fast without the 
coiisoiit of her husband. The reverse is not the case, for 
il(3n are superior to women on account of the qualities 
with which God hath gifted the one above the other, and 
on account of the outlay they make from their substance 
for them (S. iv. 38). It is said that one day a woman 
came to the JVopliet and said that her husband had slapped 
her. The Propliet wished to punish him for doing so im- 
proper an act, but ho was prevented by the descent from 
heaven of the verse just quoted, which is held to be con- 
clusive evidence of the inferiority of women. The verse 
also contains the words “ chide those (wives) for wliose 
refractoriness ye have cause to fear ; remove them into 
beds apart, and scourge them.’’ It is mustaluib to fast 
some days in the mouth Shawwill, for Muhammad is re- 
]>orted to have said: ‘‘Whosoever keeps the fast of 
llamaziin and some seven days in the preceding month of 
Sliawwal, it is as if his whole life were a fast.” 
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If, ou account of dull weather or of dust-storms, the new 
1110011 is not visible, it is sufficient to act on the testimony 
of a trustwortliy person who declares that Ilamazaii lias 
commenced. Imam Shaffii requires two, but the following 
Tradition is quoted against him : An Arab came to the 
Prophet and said, ^ I have seen the new moon.’ His Ex- 
cellency said, "Dost thou believe that there is no CJod but 
God ? Dost thou confess that Muhammad is his Apostle ? ’ 
‘ Yes,’ replied the man. The Prophet calling Pillal, the 
Mu a/ziii, said, ‘ Tell tlie people to commence the fast.’ ” 
This proves that the evidence of one good JIuslim is sulli- 
cient testimony in the matter. 

The fast is destroyed in the following cases : — If, when 
cleansing the teeth, a little water should pass into the throat; 
if food is eaten under compulsion; if an (uiema is used; if 
medicine is jiut into the ears, nose, or a wound in the head ; 
if a meal lias been taken on the supposition that it was 
night when it was really day ; if the ni} yat in the llamazau 
fast was not properly made ; if after a meal taken during 
the night a portion of food larger tlian a grain of corn re- 
mains between the teeth or in a cavity of a tooth ; lastly, if 
food is vomited. In eacli of these cases a qaza fast must 
be kept in lieu of the one thus broken. In the case where 
the fast is deliberately broken, the person must atone ibr 
his sin by setting a slave at liberty ; if from any cause tliat 
cannot be done, he must fast every day for two months ; 
if that cannot be done, he must give sixty persons two full 
meals each, or give one man such meals daily for sixty 
(lays. 'J'he fast is not broken by nu^rely tasting any tiling, 
by applying antimony to the eyes and oil to tlie b(?ard, by 
cleansing the teetli or by kissing a person ; but it is con- 
sidered better not to do these things during the daytime. 

If a person through the infirmity of old age is not able 
to keep the fast, he must perform sadaqah, that is, he must 
feed a poor person. This opinion is based on a sentence in 
the Quran wliicli has caused a great deal of dispute : "" As 
for those who are able (to keep it and yet break it), the 
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expiation of this shall be the maintenance of a poor man '' 
(S. ii. i8o). This seems to make fasting a matter of per- 
sonal option, and some Commentators admit that at first it 
was so, but they say that the words liave been abrogated ^ 
by the following sentence, wliicli occurs in the next verse : 
“As soon as any one of you observeth the moon, let liim 
set about tlie fast.” Others say that the negative particle 
“ not ” must l)c understood before able, in which case the 
words within brackets must be omitted. Others explain tlie 
expression “those who are able” as equivalent to “those 
who have great difficulty therein,” such as aged and infirm 
persons. This seems to be the best interpretation, and is 
the one which practically is acted on. 

Ill the case of women with child, mothers giving suck to 
their children, sick persons whom fasting at this particular 
time might injure, it is sufficient if they keep it at another 
time ; that is, they must when convenient make a qa/ji 
fiist. Ill these cases the Sadaqah is not required. The 
Quran says : “ lie who is sick or upon a journey shall fast a 
like number of other days ” (S. ii. i 8 i). There are five days 
in the year in which it is unlawful to fast. These are 
‘fdidl-Fifr, HaqrhM, and the three following days, viz., the 
I ith, I2tli, and 13th of Zu' 1 -IIijjah, If during the month 
of Eamazan a person arrives at maturity, or an infidel 
becomes a ilusliin, each must keep the fast during the 
remaining days of the month. 

To take the Saharf, or meal taken just before sunrise in 
the month of liamaz;iii is a Sunnat act. The great Tradi- 
tioiiists, Bukhari, lluslim, and Tirinizi, all agree that the 
Prophet said, “ Kat Sahari because there is a blessing in it. 
The difference between our fast and that of the men of the 
Book (Christians) is the partaking of Saharf.” The meal 
eaten immediately after sunset is called IfUir, or the break- 

^ There ;irc others wlio Tn.aintain tliat tliis is a mnhkam statement., and 
cannot therefore be abrogated. They hold that it must be restricted to 
the aged and to persons who bavo chronic diseases. (Tafslr-i-IIusaini 
p. 30; Tafsir-i-Faizu’l-Kariin, j). 120.) 
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ing of the fast. In India it is the custom to eat a date 
first, or, if that fruit is not procurable, to drink a little 
water. In Turkey an olive is chosen as the fruit with 
wliicli the fast should be broken. 

The distinctive feature of a Muharnmad/m fast is that it 
is a fast during the day only. The rich classes, wlien not 
strictly religious, by turning day into niglit avoid much 
of its rigour. They, however, frequently break the fast, 
though any such action must be done in secret, for popular 
opinion all over the Musalman world is strongly against a 
man who does not, outwardly at least, observe the fast of 
Kamazaii. In this matter it may be said, ‘'I'echer on 
secret, n’est pas pecher, ce n’est que beclat qui fait le 
crime.” Those wlio have to work for their living find the 
observance of the fast very dillicult, for however laborious 
mo.y be their occupation, they must not swallow any liquid; 
yet, as a rule, the lower classes observe it strictly.^ 

4. ZakAt. — There are two terms in use to ex[)rcss alms- 
giving. The first is Zakat, or the legal alms due, with 
certain exceptions, from every Muslim. I'he second is 
Sadaqah, or offerings on the fi^ast-day known as ‘fdidl-Fitr, 
or alms in general.^ It is the first of these that has now to 
be considered. 

On the authority of the Quran and the Ijm.i^-i-unnnat it 
is declared to be a farz duty for every Muslim of full ago, 
after the expiration of a year, to give the Zakat on account 
of his property, ])rovided that he has sufiicient for his sub- 
sistence and is a S*ihib-i-Nisab, or one who possesses an 
income equivalent to about £5 per annum. The Quran 

^ Hurton says that when, in the disj^uise of a Musuliunn doctor, Ijc was 
in Cairo making preparations for the Hajj, ho liad but one iiatient who 
would break bis fast to save his life. All the others refused, though death 
should be the consequence. 

2 “The former are called Zakat, either because tliey increase a man’s 
store by drawing down a >)le.ssing on him, and produce in his soul the virtue 
of liberality, or because thoj” purify tlie remaining part of one’s substance 
from pollution, and the soul from the lilth of avarice ; the latter arc called 
Sadaqah, because they are a proof of a man’s sincerity in the worship 
of God.” (Sale’s “ rreliminary Discourse,” Sect, iv.) 
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says : “ Observe prayer (Salat) and tlie legal impost (Zakat)” 
(S. ii. 40). The Khalif ‘Umr Ibn ‘Abdu’l-'Azfz used to 
say: “Trayer carries ns half-way to God, fasting brings us 
to the door of His palace, and alms procure us admission.” 
The three conditions without whicli Zakat would not be 
compulsory are Islam, Hurrfyat (freedom), and Nisab (stock). 
The reason for this is that Zakat is said to be a funda- 
mental part of ‘Ibadat (worship), and that, as the infidels 
cannot perform acceptable worship, they have nothing to do 
with Zakat. Hurriyat, or freedom, is necessary, for slaves 
liold no property. Nisab, or stock, is required, for so the 
IT'ophet lias decreed.^ When the Nisab is required for 
daily use, the Zakdt is not taken from it ; such as a slave 
retained for personal service, grain for food, weapons, tools, 
books, household furniture, wearing apparel, horses for riding, 
&c., for one Tradition records that the l^rophet specially 
exempted all those ; whilst another, given on the authority 
of Bukliuri, says that fur slaves employed in domestic service 
only the Sadaqah-i-litr ^ should be given. If a person owes 
a debt, tlie> amo\iiit necessary for its liquidation must be 
deducted from his property and th(i Zakilt given on the 
balance. If it is a debt due to God, such as an offering 
due on a vow, or to be given in atonement for the neglect 
of some religious duty, it must not be so deducted from the 
property on which Zakdt is due. 

Wlien the Nisdb is in gold or in silver to the value 
of about then one-fortieth part is due. “A woman 
with a child, on whose arms were heavy golden bracelets, 
came to the Trophet. He inquired if the Zakat had been 
given for them. On receiving a reply in tlie negative he 
said, ‘It is easy for God in the day of judgment to make 
thee wear bracelets of fire.' The girl then took tliem off 

^ The ITopbet told the men of the tribe *AbduT-Q;Us th*'\t they should 
^ivc onc-lifth of their property (Sairihu’l-nukhilri, p. 22). It is said, how- 
ever, that this order applied to tliat tribe only, and was not of general 
application. 

2 That is, food or money sullicient to provide one meal for a poor 
person. 
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and said, 'These are for the service of God and of liis 
Prophet/ ” Ou all rikdz or buried treasure found by any 
Olio, and on costly metals extracted from mines, one-lifth 
of the value must be paid, whetlier the land be Khariji — 
rented at its proper market value, or ^Ushari — possessoAl 
by the payment of a tithe. If the rikaz is found in Daru’l- 
llarb, a country under a nou-Muslim Government, tlio 
whole belongs to the linder ; if it is on his own land, or 
if on unclaimed land, lie must pay tlie one-fifth. Should 
the treasure consist of coins bearing the mint stamp of 
a Musalman Government, the finder must, if he can, find 
the owner and return them to bini ; if they were coined 
in a mint belonging to the infidels, after having given one- 
fifth as Zakdt, he may retain four-fifths for himself. 

Pearls, amber, and turquoise are not subject to any 
deduction, for the lYophct said, “ There is no Zakat for 
stones.” 

As regards cattle the following rules have been laid down. 
For sheep and goats nothing is given when the number is 
under forty. The owner must give one for one liundred 
and twenty, two for the next eighty, and one for every 
hundred after. Tlie scale for buflaloes is the xSame as 
that for sheep. For camels, horses, and cows, special 
elaborate rules are laid down, hut tlie general principles 
are the same. Donkeys and mules are exempt, for the 
Propliet said, “ No order has come down (from Iieaveii) 
to me about them.” 

If a stock of merchandise exceeds the Nisah (^5, 4s.), 
Zakdt must be given on it and on the pioFits at tlie rat(i 
of two and a half per cent. Iluiiey, fruit, grain, &c., 
although less than five cnmel-loads, must, according to 
Imam Abu Ilanffa, pay one-tciith ; but the SiUdbairi and 
Imam Shafi'f say that if there is less than the five camel- 
loads no Zakat is required. 

The Zakat should be given to tlie classes of person men- 
tioned in the following verso. “ Alms are to be given to 
the poor and the needy, and to those who collect them, and 
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to ihosc ivhosc hearts arc icon to Isldniy and for ransoms, and 
for debtors, and for the cause of God, and for the wayfarer’’ 
(S. ix. 6o). The words italicised, according to the Tafsir-i- 
llusaiiii, Laizjivf, and other authorities, are now cancelled, 
or ratiier they are allowed to fall into disuse, for the term 
saqit, wliich is tlic one used, is not so strong as the word 
niansiikh (abrogated). The reference is to the Arab chiefs 
who were beaten by the Prophet at the battle of iloneiii 
(a.ii. 8). ’.I’liis victory is referred to in the 25th verse of 
this Surah, God has helped you in many battle-fields, and 
on the day of ITonein.” Abu Pakr abolished this giving of 
Zakat to converts, and the Khalif Omar said to tlicse or 
similar persons, “ This Zakat was given to incline your 
liearts towards Islam. Now God lias prospered Islam. If 
you be converted it is well ; if not, a sword is between 
us.” No Companion has denied this statement, and so the 
authority for tlie practical suspension of this order is that 
of the Ijma'-i-umnuit, It is well that an appeal to un- 
worthy motives should be abolished, but no commentator, 
so far as I know, makes that a reason for the cancelling of 
this order. It is always placed on the ground of the 
triumpliant nature of Islam, which now needs no such suj)- 
port. Coiiteniptuous indincreiico, not any high moral 
motive, was the cause of the change. In addition to the 
persons mentioned in the verse just quoted, Zakat may he 
given to assist a iMukdtib, or slave who is working in order 
to purchase his freedom. Persons who are too poor to go 
on a eJilijid or to make the llajj must be assisted. The 
Zakat must not bo given for building mosques,^ for funeral 
expenses, liquidating the debts of a deceased person, or to 
purchase a slave in order to set him free. It is not lawful 
to give the Zakat to parents or grandparents, children or 
grandchildren, or for a husband to give it to liis wife or a 
wife to her husband, or a master to his slave. Abii Yusuf 
and Muhammad, disciples of Imam Abii llaiu'fa, maintain 

1 Mosques are usually endowed. The property thus set apart is called 
wa^if. Tliis supports the various ofticials connected with a mosque. 
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that a wife can apply the Zakat to her liusband’s wants, and 
quote this tradition : “ A woman asked the Prophet if slie 
could give the Zakat to her husband. He answered, ' (iive ; 
such an act has two rewards : one for the givijig of cliarity 
and one for the fulfilment of the duties of relationship.’ ” 
It should not be given to a rich man or to his family. The 
descendants of llashiin and tlie descendants of the Thojdiet 
should not be the recipients of the Zakat. The Prophet 
said ; “ 0 Ahl-i-Piait (iiicn of the house), it is not lawful for 
you to receive Zakat, for you get the one-fifth share of my 
fifth portion of the booty.” So some say that the Syeds are 
excluded ; but they demur, and reply, that as they do not 
now get a portion of the spoil of the infidels, they should 
receive alms. Zakat must not bo given to a Zinimf. It is 
meritorious only when given to Jluslims. 

In jMuhammadan countries there are ofliccrs whose duty 
it is to collect the Zakiit; in India the payment is left to 
each person’s conscience. AVhilst there is not mucli regu- 
larity in the payment, duo cr(?dit must be given for the care 
whicli ]\Iusalmaiis take of their poor. 

Tlie Sadaqah forms a difierent branch of this subject. 
full account of it will be given in the section of the next 
chapter which treats of tlie Tdu’l-Fitr. 

5. Thk Hajj. — The Uajj, or pilgrimage to ]\recea, is a 
farz duty, and he wlio denies this fact is considered to be 
an infidel. “ Proclaim to the people a pilgrimages . . . Let 
them pay their vows and circuit the ancient House. This 
do. And he that res2:)ecteth the sacred ordinances of (!od, 
this will be best for him with tlie Lord” (S. xxii 28, 
30, 31). “Tlie pilgrimage to tlie temple is a service due 
to C 5 od from those wlio arc able to journey tliither; and 
as to him who bclievoth not, verily God can affcjrd to 
dispense wdth all creatures” (S. iii. 91, 92). The com- 
mentator Jlaizavi says that the words "are able” in this 
verse were interpreted by tlie I’rophet to mean tlu; posses- 
sion of food to eat and an animal to ride, from which 
statement Imdm As-Shufi‘f argued that a nion who could 
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not go in person might send a substitute. On the authority 
of Ibn ‘Abbtis the following Tradition has been handed 
down. “The Prophet said: ‘God has made the Ilajj farz.’ 
Then Aqra bin Ilabis, standing up, said : ‘ 0 Prophet, is it 
to be made every year?’ Ilis Excellency said: ‘If I say 
yes, it will be a wajib duty to do it annually ; but that ye 
are not able to bear, so the llajj is necessary only once ; 
whatever pilgrimage may be made to Mecca in addition 
is nafl.’ " ' 

The Jlajj must l)e made by every free Muslim, sound 
in body and of full age, who is able to pay his expenses, 
after duly providing for the support of his household till 
his return. If a slave or a child should make the Hajj, 
the former on attaining freedom, and the latter on coining 
of age, must again go on pilgrimage. If a woman, whose 
residence is at a distance of more than three days’ journey 
from Mecca, goes on pilgrimage, she must be accompanied 
by her husband or by a near relative. “ A certain man 
came to the Prophet and said : ‘ My wife is about to make 
the llajj, but I am called to go on a warlike expedition.’ 
The Prophet said : ‘ 1’urn away from the war and accompany 
thy wife in the Hajj.’ ” Imam Abii Yi'isuf considered that 
a wealthy man who delayed more than a year in making 
the Hajj was a sinner. Iimlin Miihaminad and most others 
would allow him to postpone it for some years ; but if death 
should overtake him before he made the pilgrimage, he would 
be accounted a sinner. 

Connected with the llajj there are three actions which 
are farz, and five which are wajib; all the rest are sunnat 
or inustabab. I'iie farz requisites are : (i) to wear no other 

^ In consequence of some proposed regulations concerning the pilgrim 
ships in the year a large number of Indian Musalnuins combined and 
sent a memorial to the Governor-General of India, in which tliey say : 
“ Tlie llajj is regarded and univfjrsally believed as an obligatory {i.e., farz) 
performaFure by all MuliaTumadans. In fact, we believe it to be the svrest 
w<nj to sal ration and pana/i.st./* Thus a pilgrimage to an old heathen shrine 
and the kissing of a small black stone atones for a life of evil and opens 
the door of heaven. 
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garment except the Hirain,^ two seamless wrappers, one of 
which is worn round the loins, the other thrown over the 
shoulders, the head being uncovered ; (2) to stand in 
‘Arafat; (3) to make the Tawjif, that is, to go round the 
Ka'bah seven times. 

The w’djib duties are: (i) to stay in Muzdalffah ; (2) to 
run between Mount Said and Mount Marwah ; (3) to i>er- 
forrn the Hamyu'r-ltijam, or the casting of tlie pebbles ; 
(4) if tlie pilgrims are non-Meccans, they must make an 
extra Tawaf; (S) to shave the head after the pilgrimage 
is over. 

Tlie llajj must be made at the ajipointed season. “Let 
the pilgrimage be made in the months already known 
(S. ii. 193). These months are Shawwal, ZuT-Q.a‘dah, and 
the first ten days of Zii’l-llijjah. The actual llajj must 
be ill the moiitli Zu’l-J-lijjali, the twelfth month of the 
Muhammadan year, but the jireparations for, and the 
niyyat or intention of the llajj can be made in the two 
preceding months. Tlie ‘Umrah, or ordinary pilgrimage, 
can be done at any time of the year except on the ninth 
and four succeeding days of Zul-llijjah. The authority 
for the ‘Umrah is found in the text: “Accomplish the 
pilgrimage (hajj) and the visitation'' ("umrali) (S. ii. 192). 
On each of tlie various roads leading to Mecca, there are 
at a distance of about five or six miles from the city stages 
called Miqat. The following are the names. On the Madina 
road, the stage (maiizil) is called ZuT-IIalifah ; on the 
road, Z:itu ‘Arq; on the Syrian road, Iliijfali ; on the Kajd 
road, Qain; on tlie Yamaii road, Yalamlam.“ 

^ This ccT(>mony is callod Ai-Thnirn (/.r., miikin«^ unlaw I’lil), because now 
various actions and piirsiiils must be abstained from. The ceremony of 
dolling the pilgrim’s garb is called Al-Jhlal makiTjg lawful), for 

now the pilgrim returns to the ordinary pursuits and joys of a life in 
the world. 

® This statement of names is taken from the “ Nunrl-llidavat,” p. 211 , 
and that of the distance from Hughes’ “Notes on l.slarn ; ” but lJurton 
speaks of A 1 Zaribah, a place forty-seven miles distant from Mecca, as 
a Miqilt. Tt was there tliat ho assumed the Ihram. 'J’he explanation 
probably is that a Haji must not approach nearer to Mecca without the 

T 
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The ILijis from all parts of the Muslim world at len^dh 
arrive, weary and worn, at one of these stages. They 
divest themselves of their ordinary clotliing, perform the 
legal ablution, say a Namaz of two nafl rak‘ats, and then 
put on the Ihram. Tlie Ilaji faces Mecca, makes the 
niyyat, and says, “O God, I purpose to make the I lajj ; 
make this service easy to me, and accept it from me.” He 
tlien says the Talbiyah ^ “ Here I am ! O Allah ! Here I 
am ! Here I am ! There is no God but Thee ! Truly, 
praise and bounty, and the kingdom are to Thee ! No 
partner hast Thou ! Here am I ! ” 'Jlie persons who 
I'oside permaneiitly in any of these Mfqat, or stages, can 
assume the pilgrim’s garb in a place called Hal, near to 
Mecca, or in the city itself, whilst tlie inhabitants of Mecca 
can put on the Ihram in tlie precincts of the temple. 

The Ilaji must now abstain from worldly affairs and 
devote himself entirely to the duties of the Hajj. He is 
not allowed to hunt, tliough he may catch fish if he can. 
“ 0 Believers, kill no game while ye are on pilgrimage ” 
(S. V. 96). The Prophet also said : “ He who shows the 
place where game is to be found is etjually as bad as the 
mail who kills it.” Bukhari, in the cha[)ter on the llajj, 
says that game killed by others may be eaten, and records 
the following Tradition : “ O Prophet, I have slain a wild 
ass, and some of it yet remains with me. Thy people fear 
to eat of it lest they be put away from thee.’ He said, 

‘ Let it be for the people ; ’ and they were Muhrimiim” (i.e., 

Ihram than the places named in the text. The farther from Mecca it is 
assumed, provided that it be during one of the two montbs i)reccdiiig 
Zii’l-Hijjah, the more meritorious is the act. 

* Talbiyah means the repetition of “ Labbaik, ” a phrase equivalent to 
“1 am hero.-’ The Talbiyah can be said in any language, though Arabic 
is preferred. It usually is as follows: ** Labbaik, Alliihurama, Labbaik I 
Ld Sharika laka, Labbaik ! Inna-l-hamda wa-n-nl‘raata laka, w’-al-raulk ! 
IjsI Sharika laka, Labbaik I ” It is a sunnat duty to repeat the Talbiyah 
often ; to repeat it once is shart, i.e,, a positive condition. Ibn ‘Abbds 
says : “ I heard the Prophet say, ‘He who dies engaged in the functions 
of the ITajj shall be raised saying the salutation Labbaik.’ ” (“ History of 
the Khalifs,” by JaUilu’d-din As-Syuti.) 
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they had assumed the Ilinim). The llaji must not scratch 
Iiimself, lest vermin be destroyed or a hair be uprooted. 
Bukhari relates how a pilgrim killed a louse, and had in 
consequence to sacrifice a goat, or to fast three days, or to 
feed six j)ersons. It is said to be a farz duty to do one 
of these three things when such insects are killed at this 
time. Should the llaji feel uncomfortable, he must rub 
himself with the open palm of his liaiid.^ The face and 
head must be left uncovered, the hair on the head and 
beard unwashed and uncut. " Shave not your heads until 
the offering reach the place of sacrifice” (S. ii. 192). On 
arriving at an elevated place, on descending a valley, on 
meeting any one, on entering the city of Mecca or the 
Musjidu’l-lTaram,^ the llaji should continually repeat the 
word “ Labbaik, Labbaik.” As soon as he sees the Ka‘bah^ 

^ The object of these minute details is that the “ Truce o£ (lod” may bo 
ixcpt. The five noxious creatures, however, may bo slain, vi/.., a crow, a 
kilo, a scorpion, a rat, anti a mad doj:^. (“ Sahihiri-lhikliari,’' vol. i. 
p. 458.) 

- Tlie MusjiduT-JIantm is the largo mosque in Mecca. The Ka‘bah 
(cube) is a square st(Uio building in the centre. This is also called the 
Qiblah. The Ka'bah is an oblong massive structure, eighteen paces in 
length, fourteen in breadth, and some thirty-five in height. About seven 
fetit from the ground, on the eastern side, there is a door whicli is opened 
only two or three limes a year. It is built of grey Meccan stone, shaped 
into irrogular-sizcd blocks, joined tog(‘ther with cennuit. The llajruT- 
Aswad is tlio black stone fixed in the corner of the Ka‘bah. TJiis stone, 
which is probably an afTolite, is about seven inches in diameter, and of an 
irregular oval shape. ThcRi is a tradition recorded by Thn ‘Abbas to the 
effect that it came down from Paradise, a stone whiter than milk ; that it 
has been turned black by the sins of men who liavo touched it ; that on 
the day of judgment it will have tw(» eyes to set* and a tongue to speak, 
and so will both sec and bear witness in favour of those who liavc touched 
and kissed it. 

It is said to have been rebuilt ten limes. A full description will be 
found in lJurton’s “ Pilgrimage to Madina and Alecca,” vol. iii. cb. 26. It is 
far too long to quote, and it cannot be condensed. The ‘Ularnsi consider 
the Ka‘bali a sacred place. They quote the verse : “Verily the first house 
built for mankind (to worship in) is that of Beceah (Alecca) — Blessed and 
a salvation to human beings. Therein are manifest signs, €5ven the stand- 
ing-place of Abraham, and he who entcreth is safe” (S. iii. 90). The 
word “therein” is said to mean Mecca, and tlie “manifest signs” the 
Ka‘bah, which contains such marvels as the footprints on Abraham’s plat- 
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he must say the Takhir and the Talilll. The Traditionalist 
‘Ata says that at this stage the I'rophet used to lift up his 
hands and pray. 

On entering the enclosure the HajI says the Lahhaik, 
Takhir, and the Talilll, then a Du'a, followed by a Namaz 
of two rak‘ats at the station of one of the four Inuims. On 
arriving near the Hajru’l-Aswad (hlack stone) the lldji again 
says the Takhir and the "Jahlll, after wJjich he kisses the 
stone. If, on account of the crowd, he cannot get near 
enough to do this, he must touch it witli his hand or with 
a stick, and kiss tliat with wliich he has thus touched the 
stone. At tlie same time lie says : “ 0 Allah, (I do this) 
ill Thy belief, and in verification of Thy book, and in pur- 
suance of Thy I'rophet's example — may Allah bless and 
preserve him. O accejit Thou rny supplication, diminish 
my obstacles, pity my humiliation, and graciously grant me 
Thy pardon,’' Then he again repeats the Takhir and the 
Tallin, the Dariid and the TaTIf (prayer for and praise of 
Muhammad). He then encompasses the Ka‘bali seven 
times, saying, '‘In the name of Alhili, and Allah is Omni- 
potent ! I purpose to make the circuit seven times.” This 
is called the Tawaf. The Ildjl runs round three times at 
a rapid pac.c, and four times he proceeds slowly. A per- 
manent resident in Mecca docs not perform the Tawaf. 
The Ilajl tlieii presses his stomach, chest, and right cheek 
against the portion of the Ka'bah wall called Al-Multazim, 
and raising up liis arms on liigh, says, " 0 Allah, Lord of 

form, n!)(l is the .spiritual safognard of all who enter it. In addit ion, othov 
“ signs ” are the preservation of the black stone, the miracles put forth to 
defend the House, the terrible death of the sacrilegious, and the fact that 
in the Flood the big fish did not eat the little fish in the Hanlm. Invalids 
recover their heiilth by rubbing themselves ag.'dnst the Kiswat (the cover- 
ing of the Ka‘bali) and the hhick stone. One hnndretl thousami mercies 
descend on it every clay, SiC, Portions of the. Kiswat are highly valued as 
markers of tlio Quran. Waistcoats madci of it arc supposecl to render the 
combatant invulnerable in battle. 

Another traveller says: “The curtains of tlie doors and tlio screens 
of tlie four sides fetcli, when sold, about ;^‘ 3 oo ; those of the inner 
shrine about ;f6oo.” (“ Pilgrimage to Mecca,” by the 13egum of Bhopal, 

p. lOI.'i 
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the Ancient House, free iny neck from hell-fire, and preserve 
me from every evil deed ; make me contented with tliat 
daily bread which Thou hast given to me, and bless me in all 
Thou hast granted ! ” lie then says the Istighfar : “ I beg 
pardon of Allah, the INlost High, the Living, the Eternal, 
and to Him I repent.” 

The Ilaji next proceeds to the IMaqain-i-Ibrahlrn ^ (place 
of Abraliain) and then recites two rak^ats called Suiinatu't- 
Tawaf. Some water from the sacred well Zamzam ^ is then 
drunk, after which the Ilaji returns to the Hajru'l-Aswad, 
and again kisses it. 

Haji Hurtoii thus describes one sliaut or circuit : — 

“ \Vc began the prayer, ‘ O AllAh (I do this) in Thy belief and 
in verification of Thy Hook, and in fait) 1 fulness to Thy covenant 
and after the exaniplc of Tliy IVophet Mnhaminad. JMay Allah 
bless and preserve liini !’ till we reached the place Al-Miiltazim, 
lietwcen tlie corner of the black stone and the Ka‘bah door. Here 
we ejaculated, ‘ 0 Alhih, Thou hast rights, so pardon my transgress- 
ing tliein.’ Opposite the door we repeated, ‘ 0 AllAh, verily tlie 
house is Thy house, and the sanctuary Thy sanctuary, and the 
safoguanl Thy safeguard, and this is the place of him wlio Jloes to 
Thee from (hell) fire.^ At the building called Maqani-i-IbrAhim 
we said, ‘ 0 Allah, verily this is the place of Abraham, who took 
refuge with, and fled to Tliee from the fire I O deny my flesh and 
blooil, my skin and bones to the (eternal) llanies.^ As we paced 
sloAvly round the north or inik corner of the Ka‘hah wo exclaimed, 
‘O Alliili, verily I take refuge with Thee from polytheism, and 
disobedience, and hypocrisy, and evil conversation, and evil thoughts 
concerning family, and property, and progeny.* When we passed 
from tlie or spout, we refloated the words, ‘O Allah, verily 

I hog of Thee faith wliich shall not decline, and a certainty wliich 
shall not perish, and the good aid of Thy Propliet Muhammad — 

^ The Maqi(m-i- Ibrahim is a small building, sujiported by six pillars 
about eight feet high, four of which are surrounded from top to bottom 
by a fine iron railing, while the space between the two hinder jnllars is 
left open ; within the railing is a frame about five feet square, said to 
contain tlie sacred stone on which Abraham sat when ho built the Ka'bab. 

^ It is said that when Ishmael was thirsty Gabriel stamped with his 
foot and a spring gushed forth. This is now the sacred well Zamzam. 
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may AlUh bless and preserve him ! O Allah, shadow me in Thy 
shadow, on the day when there is no shadow by Thy shadow ; and 
cause me to drink from the cu]) of Thy I Vophet MuJuinimad — may 
AllAh bless and preserve him ! — that pleasant draught, after which 
is no thirst to all eternitj', O Lord of honour and glory/ Turning 
to the west corner, or the Knknu^sh Shanii, we exclaimed, ‘ O 
Alldh, make it an acceptable pilgrimage, and a forgiveness of sins, 
and a laudahlo endeavour, and a pleasant action (in Thy sight), 
and a store which ])orislictli not, O 'riiou Glorious, O Thou Par- 
doner ! ’ This Avas repeatiid thrice, till we arrived at the Yemanf, 
or southern corner, where the crowd being less importunate, 'we 
touched the wall wu’th the right hand, after the example of the 
Propliet, and kissed the linger-tij)s. l>etween the south angle and 
tliat of the black stone, where our circuit would be completed, 'we 
said, ‘O Allali, verily I take refuge with Thee from infidelity, 
and I take refuge with Thee from want, and from tlie tortures of 
the tomb, and from the troubles of life and death. And I fly to 
Thee from ignominy in this world and the next, and implore Thy 
pardon for tin; present and the future. O JiOrd, grant to me in 
this life prosperity, and in tlie next life prosperity, and save me 
from the puuislimeiit of lire.' ” 

The next important stop is the running between tlie 
Mounts Safa and Marwah. According to Pukhari, some of 
the Ansjiry, on assuming the Ihram, were troubled because 
the idol Miiult was near to Safa, and therefore they did not 
like to go there. They spoke to the Prophet about it, and 
then this verse came : “ Verily Safa and Marwah are among 
the monuments of God; whoever then maketli a pilgrimage 
to the temple or visitetli it, shall not be to blame if he 
go round about them both '’ (S. ii. 153). There is also a 
Tradition to prove its farz obligation. Thus : 'Ahid said 
one day to Ayesha, ' I am young ; tell me the meaning of 
the verse about Safa and Marwah. I do not see in it any- 
thing bej^oud the fact that I mai/ go round them.’ ‘Ayesha 
replied, ‘ It is not as you think ; had it been so, it would 
have been revealed thus : lie shall not be to blame if ho 
do not go round about them both.’ ” At first the custom was 
given up, for the instincts of the early Muslims showed 
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tliem it was wrong; but a time-serving policy prevailed. 
Thus ‘Asini spoke to Anas about it, and lie said, ‘'We 
considered it an order in the days of ignorance {ix., pre- 
Isldmic days), and when Isl;lin came we gave it up, then 
this verse (S. ii. 153) came.” Starting from Mount Safa, 
the Ilaji runs seven times between its summit and that of 
Mount ]\[arwah. He runs, moving the shoulders, and with 
head erect, like soldiers charging in battle. The reason for 
this is, that the infidel Meccans mocked the Companions of 
the Prophet, and said that the climate of Madina had made 
them w^eak. This bold w’ay of running was adopted to 
disprove the calumny, and so has become a Suniiat prac- 
tice. The prayer to be said during the Sa'f (running) is : 
“ O my Lord, pardon and pity, and pass over that (sin) 
which Thou knowest. V'^erily Thou knowest what is not 
known, and verily Thou art the most Glorious, the most 
Generous. O our Lord, grant us in both worlds' prosperity, 
and save us from fire.” The iliiji should also quote pas- 
sages from the Quran. This Sa'i must be done after an 
important Tawiif, either the first or a later one. 

On the seventh day the Imam must preach in Mecen, 
and instruct the pilgrims in the ritual of the Ilajj. lie 
preaches again on the ninth and eleventh days. 

Oil the eighth day the Haji goi^s to Miml, a jilace tliree 
miles distant from Mecca, where, with all the other l.Iajis, 
he says the usual Haiiuiz, and there spends the night.* 
This is a Suiiiiat observance. 

On the morning of the ninth day, starting after the 
Halatii’l-Fajr, the Ilaji goes to Mount ‘Arafiit." On arriving 

^ “Manyliiid tliis inoonvonifiit, and so pass on to ‘Arafat during tlie 
afternoon of the eighth day.” — BujiTON. 

2 The following legend is current about ‘Arafiil. “When our x>arents 
forfeited lieavon by eating wlieat, which deprived Micni of their primeval 
purity, they were cast down upon earth. Tim serpent descended at Ispa- 
luin, the peacock at Cabul, Satan .at Bilbaj-s, Eve uf^on ‘Arafat, and Adam 
at Ceylon. 'J’lie latter determining to seek his wife, began a journey, to 
which the earth oavcs its present mottled aj:)i)caraMco. AVherevor he placed 
his foot — which was large — a town arose ; betw(;eii the strides will alw^ays 
be country. Wandering for many years, he came to the Mountain of 
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there he says, “ 0 God, I turn to Thee, I put iiiy trust on 
Thee, I desire Thee ; pardon my sin, accept my Ila jj, show 
mercy to me, supply my need in ‘Arafat ; Thou art powerful 
over all.” He then says Labbaik, the Takbir, and the 
Tahlil. The noontide and the afternoon Namaz are said to- 
gether there : they arc thus sliortened. This done, he should 
stand upon the mountain near to the place the Prophet is 
said to have occupied. This is called the Wuquf (standing), 
a necessary part of tlie IPyj. He must also listen to the 
sermon delivered by the Iiiuim, explaining what still re- 
mains of the ritual of the Hajj, i.r., how the Hajis are to 
stand in Muzdalifah, to throw the stones in Mimi, to make 
the sacrifice, &c. All the time the Hajf should constantly 
shout out the Talbiyah and the Tahlil, and weep bitterly. 
He then proceeds to Muzdalifah, a situated about 

half-way between Mind and ‘Arafat, where he should pass 
a portion of the night. Whilst there, he must say the 
Saldtu’l-Mnghrib and the Salatul-‘Isha together, for Buk- 
hari records how the Prophet, on arriving there, “ said the 
Salatu’l- Maghrib ; tlicn each man made his camel sit down, 
and the Sahitu’l-Tslia was said.” It is thus a Siinnat practice, 
and is an illustration of the term Sunnat-i-Fi‘li. After a 
visit to the mosque MasharuT JTaram, he should collect 
seven small pebbles and proceed to JMiini. 

When the morning of the tenth day, the ‘fdifz-znha, or, 
as it is sometimes called, the ‘fdul-Azha, arrives, he again 
goes to Mind, where there are three dilforent pillars, called 
respectively the Jamratul-Akabah, commonly known as the 
Shaitan u'l-Kabir ^ (gi'^at devil), the Wasta, or middle pillar, 
and the A1 Ula, or first one. Holding the jaindr, or pebble, 
between the thumb and forefinger of the right hand, the 
Haji tlirows it a distance of not less than fifteen feet and 

Mercy, where our common mother was continually calling upon his name, 
and their recognition gave the place the name of ‘Arafitt. They lived 
iiere till death took place.” — Bukton. 

' “The ShaitanuT-Kahir is a dwarf buttress of rude masonry about 
eight feet high by two and a lialf broad, placed against a rough wall of 
stones." — BUKTOX. 
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says, In the name of Allah, and Allah is Almighty, (I do 
this) in hatred of the Fiend and to his shame.” The re- 
maining six stones are thrown in like manner, to confound 
the devils who are supposed to bo there. This ceremony is 
called Kamyu r-Kijj'im, the throwing of stones. It is said 
tliat it has been performed since the time of Abraham, and 
that the stones are miraculously removed. Mujahid, a well- 
known Traditionist, says that he put a mark on his stones, 
and afterwards searched, but found tlu*m not. The pilgrim 
then returns to Miiui, and there offers the usual sacrifice of 
tlie ‘Idu’z-zuha, of which an account will be given in the 
next chapter. Tliis act, strictly speaking, concludes the 
I.Iajj. The ITdji can now shave his head, pare his nails, 
and remove the Ihram. 

The remaining three days, the i ith, 12th, and 13th 
of Zu’l-Hijjah, are called the Ayyamu’t-Tashriq, “ days of 
drying flesh,” because now the pilgrims prepare provisions 
for the return journey by cutting slices from the victims 
offered in sacrifice and drying them in the sun. Ilie lldji 
should spend this time at Mindj and each day throw seven 
pebbles at each of the pilltars. Tliis ceremony duly over, 
he returns to Mecca and makes the Tawdfu’l-Widd' (circuit 
of farewell). He should also drink some water from the 
well of Zamzam. Finally, the ndjf kisses the threshold, 
and then, with hands uplifted, laying Iiold of tlie covering 
of the Ka‘bah, and weeping bitterly, lie prays most humbly, 
and expresses regret that he will soon have to depart from 
a place so dear as the sacred Ka‘bah. Ketiring backwards, 
he makes his exit and the Ilajj is cornjdete.^ Most of 
the ceremonies connected with the Ilajj, the Jbrdrii, the 
shaving of the head, the going to Safa and Maivvah, the 
throwing of the stones, the circuit of tlie Ka‘bah, the 
kissing of the black stone, and the sacrifice were all pagan 
ceremonies performed by the idolatrous Arabs. Muhammad 


^ The number of Ilifjis in tbe* year iSSo \va.s computed at 93,250, oC 
whom 31,500 went by land and the rest by sea. The total Musdlniau 
population in the world Las been calculated to be about 175,000,000. 
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by his time-serving policy, adopted to gain the Meccans to 
his side, has con finned an idolatrous ])ractice which other- 
wise would probably have l)een extinct long ago. Safa 
and Marwah were hills held in superstitious reverence 
by the Meccans. The early Muslims had some doubt 
about retaining them as sacred places : then came the 
revelation to the Prophet, Safa and Marwah are among 
the inoiiunients of God ; whosoever then maketh a pil- 
grimage to the temple or visiteth it, shall not be to blame 
if he go round about them both” (S. ii. 153). 

The ‘Umrah can be made at any time except the eighth, 
ninth, and tenth of Zu’l-llijjah. It is usually done before 
the pilgrims start homewards.^ Its ceremonies differ but 
slightly from the Hajj. The Ihram must be put on, 
and the obligations of abstinence which it entails must 
be observed. The usual course is then to make the Zidrat, 
or visit to the tomb of the Prophet at Madina. Hence- 
forth the pilgrim assumes the lionourablc title of Ihiji, and 
so is, ever after, a person of some consccpienco among the 
community in whicli he dwells. Among the Sunni Musal- 
mans the llajj cannot be performed by proxy, though it 
is esteemed a good work ” if some one who can afford it 
sends a pilgrim who otherwise could not go. The Shi‘ahs, 
however, seem to allow it to be done by ])roxy. 

It is certainly very curious to find the old pagan 
customs, superstitious and silly, of the Ilajj incorporated 
into a religion wliich professes to be monotheistic in 
principle and iconoclastic in practice. The explanation 
probably is that Muhammad was an ardent Arab patriot, 
and in liis great anxiety to unite the Arab tribes into a 
nation, strong to resist their surrounding foes, he could 
not afford to do away with a centre and a custom so dear 
to all Arabs as the Ka‘bah and the llajj. It was the 
one thing the scattered tribes had in common, and the 

^ The Mu‘tazila writer Nizam saj's that the Khalif ‘Uuir (Omar) forbaU 
the joining of the ‘LJmrah with the Hajj. (Sharastilni in “Milal wa Nihal,” 
p. 40.) 
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one tiling whicli appealed to the national sentiment. It 
was a compromise, well adapted at the time to secure 
the allegiance of the Arabs to Islam, by giving a national 
character to it; but it has been a source of weakness 
since, for its continued observance emphasises tlie great 
Islamic principle that laws, regulations, and customs suited 
for the Arabs of the seventh century are binding on 
Muslims everywhere in the nineteenth. Christianity took 
just the opposite course. It quickly freed itself from the 
narrow liniitatioiis of Judaism. It left Jewish ceremonies 
and circumcision behind in Palestine. It never aimed at 
being a national religion, and so became naturally a uni- 
versal one. Thus it can flourish under all forms of civil 
government, for it is dependent on none. It exists in- 
dependently of the state, and survives all forms of political 
organisation. 

The constant reference to the Ihophet’s sayings and 
practice, as an authority for many of the details of the 
irkan-i-din, shows how largely Islam is based on the 
Sunnat.^ With regard to the differences of opinion wliicli 


^ A remarkable confirmation of all t liave saJtl on the fixed and formal 
nature of Isklm, and of the authority of the Simnat, is afforded in a recent 
issue of a Muslim newspaper publislied in Cairo. Describing the oi)eiiing 
of a new mosque in London, the editor refers to some speeches made by 
some Musalman gentlemen on the occasion, and says: — “Both seem to 
have spoken at the opening proccMnlings in favour of adapting Islam to 
European ideas. I do not know what meaning they attach to the phrase, 
but I do know that no adaptation or alteration of Islfim will be accepted 
by any Muslim 2>cople. Islam as a religion, as a guide to man in life, in 
his duties to God and man, is divine and perfect. To say that it needs 
adaptatioji is to say that it is neither divine nor ])erfoet, and no Muslim 
can or will admit cither assumption. Islshn as it is is perfect, and as 
wonderfully adapted to the needs of man in England or in the Arcti»' 
regions as it is to the Bedowins of the Arabian desert, and the fact that it 
is so is one of the striking j>roofs of its divine origin. It is written, ‘ There 
is no change in the words of God,* and therefore the Quran and the Sunnat 
are for ever and for all men unchangeable .*’ — Hyyptian Ilcndd^ February 
22, 1896, p. 4. 

This statement proves most conclusively (i) the unalterable nature of 
the law and dogrn.as of IsLim, (2) the inspiration of the Snnnat ealled “ The 
words of God,” (3) the co-ordinate authority of the Sunnat with the Quran 
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the great Imams hold on some of tbe details, it is most 
difficult to decide which side holds the correct view. Such 
opinions are always based on some Tradition, the value of 
which, if disputed, it is almost impossible to determine. 
It is sometimes said in praise of Musalmans that they 
are not priest-ridden; but no people in the world are so 
Tradition-ridden, if one may use such an expression. 
Until this chain of superstition is broken there can be 
no progress and no enlightenment; but if ever it is so 
broken, such an Islam will cease to be the Islam, for this 
foundation of the Faith and the edifice erected on it are so 
welded together that the undermining of the one will be 
the fall of the other. 

as a basis of Islam. Nothing that I have said in this and preceding chap- 
ters on those points is at ail stronger than this latest published opinion 
from a liigh authority in the Muslim world. 



NOTl^ TO CIIAPTEE V 


The following Ealva was publicly given in tlie Great 
Mosque, Triplicaiie, JMadnis, February 13th, 1880: — 

“ Fu tlie name of Goil, the Compassionate, the Merciful.’^ 

QUKSTTOX. 

‘‘ 0 ‘Ulaiml of the religion and uNFiiftfs of the cnlightenod T^aw, 
wliat is your opinion in this matter^ A person having translated 
a juz (one-thirtietli part) of the noble (jjuraii into tlie Hindustani 
language, has printed it. The translation is defective ; moreover, 
tlie Arabic text is not given. In order to give tlie translation tin* 
same authority as the original, he has retained the usual signs and 
marks of the Arabic editions: such as, tol, qAf, j(m, hi, mini, and 
O-^ At the end of the juz he has added a translation of the 
Tashshahud, (jjanud, Sami, Ta‘awwuz, Tasmi‘, Tashihat, Eukii‘, 
and Suji'id, and has said that all these mnst ho read in TIindu 
stani. lie further state.s that in the translation lie has relaincd 
the rhythm of the original, and that in ehapience and style it is 
e((ual to the Arabic. He has also added rubrical directions as to 
tlio ritual of the Xamaz, and has stated that to tliose wlio do not 
know Arabic it is a wajib and a farz duty to recite tlie translation ; 
otherwise they commit sin and the Naiiiilz is vain. As regards the 
past, lie considers that the ignorant are forgiven, hut he maintains 
that the ‘IJlanul of these days must answt3r for the iKiglect they 
sliow in not telling the people to use translations of the QurAii. 
Further, in sujiport of his views he adduces a Hadis-i-sahih, ac- 
cording to which the ]*rophet said to a Companion, 8alnian-i-Ij"arsi : 
‘Head a translation of tlie Qiirilii in Uic IShimflz.’ He claims, as 
on his side, the four great Imams. He liiniself understands Arabic, 
yet he says his iSTamaz in Hindustani, and inlluences others to do 

^ For an explanation of these words see the Appendix on ‘Ilm-i-Tajw'id. 
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likewise. He has been spoken to, but he takes no heed, and strives 
to spread his sect all over India. 

“Now, what is the order of the noble Law with regard to such 
a person, and what is the decree in the case of those wlio follow 
him, or who circulate his opinions, or who consider him a religious 
man and a guide, or who consider the translation to whicli reference 
lias been made to be the Holy QurAii, or who teach it to their 
children? O learned men, state the Law in this matter and merit 
a good reward.” 

TJIE ANmwjcu. 

“After praising flod, and after imploring His mercy and peace 
on Muhammad, he it known that the ]ierson referred to is fin 
infidel, an atheist, and a wanderer from the truth. He also causes 
others to wander. His assertion that his opinions are in accor- 
dance with those of the four Imams is utterly false, because 
ficcordiug to Irndm 8hflfi% IiiiAm Mdlik, and ImAin Hanhal it is 
illegal to use ;i translation of the QurAn ivhen saying the NaniAz, 
wlietlier the ivorshipper is ignorant of Arabic or not. Thus Imam 
Xavari, a disciple of Shafi*f, says: ‘It is unlawful in any case 
to use Persian^ in the Namdz.’ Faqi ‘All, a disciple of MAlik. 
says : ‘ Persian is unlawful.^ To these opinions KAfi, a disciple 
of Hanhal. adds his testimony: ‘To recite in the NamAz from a 
translation of the QurAn is unlawful.^ IMoreovcr, from the QurAn 
itself, the recital of it in Arabic is proved to be a divine command 
(farz). The term QurAn, loo, means an Arabic QurAn, for God 
speaks of it as a revelation in Arabic. The words ‘ recite so much 
4 )f tlie QurAn as may be easy to you ' prove the duty of reciting 
it; whilst the words ‘an Arabic QurAn have we sent it doivn' 
sliow that the QurAn to bo used is an Arabic one. ImAm Abii 
Hanifa and his disciples, the RAhibain (ImAm Muhammad and 
Imam Abii Ydsuf), consider that^ if a person can recite only a 
short verso in Arabic, it is not lawful for such an one to use 
a translation. If he cannot read the Arabic character, he must 
learn by heart such a sentence as ‘Praise be to God, Lord of 
the people.’ Until he learns this he may use a translation. ^ 

1 Persian was the foreign language with which the early Muslims were 
brought most into contact ; but the objection applies equally to any other 
language. 

2 A concession of no practical value, as any one with the power of 
speech could learn these words in a very short time. 
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III the Tanwiru’l- Absar it is written: ‘It is a farz duty to 
read one verse, and to learn it by heart is faTz-i-‘ain* 
incumbent on all). In the Masihu’l-Azh/ir it is written: ‘If 
a person says the Narnilz in a language otlier than Arabic, he 
is a madman or an atheist.’ AYith regard to the statement made 
by Imiim Abii Ilanifa that a person might use for a time a 
translation, it is well known that he afterwanls recalled that 
opinion. The statement made by the person complained of regard- 
ing SulmAn-i-Farsi is not correct. In the NihayAh (commentary 
on the HidAyali) it is written that some Persians wrote to >SulmAn, 
and requested him to send them a Persian translation of SiiratuT- 
Fiitihah. He complied with their request, and they used it in the 
Namdz until they amid promyimre Arahie properly. The Prophet 
on hearing of this circumstaneo made no remark. This account, 
however, is not trustworthy ; but granting that it is true, all that 
it proves is that, until some Arabic words can he remembered, a 
translation may ho used. No IiiuAm has ever allowed that to njad 
a translation is farz or wj^jib. So if the person referred to says 
that it is farz to read liis own translation, then it follows that to 
read the original Arabic wmII not be farz, 1 )iit will Ire unlawful. 
Now such an opinion is infidelity. The person is a Kdfir, for ho 
tries to make out that the ‘Ulam«A of all [ueeeding ages, who have 
instructed tlio people, from the days of the l^rophet till now to 
read Arabic in the NamAz, are sinners. Further, bo rejects tlio 
statement made by learned canonists and listens now to no advice. 
}fe reads his translation in the NaiiiAz and causes others to rea«l it. 
He boasts that his translation is e(|ual in style to the original, 
lie has translated the lIu‘A-i-quniit, SanA, and the TasbiliAt of tlio 
Kuku‘ ami 8uju(l, and lias said that iliese translations sliould ho 
used in tlio NamAz. Thus it is plain that ho wants to abolish tho 
use of Arabic in the prayers. The result of such a course would ho 
that soon a number of different translations would bo circulated, and 
tho text, like that of tho Taurait and tlie Injil, would bo corrupted. 
In tho FatAwA-b‘Alamglrf it is written: ‘Whosoever considers 
that the unlawful is lawful or vice vei'sd is a KAfir.’ ‘If any one 
■without apparent cause has enmity witli one of tlio ‘PlainA, his 
orthodoxy is doubtful.’ ‘A man who, after committing a fault, 
declines to repent, though requested to do so, is an infidel.’ In 
the Tahqfq-i-Sharh-i-IIusainf it is written : ‘ To translate the 
QurAii into Persian and to read that is unlawful.’ In the FaUwA- 
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i-Ma))liibii'l-Muminfii it is said: ‘Wliosocvcr intends to write the 
Qurdn ill Persian must be strictly forbidden/ In the Itqan it is 
written : ‘Accordin'^ to it is wrong to speak of the QurAii 

as having rliynies/ ^ In the Fatdwa-i-TiUAr Khdnia it is said : 
‘To translate the Arabic into Persian is an act of infidelity/ 

Our decision then is that the usual salutations should not bo 
made to this person. If he dies, he must not be buried in a 
jMiisalnidn cemetery. His marriages are voiil and liis wives are at 
liberty, according to tlie rule laid down in the Miftdlii/s-Sa‘dat. 
To doubt of the infidelity of such a person is itself intidelity. As by 
the proofs of tlie law here adduced the ‘Illamd have declared such 
a person to bean infidel, it follows that all those who assist him or 
Avho consider Ids claim just, or who circulate his opinions, or who 
(consider him to ho a religious person and a fit guide for men, are 
also infidels. To send cliildrcn to ho taught by him, to purcliasi* 
news[)aper8 which advocate In’s views, and to continue to read his 
tiauslatioii is unlawful. In the Fatiiwa.-i-‘Alamgfrf, in the chapter 
entitled Murtad, it is written; ‘Wliosoever lias doubts of tlie 
present infidelity and of tlie future puiiisliment of such an one is 
au infidel.’ ( rod says in the QurAii : ‘ ]>e helpful to one anotlier 
according to goodness and piety, but be not helpful for evil and 
malice; and fear ye (fod ’ (8. v. 3). In anotlier place (lod says, 

‘ Whosoever acts not according to God’s order is an infidel.’ 
Now, what greater disobedience can there be than this, that a 
person should say tliat the recital of the Arabic Quran in the 
Xaiiiaz is not lawful, and that tlie recital of his own Ilindiistaiii 
translation of it is incumbent (farz)? Our duty is to give informa- 
tion to ^^usalmilnwS, and God is the best Kiiower.” 

Tliis was written by a learned JMaulavl, and signed by twenty- 
four other lending Maiilavis of Ibe city of Madras. 

This Katvii, an authentic copy of which was for some time in 
my jiossos.sion, is of very considerable importance, as showing how 
unyielding the law of Tsldm is to the varied circumstances of the 
countries in whicli it exists. The law enjoining the Arabic lan- 
guage as a niediuiu of worship was suited for the Arab people, 
and the principle involved would seem to be that the vernacular 
language of a country shouhl be used by the Muslims of that 

^ Tills is because bj so doing it would seem to ascribe to it similarity to 
huTuan composition. 
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country for the purposes of devotion ; hut it is not so. It further 
deinonstnites tliat all such matters must bo regulated, not by the 
needs of the age or country, but by an anthiuated law, which, to 
say the least, is an anaclironisni in tlio world's histor}^ The 
authority paid to the statements made by tlie four chief Iimims, 
and the fact that the FatvA is based on their decisions, and on 
previous FatvAs in which tlieir authority has been adduced, show 
liow even to the present day they are regarded as the Mujtahi- 
di'ri of Islam. The Fatva is thus manifestly orthodox, and cor- 
roborates most fully all I have said in the first chapter on the 
“Foundations of Isldin.” Again, this man might liave divorced 
bis wives and obtained others, he might have kept concubines, 
he might have led an iiiiiiioral life, and still remained in Islam ; 
but to a])proach God in prayer through the medium of bis mother- 
tongue was an oitciice so great that he could only lie regarded as 
an outcast. 


U 



CHAPTER VI 

THE FEASTS AND FASTS OF ISLAM 

I. Muiiakram. — Miiliarrarn, the name of the first month 
of the Muhammadan year, is also the name given to the 
days of mourning spent by the Shl^ahs in commemoration 
of the martyrdoms of 'All and of his two sons, JTasan and 
Husain. The historical events thus referred to liave been 
already described in the third chapter, so that it is only 
necessary now to give an account of the ceremonies con- 
nected with the Mul.iarram. They differ slightly in different 
countries. The following is a description of an Indian 
Muharram. 

Some days previous to the feast, the ‘Ashiir Khdna 
(literally, ten-day liouse) is prepared. As soon as the new 
moon appears, the people gather together in the various 
‘Ashiir Klulnas, and offer a Fatihah over some sherbet or 
some sugar in the name of Husain. The Fatihah concludes 
thus: “O God, grant the reward of this to the soul of 
Husain.” Tlie sherbet and sugar are then given to the 
poor. Then they mark a spot for the Ahiwa, or hole for 
the bonfire which is to be lit. Every night during the 
festival these fires arc kindled, and the people, both old and 
young, fence across the fire with swords or sticks, and jump 
about calling out " 'AH ! Noble Husain ! Noble Husain ! 
Hridegroom 1 Eridegroom ! Friend ! ” 

The 'Aslnir Khana is generally a temporary structure, or 
some large hall fitted up for the occasion. Sometimes the 
walls are draped with black cloth, bordered with texts of 
the Quran written in a large and elegant style. The jdace 
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is brilliantly illuminated. On one side stands tlic Ta^ziyalis 
or Tabiits, structures made of bamboos covered with tinsel 
and profusely ornamented, and often very costly. They are 
intended to represent tlie mausoleum erected on the plains 
of Karbala over the remains of Husain. Som(itimes the 
Ta'ziyah is constructed to represent the Prophet's tomb at 
Madina. At the back of the Ta'ziyahs several articles 
are placed, similar to those supposed to have been used by 
Husain at Karbalil, — a turban of ^mld, a rich sword, a 
shield, a bow and arrow. The Mimbar or pulpit is so 
placed that the speaker can face Mecca. Tlie ‘A lams or 
standards, which are commonly made of copper and brass, 
tliough occasionally of gold or of silver, are placed against 
tlie walls. The usual standard is that of a hand placed on 
a pole. Tliis is emblematic of the five members who com- 
pose the family of the Propliet, and is the special standard 
of tlie Slifahs. These standards have many different names, 
such as the standard of the palm of ‘Ali, the Lady Fatima's 
standard, the standard of the Horse-shoe, to represent the 
shoo of Ilusaiu’s swift horse, and others too numerous to 
mention. Mirrors, chandeliers, and coloured lanterns add 
lustre to the scene. 

Every evening large crowds of people assemble in these 
‘Ishiir Kli anas. In the centre, on a slightly raised platform, 
a band of singers chant the Marsiyah, an elegiac poem in 
lionour of the martyred Husain. It is a monotonous per- 
formance, lasting about an hour; but it has a wonderful 
effect oil the audience, who, seated on the ground, listen 
patiently and attentively. At each pause the hearers beat 
their breasts, and say “Husain! Husain 1 ” Real or simulated 
grief often finds expression in groans and tears, though the 
more violent expression of the anguish felt is reserved for a 
later ceremony. 

This over, the Waqi'a Kluin (literally, narrator of events) 
ascends the Mimbar or pulpit, and seats himself on the top, 
or on a lower step. He proceeds to relate the historical 
facts, adding many curious stories gathered from the vast 



THE FAITH OP ISLAM 


308 

heap of Traditions ^ which have cast such a halo of glory 
around the martyr. Sometimes he becomes very excited, 
and the audience is stirred up to great enthusiasm. I once 
passed an evening in an 'Asliiir Kluina. Tlio lirst Waqi^i 
Khan was a Persian, who delivered a very eloquent oration 
in his own tongue. It was calm but cfTective. lie was 
succeeded by an eloquent old gentleman, who spoke rapidly 
in Hindustani at the top of his voice, then rose up, ran down 
the steps, and casting off his turban, rushed in and out 
amongst the audience, vociferating vigorously all the while. 
The effect was marvellous ; old and venerable men wept like 
little children, whilst from the adjoining Zanana was heard 
the bitter weeping of the women, who, though not exposed 
to view, could hear all that was said. After a while the 
assembly rose and formed two lines facing each other. A 
boy then chanted a few words, and the whole assembly 
began, slowly at first, to sway their bodies to and fro, calling 
out “ ‘AH! *A11 ! Husain! Husain!'' Each one then began 
to beat his breast vigorously. The excitement at last be- 
came intense, and the men in the rows looked like so many 
wild creatures. 

In some cases blood has been known to flow from the 
breast, so severe is the self-inflicted beating.’^ This continues 
till they are well-nigh exhausted, when the whole company 
goes away, to repeat tlie performance over again in some 
other ‘Ashiir Kluina. A devout person will visit several 

^ I one or two as an illustration of tlic extraordinary tilings that 
are said and believed : — “When Al Husain was murdered, the world stood 
still for seven days, and the sun upon the walls appeared ns a satTron- 
eolourod sheet, and the stars struck one upon tlio other. The sun was 
eclipsed that day, and the horizon was red for six months after. Not a 
stone was turned in Jerusalem that day V)ut blood was found beneath it.” 
(As-Syuti’s “ History of the Khalit's,” p. 21 1.) 

2 The following is a description of Miiharram as seen in tlie Persian 
quarter of Erzeroum : The devotees, clothed in white robes, go in pro- 

cession through the city at niglitfall, carrying swords, with wliich they 
gash their heads. At first the wounds are slight, but as the actors become 
excited, they arc dangerously severe. The ghastliness of the siglit is 
naturally increased by the contrast between the blood-stains and the white 
garments.” (“ Turkish-Armenia,” by Hev. H. T. Tozer, p, 41 1.) 
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eacli evening. During the day some pious Sbfahs recite 
the Quran. 

During this season women who can read visit the 
Zandnas and chant Mursiyahs to tlie ladies of the harem, 
by whom this season of Muharram is celebrated with great 
earnestness. 

Dor the first six days nothing else takes place, but on 
the seventh day tlie ‘Alaiii-i-Q;isfin is taken out in public 
procession. This is to represent the marriage of Qdsim, the 
son of llasaii, to the favourite daughter of Jlusain, just 
before tlie death of the latter. The event is now commemo- 
rated by the bearing of Qdsim’s standard in procession. It 
is usually borne by a man on horseback. If it is carried 
by a man on foot, he rc'els about like a drunk(jn man to 
sliow Ids grief. The crowd shout out “ llridegroom ! Bride- 
groom ! '' After perambulating the principal thoroughfares, 
the people bring the standard back to its own ‘Aslnir Khana. 
As the standard which represents Qasim is supposi'd to be 
a martyr, it is then laid down, covered over, and treated as 
a corpse. Lamentation is made over it as for one dead, 
yiierbet is tlien produced, and a Fatibah is said, after which 
the standard is again set up in its own place. 

The I^eza, a lance or spear with a lime on the top, to 
recall to rememlirance the fact that Y'azid caused llusaiifs 
head to be thus carried about, is taken in procession from 
one place to another, 'fhe Na‘l Pahib (literally, IVIr. Horse- 
shoe) is the representation of a horse-shoe, and is meant to 
remind the people of the vswift horse of ILiisain. Vows arc 
frequently matie to this standard. Tlius a woman may 
say to it, “ Should I tlirougli your favour be blessed with 
olTspring, I shall make it run in your procession.” If she 
attains her wisli, the (diild, when seven or eight years old, 
has a small parasol placed in its hand and is made to rim 
after the Nal Sahib. 

If two 'Alains or standards meet, they embrace each 
other, that is, tlioy are made to touch. A Fdtihah is then 
said, and the respective processions pass 011 their way. The 
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liiirdq, supposed to bo a fac-simile of the horse sent by 
Gabriel for Muhammad to make the night ascent to heaven, 
is also taken out. 

On the evening before the tentli day, whicli, according to 
the Muslim mode of computing time, is the tenth night, 
the wliole of the Ta‘ziyahs and the ‘Alains ar(i taken out in 
procession. It is a scene of great confusion, for men and 
boys disguised in all sorts of quaint devices run about. It 
is the carnival of the Musalimin year. 

On the following day, the ‘Ashiira, they kindle the fires 
in the AMwas, and say a Fdtihah in each ‘Asluir Kluina, 
After this the ‘Alams and the TaVayahs are taken away to 
a large open spot near water, which represents the plain of 
Karbala. Another Fatihah is said, and the ornaments and 
decorations are taken off the IVziyahs, the fraineworks of 
which are then cast into the water.^ Sometimes they are 
reserved for use the following year. The water reminds 
the people of the parching thirst which Jlusain felt before 
Ills death. Only the ‘Alains, not the Buraqs nor tlie Na*l 
Sahibs, are immersed. The people then burn incense, recite 
the Marsiyalis, return home, and say a Fatihah over the 
‘Alams, Buraqs, &c. On the evening of the I2tli, they sit 
up all niglit reading the (Junin, reciting Marsiyahs and 
verses in praise of llusain. On the T3th day a quantity 
of food is cooked, which, when a Fatihah has been said over 
it, is distributed to the poor. Some very pious Shi^alis 
celebrate the fortieth day after the first of Muharrain. It 
is on this day, according to some accounts, that the liead 
and body of llusain were reunited. It is known as the 
‘id- i-sar wa tan (hcad-and-body feast). 

The Sunnis do not, except as spectators, take any part in 
the Muharram ceremonies. Indeed, where the ruling power 
is not strong, there is often much ill-feeling aroused by the 
enthusiasm excited for all that concerns ‘Al( and his family. 

^ During the first tea days tliey are supposed to contain the bodies of 
the martyrs, but now being einj)ty, the TaV.iyahs become incro ordinary 
frames, and can be destroyed. (“Qilnan-i- Islam,” p. 146.) 
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The three first Ivhalffs are often well abused, and that no 
Sunni can bear with patience. The breach between the 
Sunni and the Shfah is very wide, and the annual recurrence 
of the lIuhaiTam feast tends to keep alive the distinction. 

The tenth day, the ‘Asliiiia, is, however, a Sunnat feast, 
and, as such, is observed by all Sunnis. It is considered to 
be a most excellent day, for on it God is said to have 
created Adam and Eve, His throne, heaven, liell, the seat 
of judgment, tlie tablet of decree, the pen, fate, life, and 
deatli. The Sunnis about three o’clock in the afternoon 
of this day prepare sherbet and khichrf — a dish composed 
of boiled rice and pulse mixed with clarified butter and 
spices. A lYilihah in the name of Iliisain and of those 
who were martyred with liim is then said. A Namaz of 
some nail I’ak'ats is said, and sometimes a du‘;i is added. 
On tin's day also they go to the burial-grounds and ])lace 
flowers on, and say Eatihah over tlie graves of their friends. 

Indian Musalmdns have copied in tlieir feast many Hindu 
ceremonies. The procession of the Ta'ziyalis and the casting 
of them into the water is very similar to the procession at 
the Hindu feast of the ]>urga Euja,^ wlum on the tenth 
day the Hindus cast tlie idol Durga, the wife of Siva, into 
the Gang(?s. The oblations offered at different shrines are 
similar to tliose oflered by the Hindus, such as rice, clarified 
butter, and flowers. 

The Muhammadan form of worshij) was too simple for a 
country in which an allegorical and idolatrous religion pre- 
dominated, addressing itself to the senses and the imaginations 
rather than to the understanding and the lieart; consequently 
the Musfilman festivals liave borrowed from it a variety of 
pagan rites and a pompous and splendid ceremonial. While 
this has done much to add to the superstition of tlie Musal- 
nnlns in India, it has no doubt softened their intolerant 
spirit. Though the Sunnis consider the Slil‘ah observances 
as impious, they look on witli the contempt of indifference. 

1 This feast is known in South India as the Dassara. Tlic idol is thrown 
into a tank. 
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The fact that the British Government punishes alike all who 
break the peace may have something to do with this. Still 
the Sunni and the Sln^ah in India live on much better 
terms, and have more respect for each other, than the Turk 
lias for the Persian or the Persian for tlie Turk. Thus 
Willi begins one of his poems with a brief encomium on 
the three first Khalifs, and then bestows an eulogy on ‘Ali 
and his sons llasan and Husain, whom he calls “ Imdms of 
the world.” 

The following is a prayer used in a J^Yitihah for ^Ali : — 

“I pray, Tliat God may deign, for the sake of that pun', soul, 
the oriiamont of tlie liook of nature, the first of mortals after the 
Ih-opliet, the star of mortals, the most })recious jewel of the jewel- 
hox of virtue, the lord of the high and the low, he who occu]nes 
a distinguished place on the bridge of eternity, the mihrah^ of the 
faith, he wlio sits upon the throne of tlio palace of tluj law, tlie 
shij.) of the sea of religion, the sun of the firmament of glory, the 
pow<;r of th(‘- arm of tin*. Propliet, he wlio has merited access to 
the tabernacle of the Divine Unity, tlie most profound of all 
religious jK'ople, the r(*.s])londent lirightness of the marvels of God, 
the father of victory, the Imam of Uk*, gate of Iknivcmi, the cu])- 
hearer of tlie water of Kausar, lie wlio has merited tlni praise of 
Muhammad, lie who is thc^ best of men, the holy martyr, the cliief 
of lU'lievers, the Jiruim of tlii'. Faithful, ‘A1 f, sou of Aim Tidil), 
‘All the victorious lion of the Most High— I jiray that God, for 
the sake of this holy Kliallf, may favourably hear the vows whicli 
1 offer to Him.” 

The following prayer occurs in a lYitihali said for Hasan 
and Husain : — 

“1 pray, That the eternal God may deign to accojit tlie vows 
which I make for the repose of the glorious souls of the two brave 
TinAms, the martyrs well-heloved by God, the iniiocoiit victims 
of wickedness, the blessed Ahu Muhammad Al-Hasaii and Ahii 

1 Tbe is a iiiclic in a wall which indicates the position of Mecca. 

The face is always turned to it when prayers are said, so that the expres- 
sion in the prayer naeans that ‘Ali is to be the object towards which the 
Faithful look. 
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‘Abdii’llilh Ilusaiji, and for tlie twelves IinAms, and the four- 
teen ^ pure ones, and for the seventy-two martyrs of the plain of 
KarhalA.” 

2. Akiitr-i-Cijar Sitamba. — This feast is held on the 

last Wednesday of the month Safar. It is kept in com- 
memoration of the fact that on this day the Prophet ex- 
perienced some mitigation of the disorder which in the 
next month terminated his life. Sweet cakes are prepared, 
and lYitihahs in the name of the Propliet are said over 
them ; but the most extraordinary custom is the drinking 
of the seven Salarns. A plantain leaf, or a leaf of the 
mango-tree, or a piece of paper is taken to a Miilla, who 
wiites seven short sentences from the Quran upon it. The 
writing whilst still wet is washed off, and the mixture 
druiik by the person for whom it was written. Peace and 
happiness are thus ensured for the future. The seven 
Salarns are: (i.) “Peace! shall bo the word on the part 
of a merciful Lord” (S. xxxvi. 58). (2.) Peace be on 

Noah throughout the worlds” (S. xxxvii. 77). (3.) Peace 

be on Abraham” (S. xxxvii. 109). (4.) ‘‘Peace be on 

Moses and Aaron” (S. xxxvii. 120). (5.) “Peace be on 

Elias” (8. xxxvii. 130). (6.) “Peace be on you; ye have 

been good; enter into l\aradise ” (S. xxxix. 73). (7.) “It 

is peace till the breaking of the morn ” (S. xcvii. 5). The 
Shl'ahs consider this an unlucky day, They call it “ Ciiar 
8hamba-i-SiirL ” — The “Wednesday of the Trumpet;” that 
is, of the trumpet of the last day. The Sunni's, on the 
other hand, rejoice in the day, and esteem it an excellent 
and auspicious season. 

3. PAba Wav at. — Tliis feast is held on the twelfth day 
of the month Iiab[‘u’l-Awwal. The name is derived from 
l)ard, twelve, and wafat, death, because many suppose that 
on tliis day the Prophet died. According to a well-known 
Afuslirn writer, “the terrific intelligence, circulating through- 
out the world, produced universal consternation, and all 


^ Muhammad, Fiitimah, and the twelve Imdms. 
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hastened to offer to God their vows and prayers for the 
repose of the Prophet’s soul.” Others, however, maintain 
that he died on tlie second of the month, and, as there is 
some doubt on the subject, many persons make a Fatihali 
every day, from the first to the twelfth of the month inclu- 
sive. Those who keep the feast as Pani Wafat observe the 
ceremony called Satidal on the previous evening, and the 
‘Urs, tliat is, the prayers and the oblations, on the twelftli. 
The Sandal consists in making a perfumed embrocation 
from sandal-wood. This is then placed in a vessel and 
carried in procession to the ‘fd-gdh,^ or to the place where 
Fatihah will be said. It is then distributed to the people. 
It is a sort of public notice on the eve of a feast-day or of 
a saint’s day, that on the morrow the usual prayers and 
offerings will be made in such and such a place. On the 
morning of the twelfth, the Quran is read in the mosque 
or in private houses: then food is cooked and Fatil.iahs are 
said. The Wahhabis do not observe this day, as, in their 
opinion, it was not kept by the Companions of the Prophet. 

Some persons possess a Qadam-i-Iiasfil, or footstep of 
the Prophet. This is a stone with tlie impressio]! of a foot- 
step on it." It is a sacred tiling, and on tins day the place 
in which it is kept is elegantly decorated. When a com- 
pany has assembled, some persons api)ointcd for the pur- 
pose repeat the story of the birth, miracles, and death of 
the Prophet. Portions of the Quran arc read and the 
Dariid is said. 

^ The ‘l(l-o^{ili is usually biiilt outside of the town, and consisfs of .*1 long’ 
wall of masonry with two minarets and a largo raised open court. There 
is a Milirab in the wall, but no proper luimbar or pulpit, three raised steps 
doing duty for it. Sometimes, however, a mosque is used as an ‘td-gjlh. 

Tradition records that the I’rophet, after the battle of Ohud, was one 
day ascending a hill in a rage. The heat of his passion was such that 
the mountain softened into the consistence of wax, and retained, some say 
eighteen, others forty impressions of his feet. When rebuked by Gabriel 
for his anger, the Prophet inquired tlie cause of his rebuke. Gabriel told 
him to look around. The Prophet, seeing these impressions of his feet on 
the stones, was astonished. His anger instantly ceased (Qdnun-i-Isldm, 
p. 152). 
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In Miitlras, and in some otlier parts, it is more customary 
to keep this day, not as the anniversary of the death of the 
Prophet, but as tlie “ Jashii-i-inilad-i-Sharif,” the ‘‘ Feast 
of the noble birth.” The practical duties are tlie same. 
Instead of the Qadam-i-ltasiil, the Asar-i-Sharif is exhibited. 
I'his relic is supposed to be a real portion of the hair of 
the Prophet's beard. It is said to possess the miraculous 
property of growing again wlien a portion is broken olF. 
On this day it is put into rose-water, wliicli those present 
then drink and rub on their eyes. Great virtue is attached 
to this proceeding. In the Asar Khana or relic-house, 
Fatihahs and Darnds are repeated. The observance of this 
festival is neither wajib nor sunnat, but mustahab. It is 
generally kept, and it is a very rare thing to meet a person 
who does not believe in the miraculous growtli of the 
Asar-i-Sharif. 

4, SiiAU Pahat. — This feast, the name of which signifies 
the *‘Niglit of the record,” is held on tlie fourteenth day of 
the month Shadian. The ‘Arafah or vigil is kept ou the 
preceding day.^ It is commonly, but erroneously, called 
Shab-i-Banit instead of Shab P>ardt. 

The word Bariit signifies a hook or record. It is said 
tliat God on tliis night registers in the Barat all the actions 
men are to perform during the ensuing year. On the 
thirteenth day food is prepared for tlie poor and a Fatihali 
for the benefit of deceased ancestors and relatives is said 
over it. When all in the house are assembled, the Suratu'l- 
Fatihali is read once, the Siiratu’Uklas (cxii.) three times, 
the AyatuT-Kursi once, and then tlie Darud. After this a 
prayer is offered, in whicli God is asked to transfer tlie 
rew\ard of this service, and of the charity shown in the 
gift of food to the poor, to the souls of deceased relatives 
and friends of this family. This petition is offered in tlui 
name of the Prophet. The men then go to the mosque, 
and after the Salatu'l-Tsha they repeat a number of nail 
rak^ats. This over, the SiiratuT-Ya SiTi is read three times, 

1 The Baqr-‘td is the only other feast that has an ‘Arafah. 
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The first time, the intention is that the worshipper may 
have a long life ; the second time, that his means of sub- 
sistence may be increased ; tlie third time, that he may be 
protected from evil. The Siiratu’l-Dukhan (xliv.) is then 
read with the same intentions, after which any other por- 
tions may be read. Those present then rise and go to the 
various cemeteries. On the way they purchase Howers to 
place on the graves. A Fatihah is then said for the 
benefit of the Arwah-i-Qubiir, the souls of those there 
buried. The very pious spend the whole night in going 
from one cemetery to another. 

These observances are neither farz nor sunnat, but 
nawafil, works of supererogation. Still though they are 
hid'at, they are esteemed good, and so are called ].hd'at*i- 
Ilasana, or “ excellent innovation.” The general inerry- 
making of the fourteenth day has no religious signification. 
The night of the fifteenth is the Guy Fawkes night of 
Islam. Large sums of money are spent on fireworks, of 
which more are let off on this feast than at any other. 

The following prayer occurs in the Fatihah : “ O our 
God, by the merits of the Apostleship of Muhammad, grant 
that the lamps which are lit up on this holy night may be 
for the dead a pledge of the light eternal, which we pray 
Thee to shed on them. O God, admit them, wo beseech 
thee, unto the abode of eternal felicity.” 

5. lU^rAXAN AST) Tdu’l-Fitr, — F rom the earliest days 
of Islam this month lias been held in the greatest esteem 
by Muslims, for it was in this moiitli that Muhammad used 
to retire for meditation, year after year, to the cave of 
l.Iini, situated on a low hill some few miles distant from 
Mecca. In the second year of the Hijrali it was ordained 
that the month of liamazan should be kept as a fast (S. ii. 
18 i). Tlie Muslims liad liitlierto observed as the principal 
fast the Asluira, the tenth day of Miiharram. This fast 
was probably connected with the Jewish fast on the tenth 
day of the seventh month. “Also on the tenth day of 
this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement : it 
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.shall be an holy convocation unto you ; and ye shall alllict 
your souls,” &c. (Leviticus xxiii. 27). When Muliaminad 
first went to Madina, lie hoped to win over the Jews to his 
side ; but after he failed, he took every opportunity of 
making Islam difier as much as possible from Judaism. 
This was the reason why the Qiblah was changed, and 
that, in the second year of his residence at Madina, the 
fast of llamazan was appointed. The reasons assigned by 
learned Muslims for the selection of this inontli are that in 
liamazan God gave to the previous prophets the revelations 
connected with their names, and that in tliis month the 
Quran was sent down from the Secret Tablet in the seventli 
heaven to the first or lowest one, and tliat on tlie Laylutii'l- 
Qadr, or “ Night of power,” the first revelation was made to 
Muhammad. To illustrate the sacreduess of this month 
the Prophet used to say that in it all the gates of Para- 
dise are open, and the gates of hell are shut, and the devils 
are chained by the leg.” “ Only those who observe it will 
be allowed to enter by tlie gate of heaven called Payyan.” 
Those who keep the fast ‘‘ will be pardoned all their past 
venial sins.” 

In making the fast one for the day, and not for the 
night, Muhammad doubtless had reference to the verso : 
“ God wisheth you ease, but wisheth not your discomfort ” 
(S. ii. 1 81). 

The special ceremonies connected with the Kaniazan 
are the TarAwil.i Namaz and ‘Itikaf (retirement). In the 
Sahihu'l-Bukharf it is said that Ttikaf was kept as a cere- 
mony by the Pagan Arabs before the days of the Prophet. 
“Thus ‘Umr binul Khattab said , ‘0 Prophet, certainly I 
vowed in the days of ignorance that I would perform 
‘Itikaf at night in the Musjidud-IIardm.’ The Prophet 
replied, ‘ Fulfil thy vow and keep ‘itikaf at niglit.' Tlio 
Tarawfh prayers have been described already. Each night 
in Kamazan one-thirtieth part (sfpara) of the Quran is 
recited in the mosque. The duty of performing tlie Ttikaf 
is a Sunnatud-mukada, a very strict duty. The MuTakif, 
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one who makes ‘Itikdf, must remain apart in a mosque used 
for public services, and there meditate. Bukhari says that 
the Prophet made ‘Itikdf the last ten days of each llama- 
zan, and that the practice was continued by his wives after 
his death. Usually a man should thus sit and meditate 
one of the days between the twentieth and the thirtieth of 
Kainazdn. If his meditation is disturbed by any illegal 
interruption, another day should be devoted to it. Some 
theologians hold that ‘Itikdf is farz-i*kifdyah, that is, if one 
person of a community does it, the obligation does not rest 
on the others. If, however, a person makes a vow in Rama- 
zan, then ‘Itikdf is considered wdjib. ‘Itikdf can be per- 
formed at any time other than the last ten days of Ramazan, 
but then it is only inustahab, a work of supererogation. 
All the sects except the ShdfPites hold that the Mu^takif 
must fast with intention. He must not go out of the 
mosque except for necessary purposes, and for making 
the legal wazii and ghusl. At night he may eat, drink, 
and sleep in the mosque : acts quite unlawful at other times, 
lie may speak with others on religious matters, and if a 
man of business, ho may give orders with regard to the 
I>urcliase and sale of merchandise,’ but on no account must 
any goods be brought to him. It is highly meritorious for 
him to read the Quran in an audible voice. By such an 
act he becomes a man of penetration, whose words are as 
powerful as a sharp sword.“ 

When the thirty days have passed the fast is broken. 
This act is called tftdr, and the first day on which food is 
taken is called the ‘Idu’l-Fitr — the “ Feast of the breaking 
of the fast.” On that day the Sadaqah is given before the 
Narndz is said in the mosque. The Sadaqah of the ‘Idu’l- 
Fitr is confined to Muslims ; no other persons can receive 
these alms. In South India the Sadaqah consists of a gift 

^ This is based on the following tradition : — One day ‘Ayesha, when in 
the mosque, was speaking about the purchase of a female slave. The 
Trophet said, “ Buy lier and set her free,” and then ascended the pulpit 
(Sahihu’l-Bukhdri). 

- That is, his blessing or his curse takes effect (Qanun-i-lshim p. 170). 
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of sufficient rice to feed one person. Wlien this lias been 
done, the people go to the mosque, saying, “ God is great ! 
God is great ! ” The Namaz is like that of a Friday, except 
that only two rak‘ats are said, and the Khutbah which is said 
after the Namaz is siinnat ; whereas the Friday Khutbah is 
said before the farz rak'ats, and is itself of farz obligation. 
After hearing the sermon, the people disperse, visit each 
other, and thoroughly enjoy themselves. 

A very usual form of the Khutbah of the ‘fdul-Fitr 
wliich is preached in Arabic is as follows : — 

SERMON ON THE ^IDuh.-FlTR. 

Ill the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

Holy is God, Avho lias opened tlic door of mercy for those wlio 
fast, and in mercy and kindness has granted them the right of 
entrance into heaven. God is greater than all. There is no God 
save Him. God is great ! God is great ! and worthy of praise. It 
is of Ilis grace and favour that He rewards those who keep the 
fast. He has said : “I will give in the future world houses and 
palaces, and many excellent blessings to those wlio fast.’^ God is 
great 1 God is great ! Holy is He who certainly sent the (^)arAii to 
our Prophet in the month of RamazAn, and who sends angels to 
grant peace to all true helievers. God is great 1 and wortliy of all 
praise. Wo ]n'aise and tliarik Him for the Tdiid-Fitr, that great 
blessing, and we testify that beside Him there is no God. He is 
alone. He has no partner. This witness wliich w’o give to His 
Unity will be a cause of our safety here, and finally gain us an 
entrance to Paradise. Muhammad (on wliom he the mercy and 
peace of God) and all famous prophets are His slaves. He is the 
Lord of genii and of men. From Him comes mercy and jioaco 
upon jMuhamrnad and his family, so long as the world shall last. 
God is greater than all ; there is none lieside Him. God is 
great ! God is great ! and worthy of all praise. O comjiany of 
believers, O congregation of Muslims, tlie mercy of the True One 
is on you. He says that this fcast-d.ay is a blessing to you, and 
a curse to the unbelievers. Your fasting will not he rewarded, 
and your prayers will be stayed in their flight to heaven until you 
have given tlie sadaqah. O congregation of believers, to give 
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alms is to you a wajib duty. Give to the poor some measures of 
grain or its money equivalent. Your duty in KamazAn was to 
say the TarAwih prayei\s, to make supplication to God, to sit and 
meditate (‘itikAf) and to read the QurAii. The rtjligious duties of 
the first ten days of RamazAn gain the mercy of God, those of the 
second ten merit Ilis pardon; whilst those of the last ten save 
those who do tlieru from the punishment of liell. ( Jod has declared 
that Ramazan is a noble month, for is not one of its nights, tlio 
Laylatii'l-Qadr, better than a thousand months? On tliat niglit 
Gabriel and the angels descended from heaven : till the morning 
breaks it is full of blessing. Its eloquent interpreter and its 
clearest proof is the QurAn, the Word of God most Gracious. 
Holy is God, who says in the Quran; “This word of God comes 
down in tlie month of RamazAn.” Tins is a guide for men, a 
distingiiisher between right and wrong. O Believers, in such a 
month bo present; obey the order of your God and fast; but lot 
the sick and the travellers substitute some other days on wbicli to 
fast, so that no days he lost, and say ; “ God is great ! ’’ and praise 
Him. God lias made the fast easy for you. O Believers, God 
will bless you and us by the grace of the Holy QurAn. Every 
verse of it is a benefit to us and fills us with wisdom. God is tlie 
Bestower, the Holy King, the Munificent, the Kind, tlie Noiirisher, 
the Merciful, the Clement.^ 

“ The assemblies of the ladies on tliis ‘fd are marked by 
all the amusements and indulgences they can possibly 
invent or enjoy in their secluded state. Some receiving, 
others paying visits in covered conveyances ; all doing 
honour to the day by wearing their best jewellery and 
splendid dress. The Zanana rings with festive songs and 
loud music, the cheerful meeting of friends, the distribu- 
tion of presents to dependents, and remembrances to the 
poor; all is life and joy, cheerful bustle and amusement, 
on this hai)py day of ‘fd, when the good lady of tlie man- 
sion sits in state to receive presents from inferiors and to 
grant proofs of her favour to others.^ 

^ Klmtbah^-i-Mutarjara, p. 104. 

® “ Observations on the MusalmAns of India.” Mrs. Mir Hasan ‘Ali, 
p. 192. 
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6. The Baqar-‘1d. — This is the most important feast in 
the whole year. It is also known as the ‘f«l-i-Qurbdn, and 
as the 'fdii’l-Azhil, commonly called tlie ‘fdu'z-Ziiha, the 
feast of sacrifice. In Turkey and in Egypt it is called 
Bairdm. Its origin was as follows : A few months after 
the Hijrah or flight from Mecca, Muliamniad, dwelling in 
Madfna, observed that the Jews kept, on the tenth day of 
the seventh month, the great fast of the Atoiieiiient. A 
Tradition records that tlie Prophet asked tliem whj'' they 
kept this fost. He was informed that it was a memorial of 
the deliverance of Moses and the chihlren of Israel from tlie 
hands of l*haraoh. We have a greater right in Moses 
than they,” said Muhammad, so he fasted with the Jews 
and commanded Ids followers to fast also. This was at the 
period of liis mission when Muhammad was friendly with 
the Jews of Madina, who occasionally came to hear him 
preach. The Prophet also occasionally attended the syna- 
gogue. Then came the change of the Qiblah from Jerusalem 
to Mecca, for the Jews were not so ready to change tlieir 
creed as Muhammad had at first hoped. In the second year 
of the Hijrah, Muhammad and his followers did not partici- 
pate in the Jewish fast, for the Prophet now instituted the 
feast of the Baqar-‘td. The idolatrous Arabs had been in 
the habit of making an annual pilgrimage to Mecca at this 
season of the year. The ofiering of animals in sacrifice 
formed a part of the concluding ceremony of that pilgrim- 
age. That portion, tlie sacrifice of animals, Muhammad 
adopted from the Pagan Arabs in the feast wluiih now, at 
Madina, he substituted for the Jewish fast. Connected 
with verses establishing the Hajj are the following; — Ye 
may obtain advantages from tlie cattle, up to the set time 
for slaying them ; then the place for sacrificing them is at 
the ancient house. . . . And the camels liave we appointed 
you for the sacrifice to God : much good have ye in them. 
Make mention, therefore, of the name of God over them 
when ye slay them as in a vow” (S. xxii. 34—37). This 
was well calculated to attract the attention of the Meccans 

X 
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and to gain the goodwill of the Arabs. Muhammad could 
not, at that date, make the pilgrimage to Mecca ; for as yet 
there was a hostile feeling between the inhabitants of the 
two cities ; but on the tenth day of the month Zu 1-IIijjah, 
at the very time when the l^igan Arabs at Mecca were 
engaged in sacrificing victims, Muhammad went forth from 
Ids liouse at Madina, and assembling his followers, instituted 
the ‘IduV.-Zuha or Ijaqar-‘Id. Two young kids were brought 
before him. One he sacrificed and said : “ 0 Lord ! I sac- 
rifice this for my whole people, all those who bear witness 
to Thy unity and to my mission. 0 Lord ! this is for Mu- 
hammad and for the family of Muhammad.’' 

Great merit is obtained by all who keep this feast. 
‘Ayesha relates how the Prophet once said : “ Man hath 
not done anything on the ‘fdu 1-Azha more pleasing to God 
than spilling blood ; for verily the animal sacrificed will 
come on the day of resurrection with its horns, hair, and 
lioofs, and will make the scale of his good actions very 
heavy. Verily its blood reached the acceptance of God 
before it falleth upon the ground, therefore be joyful 
in it.” 

Musalmans say that the Patriarch Abraham was ordered 
to sacrifice Ishmael, and that he made several ineffectual 
attempts to cut the throat of his son. Ishmael then said 
to his father : “ It is through pity and compassion for me 
that you allow the knife to miss : blindfold yourself and 
then sacrifice ine.” Abraham acted upon this advice, blind- 
folded himself, drew his knife, repeated the Lismillah, and, 
as he thought, cut the throat of his son ; but, behold, in the 
meantime Gabriel had substituted a sheep for the lad. 
This event is commemorated in this feast. 

On the day before the feast, the ‘Arafah or vigil is kept. 
Food of various kinds is prepared, over which a Fatihali 
is offered, first, in the name of the Prophet; secondly, in 
the names of deceased relatives, and of others for whom a 
blessing is desired, or from whom some favour is expected. 
The food is then sent as a present to friends. 
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On the morning of the feast-day, the devout Muslims 
proceed to the ‘fd-gah, or, if tliere is no ‘fd-gah, to tlie 
principal mosque, repeating on the way the Takbir, God 
is great!” and ‘‘There is no other God save the one true 
God : God is great, praise be to God.” At the time of 
making wazii, the worshipper should say : “ O God, make 
this tlie sacrifice I shall offer to-day) an atonement for 
my sin, and purify my religion and take evil away from 
me.” 

The service at the ‘fd-gah or in the mosque consists 
of two farz rak‘ats, as in the Salatul-Juni‘a, after the 
Khutbah is delivered. It will, however, be seen fimn the 
following sermon that it is mustahab to say four more 
rak'ats. 

SKllMON ON THE ‘Idu’Z-ZUIIA. 

In the name of God, the Comi>assionatc, the ^Mennfuh 

Alldliu Akbar ! God is great. There is no God ])ut (Jod. Go<l 
is groat! God is great and worthy of all ])raise. He is holy. 
J)ay and night we should praise Him. He is without i)artner, 
without e(|ual. All praise be to Him. Holy is He, wlio makes 
tlie rich generous, who provides tlie sacriliee for the wise. He 
is great, without an equal. All praise be to Him. Listen! I 
testify that there is no God but God. He is alone wdthout 
partner. This testimony is as bright as the early dawn, as 
brilliant as the glorious feast-day. Muluuiiniad is His servant 
wlio delivered His message. On Muhammad, and on liis family, 
and on liis Companions may tlie peace of God rest. On yon who 
are present, O congregation of Muslimlii, may the mercy of God 
for ever rest. O .servants of God ! our first duty is to fear God 
and to be kind. God lias said: “I will he with tlioso wlio fear 
Me and are kind.” 

Know, O servants of God 1 that to rejoice on the feast-day is the 
sign and mark of the pure and good. Exalted will be the rank 
of sucli in Paradise (Diiru’l-QarAr), especially on the day of resur- 
rection will they obtain dignity and honour. Do not on this day 
foolish acts. It is no time for amusements and negligence. This 
is the day on which to utter the praises of God (Tasblli). Read 
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the Kallmah, the Takhir, and the Tamhld. Tliis is a high festival 
season and the feast of sacrifice. Head now the Takhiru’t-Tash- 
rfq. God is great ! God is great ! There is no God hut God ! 
God is great ! God is great 1 All praise he to Him ! From tlio 
morning of the ‘Arafali, after every farzrak‘atit is good (miistahah) 
for a person to repeat tlie Takblru't-Tashr/q. The woman before 
whom is a man as ImAm, and the traveller whose ImAm is a 
permanent resident (Muqim) should also repeat this Takhir. It 
should he said at each NamAz until the Salatu’l-‘Asr of the feast- 
day (loth). Some, however, say that it should bo recited every 
day till the afternoon (‘Asr) of the thirteenth day, as tliese are the 
da 3 's of the Taslirnp If the TniAni forgets to recite, let not the 
worshipper forget. Know, 0 believers, that every free man who 
is a Sahih-i-Xisab should offer sacrifice on this day, provided tliat 
this sum is exclusive of his liorse, his clothes, liis tools, and his 
household goods and slaves. It is wajib for every one to offer 
sacrifice for himself, but it is not a wAjib order that he should do 
it for his children.^ A goat, a ram, or a cow should be ottered in 
sacrifice for every seven persons. The victim must not be one- 
eyed, blind, lame, or very thin. 

If you sacrifice a fat animal, it will servo you well, and carry 
3 'ou across tlie SirAt, O believers, thus said the Prophet, on 
whom be tlie mercy and peace of God : “ Sacrifice the victim with 
your own hands ; this was the Sunnat of IbrAhlm, on whom he 
peace.’' 

In the KitAbu'z-zAdu't-TaqwA, it is said that on the ‘Id-ul-Fitr 
and the ‘Idu’z-Zulia, four nail rak^ats should be said after the farz 
KaniAz of the ‘id. In the first rak‘at after tlio Suratu’l-FAtihah 
recite the Siiratii'1-AttA (Ixxvii.) ; in the second, the Siiratu’sli- 
Shanis (xci.); in the third, the Suratu'z-ZuliA (xciii.) ; in the 
fourtli, the Siiratii’l-lkhlAs (cxii.). O believers, if ye do so, God 
will pardon the sins of fifty years which are past, and of fifty 
3 "ears to conio. Tlio reading of these Siirahs are equal as an act 


^ Still it is mustahab, or a meritorious act so to do. It is also said that, 
if a minor is possessed of property, his father or his guardian may purchase 
at his expense an animal and sacrifice it. The child may- tlien eat as ranch 
as it can. The remainder of the meat must bo exchanged for something 
which the child can use, such as clothes, shoes, &c. (NAruT-Hidayah, vol. 
iv. p. 6o). 
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of merit to the reading of all the hooks God has sent hy His 
prophets. 

May God include us amongst those who are accepted by Him, 
who act according to the Law, whose desire will be granted at tlio 
last day. To all such there will be no fear in the day of resur- 
rection ; no sorrow in the exariiination at the day of judgment. 
The best of all books is the Qunln. 0 believers ! may God give 
to us and to you a blessing for ever by the grace of the noble 
Qur/in. ^fay its verses be our guide, and may its wise Tnciitioii 
of God direct us aright. I desire that God may pardon all be- 
lievers, male and female, the Muslim/ii and the JMiislijmlt. 0 
believers, also seek for pardon. Truly God is the Forgiver, the 
IMerciful, tlie Internal Iving, the Compassionate, the Clement. O 
believers, the Khutbah is over. Let all dcsiro that on Muhammad 
jMustafA the mercy and peace of God may icst. 

The worsliippers then return to their respective homes 
and oiler up the sacrifice, for it is a wajib order that every 
^Muslim sliould keep tliis feast and sacrifice an animal for 
liimself.^ He need not fear though he has to incur debt 
for the i)urchase of an animal, for it is said that God will 
in some way lielp him to pay tlie (h^bt. If a camel is 
sacrificed, it should be one not less than live years of age ; 
if a cow or sheep, it sliould at least be in its second year, 
though the third year is better ; if a goat, it must not ba 
less than six months old. All of these animals must bo 
without a blemish or defect of any kind. It is a sunnat 
order that the head of tlie liouschold should himself slay 
the victim. If, however, from any cause, he cannot do so, 
lie may call in a butcher ; but in that case he must place 
his hand upon that of the butcher wlieri the operation is 
performed. If the victim is a camel, it must he placed 
with the head towards Mecca. Its front legs being ban- 
daged together, the sacrifice!* must stand on the right-hand 

’ The sacrifice must be made after the Namaz, for the Khali f Al-Milra(in 
relates a tradition to the effect that “ he who offereth sacriiico before he 
prayeth, assuredi}' it is a flesh-ofFerinpr which lie liaMi anli<;ipated before 
its time ; but he who performeth sacrifice, after he hath iirayetl, verily he 
fulfilleth the ordinance ” (Sydti’s “ History of the Khalifs 
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side of the victim, and plunge the knife into its throat with 
such force that the animal may fall at once. Any other 
inode of slaying it is unlawful. Other animals must be 
slain in tlie same way. Just before slaying the victim the 
following verse of the Quran should be repeated : “ Say ! 
my prayers and my worship, and my life and my death 
are unto God, the Lord of the worlds. He liath no asso- 
ciate. This am I commanded, and I am the first of the 
Muslims’* (S. vi. 163). The operator also adds: “0 God, 
from Thee and to Thee (I do this), in the name of God. 
God is great ! ** Then having slain the victim he says : 
“ 0 God, accept this for me.** The first meal taken should 
be prepared from the flesh of the animal just slaughtered, 
after wliich the members of the family, the neiglibours, and 
the poor should receive some portions. 

It is considered highly meritorious to sacrifice one 
animal for each member of the family ; but as that would 
involve an expenditure few could bear, it is allowable 
to sacrifice one victim for tlie household. In extreme 
cases, men may combine together and make one sacrifice 
do for the whole, but the number of persons so combining 
must not exceed seventy. Some authorities limit the 
number to seven. Tliis feast is strictly observed by all 
Muslims wherever they may be. 

The Baqar-‘ld and the ‘fdu’l-Fitr constitute the ‘Tdain, 
the two great feasts of Islam. A country in which ]\Iusal- 
mans could not observe them both would at once become 
Daru’l-lTarb, or House of Enmity, in which it would be 
the duty of every Muslim to join in a Jihad against the 
Infidel rulers of the land. 

This completes the account of the principal feasts of the 
Muslim year. 

Among other practices borrowed from the Hindus must 
be placed the pilgrimage made by Indian Musalmans to the 
shrines of Saints,^ the ceremonies connected with them, and 

1 There is, however, some authority for this practice. Ibn lUasTid re- 
lates the words of the Prophet thus : “ I had forbidden you to visit the 
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the festivals instituted in their honour. Properly speaking, 
the Sunnis have but two festivals — the Baqar-‘ld and the 
‘fdu 1-Kitr, but many others are now observed. Of these I 
have described several. It only remains to notice a few of 
the festival days which are peculiar to India. 

The title of Ih'r given to a Musalmau devotee is equiva- 
lent to the term Guru amongst the Hindus. A man who 
seeks to be a religious ” takes a Pir as a spiritual guide. 
“ Follow,” says the poet Wall, “ the footsteps of thy Pir 
like a shadow.*’ After deatli these Pirs are venerated as 
Walls or Saints. The Pirs, when alive, are frequently 
resorted to for a ta'wfz or charm, and the aid of their 
prayers is often invoked. The sepulchre of a Wali is 
called a Dargith, sliririe ; Mazar, place of pilgrimage ; 
Ilauzah, garden. The professional reciter of the Qurjln 
at such places is called Kauzah Khan. As a rule, pro- 
cessions are made to the shrines, and flowers, sweetmeats, 
and food over which a Fdtihah has been said are oflered. 
Usually the Futihah is for the Saint, not to the Saint, It 
is considered a very meritorious act to give land for the 
erection of sucli shrines and to endow thorn. An account 
of many of these Saints is given in the Bara Masa by 
Jawdn and the Arayish-i-Mahfil by Afsos. The following 
selection will give an idea of the customs prevalent: — 

I. Festival of Madau. — Sayyid Badru’d-diii Kutbul 
Maddr is said to have descended from the Inulm Ilusain. 
He was born at Aleppo about A.D. 1050, and received from 
Muhammad permission to “ hold his breath ” (habs-i-dam). 
Thus he was able to live to a good old age. He is said 
to have had 1442 sons, but some people explain this by 
saying that they were his spiritual children. Jawdii in his 
account of the festival states : “ The tomb of Maddr is at 

graves ; but now ye may visit them, for they detach your mind from this 
world and remind you of the world to come.” The Traditionist, Muslim, 
states that the Prophet wept at the grave of his mother, and said : “ I 
begged leave from my Lord to ask forgiveness for her, but it was not 
granted me : then I begged leave to visit her grave, and it was granted 
me ; visit therefore the graves, for they remind you of death,” 
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Makanpiir, a place about forty miles from Cawnpore. On 
tlie seventeenth of the month JaratuUn-T^ld an immense 
crowd fills the villa<re, which is illuminated at night. Fires 
are liglited, around wliich Fakirs dance, and through wliich 
they leap, calling out “ Dam Maddr, Dam Madiir ” (breath 
of Madilr). An order of Fakirs, called lladaria, look to 
tliis Saint as tljeir patron. In distant places wliere this 
feast is kejjt they set up an ‘Alain or standard in honour 
of the Saint, and perform ceremonies common to such days, 
and pass the night in celebrating his praise. 

2. Festival of MuInu'd-dIn CniSTf. — The tomb of 
this Saint is in Ajrnfr. He was a Syed descended from 
Jliisain, the son of ‘Ali, and was born in Sajistdri about 
the year 537 a.h. Ilis father died when he was about 
fifteen years old. Soon after this he fell in with a famous 
Fakir, Ibrdhim Qandiizi, through whose influence he began 
to seek the Tarfqat, or mystical road to the knowledge of 
God. When he was twenty years of age he received 
further instruction from the famous ‘Abdu’l-Qddir Jildni. 
After the conquest of Hindustdu by Shalidbu'd-ilin Ghori, 
Mu‘inu’d-din retired to Ajiiifr, where he died in the odour 
of sanctity, 636 a.h. Pilgrimages to this tomb have been 
and are very ijopuljir. Even Akbar, sceptic thougli he was 
as regards orthodox Isldm, made a pilgrimage to this shrine, 
and offered vows that he might have a son who would live 
to manliood. Hindus also visit this tomb, and presents 
from rich men of this class are not unusual. 

3. Festival of Salar Mas^Cd GiiAzf. — There is some 
doubt as to the nationality of this Saint. Some say he was 
a Ilusainf Syed, others that he was a Pathdii and a martyr. 
His tomb is situated in Oude. Afsos thus describes the 
pilgrimage. “Once a year great crowds of people gather 
from all parts. They carry red lances and beat thousands 
of tambourines. The *Urs is held on the first Sunday of the 
month Jith (May— June). The people believe that this was 
his wedding-day, because it is said that he had on wedding 
garments when he was killed. This belief once led a certain 
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oilman, a resident of lladiili, to send a bedstead, chair, and 
other marriage presents to the shrine at this time. The 
custom is still kept up by the descendants of the oilman. 
The common people fasten ropes to the branches of the 
trees in the neighbourhood, and swing, some by the liands 
and some by the heels, and assume various disguises. They 
thus hope to obtain what they desire.” The Hindus vene- 
rate this Saint very highly. 

4. Festival of the BfiiA or of Kitaja Kiii^k. — Of this 
Saint M. Garcin de Tassy says : ‘‘ Khaja Khizr is a i)ersoii- 
age respecting whom the opinions of Orientals vary. Many 
consider him the same as Phineas, the grandson of Aaron ; 
others, that he is the prophet Elias ; and lastly, the Turks 
confound him with St. George. In order to reconcile these 
conflicting opinions, some allege that the same soul has 
animated three diflbrent persons. AVhatever be the fact, 
Khizr, according to the Musalmilns, discovered the source 
of the Water of Life, of which he is the guardian. He is 
believed to be very clever in divination, and to be the 
patron of waters. As such, a festival is held in liis honour.” 
Jawan describes it thus: In the month of Bhadiin (August- - 
September) all whose wishes have been fullilled make it a 
point of duty to set afloat the boat (miu) in honour of Khaja 
Khizr, and to make according to their means offerings of 
milk and bruised grain to the lioly personage. On every 
Friday, and in some places on every Thursdays, in the month 
in question, the devotees having prepared the bira carry it 
at night to the bank of the river, with many ceremonies. 
There great and small, having lighted lamps and tapers, 
make their respective oblations, whilst a number of swim- 
mers together jointly push the bfra into tha middle of the 
river.” Sometimes a number of small biras, made of clay, 
are also launched, and as each carries a lamp, the general 
effect is striking. It is said that the Musalmfin natives of 
the Maidive Islands annually launch a small vessel laden 
with perfumes, gum, and odoriferous flowers, and leave it 
to the mercy of the winds and waves as an ofleiing to the 
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god of the sea. There can be no doubt that this god of the 
sea is Khizr, the patron of the waters.” 

The following prayer is recited in the Fatihah of Kliizr : 
‘‘To obtain purity of heart, and the benediction of Him 
who hears the vows of mortals, and who alone can keep 
from them all evils, I rest upon the merits of Khaja Khizr, 
the great prophet Elias.” 

5. The Feast of Pfu DastgIu Sahib. — This is held on 
the eleventli day of the month of llabi'‘u’l-Akhir. The 
Sunnfs hold this Saint in great reverence. He has no less 
than ninety-nine names. His tomb is at Baghdad. On 
the tenth of the month the ceremony called Sandal is per- 
formed, followed on the next day by the ‘Urs, when the 
Manlad, or the account of the circumstances connected with 
the birth of the Saint is read ; Qasa id or elegiac poems are 
recited ; the Danid is repeated and Fdtihahs are said. Tlie 
Qunln is also read through. Vows are frequently made 
to this Saint, and in time of any special visitation, such as 
cholera, a Hag is carried about in honour of this PIr by 
some of his devotees, to whom presents of food are offered. 
A Fatil.iali is then said over them. He is said to appear 
to his followers during their sleep and to give them direc- 
tions. Ja‘far Sharif, the compiler of the Qainin-i-Isldm, 
speaking on this point says : “ The author speaks from 
personal experience, for at the time of need, when he was 
oppressed in mind concerning things which he desired, he 
used to repeat constantly the ninety-nine names of the 
Pir and vow before the Holy God, imploring His assist- 
ance by the soul of Dastgir ; and through the mercy of the 
Almighty, his Excellency Ghausu’l-A‘zam (Dastgfr) pre- 
sented himself in his sleep, and relieved him of his per- 
plexities and vouchsafed his behests.” 

Syed Ahmad Kabfr RafiU, the founder of the Eafui 
Darwfshes, was a nephew of this Saint. 

6. Festival of Qadir WalI Sahib. — This is the great 
Saint of Southern India. The ‘Urs is celebrated on the 
tenth day of Jamdddl-Ukhra. The shrine is at Nagore, a 
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town situated four miles north of Negapatam. The Sandal 
and other ceremonies are similar to those described already. 
He is the patron saint of sailors, who in times of difficulty 
vow that, if they reach the shore in safety, they will offer a 
Filtiliali in the name of Qadir Wall. The common people 
liave a profound faith in the power of the Saint to work 
miracles. The story of the following one is frequently 
related : A vessel springing a leak was about to founder, 
when the captain made a vow that should Q/idir Waif stoj> 
the leak, he would offer in liis name the value of tlie cargo. 
At that time the Saint was being shaved, but being miracu- 
lously acquainted with the perilous position of the captain, 
he cast away the looking-glass which he held in liis hand. 
The glass attached itself to the hole in the bottom of the 
ship, wliich then came safely to land. The captain, in due 
course, presented his offering to the Saint, who requested 
him to return tlie glass to the barber. The captain was 
astonished at this request, and inquired what glass was 
meant. He was then directed to look at the bottom of his 
ship. He did so, and discovered how the Saint had saved 
the ship.'* 

Tliis festival affords a curious illustration of the way in 
which Hindu influences have acted on Ishlrn, and how even 
Hindus pay regard to Muslim Saints. Qfidir Wall is said to 
have been a Fakir who lived on the charity of both Hindus 
and Miisalnulns. Indeed, both parties claim him as belong- 
ing to their respective religions, which may be accounted for 
by the fact that in his preaching to mixed audiences he 
suited liis addresses to both classes of his hearers. After 
his death a small mosque was erected on or near his tomb. 
The fame of the Wall gradually grew, and a Hindu Itajali 
made a vow that if he were blessed with the birth of a 
son, he would enlarge and beautify the mosque. His wisli 
was fulfilled, and the present elegant structure is the result. 
So famous has the shrine of the Saint now become that the 
Musalmans there say : “ First Mecca, then Nagore.’* The 
same reason which induced the Hindu Eajah to make a 
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votive offering years ago still influences large numbers of 
people. On Thursday evenings, the commencement of the 
Muhammadan Sabi)ath, many Hindu women resort to the 
shrine of the Saint. Thus is the Hindu connection still 
kept up with the festival of this Musalmau Saint. 

There are many other Waifs and Pfrs to whose tombs 
pilgrimages are made, and in memory of wlioiii many super- 
stitious observances are still kept up ; but all such pilgrim- 
ages to a Hargah (shrine) are no necessary part of Islam. 
In all parts of the country there are the shrines of Saints 
who have a local reputation and whose annual festivals are 
more or less observetL Still it is not necessary for me to 
give a further account of these. This brings me to the 
close of my subject. 

In the preceding chapters I have endeavoured to set forth 
the main features of the Faith of Islam, and the religious 
duties it enjoins. I might now go on to show its relation 
to Judaism and Christianity, the elements it has drawn 
from them, and tlio distortions it has made in the borrow- 
ing, as well as the protest it raised against much that was 
corrupt in the Christianity with which it came in contact, 
I might also enlarge upon its moral and social effects, and 
the cliaracter it produces in the individual and the state. ^ 
But these subjects would lead me far beyond my present 
purpose, and so I must content myself with liaving given a 
representation of the Faith of Islam from its own authorities. 

' Muslims believe these effects to be perfect, A number of Musalindns 
held a meeting at Poona in December 1S95, to consider whether they 
should take part with Jlindus in a conference to consider the question of 
social reforms. It was resolved not to do so on this ground : — “In the 
face of the Qunin, it is altogether needless for the Miisalmuns to join in 
any purely sectional conference, for Islam is a perfect exponent of social 
omancipatioM and human progress in all its aspects .” — Madras Weekly 
Mailj December 5, 1895. 
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‘ILM-I-TAJWID. 

The Quran is tlie great bond of union between all the 
sects of Islam. J\Ien may differ on the exposition of somo 
difficult passages; in the details of its exegesis tliercj is 
some variety; but all reverence the letter, tliongh they 
niiiy not all imbibe its spirit. It has given rise to a vast 
and varied literature. Its decision is final in all con- 
troversies of faifh. Side by side with it has grown up a 
vast body of tradition, on Avliich the Sunnat — a most 
important factor in the faith of Islam — is based ; but tlie 
most interesting of all studies to tlie young ]\Iuslini is still 
the Quran, its grammar and its commentaries. Every 
Muslim must learn some portion of it by heart, and to 
learn the whole is an act of groat merit. This feat, how- 
ever, will be of little value unless the Ihifiz, when reciting 
it, observes all the rules and regulations framed for su(‘h 
an act. Tliis recital is called tihUvat, but before anyone 
can do this correctly he must have some acquaintance 
with what is known as ‘llm-i-Tajwid (jj This 
includes a knowledge of the peculiarities of flic spelling of 
many words in tlie Qiirdn, of its various readings, of the 
Takhirs and responses to bo said at the close of (icrtain 
appointed passages, of its various divisions, punctuation 
and marginal instructions, of tlie proper pronunciation of 
the Arabic words and the correct intonation of different 
passages. It must be borne in mind that the orthodox 
’N'iew is that the Quran is uncreated and eternal, that it 
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contains no human element whatever, that no act of 
worsliip brings a Muslim so near to God as tilawat, tlie 
act of reading or reciting some portion of this book.^ Tlie 
Traditioiiist Tabrani says : “ Whosoever teaches his son to 
read the Quran will receive a heavenly crown.” Tirmizi 
liands down a saying of the Prophet to the effect that 
^‘whosoever reads only one letter does a good act which 
will meet a tenfold reward.” The ceremonial acts to bo 
observed before the reading commences arc the legal 
aldution and prayer (U j)- The Quran itself says : 

Let none touch it but the purified.” The usual prayer 
is, “ I seek God’s protection from cursed 8atan,” followed 
by the invocation, “ In the name of God, the Merciful, the 
. Compassionate ” Pleasant verses should be read in a 
cheerful tone, those which speak of tlireatenings and 
punishment should be recited with awe. If the reader 
cannot cry, he should assume the appearance of one iji 
great sorrow. Whenever the words of those whom 
Muslims call Kafirs are quoted in the Quran, the reader 
should recite them in a low tone of voice. Such quotations 
are the following: “ The Jews say, ‘Ezra (Ozair) is a Sou 
of God,’ ” and “ the Christians, ‘ The Messiah is a Son of 
God ’ ” (S. ix, 30). After reading the verso “ Adam dis- 
obeyed his Lord, and went astray” (S. xx, 119), tlie 
reader should not pause, but quickly pass on to the 
following words, “Afterwards his Lord chose him for 
himself, and was turned towards him, &c.” The idea is, 
that as Adam is one of the Anbiyii iJlii ’l-‘Azm, the six 
chief prophets, the stress should be laid on God’s forgive- 
ness of his fault and not on his disobedience. 

The name of God is repeated twice in the following 
verse: “ We will not believe till the like be accorded us, 


' It is nob necessary tliat the reader should know the meaning. He may 
he utterly ignorant of Arabic, but lie must be able to pronounce it correctly, 
uiid be should observe all the legal ceremonies. 



"ilm-i-tajwi'd. 


335 


of wliat was accorded to the Apostles of God. God best 
knoweth where to place His mission ” (S. vi, 124). As 
this is the only place in the Quran where the word Allah 
occurs twice without any intervening word, a prayer 
should be offered before the second Allah is pronounced. 

The niosquc is considered the most suitable of all places 
in whi(di to read. The most auspicious days of the Avock 
are considered to be Friday, Monday, and Thursday. The 
best hour of the twenty-four is midnight or about 3 A.M. 

It is considered a proper tliinj^ to go through the whole 
Quran in forty days, but on no account should it be 
completed in less than three, for that would necessitate a 
hurried perusal. It Avas the custom of the Companions of 
the Prophet to recite four juzi every night. 

They Avere thus about seven or eight nights completing 
the whole task. The Khalif Osnuin used to commence the 
Quran on Friday and finish it on the folloAving Thursday. 

A very popular division is knoAvn as the Fami ba Sliaucj 
lettoi'S forming these Avords are the 
seven initial letters of the first Siirali (jf each day’s 
portion, thus : — 


Fridiiy .... 
8atiu-»l:iy,... 
Sunday .... 
Monday .... 
Tuesday ... 
W ednesduy 
Thuradjiy.... 


Sura till- F;iti].iah to tlie eiu 
Sdrjitul-Ma’iilali „ 

Surutu’l- Yuiuis „ 

Suratii’l-Bani-IsnVil „ 

Siiiiitifsli-Shuara’ „ 

Sdratu’s-Saflat „ 

Suratu’l-Qdf ,, 


of S(iiatifn-Nis;i (iv). 
Suratu’t-Tjiul>ah (ix). 
Sdi'atuli-l\\‘ilil xvi). 
Sumtul-FuniJiii (xxv). 
Stiratul- Yii-Siii (xxxvi). 
Siiratul-llujrdt (xlix). 
Suratu’n-Nds (cxiv). 


The Khatam-i-Ahzdb simply another 

sevenfold division. There is also a threefold division 
called the Khatam-i-Manzil-i-Ffl (J^ "I'he 


* A juz (J^) is one-thirtieth part of the Quran. 
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word Fil contains the initial letters of the first Siirah of 
eacli portion. Thus: — 

First day,... Silratii’l-Fatiliah to the end of SdraWt-Tanbah (ix). 
Second day Sfiratn’l-Yhinis „ Sdratu’r-Rdm (xxx). 

Third day Sdratii’l-Lukmdn „ Sdratu^n-N{is (cxiv). 

This, however, has been found rather irksome, and so a 
tradition is romeinbered which states that one day the 
Prophet said to liis Companions, “ What, have you not 
})ower to read the third part every night?*’ They 
replied: ‘‘ It would be very difficult.** The Prophet then 
said, ‘‘Read the Siiratul-Iklilas (112); the recital of this 
is equal to that of one-third of tlie Quran.” 

It is a Suriiiat practice to read the whole Quran during 
the luoutli of Ramazan, One juz is recited eacli night. 
Having settled what portion he is going to read, and 
having performed all the necessary preliminaries, the 
reader should repeat, not less than three times and as 
many more as he likes, the Dariid, “0 God I have mercy 
on Muhfunmad and his descendants, as Thou didst have 
mercy on Abraham and his descendants. Then art to be 
})raised and Thou art great. O God ! bless Muhammad 
and )iis descendants, as Thou didst bless Abraham and 
his descendants. Thou art to be prjiised and Thou art 
great.” Then should follow a prayer similar to this, “ O 
God, T testily that this is Tliy Book, sent from Thee on 
Thy Apostle Muhammad, and Thy word spoken by the 
mouth of Thy Propliet. Accept my perusal of it as an 
act of wo7*sliip, make me read it tlioughtfully. Truly 
Thou art kind and gracious.” Then he should recite the 
verses, “ O my Lord ! I betake me to Thee against the 
promptings of the Satans; and I betake me to Thee, 

0 my Lord! that they gain no hurtful access to me” 
(S. xxiii, ‘dt), 100), and also the two last Siirahs, “Say: 

1 betake mo for refuge to the Lord of the daybreak 
against the miscliiefs of Ills creation, and against the 
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iniscliief of the night when it overtaketli mo, and agaiiiKt 
tlie mischief of weird women, and against the mischief of 
the orivier when lie eiwieth.” Say ; 1 l)etake mo for 
refuge to the Lord of men — tlie King of moji — the God of 
men, against the mischief of the stealthily withdrawing 
whisperer (Satan), who whispereth in man\s breast against 
jinn and men/' (S. cxiii, exiv.)^ 

Another prayer (Uj) is then said. Thus : God! with 

truth Thou hast sent it (Qiirari), and with truth it came. 
O God! increase my desire for it, and make it the illum- 
inator of my sight, the liealer of my heart, the dispeller of 
m3'’ pain and sorrow. Of Tln'^ nu‘re3', O Jlost Mei’ciful, 
liear my prayer/’ IJe then sa\"s the Ta'awwnz. ‘Vl seek 
refuge iiear God from cursed Satan;” and tlie Ijismilhih, 
‘“’In the name of God the jMercifnI, the Compassionate.” 
Tlio reading of the selected portion then commences. The 
whole of theses prayers and invocations ar(‘ not al way's said, 
but it is considered a veny proper thing to say- them. 

It is a Simnat practi(‘.o to make a response at eortain 
appointed places. If it is a public rocatal iii a mosque or 
oIsewlicrc,tho auditors ujily respond, 'fhe lin/im(Preceiitor) 
never does so. Amongst the Ilanitites no res|)onse at all is 
allowed if tlio passage is read as pai-t of a Namaz. Idle 
Shafi'is respond wliether tlKy arc reading tlie [lassage 
privately or in a Namaz, at lioine or in a mosque. The 
responses occur in tin.* following })laces. At tlie end of the 
Suratu’l-r'atihah and of the »Suratu 1 -Baqra sa3' ‘Amen.' 
At the end of the Suratn’l-Asra (xvii) say I he Takhir, 
“God is great.” Aftei* the last verse of tlie Siiratifl- 
“Qiamat (Ixxv), “Is He not powm*fiil enough to i-aiso tlie 
dead?” say “Yes, puro is m3' Lord, Most High.” At tlie 
end of the Siiratn’l-Mulk (Ixvii), after the Avords “ If at 
early^ morn your Avaters sliall have sunk aAvay, avIio tlimi will 


* Tlieso Suralis arc called the Mu*uzalain from a word 

meaning “ 1 fly for refuge,” which occurs in both Stirahs. 

Y 
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give you clear niniiing water?” say “ God brings it to ns, 
and He is the Lord of the worlds.” At the end of the 
Siiratn’l-Miirsalat (Ixxvii), after the words “ In what 
other revelation after this will ye believe?” say ‘‘W e believe 
in God, the Lord of the worlds.” At the close of tlie 
Siiratu’t-Tin (xcv), after the words “What! is not God the 
most just oF judges?” saj^ “Yes, I am a witjiess for Thee.” 

In addition to these responses to be given at the end of 
the Surahs, there are otliers to be said after certain verses. 
Thus, after the 16th verse of the 3rd Siirah, “There is no 
God but He, the Miglity, the Wise,” say “ I am a witness 
to this.” After the 60th verse of the 27tli 8iirah, “Is God 
the more worthy, or the Gods they joined with him?” say 
“Yes, God is the best, the Abider, the most Glorious, the 
most Honorable.” After the 12th viM se of the 5ord 8iii-ah, 
“Which then of the bounties of your Lord will ye twain 
(men and jinn) deiiy?’^ and after each repetition of this 
question in thivS Siirah, say “0 Lord, we deny no gift of 
Thine. To Tliee be praise.” 

The 5i)th, 64th, 68th, 71st versos of the 56th Siirah read 
tlius: “ Is it you who create them, or are We their creator?” 
“Is it you who cause its up-growth, or do We cause it to 
spring forth?” “Is it ye who send it down from the 
clouds, or send We it down ?” “ Is it ye who rear its tree, 

or do We rear it?” After each of these verses, say “Yes ! 
it is Tlioii, O Lord ! ” After the 1st verso of the 87th Siirah, 
“Praise the name of the Lord most High,” say “Holy is 
my Lord, Most High.” After the 7th verso of the 01st 
Siivali, “Jly a soul and Him who balanced it,” say “O God, 
bestow on my soul piety and purity. Thou art the best 
of all purifiers.” 

After the nicital oi certain passages in the Quran, a Sijdali 
must be maded This is called the Sijdali-i-Tilawat. Imam 

^ Tlu! iollowiiif' is tlio 2’itiial of a sijdah : Tlie worsliipper kno(;hng down, 
plac'cs Ills hands witli the fingers elose to each other, upon tlie ground. fTo 
must rest upon his toes, not on the side of the feet which must be kept 
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Abu Hanifa considers it farz, the other three Imams, Malik, 
Hanbal and Shafi‘i consider it sunnat. The former also held 
that if a person accidentally overheard some other person 
reading tliese passages ho must make Sijdah; the latter do 
not think it necessary in such a case. Hanifa also held that 

if in the Rukii‘ of a Namaz a Sidjah verse Lii^d) oc- 

cuiTod, tlie worshipper might make this Sijdah after the 
Namaz was over; the others say that it should bo done 
there and then. 

When making the Sijdah the Takbir should be said, and 
o!i rising, the Saltim, but not the Tashahhiid. Imams 
Ilauifa and Malik, however, say that the Takbir also 
should be said on rising up from the Sijdah. 

Ahogether tlieri*. are fourteen Sijdah verses.^ 

1. SuratiTl-AhVif (vii), v. 205: ‘‘They praise and 

prostrate thomsidv'es before Him/' 

2. Suratu’r-llahl (xiii), v. 1(5: "‘Unto God doth all 

in the heavens and on the earth l)ow down in 
worship, Avillingly or by constraint : tluh* veay 
shadows also morn and even !" 

3. Suratu’n-Nalil (xvi), vv. 51, 52: “All in the 

hea.vc*ns and all on tln^ c*arth, each thing that 
moveth, and tlie very angels, prostrate them in 
adoration Ijcfore (iod, and are. fret? from pride; 
tliey fear tluh* Lord who is above them, and do 
Avhat they are bidtlmi/' 

4. Suratu'l-Asra fxvii), v. 100: “Glory be to God! 

the promise of our Lord is made good. They fall 


etniight behind liiin. The elbow must not touch the side, nor tlie stoinficli 
the thigh, nor the thigh tlie calf of the leg. The eyes must, ho kept bent 
downwards. Then he touches the ground first with his nose, and then with 
his forehead, taking care tliat the thumbs just touch the lohe of the ears, fn 
this position he says the Tasliili-i-Sijdah three times : “I extol the liolincss 
of my Lord, the ]\lost High ! ” 

^ Imam IVfalik rejects the three last and so reckons only eleven. 
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(lowji on their faces weepings and it increaseth 
their hiiinility.” 

5. Suratud-Maryani (xix), v. al) : “ AVheii the signs of 
the God (jf Mercy Avcrc rehearsed to them, they 
l)owod them down worshipping and wc^oping.” 

(). Siiratul-llajj (xxii), v. 19: “Wlioin God shall 
disgrace tlicre shall bo none to liononr. God 
doth that which pleaseth Him.”’ 

7, Suratu’I-Furqan (xxv), v. hi: “When it is said 

to tliem, ‘ Jh)w down before the God of Mercy/ 
they say ‘ WJio is the God ()f M(Tcy? Shall we 
boAv down to Avhat then biddest?’ and they fly 
from '^I'lice tlio more.” 

8, Suratn’n-Naml (xxvii), v. “Go<l! tliero is no 

God but lie! the Lord of the glorious throne.” 
Some, however, say tluit the preceding verse is 
the Avat-i-Sijdah. 

9, Siiratu \s-Sijdah (xxxiij, v, 15: “ Tliey only believe 

in our signs, who. \y\wn mention is made of them, 
fall down in adom/v'oa, and celebrates the praise of 
tlieir Lord, and are not pull’ed up Avitli disdain.” 

10. Suratifs-Sad rxxx^'iii), v. 24 : “ 8o We hjrgave him 

that and truly ho shall liav(‘ a high rank 

Avith Us; and an ex(;el lent retreat Oil Paradise).” 
Some, hoAvevei*, consider that the Sijdali should 
bi^ made after the Avords of the preceding verse: 

“ DaAud perceived that Wo had tried him; so ho 
asked pardon of his Lord, and fell down, and 
bowed himself and repented.” 

11. Suratui-Fussilat (xli), v. 38 : “ They Avho are xvith 

thy Lord do celebrate llis praises night and day 
and cease not.” 


' IniaTu SliafCi &ul)stitutc3 for tlie 19tli vorse the TOtli : “ Uclievers ! bow 
down anil prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord and work righteous- 
ness that you may fsire well.” 
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12. Siivatn’ii-Najm (liii), v, <52: ‘‘Prostrate yourselves 
then to God and worship.” 

33. Suratii’l-Infatar (Ixxxiv), vv. 20, 21: ‘‘What tlieii 

hath come to them tliat tlioy hclieve not? and 
that when the Quran is recited to them they adore 
not?” 

34. SuraWl-‘ Alaq (xevi), v. 18 : “ Nay! obey liim not, 

but adort', and draw nie;li to God.” 

Borne persons add to the Tasbih-i-Sijdali the following? 
I)u‘A-i-Ma surah a prayer used by tlie 

Ih'ophet, the words of* wliicli liave betui liaiuled down ii] 
the Traditions: ‘‘ I i)rostratc myself for Iliju who created 
and formed nie. and wlio openecl my sight and hearing*. 
God is tli(‘ best Creator. O th>d, pardon me and luivc 
mercy on mo.” 

Gi’oat car(> must bo taken to read according to the pro 
nuneiation of llie famous Q/iris.^ A mistake in this respect 

' A Qai'i is ono who reads Du? (Juran, but llio torin is loclniically applied 
to the seven famous Readers” and their diseiples. Tlio names of the 
6 CVOI 1 are given in Ibn Khallikaii’s JUograpliieal ])i(*tionary, Vol. 2, ji. 401. 
They are 

1. Imam Ibn-i-Kaeir, who died at Mecca 120 A. If. 

2. Imam ‘A'sim of Kiirali. Jfe learnt Ihe way of reading tlio (Juvan from 
‘Abdu’r-Kahmaiiu’s-Salami, wlio was tauglit by tin* Jvhnlifs Osmun and ‘All. 
^Asim died at Kiifah 127 A. If. 

3. Imam Abu ‘Umr was horn at Mecca 70 A. If. and died at Kiifah 
154 A.lf. Jl is oil his aulliority that the following important statement lias 
been handed down : “ AVhon t he first copy of the (J.uraii was written out,, and 
presented to the Khalif Osiiuln, lie said, ‘ there are faults of language in it, 
let the Arabs of the desert rectify them wifli their tongues.*” TJiemeani/ig 
of this is that they shoiikl proiiounee the Avords eorreetly, but not alter tlio 
written copy. TJiis nccounts for the Rasimri-KIuitt. 

4. Imam Hamza of Kufah was horn 80 A.II. ami died 150 A.H. 

5. Imam Kisai had a great reputation ns a (}ari, hut none as a poet. It 
was a common saying, among the learned in grammar, t hat tlioro was not 
one who knew .so little poetry as Al-Kisai. Ife is said to have died at Tus 
about tlio year 182 A.II. 

0. Imam Kafi‘, a native of Madina, died 109 A.lf. He Avas highly 
^st^oTiied by the people of that city. 

7. Imam Ibn ‘Amir was a native of Syria. 
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is called lahan and is of two kinds : (1) Lahan-i-jali 
^ clear and evident mistake, such as shorten- 
ing or lengthening the vowel sounds or any 

word; (2) Lahaii-i-Kliafi ^^^ss apparent 

mistake, such as not making a distinction in sound 
between and lU and j J and b, cl: and ; if 
two of the same letters come togetlier it is a mistake if 
botli are not clearly sounded, e.g., each ^ in and 

each ^ in must be distinctly pronounced. 

It is absolutely necessary that great attention should 
be paid to the tashdid niadd (jee), and other 

similar marks, an account of which can be found in any 
Arabic grammar. These diacritical marks, known under 
the general temi of A‘rab , were invented by 

Khalil Ibn-i-Ahrnad, who was born in the year 100 A.H., 
and who died at Basra about seventy years after. 

The marks and symbols peculiar to the Quran are many. 
No account of them, so far as 1 am aware, is given in any 
grammar of the Arabic language; and as they may have 
often puzzled the student of the Quran, I give them 
here in detail. They refer almost entirely to the various 
kinds of pauses to be made in reciting the Quran, and 
form in fact its punctuation. 

The symbol for a full stop is O, when the reader should 
take breath. 

The word is written when a slight pause is made 
but no breath is taken. 

The waqf (l-Oj) or pause is of five kinds : — 

1. Waqf-i-lazim iS^), of Avhich the sign is 

This is, as its name implies, a necessary pause. If no 
pause were made the meaning would be altered; e.g.f 
Siirah ii, v, 7: ^‘Yet are they not believers (j#) Fain 
would they deceive God,” &c. Here if there were no 
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■waqf-i-lazira after the word ‘ believera,’ it might seem as 
if believers wonld fain deceive God. 

2. Waqf-i-Mutlaq the sign of which is b. 

This pause occurs iu places where, if made or omitted, 
there is no alteration iu the sense, Suratu’l-Fatihah, 
“ King on the day of reckoning (b) Thee do we worship.” 

y y ✓✓■>* •• I 

jjcti (1?) 

Here the waqf conies after the word because the 
emu n oration of God’s attributes cuds here, and the 
expression of man’s need commences. 

3. Waqf-i-jiuz which is 

This waqt is optional, ‘‘She said, ‘Kings Avlieii they 
enter a city spoil it, and abase the miglitiest of its people’ 
(-j^) and in like manner will these also do ” (Siirah Ixviii, 
34). Ill this case, by putting the pause after ‘people,’ 
tile remaining words do not form part of the quotation; 
by omitting it, they would, and Ihilqis, tlie Queen of 
Sheba, would bo represented as sayijig, “ In lilce manner 
will tlicse also do.” 

4. Waqf-i-Mujauwaz Avhicdi 

is j. Tiiis also is an optional pause, e,g., Surali ii, 80: 
“TJiese are they Avho purchase this present life at the 
price of that wliicli is to com(3 ( J ) their torment shall not 
bo lightened.” 

y<i ^ y y y ✓ y 

cjlissr (j) LOjJI 

^ 9 ^ ^ y y<^ y' 

i '* 

The particle ^ usually connects a clause closely to the 
preceding one, iu wliicli case there would be no waqf ; 
but on the other hand the verb comes early in 

the clause, and in such a case siiould be preceded by 
waqf. To reconcile tlicse two opposing principles tlie 
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pause is left optional. Such, at least, is the only explana- 
tion I have yet found of Waqf-i-Mujauwaz. 

5. Wai]f-i-Muraklikhas fhe sign of 

wliicli is This is a pause which may be made when 

it is necessary to take breath. It comes between words 
wliich have no necessary connection with each other, 
Surali ii, 20: “ Who hath made the earth a bed for 
you, and the heavens a covering (^) and hath caused 
water to come down from heaven.” If this pause is 
made, the reader must commence at the beginning of the 
claiistj, that is, if lie pauses after ‘covering’ he must begin 
after tlie pause at “ who hath, &c.” 

All tlie pauses now described are ancient: they have 
been recognized from the earliest times. In later days 
the Quran readers liave invented several otliors. As these 
will b(5 found in all Qurans now in use, 1 give a shoiii 
account of tiuuu. 

1. Qif “pause.” This frequently occurs, Init in 

such places as to leave the meaning of the passage 
uiuiUVcted. 

2. Qaf (j). This is the symbol for = “it is 

said.” The j thus expresses the fact tliat some persons 
of authority have said tliat a pause should be made in the 
place whore it is inserted. It is an optional j)ause. 

3. Sail “ connect.” This shows that there must 

be no pause. 

4. La (^'). This is the symbol for M = “there is 

no pause.” 

5. Sin The initial letter of the word = 

“ silence.” A pause may be made in the i-ecital, provided 
tliat the reader does not take breatli in this place. 

\ 

6. Kaf (cJ)* This is the first letter of tlie word 

== ‘‘ in the same manner.” It then means that where 
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occtu’S a pause must he made similar in kind to the one 
immediately preceding. 

7. Qala (^). This is a shortened form of ^ J,j,i = 

‘‘ some have said ‘ No.’ ” It is (iiiite optional. 

If over the circle O, denotini^ a full stop, any other 
symbol is written, due atteiitimi must be paid to it; if 
there are two or niore symbols all should be observed 

However, the ojie at the top is the most important, 

q 

In this case the Waqf-i-Mutlaq is sup(‘rior to the Waqf-i- 
jaiz. 

The following table shows how often the stops oc(*ur in 
tile Qiirjiri : — 



V 

1 


^ 1 


> 


t !r 

1 

8 

1,1 of) : <s 


.s:’, 

11)1 

l,.57.s 

... 

.•h.'ilO 12 

i i 


There are a few selected places in the Quran where it is 
considered an act of merit to make a sohanii pause, or to 
omit the pauses if so directed. 

1. Jhranaqa = "embracing.' This means tliat 

when two })aus(‘S come very close togetlier, one may be 


omitted, ^v/., j ^ Here only 

one word tuJ occurs between the two the symbol for 

e_. 

Wa(|f-i-jaiz : as ks written above each, it is 

sufficient if a pause is made in one place. The other signs 
S\Jc, jjiJ, frequently*. 

The ancient. autlKirities .say that 0 (jcur« thirteen 

times in the Quran; the modern ones suy eighteen. 

2. AVa<]f-i-Glnifrun t— sij)> pause of pardon.” 

It is considered liighly meritorious to pause whenever these 
words occur, for there is a tradition jc>-) to the effect 
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tluit “ He who observes Waqf-i-Gliiifraii in the ten places 
in which it occurs, I Avill answer for his ejitrance into 
paradise.” The lesser sins iU/) of all who observe 

it art? supposed to receive pardon. The ten places referred 
to by Muhammad are : — 

(1) Siiratu’l-Ma ida (v), V. 5() : ‘‘0 Believers ! take not 
the Jews or Christians as friends” 

(2) Sriratu’l-An‘am (vi), v. 3(i: “Will lie make answer 

to those who only listen?” 

(3-4) Siiratu’s-Siidah (xxxii), v. 18 : “ Shall he then 
who is a believer be as a gross sinner 
they shall not be held alike” 

(5-t)) Suratu’l-Ya,Sm (xxxvi), vv. 11, 29, 52, (U, 81: 
“The traces they have left behind them” 

“O the misery that rests upon my servants” 
“Who hath roused us from our sleeping 
place” “Worship me” “Must not He 

wlio liath created the heavens and the earth be 
mighty enough to create your likes?” 

(10) Suratul-Mulk (Ixvii), v. 19: “Behold they not 
the birds over their heads, their wing outstretch- 
ing and drawing in?” 

3. Waqf-i-Munazzal (Jjjc< This is also called 

Waqf-i-Jibra’ll ( because it is said that in 
the six or eight places where the pause is indicated, Gabriel 
paused when reciting the Quran to the Prophet. 

4. Waqfu’ii-Nabi “pause of the Prophet.” 

It is said that in some eleven or more places, additional to 
all that have been mentioned, the Prophet used to pause. 
It is now a meritorious act to observe this pause. 

This concludes what may be tei'ined the punctuation of 
the Quran, but there still remain several signs and symbols 
which need explanation. 
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1. . This is ^ tho initial letter of (10), and 

the first letter of (Basrah). This symbol denotes tliat 
a Basra ‘Ashr ends here. As a RnkiV contains on an 
average about ten verses, it is here called by the term 
‘Ashr, ten ; so ^ ^ means that according to the Qdrls of 
B.jsra a Rukii^ ends where this symbol is placed. 

2. ^ stands for Kliams-i-Basra and 

denotes that five Basra verses ended here. 

3. denotes that a Kufah Ruku‘ or ‘Ashr 
ended here: sometimes is Avritten on the margin. 

4. ^ denotes that live Kufah verses ) ended 

liere : somotimes i« written on the margin, 

5. shows the end of a Basra verse*. 

g. ^ J shows the ending of a verse i»ec(n*ding to the 

Qaris of any otlier city tlian Basra. 

Tho tenns a Basi-a RukiiS five JviiFali versos, &c., refer to 
the divisions made by the (girl's of Kiifah or Basra. It is 
OAving to this difleronce tliat the munber f)f verses said to 
be in the Quran varies. Tho KiilVih Qaris, following the 
(reading) of Imiim ‘Asim, reckon 6,23J) verses ; the 
Basra Qaris make out (),204; tho Qaris of Sham (Syria) 
6,22/); tho Meccan verses are 6,219 ; tho Madina verses are 
6,211. As Muslims Avlien quoting from tlio Quran — if they 
give any reference to the portion from Avlience the extract 
is taken — name the Jiiz and the Ruku‘, not the Siirali and 
verse, it is necessary that the former should be marked in 
the margin. A juz is one-thirtieth part of the whole. 
Pkacli juz has a distinct name, the first Avord of eacli portion 
serving for that purpose. 

The term rukir literally moans a prostration. The collec- 
tion of verses recited from the Quran, ascriptions of praise 
offered to God, and various ritual acts connected with these, 
constitute one act of worship called a rak*at. After reciting 
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some verses in a rak‘at, the worshipper makes a rukii* or 
prostration. The portion recited is then called a ruku^ 
Practically it is a division, averaging about ten verses. The 
sign of’ it is ^ written in the margin. Frequently it occurs 

with as many as three figures, thus f i - The p (3) on the 

A' 

top shows that this is the third rukii* from the commence- 
ment of the Surah in which it ot^curs ; the (9) in the 
centre gives the niimbei* of versos in this ruku*; the ^ (8) 
at the bottom shows that this is the eighth rnkiP in the jnz. 
It is thus comparatively easy to verify a quotation if the 
juz and ruku‘ are named, but very few Muslim writers give 
such ifilbrniation, A verse or a few detached words are 
quoted, and it b(‘(iomes an exceedingly diihcult task to 
verify them. F very theologian is supposed to know the 
\vhol(» Qiii’iin by lieart, and so it is considered (juite super- 
Hiums to give “chaptca- and verse , or ratlua- juz and rakiP. 

It would bo quite impossible to read the Quran correctly 
unless it were written with the stihdest attention to the 
ancient copies. This act of copying it, Avitli the rules 

thereof, is known as Kasmii’l-kliatt 'J'he 

ca)p3nst sliould follow the rtmensioJi made in the time of 
the Khalif Osman. This rule is based on the Iinia‘ 
(unanimous consent) of the Companions. It is believed 
that the whole book was brought by Gabriel frojii the copy 

on the '■‘Hidden Tablet’^ that he who 

alters a j)ause, or a letter, or wlio, without in the least 
altering tlie sense, adds or takes away even a letter, is 
guilty of a very grave olfeiice. The consequence of this is 
that the spelling of many words in the Quran follow special 
and peculiar rules, to which rules again Ihere are many 
exctiptions. The following are some of tlie rules of the 
liasmu’l-khatt. 

1. The \ of masculine plurals ending in and ^ is 
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written above* the word if it oceiire more tlmu twice in 
the Qm-iin, if the ^ is not followed by a. aAV or .v;^ ; e.<j., 

not not Tlicro are twf) 

words wliidi do not occur more tliaii twice, and are 
therefore exceptions; <v/., in tlje 3rd jiiz, 13th riikiit 

and in the Otli juz, 18th niku‘, in the 1st jnz, otli 

rnku% and in the 3rd jiiz, lotli rukiV. There is one 
exceptnni. The word althongli it occurs oidy 

once, that is, in the 2nd juz, 3rd rukic, is not written 

I ^ 

but as though it occurred more tlian twice. 

^ I - c ■ 

2. Final \ drops liofore aii aflixed pronoun, ^v/., 

9 . ’ i “ ‘ 

not 

3. Tlie conjunction is never joined witli the tVdlow- 

9 *’0 (. 

iitg word, c'u/., *JkJo ^,1, *Li) not •‘iiid 

4. 'I’he i of b (O!) is never written, (() 

Adam)!) not b; U-b n')t Ud b. 

5. Willi tlic cxcc])tion of live words, the lain (J) of tlio 
definite article J1 is joined by taslidid to the initial lam of 
the following- word, and only one lam is written, e'.//., j_Jt 

not . The exceiitions arc i ,1!! ^Jil 

6. Tlie \ of the feminine plural ending in lZJ\ is written 

, Co*’ ^ ^ ^ 

above, not vtc. 

* AlUiougli I sjicak of the \ :is written above, yet it must be reinornbored 
that it is only placed there for eoiiveiiieiico and in order tliat the readers 
may remember it. It is called 4 ^^ 1 (Kbaii jjiri Alif). IJeforo 

the invention of the short A'owels, &.c. it would not liavo been 

WTitton at all, and if a Quran were now to be w’ritten without t 
(a thing never done) this would not appear. ^ 
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7. In such words as and (yastahyi) the final 

4 ^ is sounded twice, tliough only written once. The 
second may be written of a smaller size and in red ink, 
thus showing that it was not in the original text. If, 
Iiowover, a pronoun is affixed, the is written twice, 

o ^ c. y 

e.g., 

8. Tlie followiiig words substitute ^ for \ Avitliout any 

\ ^ \ >■ \ \ » ^ 

cbaiijye in pronunciation, e.g., 

If, liowcver, finy one of these words {ifoverns another word 
in the possessive ease the \ returns, e.g., ‘ thy 

prayers,’ il^, &c. 


-* ✓ y * 


9. In such words as ^ joined 

O ✓ L- / X O-'-' w-.'' 

by JoJulJ', but in they are separate ; 

^ o ^ 

and iLvLi^ retain the second ^ but place over it. 


10. The words should have under- 

stood, but not written (except in red) before the (»->), thus 
, b . It reads Jibra'il. Tlie pronunciation , Ij 

(Jibril) has arisen from the readers forgetting this rule. 

11, Phe \ in ..X^Ljuu^ 


should be written above, thus AJu 

1 ike. 


/ 3^ O yi O - 

12. In and the various forms of this verb 

is used without a being under it. The usual form of the 

y-^ox- y^ox- 

first would be jLuo , the \ then becomes ; but to 

write it thus Avould bo Avrong : the a must not appear. 

13. In the folloAving Avords an \ appears at the end of 
each, though it is quite unnecessary and is not sounded. 


e.g., \ys-i.j - . There is 
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one exception to this rule. It occni’S in the Sdratu’n-Nisd, 
‘‘ He pardons them.” 

14. The following, though plural forms, have no U jG 

and in every jdace ; in the Suratul-Baiira; in 

the Suratu’s-8aba ; ^ in the iSuratul-huripin ; in 
Suratu’l-Haslir. 

15. 1 is in every instance inserted after .M, 

&c. ; also takes \ after it in all 
places except six, viz., once each in Surahs Yiisuf, ^Mihiiin, 
Jainn‘ah, Biiruj, and twice in Shratu's-Sij«lali. 

16. The that is, the J wliicli means ‘for,’ is in 

^ j r ^ 

four pla(;os written ajiart from tlie Avord it governs, c.r/., 
J Ui iu Suratu’n-Nisa ; J L< in Siiratn’l-Kalif ; 

/ Si \ ^ ^ 

J to ill Suriitii'l-Knrqan; J Ui in iSunita 

’l-araVivij. " 

^ ^ ^ -i ^ ^ 

17. appears three times without U ‘ol. It is so 
altered once eacli in the Surahs Taubali, Zuhriii' and 
Itahman. 

P x' y ^ < /y O'' 

18. The AVords j.L', similar Avords 

are pronounced as if tliere Avere two Avaws ( •) in each, 
Ikiwiid, not Daud. The second • is sometimes Avritleii in 
red ink to remind the reader of tliis rule. 

ISh The ] of tlie pronoun \j] is not pronounced by all 

y y \ ~ I 

the readers, so Ul XI becoines U-CS. Jmiim Nafi, a (,)ari, 

^ . y 

alAA^ays pronounced it. 

20. Foreign AVords are Avritten thus: , 

not , t^c. 

In the Siiratu’l-Baqrd ^j\ instead of occurs once. 

k >• " s " 

21. The 1 of c:jUb£? and each \ which comes after J 
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is written above, . ^b ,-- 

22. If a movable liamza is preceded by a (piiescent letter 

y 9 O -i 

the A is nf)t written under it, e.g., J_uu not Jt.... ; 
not i'jdi 'Ji- 

23. Some tenses are shortened, both in writing and 
icijidiug, Avlien with the next word there would be tAvo 

? ^ o v c X y ^ 

jazras ^-ih , Suratu’l-Asra; 

9 ^ 9 c. y O . ^ aSo y C>^ wo oy 

aJJl for ,ilJ\^,.«.j,Suratu’sh-Shuaia’; cIjJUjo for cIaII^Jo, 
Siiratu’l-Qamr; cLobjJicJuus for Suratu’l-‘Alaq: 

O r' O cy O O Cj» 

o foi' ^{ 3 , Siiratu’l-Yunus. In Siiratu 

’1-Hi'id there is one (;ase Avhero i_S is dropped, althougli tAvo 
jazniH do not occur, e.ff., for . 

24. In some woixls an extra 1 is written but not pro- 

O "i ✓ O y 

noiiiicod iu reading-, : “(Certainly, they wouhl 

have broken aAvay,” Surah iii, 15o ; .ji!\ ]\ "^ : “Vei-ilv 

unto (u)d,’’ Siirah iii, 152; IJmjCd : “Certainly we 

Avould have followed thee,’’ Siu’ali iii, 160 ; for 

; “ of a tiling,” Surah xviii, v. 23 ; cJy. y'f ] 'i : “They 

oy 

wouhl ceidaiidy have folloAved thee,” Siirah ix, 42 ; ^ : 

“(Jertaiidy they had liurried about among you,” Siirali ix, 47. 

25. In some Avords the takes as oUi Siiratu 

_ >- • - 

’1-An‘si.m ; ^-Ub' in Siiratu’l-Yunus ; j in 

Siiratu’n-Naml; ,.r< in Suratu’t-Tuna; (__jU«s.n ol _« 

in Siiratu sh-Sliuara ; ^ ^[ji\ iu Siiratu’l-Haslir. 

^ • 

2(). In ^JL< Hi “Certainly, I Avill fill,” the 1 is dropped and 
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is put without any itncku* it, e.g., . In Siiratu 

-i 

’1-AhzabtIiolastl ofthe words SajuJI , is retained, 

contrary to tlie rule which sa 3 \s that when J\ is prefixed 
the \ of the objective case drops. In Suratu’l-(Juraisli the 

words ^ (“For the union of the Quraish, their 

union,” &c.) are read as if Avritten thus: ^ 

tliougli the is not written. 

A man who has any real claim to tlie honourable} title of. 
a Hafiz must not only be conversant Avitli all the details I 
have now given, but he must also know the ‘•various 
readings’ of the seven famous Qaris 1 hav^e 

already g'iveii the names of these men. Each of tliem hud 
two disciples. Such a discijde is cadled a Ihivi.* There are 
also tliree Qdrfs (each of whom also had two disciples), 
whose readings arc sometimes used when llie Quran is 
recited privately, but not when used in a liturgical S(.‘rvice. 

A tradition records tiiat Abii Ibn ]\ab being troubled in 
mind when ho heard the Quran recited in various Avays 
s])oko to the Prophet about it. “ 1 lis Highness said, ‘O Abu 
Ibn Kab! intelligence Avas sent to me to road the (Jiu*an in 
one dialect, and I was attentive to the Court of (iod, and 
said: ‘Make the reading of the Quran easy to my sects.’ 
These instructions wore sent to me the second time saying : 
‘Head the Quriin in two dialects.’ Then I turned myself 
to the Court of God, saying: ‘Make the reading of the 
Quran easy to my sects,^ Then a voice came to me the 
third time, saying: ‘Read the Quran in seven dialects.’” 

This justifies the use of ‘seven readings’ (l .^ yAji 

T^h'du’d-din in his famous commentary follows the qini’at 
of tuo v^ari Imam Abii ‘Umr. 'I'liose Avho belong to the 

‘ The word Ravi literally means a “ narmtor.” It is toelmically applied 
to those disciples of a Qari who made or narrated, the ‘ readings * 

adopted bj their master. 





354 


APPENDIX A. 


Mazhab (sect) of Imam As Shafi‘i j)refer this qim at. Imdm 
‘Asim bad two famous disciples, Abii Bakr and Hals. The 
qba’at of Hafs, or rather of ‘Asim as made known by Hafs, 
is the one almost universally used in India. The qird’at 
of Ndfi of Madina is preferred in Arabia, and is highly 
valued by most theological writers. 

In many cases the sense is not at all affected, but the 
difference has given rise to many disputes. In the year 
323 A.H. Ibn Shanabud, a resident of Baghdad, recited 
the Quran, using a qird^at not familiar to his audience. He 
was severely punished and liad to adopt a more familiar 
‘ reading.’ 

In order to show the nature of the changes thus made, 
I shall now give in a tabular form the various readings in 
two Surahs of the Quran. They afford a sufficient illustra- 
tion of what is meant by the term qira’at. 

Each of the seven Qtirfs had two Ravis, or disciples, from 
whose testimony the qira’at approved of by their master is 
known. The three Qdrfs of lesser note also had two 
disciples each. It occasionally happens that there is a 
difference of opinion between the two followers of some 
particular Qari with regard to the I’eading their master 
preferred. In order to show this diversity of opinion, each 
Rdvf, as well as each Qdrf, has a distinctive letter, which is 
technically known as the ‘ramz’ When 

both of the Rdvfs agree as to the reading preferred by their 
master, the ramz of the Qdrf only is inserted on the margin 
of the Quran. It is not then necessary to add the ramiiz 
of the Rdvis, because it is only by their evidence that the 
qird’at of the Qdrf is known. They never give an opinion 
of their own on the text, but only bear witness to the 
opinion of their master.^ If, however, the ramz of one of 


* All that a critical Muslim can now do is to ascertain the ‘readings,* 
iido]itod by the Qaris; there can be no further emendation of the text, wliich 
is by the orthodox supposed to bo perfect. 
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the two Ilavjs is given, it signifies that according to liis 
testimony the qira’at he gives is the one approved of by 
the Qari whose disciple he is. If the two Kavls differ in 
their evidence as to tlieir master’s opinion, the ramz of 
each Ravi is given with the qird’at each contends for as 
the one approved of by his master. 

In the tabular form I shall use the letter (ramz^ by wliicli 
each Qari and each Ravi is knoAvn, instead of continually 
repeating the name in full ; but I must first give tlie letters 
(raniuz) alluded to. In the following table the distinctive 
letter will be inserted under the name of each Qari and 
of cacli Ravi. 

The seven Qaris and their disciples : — 


Second Uavf. 

First Ravi. 

Qtrf. 

i 



/ 


>1 

Zl 





Ji,< .2 




9 


.O 

o 

1, 

z. 



^Ic .4 

r 

j 




.5 



w 

L5^ V*:'' 

jb 

lt*/ 

6 



9 



cl: 


J 
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Tho three QAn« of lesser note and their disciples are 
thus distinguished : — 


Second Kavi. 

First Ravi. 

Qilrf. 


A 




*1- 

J 

t 


r-v 

Lr'l3j 


A 

LT- 

c 

c. 

*13 

u^.A 

..r .. * \ 

O j3 

.^'1 

u^. 




In the following table the first coluinii contains tho 
words of which there are different readings ; the second, 
tho symbolic letters of the Qurfs and Kdvis who 

approve of tlie reading as given in the first column; the 
third column includes under the term Wlj (others) tho 
names of all Qdris and Rtivis not given in the second; tho 
fourth column gives the reading preferred by the authorities 
represented in the third column. For example : — 






From this it appears the Qaris Ya‘qub (j^), ‘Asim 
Kisa 1 ( j), and Khalaf-i-Kiifi (^— ^), approved of the reading 
Miilik ; whereas every other Qari approved of Malik 

(eJAi)- As a general rule there are only two ‘readings.’ 


S uratu’bFtitihah. — ^ 

\ 




u ^ 


‘Si O 


ciXJU 

^ 'H 


^ TJio Surat u*l -Fat iliali is the opening Surah of tlio fii*st juz. I have 
introduced it here ns it occupies such an important place in the Namaz. Tho 
Shratu’ri-Naba is the first Surah of the last juz, or Juz-i>‘Am 
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I 


Siiratu’n-Naba. — LOJl J yy^ 




c fi I <. .' ✓ 


jpk 




& y 


WwO J-vIl 


L-U! J^l 


j*.Oy 


/'■ ^C-y' * ^ 


Lvi 








* The^ placed under the ^ signifies that the *' above it is to be read as a 
long vowel. It is in accordance with the Kasnm’l-Khatt to write J not J at 
the end of words where a (^) would come. 
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^ ^ f y I < ^ 

..in « 


u:^J. 



cJ ^ 0 t 


\j 1^3 



CJ li .) 1 

Ul^ cl-oIG 


uy^'j 


vJ ^ 

✓ o 

» 





-#1 <*>->■ 




uJ ^ 

li Lwui*^ 

O/gi 




/y<* 

!^1 



C-? . Cl? J 

c^'- 





3 

<lLAJu.ar»-l , 



<i_ 

yic>'c >• >o^ 

•C) o 




v> ^ y ^ L, ^ 




c> Cl? 1 

(f 





J 

<i> Cxx 

L\^. 

V 



CL? o 

<» 

LlTj 

^ "Si 



J 

X y^ ^ 

<— >, 

• ^ 




c** * 

/ 1 o * 




1 c ^ 


ur'^'j 

c-c! 



■6 ^ 




C» W» y \ yt. y' 

U^aOUII 

✓ 



L-> 

\Lj3 

>’>■ >» 



O 

y** o >• 

.0 e^jl 

y'y' 


J- 

r ^ 

»li. 

ty \ 








- t-* ^ J 
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THE LAW OF JIHAD. 

The subject of Jihad, or sacred war, does not properly 
belong to tho questions considered in this book ; but the 
method in which some of the more enlightened Indian 
Muslims deal with it is worthy of notice. I have already 
explained (pp. 193— 199) their attitude towards orthodox 
Isldm. The statements of Maiilavi Cheragh ‘Alf, in his 
learned work, the Critical Exposition of the Law of Jihdd, 
further illustrate what 1 have there said. I shall now 
briefly state the case, and then show how a liberal-minded 
Muslim writer deals witli it. 

There are two great divisions of the world — Ddru’l- 
Isldm, where Muslim law and rule are supreme, and IJdrul- 
Harb, where non -Muslims exercise supreme authority. 
Strictly speaking, Muslims in a Ddru’l-IIarb should fight ; 
but as this is in most cases difficult to do, the law doctors 
have laid dowm certain conditions under which a Ddru'l- 
Harb becomes, for all practical purposes, a Ddru'l- Isldm, 
and so a place where Muslims can live in peace. Speaking 
generally, a country is regarded as Ddru’I-Isldm when the 
public prayers, the Namdz, are said without let or hindrance, 
and the two great feasts, the "Idul-Mtr and the ‘IduT-Azl.id, 
are openly celebrated. 

There are verses in the Qurdn which speak kindly of Jews 
and Christians, but these have been abrogated by later ones. 
Thus, the verse : “ They who follow the Jewish religion and 
the Christian and the Sabeites, whoever of them believeth in 
God and the last day and doeth what is right, shall have their 
reward with their Lord ; fear shall not come upon them, 

nor shall they be grieved” (S. ii. 59), is said to have been 
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abrogated by “ Whoso desireth any other religion than 
Islilm, that religion shall not be accepted from him, and in 
the next world lie shall be among the lost” (S. iii. 79). 
So also, “ Dispute not, unless in kindly sort, with the 
people of the book Jews and Christians), save with 
such as have dealt wrongfully with you” (S. xxix. 45), is 
abrogated by the famous “ verse of the sword,” — “ When the 
sacred months are passed, kill those who join gods with 
Cod, wherever ye find them, and besiege them and lay wait 
for them with every kind of ambush; but, if they repent 
and observe prayer and pay the obligatory alms, then let 
them go their way ” (S. ix. 5). Other verses which incul- 
cate the duty of Jilnld are: Fight for the cause of God” 
(S. ii. 245), and ‘‘0 Believers! what possessed you that, 
when it was said to you ‘ March forth on the way of God,’ 
ye sank heavily downwards? Wliat ! prefer ye the life of 
this world to the next?” (S. ix. 38). 

The duty, being based on clear texts of the Qurdn, is 
then a farz one, that is, one incumbent on all. The law- 
books are also clear on the point. In the Hiddya we read, 
“ The destruction of the sword is incurred by the infidels, 
although they be not the first aggressors.” The Kifilya, a 
commentary on the Hiddya, is plainer still: “Fighting 
against the infidels who do not become converts to Isldrii 
and do not pay the capitation tax is incumbent, though 
they do not first attack.” Tliis is supported by the text. 
Fight against them till strife be at an end, and the reli- 
gion be all of it God’s ” (S. viii. 40). The Sair-i-Qabfr, a 
Turkish law-book, states it to be the duty of the Sultdn 
“ to see that the Musalmdn frontiers are never lessened, 
that the infidels are called upon to embrace Isldm, that true 
believers are urged to strive in the Jihdd.” 

The summons to Jihdd must be based on a legal founda- 
tion, and one leading principle is that the country in which 
it takes place should be Ddru’l-Ilarb. This has led to 
much controversy. Some years ago, preachers of a Jihdd 
gave much trouble in India, and quiet orderly Musalmdns 
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who did not wish to rebel, and yet found it difficult to resist 
the religious obligation resting upon them, at last met the 
difficulty, not by disputing the lawfulness of Jihild in the 
abstract, but by denying that India was a country in which 
it could lawfully be made. The subject was duly considered 
and authoritative decisions were arrived at. Two distinct 
sets of legal opinions liave been given by the Sunni autho- 
rities and set forth by the Muhammadan Literary Society 
of Calcutta. One set of Maulavies decide that India is 
Ddru'l-Harb, the other that it is Ddru’l-Ishlm, and then 
curiously enough both parties declare that Jihdd in it is 
quite unlawful. Those who say it is Ddni'l-llarb maintain 
that, as Muslims in India enjoy full religious liberty and 
have no strength to fight, Jihad is not lawful. The following 
is this Fatvd, dated July 17, 1870: — 

“ The IMiisalinAiis liore are protected by Christians, and there 
is no Jihtid in a country where protection is afforded, as the 
al)sence of protection and liberty between Musalmc^ns and infidels 
is essential in a religious war, and that condition dot?s not exist 
here ; besides, it is necessary that there should bo a possibility of 
victory to MiisalniAns and glory to the Indians. If tlicrc he no 
such probability, the JihAd is unlawful.” 

Tlie second condition — a probability of victory — leaves 
tlie question oi)en, and guards the Maulavies from the cliarge 
of weakness in declaring Jihild unlawful. It is not legal 
noio ; that is all they assert. Tlie question was also referred 
to tlie leailers in Mecca of tlie three principal Sunni sects. 
Tlie question was thus put : — 

“ What is yoiir oj)inion (May your greatnfiss rtonlinue for ever !) 
on tliis question : Whether tlie country of lliiidustAn, the rulers 
f)f which are Cliristiaiis, ainl who do not interfere with all the 
injunctions of Ish'iin, such as the ordinary daily prayers, the prayers 
of the ‘Ids; but do authorise departure from a few of tlie injunc- 
tions of Islam, such as the permission to inherit the property of 
the MubammadAn ancestor to one wdio clianges his religion and 
hecoMies a Christian, is Darud-IslAm or notl Answer the above, 
for which God wdll reward you.” 
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The Mufti of Mecca, the head of the Ilaiilfi sect, an- 
swered : — 

“As long as even some of the peculiar observances of Isldni 
prevail in it, it is the Ddru'l-Isldm.” 

The Mufti of the SluUi’l sect said: — 

“ Yes, as long as oven some of the peculiar observances of 
Isldin prevail in it, it is DArul-IsUm.” 

The Mufti of the Maliki said : — 

“ It is written in the commentary of Dasokl that a country of 
IslAm does not become DArii*l-Harb as soon as it passes into the 
hands of the infidels, but only when all or most of the injunctions 
of IsIAm disappear therefrom.” 

They all call India Ddru’l-Tslam, but they carefully 
abstain from saying whether Jihad is lawful or not. Appa- 
rently they still leave it an open question. 

The Calcutta Muhammaddn Society has gone further, and 
has definitely stated that Jihdd can by no means be lawfully 
made in a DdruT-Isldm, which they declare India to be. 
They support their position by a reference to the Fatvd-i- 
‘Alamgirf, which states the conditions under which a DdruT- 
Isldm becomes a DdruT-Harb. They are — 

“(i.) AVlien the rule of infidels is openly exercised, and the 
ordinances of IslAm are not observed. 

“ (2.) When it is in such contiguity to a country which is DAru’l- 
Harb that no city of DdruT-Islam intervenes between that country 
and Diinfl-Harb, 

“ (3.) Tliat no MusalniAu is found in the enjoyment of religious 
liberty, nor a Zimiiii (an infidel who has accepted the tenns of 
pernuuient subjection to MusaliiiAn rule) under the same terms as 
he enjoyed mider the government of IslAm.” ^ 

The question is, however, in an unsatisfactory state, for 
one well-known legal authority lays down the law thus : — 


^ These fatvas are given in Sir W. W. Hunter’s work, Our Indian Musal- 
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'‘When a country of Islam falls into the hands of the 
infidels, it remains a country of Islam, if the infidels re- 
tain Muhammadan governors and Muliammadaii judges, 
and do not introduce their own regulations.*' According to 
this theory, India is Daru’l-Harb. In any case, the uncer- 
tainty of the law and the varying fatvas afford gi’eat oppor- 
tunity to fanatics to give trouble to the ruling power, and 
to peaceably-minded Muhammadans. 

This difficulty is, however, got rid of by the latest at- 
tempt to deal with the subject. Maulavi Clieragh ‘Alf^ 
maintains that all the wars of Muhammad were defensive, 
and that no argument for Jihdd can be deduced from the 
Quran at all. This is delightfully simple, and if the 
‘Ulamd of Constantinople, and the learned professors in the 
great College of Al-Azlnir in Cairo, would discard Abu 
llanifa and his teaching, and cast away their legal text- 
books, it would, no doubt, be a blessing to many a land 
and many a home. I have already shown (p. 195) this 
writer’s attitude tow^ards the canonical law, and so I need 
now quote only the following statement : “ All tlie fighting 
injunctions in tlie Qurdii are, iii the first place, only for 
self-defence, and none of them lias any reference to making 
war offensively. In the second place, they are transitory 
in their nature. The Muhaminaddii Common Law is 
wrong on this point where it allows unbelievers to be 
attacked without provocation.” 

Maulavi Clierdgh ‘All next deals with the meaning of 
the word Jihdd itself. It is said that the classical mean- 
ing of Jaliada and Jdhada is that a person ‘‘ laboured 
vigorously," and that the meaning of “ fighting an enemy ” 
is a post-classical and technical one. Tlie classical age ^ is 
that of the poets before the time of Muhammad, after 
whose death foreign words crept in and the language be- 

^ I regret to say that this highly cultured and liberal-minded Muhanimn- 
diin gentleman died last year. He was one of the ablest men of the new 
school of Muslims in India. 

2 Muslim writers call this “ the days of ignorance.” 
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came more or less corrupt. It is maintained that Jakd, 
Jihdd, and their derivatives are to be rendered according to 
the classical usage of the term, when it would not lueaii 
fighting in warfare,” for which the Arabic words JIarah 
and Kitdl do service. JaU and its derivatives occur in 
thirty-six verses. Setting aside those which cannot pos- 
sibly refer to war, the rest are said to be of two kinds. 
First, those which occur in the Meccan Siirahs, and 
secondly those in the Sdrahs which were delivered at 
Madina. Maulavi Clieragh ‘AH asserts that those in the 
second class, which are generally interpreted to mean 
“ fighting,” should be used in the sense of “ strenuous 
exertion,” as is done in the earlier Siirahs. “ I fully admit,” 
he says, “ that in the post-classical language of the Arabs, 
the word Jihiid was used to signify warfare ; ” but “ it is 
obviously improper to apply the post-classical meaning of 
the word when it occurs in the Quran.” The argument 
used is that a purely conventional meaning of the word 
Jihdd came into use after the time of Muhammad, and that 
the Canonical Legists have affixed that meaning to the 
word in the Qurdn, and so have built up an entirely wrong 
system. 

A careful analysis of all the texts bearing on tlie sub- 
ject is made. Some present great difficulties, but it is laid 
down as a principle of interpretation that those which seem 
to declare the duty of Jihad must be read in connection 
with other passages in whicli the permission or the call to 
fight is only conditional. Thus: “When two command- 
ments, one conditional and the other general or absolute, 
are found on the same subject, the conditional is to be 
preferred, and the absolute should be construed as con- 
ditional. ” 

It is further stated that the wars of Mul.iammad were 
defensive, and that, therefore, the verses referring to them 
“ are strictly temporary and transitory in their nature,” for 
the circumstances were purely local. The ninth Siirah is 
generally supposed to have been given at the end of the 
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ninth year of the Hijiali, but Maulavi Cheragh ‘AH, in 
opposition to Noldeke, one of tlie greatest Qurdiiic scholars 
of the day, considers that the opening verses were delivered 
ill the eighth year, while Muhammad was marching against 
Mecca, and that, therefore, they have a limited and local 
application, and not a general one forming a rule for all 
time. This is very ingenious, but it is in striking opposi- 
tion to the law doctors, who hold them to be of general 
application, and to wliom it matters little wliether they 
were revealed in the eighth or the ninth year. 

The next step in this most recent treatment of the sub- 
ject is to substitute otlier readings for some of the words in 
the Qiinin. The verso, “Whoso light for tlie cause of Gotl, 
their works He will not suffer to miscarry ” (S. xlvii. 5), is 
disposed of by the suggestion of another reading, Kotdu ^ 
— “those wlio are killed” — for the word in the text, 
Kdtalit — “those who kill or light.” If this explanation is 
not accepted, tlicn it must be interpreted by other verses 
which mean figliling in self-defence, such as, “ Kiglit for 
the cause of God against those wlio light against you ; but 
commit not the injustice of attacking them first ” (S. xl. 
186). This is the standard text to which all doubtful 
])assages must be brouglit, and however difficult it may be 
to do so, they must, according to Maulavi Cheragh ‘All, be 
interpreted in connection with it. 

In order still further to prove the defensive character of 
the wars of Muhammad, a diflerent reading of another verse 
is adopted. Hor “liave fought” — YohUclmia , — the words 
“have been fought” — Yokdtaluna — are substituted, so that 
the verse reads not “ a sanction is given to those who 
fight,” but “a sanction has been giveu to those who 
have been fought” (S. xxii. 40). The passive form is 
adopted by the Qdrls ‘Amir and ‘Asim of Kiifah as recorded 


^ This is the reading adopted by the Rjivl Haf$, who has recorded the 
qira’at of ‘Asim of Kufah. Tlie Qdri Abu ‘Umr also supports this reading. 
All the rest of the Qiirls arc against it, and support the text, “Those who 
kill or fight,” which has, therefore, overwhelming authority in its favour. 
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by Hafs. All the other Qdrfs retain the active form. In 
the Commentary of Jahilnd-din, this very verse is quoted 
as the first verse whieli descended from heaven to authorise 
Jihdd, so that there is good authority for YohdtelUna — 
‘‘ have fought.” However, it is only fair to say that 
Maiilavi Chcrdgli ‘ All does not rest his case on a disputed 
reading, and the loss of the support he thought he had from 
this verse will not affect it much. 

Such is a very brief outline of the most recent work on 
Jihdd. It is undoubtedly the best position for enlightened 
Musalrndns to adopt, altliougli it brings them into conflict 
with all the canonists of preceding ages, and with the views 
of commentators and theologians of all the various sects. 



INDEX 


Abrooation, 72-78 
Ablutions, 253-257 
Akhir-i-chc^r-Shamba, 313 
•Alam, 307, 309, 310 
Aldwa, 306, 310 

‘All, proclaimed Khalif, 91 ; death of, 
92 ; character of, 92 ; divine right 
of, 94 ; Muhammad’s opinion of, 
96 

Almsgiving (see Zakitt) 

‘Ainm, 60 

Anbiyd 209, 334 

Angels, 199; as intercessors, 200; 
Kiriimu’l-Kiltibin, 201 ; in charge 
of heaven and hell, 201 ; Hdrdt 
and Mdrtit, 202 ; Munkar and 
Nakir, 204 
A ‘rdf, 227 
‘Arafah, 315 
Architecture, 163 
Ajfdr Khdna, 315 
Asdr-i-Shadf, 315 

Al-A8h‘ari, 179; doctrines of, iSi- 
182, 236 

‘Ashdr Khdna, 307 
‘Ash^ira, 31 1, 316 
AttaMydt, 262 
Ay at, ^ 

Azdn, 259 

Bab, call of, 135 ; commencement of 
mission of, 137 ; engages in con- 
troversy, 139 ; condemnation of, 
141 ; character of, 142 
Bdbis, sect of, 133; growth of, 139; 
persecution of, 141, 143-144 ; divi- 
sions of, 144 ; dt)ctrine 3 of, 146- 
149 ; prospects of, 152 
Bakar-‘ld, 321-326 


Bdrd Wafdt. 313 
Barzakh, 228 

Behd’ullah, 145, 146 ; writings of, 
150; death of, 149; personal ap- 
pearance of, 1 51 
Bid‘at, 19, 316 

Books, sacred, number of, 206 ; 
attestation of Qurdn to, 207 ; re- 
jection of, 208 
Bridge (Sirdjj), 226 

Christ Jesus, accompanies Al-Mahdi, 
99; a prophet, 209; sinless, 216; 
second advent of, 230 
Creeds, 163 

Dalalat, 65 
D.arAd, 262 

Ddru^l-Tlarb and Bdru’l-Isliim, 359 
Barwishes, 118-120 
Du‘d, 257, 262, 267 
Duties of religion, 251-252 

Ezkijs, 145 

Faith, 165 
Fasting (see Rozah) 

Fatih ah, 260 
Fit rat, 251 

Ghusl, 255 

God, Wahhilbl conception of, i6l ; 
attributes of, 166-167, 172, 185 

Hadis (see Tradition) 

Haft Sifdt, 167 

Hajj, 251 ; obligation of, 287 ; details 
' of, 288-298 
Hdji, 288 

Hajru’l-Aawad, 291 



INDEX 


368 

Harf, 66 

ifell, divisions of, 232 ; relation of 
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Hiivi, 354 ; symbols of, 355 
Resurrection, 220; events preceding, 
221-233 

Rozah, 250, 279-2S3 

Rnba‘iyat of ‘Unir Khayyiliii, 126-- 
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Primal Will, 146, 148 
Prophets, 209 ; rank of, 210 ; in- 
spiration of, 21 1 ; sinlessness of, 
213; sinfulness of, 214-216; 
miracles of, 217 

(^apam-T-Rasi'l, 314 
Qadriaris, 234 

54j 341 ; Ky^*d 5 ols of, 355 
Qias, its nature, 35; illustrations of, 36 
Qh'iViit, 54, 353; of two Surahs, 
3 S<"^- 35 « 

Quri'm, revelation of, 2 ; brought by 
Gabriel, 5 ; a miracle, 6 ; first and 
second editions of, lO ; origin of. 
14; inspiration of, 47; nio«lcs of 
revelation of, 49 51 ; dialects of, 
53 ; various readings of, 55, 170, 
357j 3^5 ' gradual revelation of. 
57 ; abrogation of verses of, 58, 
73-78 ; words of, 59 ; sentences 
of, 61-63 ; de<lncti«»n of arguments 
from, 65 ; letters of, 66 ; verses of, 
67 ; chapters of, 68 ; other divi- 
sions of, 70-71, 335; eternal 
nature of, 79, So: disputes as to 
nature of, 177-17S, iSS-igi ; best 
time for, and place of reatiing of, 
335: Sijdah verses of, 339; pro 
nnneiation of, 342; symbols for 
pauses in reading of, 342-346 ; 
other syinViols, 347 ; peculiar sjiell- 
iug of, 3.48-352 


JSapaqah, 281, 2S3, 318 
Sahaij, 282 

Sahit, 257-262; times of, 263 ; of 
varums degrees «)f obligation, 263- 
265 ; various kinds of, 265, 278; 
Fatva on, 301 305 
Sifalians, 173 
JSihahu’s-Sittah, 21, S3 
Sipara, 70 

Sin, greater and lesser, 213 
•Sinit, 226 
Shab Burdt, 315 
Shafa‘jit, 159 
Shaikhis, T 34 135 

Shi ‘alls, origin of, 90-94 ; creed of, 
98 

Shirk, 157 ; various kinds of, 158 
Siibh-i'K/.« 4 , r44-T45, 15 1 
Sufiism, 107; princij^les of, loS- 109 ; 
osoti ric leaching of, ill; stages of, 
114; end of, 1 15; aids to, 116; 
weakness of, I17 ; connection with 
Babiism, 146 
Snrali, 6fS 

Sniinat, natnn- of, 15 ; importance 
of, 17 ; liow kmiwii, 21 ; present 
inllueiico of, 290 

j Ta‘a\v\vu^, 259 
! Taba‘iii, 8 
! Tahrif, 20S 
; Takhirs, 258-262 
I Tashahhnd, 252, 262 
' Tasniiya, 260 
i Tauhid, 126 
I Tawdf, 2S9, 293 
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Tayiimmum, 256 
Ta‘ziyah, 307, 310 
Til;'ivvat, 333 
Traditions, iiaturo of, 16; collections 
of, 21, S3- 84 ; classification of, 86- 
S7 ; abrogation of, 88 

T 7 :\iJt JviiAYYAM, youtli of, 123 ; char- 
acter of, 124; Itnba'iyat of, 125 - 
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dbnrali, 289 
‘I'l'i, 33 

•Uiv, 314 

IJsdl and FariV, 1O9] 


Wahhaiuism, origin of, 153 -154; 
growth of, 155 ; decadence of, 156; 
in India, 156; basis of, 157; 
dogmas of, 158-160 ; result of, 162 
Wald, 47 
Wajib, 257 

Wd<|i‘a Khan, 307, 308 
Wazu, 252 
Witr, 264 

Zahir, 61 < 

Zakat, 251, 283-2S7 
Zanizani, 293, 297 
Ziinriil, 272 


C( IKHIOENDA. 

Page 49, footnote, for “ Moulvies” rrad “Maiilavis.” 
„ 5 ^, line 25, /or “liafs” read “ I lafs.'* 

„ 60, „ 7, far “ Sulat rcod “ SaliU.” 

„ 124, ,, 29, for “rights’* rrtid. “rites.” 
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THE FAITH OF ISLAM 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS 

“The importance of a Vjook of tbiH kind is very It stands to tiic Korfin 

as one of Dr. Tristram's orations before tbe .hnlicial Oonimittee of the Privy 
Council does to tbe New Testament. Mr. Sell’s account of the gra<Iiial growth 
of the system of traditional authority, and tlie fruitless resistance to its 
paralysing influence, is deeply interesting, and will belj* Ktiglisb readers to 
understand more accurately tbe real diflicitUies <»f Islam as a Stat<i religion.” — 
STAJil.KY Lank PoonE in tbe Amdi-my, 

“This volume gives us more valuable iuforinaiion about tbe ilo<;trines and 
polity of Islam than any book of moderate size that wo are acijuainted with in 
tbe English language. l^Ir. Sell's expositi<ui of tlie pi ineijdes of Islam is derived 
from original and authentic sources and from long intcroourse with learned 
students and teaebors of Musalman law. His di duciions from these principles 
appear to us unanswerable, and they are in agreement witli the best antboi iiies. 

. . . AVe trust IMr. Sell's book will be widely - -Spectator. 

" His book is no e<uiipilation from other European authors. Ho draws almost 
entirely from AI uliammadaii authorities, and gives us the result of bis own 
observations as to tbe action upon men and society of the great leligion which 
be has set himself to .study. IMoreover, be has evecuted bis task in a manner 
which merits, n]»oii tbe wbolo, very gieat praise. . . . Its special value lies in 

this — that it supplies materials serviceable for e,ompaiativ(‘ purposes.” Nf. 

domes’ (/o:c(tc. 

“ Mr. Sell’s ‘ Faith of Islam ’ is a minute expo.sition of the tenets and doctrines 
of a religion which has an immcn.se iniimrtance for Engli-shmen. In the work 
Ix'fore u.s the practical and si)ecuhitive ideas of IMuluunmadanisin are so fairly 
and clearly <liscussed, aiul every detail of observance, ami iloctiine so ]ilainly set 
forth, that a diligc.nt study of it willidaei* the reader «|uit«‘ an coonnif. with the 
iileaa of IMo.slem tlioologian.s .” — ^Sotardoy llceicin, 

“ Mr. Sell has supplied us with a very valuable and interesting band-book, 
enabling us to understand wliat IMnhanimailanism in India, really is.” — /irilhh. 
Qvo.Hcrly Itn-ie tv. 

“A very valuable and inijmitant contribution to onr knowledge of the .subject 
t>f winch it treats.” -Tahlcl, 

*‘ThislKK»k will he a vjiluahlo :iid to the politician as well as to tin; itiissiojiary- 
wlmse occupatioTi calls for an und<'r.sia.ndiiig of the principles of l.shim ; while 
it i>oss<?sses a considerable ainointt of interest for the gejunal ii ader. It i.s a 
concise anil yet complete epitome t»f tlie religiou.s .sy,stem of Islam ; ami as such 
is invaluable to tlie missionary, or to the oflicial whose w«nk lies amongst 
Alnsalnian jieujdes .” — Modras Mod, 

■‘TIk; work camtains tlie be.st e.xaiiiiiiation of Islam, a.s a .systi in, and ajiart 
fiom tlie life of its ffiimder and it.s historieal relation.s, that we know of ; wliile 
at the same time it is fna; from ]»roIixit.y ami admiiably e.lear ami i“(‘.a<lal.)le.''— 
(^tfrnlta licricv'. duly 1S8I. 

*‘It i.s a good compendium of the pa.sl ami presmit fads of Islam, .showing 
much that is good in combination with iinieh tliat i.s evil. It imly n.niains 
possible to noiirisli a faint hope that the publication of works of tliis kimi may 
have an effect ujion inoilerate and enlightemal Moslems.” — 

*‘Tlii.s work is ehaiacterised by a cou.sidei able amount of thoroughuos.s, and w'c 
coMfe.SR that we have not .seen any work that gives, in anything like the .same 
compass, .such a comph.'te account of MiUiaminadan theology. AVe rijgard tlii.s 
as a very valuable work .” — Jiondmy (Joardian , 

"‘Mr. Sell has done well to give to the world the fruit of liis re.searches. The 
book does not* gr> over tlic usual ground. Tlio.se wlio are at work amongst 
Aluhanimadan.s will find it a very profitable volume.'*- Wifneas. 

“As Mr. Sell lias explained in his admirable work on ‘Tlie Faith of Ishim.’” — 
Stanley Lane Toole in “ Studies in a Mosque,” p. Iflfl. 







